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NBC Hymn-Singer Plays Salvation 
Army Affair at 50% of the Gross 


A profitable by-product to NBC's 
Artists Bureau is seen in the grow- 
ing number of churches and similar 
bodies contracting for radio singers 
to make personal appearances un- 
der auspices. Edward MacHugh, 
who warbles hymns three times a 
week over the NBC red loop has be- 
come a favorite for church occa- 
sions. 

Latest date for MacHugh is as 
star attraction for a Salvation Army 
drive in Bayonne, N. J. He will 
play the 1,200-seat Junior High 
School Auditorium on Feb. 26 under 
the aegis of the local Salvation 
Army post on a 50% of the gross 
deal. NBC has D. W. Morris devot- 
ing full time to digging church 
bookings for MacHugh and may 
send the hymn-singer on a trans- 
continental tour later. 

Temple University, Philadelphia, 
has set MacHugh for sunrise serv- 
ices Easter morn. For cash. 





Ol’ Maestro Goes 
Plenty DeLuxe; Plane, 
Yacht, $9, 500 a Wk. 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Ben Bernie has collected for him- 
self a de luxe contract for a six 
weeks engagement at the Casino, 
Catalina Island, starting May 15. 

The deal calling for $5,500 a week 
stipulates that Philip K. Wrigley 
provide him with a bungalow and 
service; also a yacht and a plane at 


any time he desires to go to the 
mainland, Incidentally the boat is 
the private conveyance of the 


Wrigley family. 
This date will keep Bernie here 
until the middle of July. or forever. 





Hubby-Deceiving Theme 


Slanders Parisiennes 
Paris, Feb. 19. 


Selection of ‘La Parisienne’ by 
Henry Becque for first radio broad- 
cast of a play performed by Comedie 
Francaise aroused protest. 

Kickers say play will give outside 
listeners impression that Parisienne 
is a woman who regularly deceives 
her husband. Argue that a Moliere 
masterpiece would be more suitable 
for initial broadcast and less slan- 
derous on capital's women. 





Travels with Ball Club 


Cincinnati, Feb. 19. 


Walter Barber, baseball blaster 
in. WSAI, has departed for Tampa, 
to be with the Reds during 
their entire training season. 
Assignment is regarded as first 
¥ its kind in major league broad- 
asting, 








Slight Twist 


Baltimore, Feb. 19. 

Annual convention of the 
Association of Highway Of- 
ficials of North Atlantic States 
was held last week at Lord 
Balto hotel. 

Hotel hung a satin banner in 
lobby reading, ‘Welcome, 
Highwaymen.’ 











PICTURE KIDS AS 
DISCOVERIES 
FOR FANS 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Preview reception of Paramount’s 
‘Car 99’ which, with the exception 
of Sir Guy Standing, Frank Craven 
and William Frawley, was cast with 
unknowns from the studio’s junior 
stock group, has both Par and 
Warners planning on turning out 
several similar pictures using junior 
players in most of the parts. 

Both studios feel that audiences 


are pleased to discover new and 
youthful personalities. Also the 
training the youngsters’. receive 
under actual picture production 


conditions is a much better founda- 
tion than schooling through studio 
plays. 

In both studios there hag been 


(Continued on page 25) 


IF YOU'VE HEARD 
TOO MUCH, STOP US 


WBNX, Bronx, is giving listeners 
a chance to phone in and stop a 
program if not liked. Occasion 1s 
the amateur script writer's contest 
now underway. 


A single rap won’t cpunt, but 
station is mum on the exact num- 
ber of complaints which will slice 
a broadcast. Walter Osborn, Jr., 
m.c’ing the program, thinks this the 
surest way possible of saying either 
thumbs up or down. 


First Straw Hat 


First summer tryout spot to get 
in its opening announcement is the 
Maverick theatre at Woodstock, N. 
Y. Will open July 4. 

Robert Elwyn will again direct 














the ten-week season, which will be 
devoted to usual summer test plays 
and iate Broadway successes, 





RADICAL BLOL 
FORGES ACTION 


Budget Set for Membership 
Drive in Radio—Special 
Committee Okayed to 
Look Into Broadcasting 
Biz—Seek Transcription- 
Coin Share 


CHISELING AN ISSUE 








Hot session within the inner 
circles of the Actors’ Equity Asso- 
ciation occurred last week in New 
York City. As a result, the admin- 
istration okayed the creation of a 
special committee for radio. 

Criticism of do-nothingism by a 
group withjn Equity forced the 
adoption of a policy of member- 
seeking. A budget is reported at 
the disposal of the radio commit- 
tee, with the latter now seeking a 
man to organize for Equity within 
radio. Who is on the Equity radio 
committee is being kept something 
of a secret. Certain committeemen 
make their livelihood by radio ap- 
pearances and profess fear of get- 
ting their names on a poison roster. 

Equity’s failure to get action in 
Washington on talent conditions, 
and the dilatory tactics of the Radio 
Code Authority on recommenda- 
tions made by Equity over a year 
ago, have become an intra-organ- 
izational source of friction. Equity 
officials have presumably been 
stung by the criticism of members 
into doing something to organ‘ze 
radio performers with a view to 
establishing jurisdiction. 

Rebel bloc in Equity is already 
turbulent on matters not pertaining 
to radio, so the question of getting 
somewhere in the new field is re- 


(Continued on page 34) 


GOAD EQUITY INTO RADIO 





(Father Coughlin’s Airings Start an 
Economist-in-Every-Pulpit Trend 





Plenty White Space 





Sally Rand: grabbed a full 
column in the N. Y. Times on 
her talk before the Sales 
Execs Club in Manhattan. 

She spoke on fan-dancing, 
especially in relation to the 
use of much white space for 
advertising purposes. All done 
very mccoy and seriously re- 
ceived. 


1-NIGHT LEGIT 
STAND TOUR 
BY AIR 


Paris, Feb. 19. 

First airplane tour of Europe 
by a legit show will take place 
early in the fall, when the most 
famous French long-distance pilot, 
Codos, will take a troupe up with 
a new Sacha Guitry comedy. 

Show will open on Sept. 1 for 
one-night stands. Berlin, War- 
saw, Moscow, Bucarest, Constan- 
tinople, Rome and Madrid are on 


the list. 

During the tour the Theatre de 
Paris will be turned into a picture 
theatre, to show newsreel clips of 
the showplane taking off and land- 
ing, unloading the scenery, the for- 














ieign playhouses, etc. When the tour 


is over, a regular Paris run will 
Legin. Andre Luguet, former war 
aviator, will star. 








‘Not for the Populace’ 





Cohan, in Midst of Road Tour, Declares He 
Finds Theatre Is for the Minority 





Dayton, O., Feb. 19. 

Here on a one-day stop to play 
two performances of ‘Ah, Wilder- 
ness!’ George M. Cohan indicated 
that his illusions regarding restora- 
tion of the road have been quite 
shattered and ‘the theatre, like good 
literature, tg only for a_ select 
minority, not the populace.’ 

Weary of the grind of one and 
two-night stands, with three 
matinees a week, he says he is 
definitely through with his present 
role when the tour ends March 80. 

He is now making preparations 
for a new play he has written called 
‘He Wouldn’t Want You To.’ 





Sounds like farce, but says it is a 
comedy, “with a serious moment 
about 10 o’clock.’ 

Play is built largely on action, 
words being held to a minimum. 


There will be a prolog lasting 10 
minutes, a single act of one hour 
and 35 minutes, and an epilog 


of five minutes, with short curtains 
between the three sections. 

Cohan has more radio aspirations 
for the spring and would not be 
averse to making another picture or 
two, but if so, they will have to be 
made in the east. He made one in 
Hollywood and reiterates he 
never do that again. 


+ 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 


Spellbinders are crowding into the 
ether, trying to talk their way into 
fame and fortune. All are aping 
Father Coughlin, who has the ex- 
chautauqua lecturers green to the 
gills with envy. They can’t see why 
they can’t build up a little publicity 
and following for themselves and 


turn that into extra sugar, 
Following the click of Father 
Coughlin, lecturers are spreading 


into every possible radio station, and 
the station managers are finding 
their biggest duty these days is 
to keep saying ‘no’ to people who 
want to spout over the loudspeaker, 
These lecturers even come armed 
with coin, but the better outlets are 
all scrutinizing these deals carefully 
before okaying the use of the trans- 
mitter for straight shouters. 

Latest and biggest indie lecture 
spread outside of Father Coughlin’s 
network is the spot schedule 
being arranged by the backers of 
the Townsend old age pension plan, 
Jack Keifer, who was formerly asso- 
ciated with a California air depot, 
is scampering around the country 
trying to tie up stations for the 
lectures. Company behind the deal 
is called Old Age Revolving Pen- 
sions, Ltd. 

Program being spotted by Towne- 
send group is a twice weekly 10- 

(Continued on page 62) 








Fear of Baggy Knees 
Keeps Film Colony’s 
Standing Army Erect 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Sitting down is an expensive luxe 
ury to Hollywood’s standing army, 
which comprises the male dress ex- 
tras, the boys who earn less than 
$3,000 a year tops but must own @ 
wardrobe costing around $1,000 @ 
year. 

On the set these male extras ree 
fuse to sit down, for fear of spolle 
ing the creases in the trousers, for 
tailor bills mean cash. 

One of the standees claims that 
he owns 50 different suits and has 
never sat down in one of them. 

The other night in a theatre lobe 
by scene at the Carthay Circle thee 
atre, a dozen or more ‘first nighters’ 
refused proferred seats to rest and 
stood up four hours, between scenes, 
saying they wouldn’t take a chance 
of getting that baggy knee effect. 





Crime News 


Berlin, Feb. 19. 
Berlin stations are making evere 


| increasing use of facilities to broade 


cast criminal news and requests fop 
information. 
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Actor Tries Hunger Strike to Get 
Phiz on Screen; Cops Break It Up 


Hollywood, Feb, 19.. 
Hollywood's gendarmes stepped to 


the fore last Friday (15) and ended 
the hunger strike of Richard Tal- 
bott, 24-year-old New York actor, 
who had vowed he would refrain 


from eating until cast in a picture 
at Paramount. 

Talbott’s unique method of gain- 
ing his point was to sit on a box 
outside of the Par administration 
office for three days without a bite 
of food. He made one mistake. He 
appended to his box a small sign 
which told of his predicament. 
That’s how the cops reached him. 
Hollywood has a law against post- 
ine signs on private property with- 
out the owner’s permission. Par 
owned the sidewalk, something Tal- 
bott overlooked. 

Talbott came from New York 
three months ago claiming experi- 
ence as a stock and New York 
player. He made every casting of- 
fice in town, claimed he saw no one 
but office boys. With a wife, a 
child, a mother and father to sup- 
port, he fashioned the hunger strike 
idea. 

In the three days Talbott re- 
mained foodless, nothing happened 
outside of his continuous denials 
that he had taken time out for a 
sandwich. When the coppers 
shagged him he promised in future 
to use more orthodox if less original 
methods. 


Estelle Taylor’s 206 
Award Against Joyce 





Is Upheld on Coast 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

California District Court: of Ap- 
peals upheld the $20,000 judgment 
given Estelle Taylor in her Superior 
Court suit against Frank Joyce and 
his chauffeur, Nowell L. Scott. 

Suit was for injuries Miss Taylor 
received in an auto smash Christ- 
mas Eve, 1931. 


CAMERA SNUBS HIM, 
LEDERER QUITS PIC 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Storming off the ‘Break of Hearts’ 
set at Radio after a day and a half 
of shooting, Francis Lederer va- 
cated the co-starring spot with 
Katharine Hepburn, and Charles 
Boyer moved in, on loan from Wal- 
ter Wanger. 

Lederer’s squawk was that Miss 
Hepburn was getting all the cam- 
era breaks. 


Wolf Aide to Botsford 
At Par, Wright Goes Indie 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Manny Wolf succeeds William 
Wright as assistant to A. M. Bots- 
ford at Yaramount. Wright re- 
signed last week to enter the indie 
production field. 

Wolf was formerly on the studio’s 
story board, resigned to become 
story editor for Samuel Goldwyn. 
He recently was replaced at the 
latter studio by Merritt Hulburd, 
also from Par. 


Eddy Handed New MG 


Deal, Set in ‘Strauss’ 


Hollywood, Fc, 19. 

Although he has had only one 
part in the year he has been under 
contract to Metro, company has 
picked up option on Nelson Eddy 
for another stretch. 

Prior to nabbing a part in 
‘Naughty Marietta,’ extent of Eddy’s 
work had been singing spot songs 
in various pictures. In lifting his 
agreement Metro has pencilled Eddy 














into a featured spot in ‘Life of 
Johann Strauss’ which Bernie Hy- 
man produces. 

Eddy leaves tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) for New York to do a single 
ether turn on NBC Feb. 24. His 
concert tour starts Feb. 25 at Eas- 
ton, Pa. 

Eddy returns May 1 to begin 
second picture under renewed 
Metro contract. 





Office Repartee 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Producer called in the 
studio’s top scrib to get his 
reaction on a story he (the 
producer) had been working 
on for months. The recital 
over, producer asked what the 
playwright thought of it, 

‘Only block booking will 
save it,’ was the straight faced 
answer. 











Former Stars Plan 
To Flicker Again in 
Guild Stage Shows 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Many of the screen’s former stars 
and featured players are planning a 
jump to the stage through an un- 
dertaking of the Junior Screen 
Actors’ Guild to produce a series cf 
full length and one act plays and 
vaude skits. Guilders will not battle 
the commercial theatre, confining 
admission to members and studio 
personnel. 

Junior Guild embraces former 
stars, directors, vaudevillians, ma- 
gicians, warblers and clowns, as well 
as the author of ‘Strawberry Roan,’ 
Curley Fletcher. 

Former stars on the Guild roster 
are Jack Mulhall, Florence Lake, 
Paul Panzer, Mary MacAllister and 
Frank Mayo, who also megged. 
Charles Meakin, Scott Matraw, Jack 








Harvey and Major Mel Forrester 
all have backgrounds of stage and 


screen directorial work. Jerome 
Storm directed ‘Over the Hill,’ a 
top b.o, clicker for Fox in silent 
days. 





Jesse Smith at Radio 
As Aid to Berman 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Jesse Smith is at Radio as a pro- 
duction executive. First job is as- 
sisting Pandro Berman on 
‘Freckles.’ 

Smith produced a group of fea- 
tures about 10 years ago for First 
National, and later operated his 
own studio in New York. 








Butler’s Cantor Yarn 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Frank Butler has been borrowed 
from Hal Roach by Samuel Gold- 
wyn to concoct the next Eddie 
Cantor yarn. 

Butler leaves in the middle of 
‘Laurel and Hardy im India,’ team’s 
next. 


Goldwyn is also negotiating with 
Joseph Fairlie, English novelist 
vacationing here, for a Canior 
story. Fairlie is writer of detec- 
tive stuff. 





Shirley to Get Tuner; 
‘Nymph’ May Be Cold 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

temporarily, perhaps 
shelved ‘Nymph Er- 
rant.’ Will probably replace on the 
release program with a Shirley 
Temple musical. ‘Nymph’ has been 


Fox has 
permanently, 


scripting for several months, two 
adaptations having been made. 


Studio decided time is right for 
Temple tot to go into a tune film 
following ‘Little Colonel.’ Story 
not set but Buddy DeSylva_ will 
handle the PrOGEAIOR. 


JOHN STONE RESTS 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
John Stone has washed up his 
production sked at Fox for the sea- 
son and goes to New York for a 
month’s vacash. 
He goes via New Orleans. 


Mordaunt Hall Off Air 











unt Hall, former New York 
Times picture crick, is no longer 
doing his Monday stint over NBC. 

Hall went on Dec. 17 with a chat- 
ter prozvram that embraced news 
about the film business and gossip 
ebont screen names. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


The Evening News, October 16, 
1934: “Here’s the glad hand to Will 
Mahoney in ‘Radio New York’ at 
Golders Green this week. If all the 
things America sends us were as 
good as Will Mahoney we'd owe her 
a bigger debt than any war debt.” 
Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Mayfair Theatre Building 
New York —- 


‘Ramee © 








M-G Is Peeved 
At Serib Staff, 


Freelancers Out 








Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Metro is planning a pruning of its 
writing staff, always the biggest 
maintained by any studio. Latest 
move is to eliminate as many free- 
lance writers as possible. 

Studio has issued edict to pro- 
ducers that when writers are needed 
outside scribes can only come in 
when contract writers are not avail- 
able. Availability of contractees 
will be more frequent in the future, 
for studio has also issued orders 
that in future practice of assigning 
half a dozen writers to one story is 
out. Latter has almost been a habit 
at Metro, it being not uncommon for 
scripts to be delivered for produ_-.- 
tion with six or more writers hav- 
ing their names on the title page as 
authors. 

For several years Metro’s writing 
staff has fluctuated between 65 and 
85 scriveners. But producers on this 
lot have long made a practice of 
bringing outside talent into the 
studio to work on scripts. Writers 
brought in in this fashion usually 
had a rep for some particular line 
of work. 

Studio figures that with cutting 
down of the writing staff consider- 
able saving will be effected in story 
production costs, long a headache. 


Colored Actress in U’s 
‘Imitation’ Makes Film 
A Wow in Negro Zone 








Chicago, Feb. 19, 
Universal’s ‘Imitation of Life’ 


flicker with Claudette Colbert has 
been a clean-up in the colored the- 
atres in this territory because of 
the colored mammy partner (Louise 
3eavers) in the story about pan- 
cakes and pancake flour. 

Colored houses have boosted ad- 
mish rates on the pictures and are 
doing hold-over business. Essaness 
Metropolitan theatre here raised 
seale from 15c.-25c. to 25c.-40c. and 
did $9,000 for a smashing record the 
first week and now holding over and 
indicated $8,000 for current session 
in a small nabe oper. 





3rd ‘BUTTER AND EGGER’ 


WB Remaking Geo. ‘Kaufman’ s Play 
in London 








Warner Bros. will remake ‘Butter 
and Egg Man’ in London. Work 
starts on the film next month at 
Teddington. 

George S. Kaufman wrote the play 
which was made as a silent picture 
by WB under that title and then 
again as a talker, named ‘The Ten- 
derfoot,’ three years ago. 


MG TESTING LEGITER 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Metro is testing Otto Hulett in 
New York who is now playing 





‘Personal Appearance’ (legit). 





FAMOUS FIRST NIGHTS» 


The following descriptions of memorable theatrical premieres 4g 
@ compilation of stage, screen, concert or nite club openings which, for 
some odd circumstance or another, stand out in show business, 
They will be recorded without thought to chronological order. The rea- 
sons for the distinction of each premiere range anywhere from some 
historical significance, in connection with the debut of an artist, novelty 
show venture, play or company, to some other attendant excitement 
backstage, some colorful occurrence out front, or merely because of the 
gala circumstances. This is to be a continued series. 


‘John Ferguson’ 
(Garrick, N. Y., May 12, 1919) 

This was the second Theatre Guild production after its initial try, 
‘Bonds of Interest’, from the Spanish, started off this new group on April 
14, 1919, and lasted but a month. ‘Ferguson’ was the Guild's first pro- 
duction at the Garrick and St. John G, Irvine (the way Ervine then 
spelled his name according to billing) was the author. 

VakigeTY took exception to the Guild’s alleged ‘non-commercial’ plat- 
form, as expressed in a program note, by pointing out that it was in- 
tensively soliciting subscriptions for memberships. Varrery also ven- 
tured that while ‘John Ferguson’ was advance-announced for only one 
week at the Garrick, that the performances of Helen Westley, Augustin 
Duncan, Rollo Peters, Dudley Digges and Henry Herbert, merited giving 
the play a longer trial, particularly in view of the sundry mishaps of 
opening night which included tension which caused Miss Westley to 
miss some of her lines. 

‘John Ferguson’ was a decided success and marked the Guild's first 
real start to economic survival. Group then took a long term lease on 
the Garrick where many shows, including several Eugene O'Neill's plays, 
were produced, 





LePerroquet de Paris 
(New York, Nov. 5, 1926) 

At 19 years of age Roger Wolfe Kahn, scion of the house of Otto H. 
Kahn, who wanted to be a musician and was finally leading his own, 
band, opened the Perroquet with Rene Racover, Paris cafe man, de- 
signing the New York nitery as a counterpart of the famous Perroquet 
in Paris. There were also Kahn's own wrinkles, which included a re- 
volving and mirrored dance floor and aquarium tables—fish bowls under- 
neath glass-tops upon which everything was served. 

At a $25 premiere couvert young Kahn got a Park avenue turnout that 
was chiefly social register. Expensive favors, such as perfumes for 
which he paid $27.50 wholesale, and which retailed normally at $35, were 
given away. Regular couvert was $5. A new gift nightly was another 
of Kahn’s ideas as was the special bandstand, which acoustical shell 
cost $12,000. 

Situated on the former Ciro’s, on West 56th street (later the Club 
Richman), it backed the present Little Carnegie cinema. At that time 
all this depth was utilized as a sumptuous doorway from West 57th 
street, it being young Kahn's idea to afford a two-way motor entrance, 

The last gasp in swank, New York but mildly supported it, 
although it was suggested from the start that instead of the 500 cou- 
verts at $5, young Kahn might cut it in half and do twice as much biz, 
Place cost $103,000 to equip and was but an artistic success, lasting 
just over the winter season. Young Kahn, despite Jimmy Walker’s 
okay for a 4 a. m. curfew, self-elected a 2:30 a. m, closing, on the theory 
the nice people don’t stay up later. 

This was during the time when the late Otto Kahn was indulging his 
son’s penchant for jazz, after Roger had told his folks that brother 
Gilbert could go in for banking but he was partial to tooting a sax and 
leading a dance orchestra. Otto Kahn liked his younger son's spirit 
and even carried press clippings about the boy around with him, which 
he showed to friends. Roger is still in the band biz and Gilbert Kahn 


with Kuhn, Loeb & Co. 





3 GAL BUILDUP 





. |Academy Spots 





Fox Will Plug Rochelle Hudson, 
Rita Cansino and Frances Grant ° 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. Handiwork of 
Strong buildup will be given 


Rochelle Hudson, Rita Cansino and 
Frances Grant by Fox. Studio 
hopes to send these ingenues up to 
star rating before the year encs. 
All loanouts will be nixed on Miss 


Screen Techs 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Hudson. She has done most of her Academy technical award nomi- 

work off the lot during the past] nations were completed last week 

year for final balloting by the entire 
= : ‘ membership of the producer-em- 

Studio has decided to let Miss oie ep r , . 

Cansino retain her name, calling off ploye organisation. 

Siig ‘ : Tete 40 Candidates in the technical 

her other tag of Rita Rubio. The shied out’ 

Yansinos were standard vaude|~..,. ~.°,, ; ve } 

—aaeen were & a Art Direction: Cellini,’ Gay 


name for years. She is of that 
family. 


SAILINGS 


Mar. 4 (Los Angeles to Yoko- 
hama) Bert Fowser, Putt Mossman 
Motorcycle Rodeo (Rio de Janerio 
Maru). 

March 3 (N 
Irving Mills, 


Divorcee, ‘Merry Widow.’ 

Camera: ‘Cellini,’ ‘Cleopatra,’ 
‘Operator 13.’ 

Sound Recording: ‘Cellini,’ ‘Cleo- 
patra,’ ‘Flirtation Walk,’ ‘Gay Di- 
vorcee,’ ‘Imitation of Life,’ ‘One 
Night of Love,’ ‘Viva Villa,’ ‘White 
Parade.’ 

Film Editing: ‘Cleopatra,’ 
‘Eskimo,’ ‘One Night of Love.’ 

Winners in all classes except film 
statuettes. Scissors 


Yew York to London) 
Duke Ellington band 


(Ile de France). editing get 
Mar. 1 (New York to London) | Wielders get certificates. 


Loew Ends MG Studio 


Charles Laughton (Majestic). 
Feb. 24 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Claudette Colbert (Virginia). 





Feb. 23 (New York to London) Call, Flies Back East 
Bob Ritchey, Gypsy Nina, Beatrice 
Foote (Champlain). Hollywood, Feb, 19. 
Feb. 18 (Los Angeles to New Arthur Loew left here by plane 
York) Jerome Beatty (California). | Friday (15) heading for the Metro 
Feb. 15 (West Indies Cruise) Ted | }0me office. 
Claire, Leslie Gross, Dorothy Fin- | Foreign distribution chief had 
ley, Jack Laurie and Jack Palmer been at the studio 10 days looking 
Juc. Barnard, Marion Raymond, | °Ye? current pictures as to for Ign 
Alfred Brower, Vicki Faust, Wood- | Possibilities. 
ruff and Struthers, Octavus Roy pees 
Cohen, Coningsby Dawson, Jerry Col. Hooks Hall 


Doyle (Lafayette). 
Feb. 15 (New York to London) 
Richard Day (Berengaria). 
Feb. 14 (New York to London) 


ae , Feb. 
Hall, ter actor 


chara‘ 


Thurston 


Sunny O’Dea (Washington). now in the Broadway show Rain 
Feb. 13 (New York to Genoa),|From Heaven,’ has been given a 
Edna Ferber (Conte di Savoia). term contract by Columbia. 


He will come out here 
of the play’s run. 


Feb. 18 (San Francisco to Paris), 
Lillian Templeton (Thuranger), 
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CHARACTE 





Guild Will Not 
Push Appeal to 
Nat'l Labor Ba. 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

At a meeting of the board of di- 
rectors of the Screen Actors Guild 
yesterday (Monday), it was decided 
to call off the proposed plan to go 
over the head of the code authority 
in an appeal to the National Labor 
Relation Board on the Guild’s de- 
mand for inclusion of players’ work- 
ing conditions in the code. Actors’ 
board decided to strengthen their 
insistence that a Washington hear- 
ing be given their demands, and 
also to endeavor to get producers 
to file their brief in answer to the 
actors’ brief in order that the mat- 
ter can be cleaned up in its en- 
tirety. 

Guild claim that producers, by 
withholding their arguments, are 
gumming up the works, and that 
the players’ requests of several 
weeks ago are in danger of being 
pigeonholed unless speedy action is 
taken by NRA. 

Meeting also expressed dissatis- 
faction at the recently signed acad- 
emy contracts for freelance players, 
although Guild members also ad- 
mitted it is an improvement in 
working arrangements for that 
class. Guild members say they will 
continue to fight to right conditions 
in the industry pact and base their 
hopes in this direction on the pro- 
posed Washington hearing. 


Jones-McNutt Quit 
Par, Will Split as 
Team After 9 Yrs. 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Grover Jones and William 
Slavens McNutt leave Paramount 
March 1 and split after nine years 
as a team at that studio. Most 
prolific of Hollywood scribes, they 
have co-authored 48 features. 
Jones has written a total of 68 
screen plays for Paramount while 
McNutt has credit on 50. 

MeNutt originally came west with 
a rep as a crack newspaper and 
magazine man and was considered 
among the top war correspondents. 
Jones was a stunt man, actor, 
quickie producer and laborer, who 
also knocked out stories for quickie 
producers, 

A year ago Paramount made 
Jones and MeNutt _ producers, 
writers and directors of their own 
pictures and gave them a three pic- 
ture contract. They produced one 
picture, admitted at the preview it 
was lousy, turned in their three 
way contracts and resumed just 
writing. 

Jones is going to England on 
vacation, but may do a picture for 
British International. McNutt will 
take his first vacation since he 
started at Par. 


DROP CHORUS LINEUP 
IN NEXT CANTOR PIC 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Samuel Goldwyn has decided to 
make the next Eddie Cantor picture 
a farce with songs and minus pro- 
duction members. No big chorus 
will be employed. 

Lawrence Riley is working on the 
story with Harold Arlen writing the 
tunes. Arthur Sheekman aged Nat 
Perrin, loaned to Fox to. script 
‘Nymph Errant,’ return to Goldwyn 
this week to work on the Cantor 
story, 





Harlow’s ‘Hussy’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Metro has taken up its option 
on ‘Gorgeous Hussy,’ Sam Hopkin 
Adams story, and will star Jean | 
Harlow. 





David Selznick producing. 





Spare Them Hosses 

Eastern exchange manager 
for Paramount, at a recent 
confab to discuss title of stu- 
dio’s “All the King’s Horses,’ 
begged that it not be changed, 
as patrons in his territory 
would figure it a western, 
which would mean bigger re- 
turns in his territory. 











Laughtons Returning 
Home, Missus to Do 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Charles Laughton and his wife, 
Elsa Lanchester, have booked pass- 
age for London, March 1. Mrs. 
Laughton probably will stay in 
England for a while as she has 
three more pictures to do under 
contract with Alexander Korda’s 
London films. Laughton returns to 
Hollywood for his role in ‘Mutiny 
on the Bounty’ at Metro. 

Laughton has one more picture to 
do for London Films on his old cone 
tract and will huddle with Korda o® 
a story. Rene Clair is tentatively 
slated to direct. 

Mrs. Laughton finished up last 
week in ‘Bride of Frankenstein,’ at 
Universal. 


2 ROCHE STORIES IN 
WORK AS AUTHOR DIES 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Death of Arthur Somers Roche 
came in the midst of negotiations 
being conducted by Hunt Strom- 
berg, Metro producer, for screen 
rights to deceased author’s ‘Hard to 
Get,’ running serially in a magazine. 

Two Roche stories were produced 
by Metro, ‘Shadow of Doubt,’ re- 
leased in January, and ‘Penthouse.’ 
Paramount is now making ‘Strange 
Case of Mr. Ames’ and Radio is do- 
ing ‘Star of Midnight,’ also Roche 
yarns, 


Extra 366 for Bernie 
As ‘Harmony’ Past Due 











Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
3en Bernie drew an extra $36,000 
when ‘Stolen Harmony,’ in which 
he was set for five weeks, ran three 
weeks over schedule. 
Contract called for $12,000 a week. 


LONG EDGE DULLED 


Art Break to Fan Mag Nixed By 
Studios to Pacify Contemps 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Following recommendations from 
their home office publicity depart- 
ments, the heads of the various 
major company press departments 
have agreed not to give any future 
edge on photo breaks to Ray Long 
of Photoplay. 

Action was the result of a fan 
mag complaint to the New York 
offices that Long was getting picture 
exclusives on the Coast in violation 
of the rule that such planting was 
the prerogative of the home offices. 

Only major studio planting its 
fan mag art at the studio is Uni- 
versal, 


Tomlin on Personals 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
~ Pinky Tomlin hops a train for the 
east today (Tuesday). 

After a few days stopover at his 
home in Oklahoma, Pinky does a 
week of personals at the Oriental, 
Chicago, and a similar stretch sub- 
sequently at the Capitol, New York. 


KIT CARLISLE’S 2D WK 

Kitty Carlisle, currently at the 
Michigan, Detroit, will probably 
play a second week of personals for 
Paramount before returning to the 
Coast. 

Tentative spot and date is the 
Chicago, Chicago, March 1. 
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AGUTE SHORTAGE 
F MALE LEADS 


—_—— — 


Studios Paying Handsomely 
to Offset Name Famine— 
$1,500 Weekly Not Un- 
usual, with Several Draw- 
ing Up to $5,000—Menjou 
Top Freelancer 





FEMMES FROSTED 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Lack of sufficient leading men in 
pictures is making the present a 
banner time for character men. 
Never in the history of motion pic- 
tures have character actors been 
able to command such high salaries. 

A weekly salary of $1,500, is not 
unusual, on at least a two weeks’ 
guarantee at that figure, for such 
players as C. Aubrey Smith, Dudley 
Digges, Arthur Byron, Eugene Pal- 
lette, Lumsden Hare, J. Farrell 
MacDonald, J. C. Nugent, Donald 
Crisp, Reginald Owen, Prank 
and Ralph Morgan, O. P. Heggie, 
Henry Stephenson, Robert Mc- 
Wade, Warner Oland, Joseph Caw- 
thorn, Lionel Atwill, Sidney Toler 
and others. 

Highest salary paid to any free- 
lance player is to Adolphe Menjou, 
who gets $5,000 weekly. Edward 
Everett Horton and Ned Sparks, 
who receive an average of $3,500 
per week must have a two-week 
guarantee on all pictures and sel- 
dom are ‘between pictures.’ 

Studios claim that shortage of 
male leads make it necessary to 
build up character parts both for 
the screen and the marquee. 

Lesser lights in the character 
field are also in demand. Their 
salaries go downward from _ the 
$1,500 figure but few of those in 
demand, no matter how small the 
parts they play, work for less than 
$500 weekly and most get a full 
week’s guarantee, 

In this class are Berton Churchill, 
Herman Bing, Sterling Holloway, 
Sam Hinds, Henry Kolker, Alan 
Mowbray, Henry Armetta, Ferdin- 
and Gottschalk, Charles Grapewin, 
Roger Imhoff and Luis Alberni. 

William Collier, Sr. and David 
Landau turn down more jobs than 
any other two players in Holly- 
wood. 

On the femme side, character 
Players do not get such a good 
break. In demand at present are 
Helen Westley, Jane Duggan, 
Nydia Westman, Greta Meyers, 
Henrietta Crossman, Jane Darwell 
and a few others, but for the most 
part, studios are more interested in 
character men. 


BY DIRECTORS’ ILLNESS 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Radio stopped a picture Saturday 
(16), the third to be halted in a 
week through the illness of a di- 
rector. 

Picture held up was an untitled 
film starring Anne Shirley. Now 
awalting recovery of George Nich- 
olls, Jr., suffering from a mysterious 
throat ailment. 

COBB IN CHARGE 

Will M.C. Academy’s 

Awards Banquet 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Irv Cobb will dispense the bon 
mots at the Academy Awards ban- 
quet Feb. 27 as m.c., with Nathan 
Levinson, technicians’ branch chair- 
man, presiding in the absence of 
President Frank Lloyd. Latter now 
on South Seas location, Lionel Bar- 
rymore, 1930-31 statuette winner 
among the male players, will speak 
on behalf of previous awardees. 

Ben Bernie will play for the 
dancing, while a special band will 
do picture scorings during dinner. 








Humorist 
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Acad Allows Additional Nominations 


On Awards; Pressure for Bette Davis 


+ 





He’s Out 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

A perfect strike thrown by 
Wendy Barrie resulted in an 
out on the ‘It’s a Small World’ 
set at Fox. On the receiving 
end was Spencer Tracy. 

Tracy stopped a piece of 
crockery with his right eye. 
Six stitches necessary to close 
the wound and he’s out for a 
week. 


Court Ruling Takes 
Stickum from Wage 
Plasters on Aliens 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 

The ace attachment slapper-on- 
ers of the film colony will hereafter 
get the haughty stare from alien 
artists who have been declared 
legally immune from certain salary 
impounding processes by local court 
precedent. 

Judge Kenny has ruled that under 
California law, amply sustained by 
the State Supreme Court, transient 
actors, directors, writers, etc., are 
actually residents under an old stat- 
ute prescribing the scope of wage 
plasters. And as residents the vis- 
itors may not have their funds at- 
tached in civil suits except in ac- 
tions for damages involving direct 
or implied payment of money on 
contracts. 

By this limitation the hitherto 
popular pastime of sticking finan- 
cial blisters on defendants in all 
kinds of distress will be curtailed, 
and many of the best pay check 
stalkers and taggers will be cha- 
grined no little. 

Judge Kenny’s ruling was given 
in connection with the release of 
$35,000 of Max Reinhardt’s funds, 
attached by the Habel Societe of 
Paris, in connection with the So- 
ciete’s $184,000 alleged breach of 
contract damage suit against him. 
Attorney A, R, Button got the re- 
lease by yanking out an old Cali- 
fornia law which holds that for at- 
tachment purposes anyone is resi- 
dent who is physically present. 


COURT BUDGETS FILM 
FAMILY; $200 A WEEK 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 
By court edict, $200 per week pro- 

















Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Following a wave of criticism that 
arose over nominations for Academy 
awards this year, organization has 
changed its procedure of electing in 
order to allow the writing in of ad- 
ditional names by those members 
not satisfied with the nominees. 

Changing of the staid rule that 
allowed only consideration to those 
players and pictures first nominated 
is considered a radical departure 
and sets a precedent. Some original 
ballots had already been mailed for 
membership voting, but these are 
being recalled. 

Chief criticism of the nominations 
was aimed at the selection in the 
classifications for best work, respec- 
tively, of an actress and actor. This 
was followed by undercover moves 
at some lots to write in names on 
the ballot. Idea was that even if 
the ballots were not to be counted 
the protestors would at least show 
a formal opposition to the official 
picks. 

Academy members on the Warner 
lot were leaders in this movement, 
doing missionary work in favor of 
Bette Davis for her part in ‘Of Hu- 
man Bondage.’ This spread to 
Metro, where a similar bolt was un- 
der way in favor of Myrna Loy. 

When the Acad board of gov- 
ernors learned of the threatened in- 
surrection they called a hurried 
meeting and decided to legalize the 
‘write-in method,’ which now makes 
the balloting between now and the 
date of the banquet, Feb. 27, a free- 
for-all and no chance of any winner 
tipoff until all the votes are in that 
night, 





GUIZAR’S FOX TRY 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Tito Guizar is finishing his CBS 
(radio) contract and is coming here 


on a one picture deal for Fox, ‘Are 
gentina,’ * 


—_ ————— — 




















vides adequate budget for a family 
of three to live up to Hollywood 
standards. 

Sum was fixed by Superior Judge 
Kenny in denying a motion to dis- 
solve $333 attachment levied against 
Kurt Neumann by Collier & Wallis, 
Ltd., in latter’s suit against the 
Universal director for alleged agency 


Neuman contended he required a 
monthly average of $1,017, plus $50 
per week spending money addition- 
al, to live up to his station. His 
salary is $500 per week. : 


King, Estabrook Gander 
N. Y. Plays for Pie Buy 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Henry King, Fox director, and 
Howard Estabrook, writer, left for 
New York Saturday (16) to catch |! 
the current crop of 3roadway || 
shows. 

Team will work together’ on 
whichever play Fox buys. 


U Long-Terms Lawton 


Frank Lawton, who appeared in 





Universal’s ‘One More River,’ has }|| 


been placed under a long-term con- 
tract. He starts next on ‘Delay in| 
the Sun.’ Binnie Barnes, who has | 
been in England for the last few | 
months, also will play in this pic- | 
ture with Lawton. 
Lawton made ‘only one for U | 
loaned btre + Metro for 


wire J 


‘David Coppe, 
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Rockefeller Bid 
In Event U.A.-MLH. 





The proposed deal for United Ar- 
tists’ product at the Radio City 
Music Hall has not been closed. 
Negotiations, which are pending, are 
part of an effort of the M. H. oper- 
ators to acquire a sufficient supply 
of product for the coming year. In- 
cluded are proposals to purchase, if 
possible, a selection of films from 
several major companies. 

If the Rockefeller people are un- 
able to get a selection from United 
Artists they may make a deal for 
the Roxy theatre. That’s a direct 
Rockefeller angle. Control of the 
Roxy could be had for around 
$1,000,000 or slightly under. S. L. 
Rothafel (Roxy) is not concerned 
with this angle in any way. How- 
ever, it is understood that Howard 
Cc. Cullman, trustee of the Roxy 
theatre. who was to have returned 
yesterday (Tuesday) from Florida, 
will have the matter under consid- 
eration this week. What changes 
would be necessitated in the R. C. 
organization in the event of con- 
summation of a Roxy deal weren't 
given. 

On the surface the deal for UA 
product resembles a similar ar- 
rangement once proposed bet-veen 
the M. H. .ad Paramount. This 
was a time when Harold Franklin 
was in charge at Radio City. 

If house can’t get a selection it 
may buy combined programs, which, 
if bought, might give the Music Hall 
a quota of 1.0ore than 200 films. 
Therefore, the angle of the Rivoli 
(UA) theatre for consideration to 
handle the extra pictures. In this 
situation the Rivoli would prot vbly 
have first call on all Music Hall re- 
jects. Otherwise the Music Hall 
may have to make cash indemnities 
to the Rivoli for the latter’s loss of 
first-run UA films on Broadway. 

W. G. Van Schmus, managing di- 
rector of the Music Hall, has left 
for the Coast. Ostensibly he is on 
vacation. 

Whatever deal may be made for 
the Music Hall as regards films, 
such are subject to confirmation of 
the Radio City theatre board, and 
may even be subject to a veto from 
the Rockefeller Center directors. 
However, RKO is also a partner in 
the Music Hall operation and must 
be considered. 

The UA deal with the Music Hall 
has no bearing on the Center thea- 
tre in Radio City. 

Sam Goldwyn, UA producer, is 
reported to have indicated reluc- 
tance on any deal which would give 
the Music Hall first pick on all UA 
pictures. He is due in New York 
Saturday (23). His eastern business 
manager, James A. Mulvey, gets in 
Friday, a day ahead. Mulvey had 
gone out two weeks ago at Gold- 
wyn’s call, ostensibly for discussion 
of the proposed UA-Music Hall 
proposition. 

Joe Schenck, who also went west 
two weeks ago, taking Nathan 
Burkan along with him, will prob- 
ably follow Goldwyn east. Dennis 
F. O’Brien, attorney for the Pick- 
ford-Fairbanks group in UA, is also 
on the Coast. 


READY DEFENSE 





IN ST. L. CASE 





After considerable consultation, 
counsel for defendants in the St. 
Louis conspiracy case are at work 
preparing a defense in behalf of the 
companies and individuals named 
in indictments by a Federal grand 
jury. Lawyers do not want any 
line of defense tipped at this time, 
but claim the worry caused by the 
indictments has subsided. 

Argument of the case awaits ar- 
rangements between representa- 
tives of the government and attor- 
neys for the defense ag to a favor- 
able date when defendants will 
plead to the indictments. Date 
may be set at any time. 

Defendants, by arrangement, put 
in an appearance in New York and 
posted bail. 


Cohen West 


Emanuel Cohen may leave for the 
Coast today (Wednesday) or to- 
morrow. 

Trip occasioned by 
indie productions. 





his planned 


— 4 


for Old Roxy Likely 


Deal Falls Through 


New Copyright Act 


New proposals affecting copy- 
rights of photoplays, radio, 
musical and literary works, 
were made in Washington last 
week and are currently the 
subject of hearings before a 
committee set up by the State 
Department. 











Film industry, which is op- 
posed to American adherence 
to the Rome conventian and 
would prefer to have U. S. join 
the Berne agreement, will sub- 
mit its complaints and re- 
quests in connection with re- 
vision of the domestic copy- 
right act to State Department 
Thursday (21). Contingent of 
Hays lawyers, headed by Ed- 
win P. Kilroe, Fox attorney, 
and Edward A. Sargoy, asso- 
ciate of Gabe Hess, slated to 
attend confab. 

A detailed story of the situa- 
tion appears in the Music de- 
partment of this issue of 
VARIETY, 


NEW LA. EDICT 
CAUSES SOME 
CONCERN 


Industry attorneys plan huddles 
this week over a new legislative 
pill in the form of a statute already 


adopted in Louisiana which would 
make all corporations doing busi- 
ness in that state keep a complete 
set of records there. Louisiana law 
goes into effect March $1, by which 
time major producer-distributors 
and chain operators must be pre- 
pared to meet its provisions. 

Preliminary get-together of at- 
torneys and other major represen- 
tatives was held at the Hays office 
last Friday (15). There will prob- 
ably be another meeting on the 
matter today (Wednesday). At the 
same time industry counselorg are 
planning to go over a new Los 
Angeles ordinance, also already 
adopted, which will place a tax on 
the gross business of exchanges and 
theatres out there. Figured that 
where an exchange now pays 
around $65 a year in license fees, 
under the new ordinance in L. A. 
the cost of operating a branch out 
there will be closed to $1,000. 

The Louisiana law would apply 
to all forms of business conducted 
within the state. One of the points 
the major companies are anxious to 
discuss is whether present subsidi- 
aries of the big companies oper- 
ating in that state can handle mat- 
ters or whether new companies, 
separate from others and covering 
Just the state, will have to be set up. 

A chain like Saenger might have 
to set itself up separately for 
Louisiana, although operating in 
other states. The same would ap- 
ply to other circuits doing business 
in other states as well, but at pres- 
ent keeping one set of books, get- 
ting out one set of statements, etc. 
Louisiana statute is claimed severe 
in that it calls for all records, in- 
cluding gross statements, profit and 
loss, disbursements, capital, ete. 
Distributors are seriously affected 
since they sell product in the state 
and maintain exchanges there, New 
Orleans being one of the key branch 
points, but keep the records in New 
York except for minor details. 


EYE INFECTION KEEPS 
LAEMMLE FROM STUDIO 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
With prospects slim for an im- 
mediate complete recovery, Carl 
Laemmle, Sr., goes into his seventh 
week of confinement at home with 
a stubborn eye infection. While not 

serious the orb must be protected. 
Laemmle was compelled to miss 
his first premier in a long time, 
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WRITERS AS PRODUCERS 


Warnere Watch Experiment as 
Baldwin Draws Double Chore 








Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Warners is watching the outcome 
of Earl Baldwin's combined writer- 
supervisor efforts wherein that 
writer will produce his own stories. 

If it works out okay, other writers 
on the lot will receive similar dual 
responsibility. Studio figures that 
in some cases writers can better get 
their work on the screen without 
taking the route via supervisors 
who may not be in complete sym- 
pathy with the writer's efforts. 


COIN SET FOR 
A.T.&T. PROBE 





Washington, Feb. 19. 
Cash for Communications Com- 
mission probe of American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Co. and_affili- 
ated interests is on the way follow- 


appropriating $750,000 for inquiry 
and extending commish powers to 
put telephone trust affairs under 
microscope. 

While House is taking its time, 
there was no doubt funds will be 
made available by the end of the 
week and the commish clothed with 
sufficient authority to give A. T. & 
T. a going-over from cellar to gar- 
ret. Little opposition was evident as 
senate passed the Wheeler-Rayburn 
resolush without a record vote and 
House Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee gave the proposition its bless- 
ing. 


May Place Matter 
Of Momand Brochure 
Before MPTOA Confab 


Militant exhibs who dip their pens 
in vitriol and publicly scream about 
abuses and evils within the picture 
industry, are hurting themselves as 
well, according to Ed Kuykendall, 
exhibitor leader and president of 
the MPTOA. 

Kuykendall, is steamed over the 
recent brochure of A. B. Momand, 
Oklahoma theatre owner, and con- 
demns this and similar attacks 
which reach legislators and the 
public. Momand, stingingly de- 
nouncing producer-distributors, the 
Hays’ office and the NRA, mailed 
his pamphlet to all Senators and 
Congressmen in Washington, state 
governors, university presidents, 
leading newspapers and influential 
citizens. 

Kuykendall may bring up the 
question of Memand’s attack on the 
floor of the coming MPTOA con- 
vention tn New Orleans. In such 
case intent will be to inspire sup- 
port among independent exhibitors 
against complaints which are al- 
lowed, or are intentionally aimed, 
to circulate outside of the business. 

These complaints, says Kuyken- 
dall, regardless of their authenticity, 
are too readily believed by out- 
siders including law-makers, re- 
form busybodies, newspaper editors, 
etc, 


ing Senate approval of resolution, 








Katz Story Plan 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Sam Katz, responsible to 
Metro for 25 pictures annually, 
will launch a new policy of 
story preparation which is 
hoped to cut present costs on 
that phase of production up to 


75%. It is also hoped to 
eliminate executive confer- 
ences. 


After a rough treatment is 
drawn, yarn would be mulled 
and its future course definitely 
laid. Aim is to eliminate as 
many as five or six writers on 
a single picture. 


FEW ‘COHEN MEN 
AFFECTED 
AT PAR 











Lou Diamond, who is also Par- 
amount’s music publishing head, re- 


mains in charge of short subject] 


production in the east, and A. J. 
Richard continues as editor of the 
Paramount News, with Bill Monta- 
gue as his assistant. Both were 


brought into Par by Emanuel Cohen 
and up to latter's departure from 
the company have been taking or- 
ders from Cohen and his New York 
assistant-contact, Dorothy Kreider. 
Latter, together with another ap- 
pointee of Cohen’s, George Palmer 
Putnam, are out. 

Putnam, brought in by Cohen two 
years ago, was placed into the sce- 
nario department at the home office 
as an idea man without duties much 
more definite than to figure out an- 
gles for pictures. He will not be 
replaced. Among ideas of Putnam's 
was that which was developed by 
Par writers into ‘Wings in the Air,’ 
recently released. He is the hus- 
band of Amelia Earhart, and came 
to Par from G. P. Putnam Sons, 
publishers, 

Miss Kreider, whom it is believed, 
will string with Cohen in his future 
plans, was brought into Par from 
Pathe News along with Diamond 
when Par called in Cohen to organ- 
ize a newsreel. She has been at the 
home office, in behalf of Cohen on 
newsreels and allied eastern produc- 
tion. 

By his election to the vice-presi- 
dency over the picture subsidiary 
group, Austin C. Keough becomes 
top authority on both shorts and 
the newsreel next to Adolph Zukor, 
who holds title of president in the 
various picture subsids. 

Report that Diamond had offered 
his resignation with parting of ways 
between Par and Cohen is declared 
incorrect. 

Unofficially, with no immediate 
action with regard to changes 
planned, both the shorts and news- 
reel departments are on their own 
at the moment. 





Exhibitor leaders are not drafting 
any tentative revision of the pic- 
ture code, nor are any committees 
making a report on NRA prior to 
the MPTOA convention (Feb. 25) in 
New Orleans, declared Ed Kuyken- 
dall, MPTOA head, prior to his de- 
parture for Columbus, Miss. He 
left Saturday (16) and will remain 
south until after the convention. 

Kuykendall stated that there is 
no particular revision of the code 
in mind adding, ‘We aren't con- 
demning before we are sure of 
things.’ The MPTOA president 
hopes, however, for an open dis- 
cussion on the code, 

With major theatre chain and 
distributor representatives, plus ad- 
vertising-publicity directors and 
others, on hand, convention dele- 





gates believe it’s a fine chance to 


review the code from all angles and 


MPTOA Drafting No Code Revision, 
But Will Lift Lid to See What's What 





possibly reach agreement on some 
modifications. Under a new act of 
Congress which must be passed to 
continue the NRA beyond June, 
conventioneers point to the fact 
that they are in good position at 
this time to make recommendations 
to Washington to improve codism 
under its continuance and {ff con- 
tinued. 

There is also the chance that the 
convention may tear the present 
code to pieces, but it is not expected 
that there is going to be any radi- 
calism in thought. 

Technical experts will be on 
hand to acquaint exhibitors with 
everything modern in _ lighting, 
equipment, ete. Latest to accept an 
invitation is James P. Clark, pres- 
ident of National Film Carriers, 
who will discuss film deliverv and 





service. 


WB Suit Against Natl Screen Will 
Clarify If Trailers Are 


Accessories 


Point as to whether an exhibitor 
buying product from a major com- 
pany has a right to advertise that 


product according to his desires, or 
whether the present exhibition con- 


tract In vogue which specifies the 
theatre must use a major’s acces- 
sories, also includes the exhibitor as 
to trailers, is raised as a result of 
the Warner suit against National 
Screen Service. WB during the 
past week filed an action against 
National charging that latter, in 
making trailers independently on 
Warner pictures, was an unfair 
trade practice and in violation of 
copyright. 

Suit arises out of production by 
National Screen of trailers on War- 
ner pictures in opposition to WB's 
own trailers on the same films. In 
view of the decision of both Warner 


and Metro to make their own trail- 
ers, National figured out a means 
of servicing its exhibitor accounts 
with screen advertising on product 
of these two majors. By putting up 
their own sets and hiring talent, 
National is getting out trailers 
without using any scenes of dialog 
from WB or Metro pictures, 

Under its blanket servicing con- 
tracts with exhibitors, National is 
committed to supply trailers on the 
product of all major companies and 
is giving its accounts the specially 
produced material on WB and 
Metro films for use if they want it. 
If preferring to buy the trailers 
Metro and WB produce themselves, 
the exhibitor is free to do so. 

While film men look to a decision 
on the suit with interest, particu- 
larly as to whether trailers can be 
considered accessories, the exhibitor 
is concerned as to his freedom with 
respect to advertising or other serv- 
ice. 

Metro has not prepared an action 
as yet, having not gone far enough 
in the trailer business itself to 
judge whether the screen advertis- 
ing being turned out’on its pictures 
by National Screen is_ hurting. 
Basis for complaint in an action of 
this kind must be damages to busi- 
ness, 

National Screen issued a state- 
ment which read in part: 

‘Warner Bros. have certain 
rights under the copyright laws. 
These rights National Screen has 
always recognized and respected. 
National Screen emphatically de- 
nies that it has infringed in any 
manner whatsoever, or that it has 
been guilty of any unfair meth- 
ods.’ 


Chaplin Pic Tied Up 
By Delays, Won't Be 
Released Until Fall 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Annual United Artists meetings 
will extend the production shut 
down of Charles Chaplin’s picture 
for at least another week. Picture 
has been at a standstill for the last 
fortnight with the come:¥an con- 
fined to his home suffering from a 
flu attack. 

Slowing up of production indi- 
cates that the picture will not be 
ready for release until the fall. 
Chaplin’s original plans were to 
have the picture ready for release 
before the hot weather. He made 
a production schedule, insisted he 
would work up to it. Plans fell by 
the wayside due to illness, meetings 
and Chaplin’s usual method of tak 
ing his time. 


Einfeld South 


8. C. Einfeld, Warner publicity 


head, leaves New York tomorrow 
(Thursday) for New Orleans and 
the convention of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America. 

He returns immediately to New 
York, 


McCarthy’s Coast Trip 


J. J. McCarthy, of the Hays of- 
fice, leaves for the Coast this Fri- 
day (22) to confer with Joe Breen. 

McCarthy will be out there two to 
three weeks, returning direct to 
New York. 
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Figure Par Reorg Peace If 
Vanderlip-Fortington Chairmen: 
Court Issues Order for April 4 





Close observers now see a chance 
to peace between the two main con- 
tending forces-in Paramount's re- 


organization picture. namely, the 
naming of Frank Vanderlip as 
chairman of the new board and 


H. A. Fortington as chairman of 
the finance committee. 

Meanwhile, reports persist of the 
possibility of Charles E. Richard- 
son, considered Erpi’s nominee, as 
a new president of the company. 
In such an _ eventuality Adolph 
Zukor would become chairman of 
the board, and any peace move be- 
tween Vanderlip and Fortington 
would go by the boards. 

Cross-currents also continue that 
the Fortington group intends to 
fortify its position in the re- 
organization picture by buying up 
certain bank claims. The total bank 
claims amount roughly to $13,000,- 
000.  Paramount’s present plan 
makes $5,000,000 cash available to 
liquidate part of these claims. 
Therefore, it is figured that the 
Fortington group would require 
$8,000,000 to $9,000,000 to accomplish 
control of the bank claims, It is 
held that there are funds which 
have been made available to the 
Fortington group for such a pur- 
pose, and more if necessary. 

The Richardson possibilities as 
president are complicated by pos- 
sible inquiry on such a Par status 
for him by Washington due to his 
Erpi connection. Already this pos- 
sibility has been detailed as made 
known to Attorney Alfred Cook, 


(Continued on page 60) 


See Settlement 
Of Par-E. Loew 
Anti-Trust Suit 


The $5,000,000 E. M. Loew anti- 
trust action against Paramount, 
pending for some years, will prob- 
ably be settled for a cash figure, 
plus operating agreements between 
Par and Loew, an indie chain owner 
in New England. Paramount trus- 
tees are in agreement with Loew, 
except for final details, and will 
likely file a petition some time this 
week for approval by Referee John 
E. Joyce. oxpectation is that the 
courts will okay the compromise. 

However, no intention on the part 
of the trustees to compromise the 
$5,000,000 anti-trust suit brought 
against Par and others several years 
ago by A. B. Momand, Oklahoma 
indie, it was stated yesterday (Mon- 
day). One reason, ‘t is explained, is 
that this suit involves too many 
others, including the MPPDA (Hays 
office). Trustees, however, plan to 
file exceptions to a recent decision 
by Referee Joyce against disallow- 
ance of the claim filed by Momand 
against Par. 

Austin Keough, Par’s legal head 
and v-p of major subsidiaries, has 
been in Boston on the Loew settle- 
ment. He is expected back today 
(Wednesday). 


GOLDWYN’S 10 WEEKS 


Off for Europe as Staff Prepares 
Three Pictures 








Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Samuel Goldwyn leaves tomorrow 
(Wednesday) for New York and 
Europe. Producer remains in New 
York for opening of ‘Wedding 
Night’ and then hops across. 

Goldwyn expects to return here 
in 10 weeks. During his absence 
his staff will prepare ‘Dark Angel,’ 
‘Barbary C ast’ and the next Cantor 
film, First two slated to go into 
work around May 10. 





4 





> 


Mary as Producer 





Holly wood, Feb. 19. 

New producing unit now being 
formed will make Mary Pickford 
pictures for United Artists release. 
Mary Pickford, Sam Goldwyn and 
Charles Chaplin are to be the prin- 
cipal stockholders. 

Dennis O'Brien, New York attor- 
ney, is here working out the details 
for Miss Pickford to take over pro- 
duction duties. Miss Pickford may 
play in one herself. 

Tentative name for the new com- 
pany is Pickford Productions. 


UA’S FIVE-YEAR 
PACTS; SKED 
31 PIX 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
United Artist stockholders, at 
their annual meeting here, voted to 
give five-year contracts to all pres- 
ent producing members and to in- 
crease the 1935-36 output from 
Hollywood to a minimum of 25 pic- 


tures. 
Just how this product is to be 
allocated among the _ production 


companies has not been settled. 
Tentatively, it was set for Twen- 
tieth Century to make 12; Sam 
Goldwyn, six; Reliance, four; Mary 
Pickford, one, and Charles Chaplin, 
two, in addition to the one on which 
he is now working. 

The Cnaplin and Miss Pickford 
contributions will be productions by 
these two, but in which they do not 
appear. Chaplin is expected to 
produce and direct two in which 
Pauline Goddard will be starred. 
Miss Pickford's plan is for one, 
probably more, featuring some new 
girl yet to be picked. She will do 
the type of films which brought 
Miss Pickford fame. 

Plus the 25 pictures to be made 
here it was also decided to have 
Alexander Korda make four and 
Herbert Wilcox (British & Do- 
minion) two in England. 

It was also announced that Doug- 
las Fairbanks might make a picture 
in Europe covering his travels. 

The five-year contract plan is to 
cover product from the member 
companies, Twentieth Century and 
Reliance. Ratification of these 
pacts, however, is not yet final. 


MASTBAUM T0 
CLOSE MARCH 2 








Going on notice yesterday (Mon- 
day), the Roxy-Mastbaum, Phila- 
delphia, is slated to close March 2, 
with S. L. Rothafel severing his re- 
lations with Warner Bros. as oper- 
ator of the house and producer of 
the stage shows there. Stage policy 
reopened the Mastbaum week prior 
to Christmas, 

At one time WB discussed bring- 
ing Rothafel into New York for the 
installation of a stage show policy at 
its darkened Hollywood on Broad- 
way. This idea is off altogether, it 
is said. 

The Mastbaum will remain closed 


ing operation of the Stanley, 
and its other Philadelphia theatres. 
Rothafel’s future plans 


are 





known. 


NGSTER CY 
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indefinitely, with Warners continu- | 
30yd | been contacting receiver Weisman, 





USING MORAL 
ANGLE AS TWIST 


Studios After Public Enemy 
Types — Glorify Federal 
Agents as Change—tTest 
Dillinger, ‘Baby Face’ 
Nelson Doubles 





FIGURE ACTION FILMS 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Major studios are getting around 
to gangster yarns again. Within 
the next two months a cycle of pub- 
lic enemy operas, based on the ef- 
ficiency of federal agents, is due 
for launching. 

Stories are listed to tie the Dil- 
linger and Baby Face Nelson char- 


acters and gangs. One producer has 
gone so far as to test players who 
have a physical resemblance to Dil- 
linger. 

Studios will try to take the curse 
off these yarns by weaving a ‘crime 
doesn’t pay’ aura around the law 
breakers. This method was also 
used to taper off the previous gang- 
ster cycle. 

Ice on the ganster theme, taboo 
for the past year, was broken by Co- 
lumbia with ‘Whole Town's Talk- 
ing.’ This caused Paramount to buy 
‘Federal Dick.’ W. R. Burnett's ‘Dr. 
Socrates’ is a story based on the 
face-lifting of a public enemy for 
purposes of disguise. Latter is a 
direct Dillinger angle. Warners 
then started to work on a like story 


(Continued on page 60) 


SCHAEFER AND 
TUKOR EAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Figuring on completing produc- 
tion conferences with Henry Herz- 
brun and Ernst Lubitsch toward 
the end of this week, Adolph Zukor 
and George Schaefer are due to pull 
out for New York this Thursday 
or Friday (22). They will not 
make stopovers at Dallas and New 
Orleans as originally planned. 

During past week Par execs dis- 
cussed productions and release lay- 
out for the balance of current and 


(Continued on page 25) 











CLE UP AGAIN 





Supreme Court Dismisses Fox 


Appeal on Muller (Minn.) Suit, 
But Path Left Open for Review 





Gold and Films 





Washington, Feb. 19. 

Film producers and theatre 
chains were relieved of the 
possible burden of scraping up 
$1.69 for every dollar’s worth 
of outstanding gold bonds 
yesterday (Monday), when the 
U. S. Supreme Court, by a vot- 
ing of five to four, upheld 
President Roosevelt's monetary 
policy. 

Although detailed informa- 
tion was not available, film 
men here pointed out that the 
decision means that film cor- 
porations are now freed from 
a threatened financial burden 
running into the millions. 


SKOURASES SET 
TO OP. NATL 
FOR 10 YRS. 


The Skourases, Spyros and 
Charlie, are to operate National 
Theatres, the Fox-West Coast group, 
for a period of 10 years under a 
new agreement on which all sides 
are in accord. National is the newly 
organized company which acquired 
F-WC on a bankruptcy reorganiza- 
tion sale a few months ago. 

Contract under which the Skouras 
brothers continue operation of this 
large western chain was set but for 
finishing touches during the past 
week. Clearing up major details on 
the deal, S. R. Kent, president of 
Fox, left for Florida Thursday (14). 
He will be away from New York 
around a month, planning to attend 
the MPTOA convention in New Or- 














‘leans and possibly shooting West- 


ward from there for a brief visit to 
the Fox studios. 


Waits to Watch 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
M. H. Aylesworth has postponed 
his return to New York until after 


the running of the Derby here 
Saturday (23). 





Schenck-UA-Blumey Fox-Met Bid: 
Deal Would Involve About 80 Houses 





Joseph M. Schenck, with A. C. Blu- 
menthal, and through Milton Weis- 
man, receiver for Fox Theatres, 
have made a combined offer on be- 
half of United Artists, for control of 


| Fox Metropolitan Theatres (about 


80). United Artists would put up 
around $600,000 with Fox Theatres 
in return for the upper hand on that 
group of houses, which would pro- 
vide U. A. with the film buying 
rights on Fox Met in addition to 
having Schenck himself become the 
Fox Met Theatres 
would provide an additional $300,- 
000, making the total cost around 


$900,000. Schenck and the bond- 
holders’ group are scheduled to 
confer on the proposition today 
(Wednesday). 
Negotiations 
several wecks, 


president. Fox 


have been on 
Blumeuthal 





Loew on a $4,500,000 bid for Fox 
Met went out of the window. 

Skouras and Randforce would 
operate for U.A. under the deal, as 
now. 

Weisman would like to offer a 
plan of his own, in conjunction with 
Schenck and Blumenthal, for reor- 
ganization of Fox Met and in per- 
haps that wise gain control of the 
new Fox Met company stock, upon 
reorganization for Fox Theatres. 

Whether United Artists gets Fox 
Met deperds as much on Sid Kent 
ind Fox Film's assent as anything 
Additionally, the U. A. bid 
may evoke some reaction from RKO 
and Warners. 
fact that the new offer 


else. 


However, 


is now an open book leads to the 
belief that the U. A. offer may' 
ibe only one of those ‘explora- 


} 


| 


for | 


has} 


lof Fox Theatres, for several months. 


not |[t dates back to about the time when | 


| tions’ by the company involved. 


Holly wood, Feb 19. 


planed to New York 


(Tuesday) on the Fox-M 
and returns by 


Joe Schenck 


tod iy 


matter, air, arr 


Blumey’s deal with Warners and | Saturday (23) for the Derby race | 





Washington, Feb. 19. 

Appeal of Fox Films from the 
ruling of the Minnesota Supreme 
court that standard exhibition con- 
tracts are ‘tainted’ with illegality 
was dismissed yesterday (Monday) 
by the U. S. Supreme Court, but 
way for a review of the agreements 
was left open. 

Court threw out the Fox appeal 
in latter's case against A. B. Muller, 
Minnesota exhibitor, with the ob- 
servation that ‘it appears that no 
final judgment has been entered’ 
and it had granted a writ of certi- 
orari ‘improvidentially’. 

Effect of action is not to settle 
the case and uphold the Minnesota 
Supreme court, but to require Fox 
to make a new effort for Supreme 
Court review when the Minnesota 
judgment does become final. 

Case involved question of whether 
standard contracts are illegal be- 
cause of inclusion of the arbitra- 
tion provision. Muller held that 
whole contract was tainted and in 
violation of the Sherman anti-trust 
act, consequently refusing to pay 
for certain features shipped by Fox 
in accordance with the deal. Min- 
nesota trial court decided in the 
exhibitor’s favor and refused a new 
trial, while the state supreme court 


(Continued on page 62) 


Tax Wrinkle on - 
A. 0.’s Par Claim 
Can Stall Reorg. 


Conferences have started on be- 
half of Paramount to definitely set- 
tle the $23,000,000 claim against the 
company by Allied Owners. It was 
presumed that since the present ree 
organization plan carries a conteme 
plated settlement with Allied Own- 
ers in detail, and for around $5,000,- 
000, that the matter had been set- 
tled. In fact, Allied Owners was 
granted representation on the new 
Paramount board. However, a ques- 
tion involving the probable payment 
of $500,000 in Federal taxes by Al- 
lied Owners has stymied the situ- 
ation and possibly Par’s reorganiza- 
tion plan. 

S. A. Lynch, who was in Florida 
for a few days rest was summoned 
back hurriedly to help Paramount 
clear the Allied matter. Lynch is 
chairman of the advisory comm <- 
tee on Publix theatres as appointed 
by the trustees. 

Attorney Monroe Goldwater on 
Thursday (14) frankly told the court 
that the trustees of Allied Owners 
did not feel that they could accept 
the settlement as proposed in the 
plan. His remarks, however, drew 
little reaction from counsel in ate 
tendance. This may indicate that 
the lawyers concerned with Par’s 
reorganization feel that Allied Own- 
ers will have to stick by the under- 
standing as contained in the present 
reorganization plan. 

Failure to agree with Allied Own- 
ers may a postponement in 
the promulgation of the company’s 
reorganization plan. Allied Owners’ 
claim is among the biggest filed. and 





cause 


even on the basis of the plan’s con- 
templated settlement amounts to 
laround one-sixth of the total claims, 
| Additionally, any change in the 
:mount of settlement of the Allied 
|Owners’ claim, such as allowing an 
increase above $5,000,000, may throw 
he whole plan off balance and pos- 
the total amount of 
int ved above the $69,900,000 
ed under the plan. 

\llied Owners’ move in this ree 

t came as a surprise. 
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STRONGLY SITUATED AMUSEMENT STOCKS 


market prices, issues going up one 
to 10 points shortly after the de- 
cision was handed down at noon. 
Result was that the Dow-Jones in- 
dustrial averages finished Monday 
up 4.51 points at 107.17. Averages 
earlier had forged ahead to 108.29 
before meeting profit-taking. It 
was virtually the largest trading 
day since last July, transactions 


SWING UE " ARD " ITH GOLD | ERDICT ‘|. (Radio). 
Capitol—‘Sequoia’ (MG). . e 
accel + + Music Hall — ‘One More Loe 
ad Spring’ (Fox) (21). Ww S é 
’ . D.: : : ° . 
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reduced trading yesterday (Tues- es Babe Net | "Sheramones Runibe’ (Par) 
day) after the atrong rally of te —_ os ia ey eer Los Angeles, Feb. 19. (20). Two theatres, each of smaller ca- 
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more than 1,000,000 shares, and In- 1000 Fox” Ac... dam dd i234 || national Theatre Owners’ Chamber <3). ‘ Sut.op the Crlterien-iaag's New 
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me 2900 RKO 1% 1% %—% on his 10 days’ stay. w Merch 
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top at 123%. Fox A was vactneoered nOnDS Paramount — ‘Mississippi’ mortgage of the City Bank Farmers 
tion, showing a minor gain and i pol vans 101% 103% ot —* THEATRE ASSESSMENT (Par). Trust Co. of $4,000,000, is expected 
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he Supreme Court |] 10/000 Par-Pub. |: 704 70 70% — : ( eal - 
M Sets) upholding the govern- 13,000 Do etfs... eos 69% a Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 19. Roxy—‘Murder on a Honey- situation with respect to participat- 
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<pamgens rn y big upsurge in stock ductions totaling more than $425,000 Par trustees, through Seneca Hold- 
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highest point touched in nearly 12 
26%. 


spite the lack of interest most. of 
last week, the total volume for the 
group was 184,200. And the great 
bulk of this trading came on Mon- 

















MAJOR SKEDS 
AGAIN 





may not replace the Zane Grey 


year’s program. Radio abandoned 
class B pictures last year but since 
that time has felt that this type of 
picture should be returned to the 














Keith theatre property here in a 
decision handed down by Willis H. 
Michell, referee, who heard evidence 
in certiorari proceedings instituted 
by the B. F. Keith Corp. 
Corporation asked reductions on 
both the 1933 and 1934 assessments 
of $1,001,600 each year. Referee cut 
the 1933 assessment to $797,097, and 
the 1934 assessment to $778,168. 


sition’ of radio and the automobile, 


entertain patrons. 


WB RADIO PIC YEARLY 








Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 22 
“Astor — ‘Grand Old Girl’ 











U Calls Off Indie 
Deal with Ostrow, 


Stays as Producer, 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Universal and Lou .Ostrow have 
amicably terminated their deal for 





‘Tbbetson’ Shelved After 


Holywood, Feb. 19, 
Paramount is sidetracking ‘Peter 
Ibbetson’ for the time being. Pic- 


Propose 2 Small 
Theatres on Crit., 





public auction. 

The Par trustees hoped, by ad- 
vertising for bids, to possibly 
reach some kind of a deal but un- 
derstood none was received. Trus- 
tees about a year ago advanced 
$170,000 to the City Bank to clear 
up a full year’s back taxes and 
penalties, with the Par subsidiary, 
Seneca Holding, assigning rents it 
collected to the bank. More re- 


a smaller plot on 44th street as- 
This 
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3 running to nearly 2,000,000 shares. cisniiaaing 62 Ges. daainiens te 

he As has been felt for some time, the Hollywood, Feb. 19. | demonstrated by the fact that the oe to: release werd independent | cently the trustees decided to get 
1 Amusement group was sO —— Feeling that there is a definite] Board of Assessors had offered to ae yor U an a £08 | court authorization to give up the 
Rae ly situated that it ea place in their programs for class B| cut the 1934 assessment only aoan a pone ree soca <i property. 
tay joined the grand os eee oa features, Paramount, Radio and | $34,000. will “be ‘Lady Tubbs’ Homer |The City Bank mortgage covers 
ta a consequence, the pa la 1.97 | Metro are planning to produce a} Theatre corporation stressed the bs cam A gs property in the big plot assessed at 
ls stocks in the group were up TY ‘ | series of pictures for this market at| passage of vaudeville, which made pe od i sire ‘is wn a $5,886,000. There are two other 
| points at the gong meee 2€ | a production cost of under $200,000.| costly backstage equipment obso- | 24% e tae play. pareels in the Par property, the 
3 group average got up to 27%, the| 4+ paramount, this series may or| lete; called attention to the ‘oppo- Lenox hotel assessed at $215,000 and 
ee 


sessed at $121,000. places 


He months. The close was ak westerns on the program. Latter| and cited that there had been a 

i} During the reactionary trend of phase has not been decided. serious loss of revenue as post-pro- . total assessed value of the big site 
‘% many stocks early last week the Metro’s idea is to turn out six of| hibition beer gardens and cafes Making Rounds at Par: at $6,222,000, with the City of New 
amusements had sunk to 24%. De- | those lower priced features on this added floor shows and orchestras to York threatening to raise the tax 


rate this year. 

The Emigrant bank holds the 
mortgage on the Lenox hotel piece 
and will bring foreclosure action, 
it is said. An individual holds the 


day. program if the budget is limited to ture may be permanently shelved, 
Columbia Pictures certificates, | around $175,000. IF ‘JAMBOREE’ CLICKS Picture was originally scheduled | mortgage on the $121,000 parcel and 
which had been firm even last week, Belief is that these short bank- f.- Brian Aherne, later switched to | may also foreclose. 


shot up to a new 1935 high at 41. 
The gtock wound up at 40, where it 
was ahead 2% points. The low 
mark was 37%. 

Eastman Kodak common, which 
had previously gone to a new top 
on declaration of a higher dividend, 
continued to go upwards Monday 
and established a new high for this 
and 1934 at 123. It closed at 


rolled pictures, with possibly one or 
two names in the cast, being strictly 
action pictures will be in demand in 
numerous spots, particularly the far 
and middle west, as week-end pic- 
tures. 

Recent survey made by one of the 
releasing organizations indicated 
that the action picture took prece- 
dence over top stars and name pic- 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Warners will make ‘Radio Jam- 
boree of 1935,’ in type similar to 
Paramount’s ‘Big Broadcast’ films, 
and will make such an air picture 
annually if the first one clicks. 

As did Paramount, Warners will 
utilize top chain acts, photograph- 


Gary Cooper and Ann Harding. 
Commitment for Miss Harding will 
probably be switched to another 
picture. 





Solomon East to Close 
Indie Franchise Deals 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 





NEW RIALTO TO SEAT 
600-850; MAYER WILL OP 


The new theatre to replace the 
Rialto, N. Y., on the same site, now 
looking almost certain to be built, 





year 
: : ine ities Jew Louis A. Solomon, head of Puri- 
; ints. Low was | tures on Saturday and Sunday bills, | 178 the ether personalities in New . 
rer Praia wae still a point ahead | Majors are convinced this is an out- | York. Only one set is Rudy Vallee. | tan Pictures, is en route east to fe Pega» ra oa one 
of the revious week’s finishing | let they have been overlooking. Picture is now in the writing | close franchise deals on his product alae’ as toe tae . acne 
p stages with George Bricker and | with state right exchanges. ready to talk terms with Arthur 


level. The preferred hit 147, for a 
point gain. 

Loew common rallied to 36%, just 
an eighth from its high point of 





Flying East 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Ned Depinet and A. H. McCous- 





Manny Seff handling the script. 


Hauptmann Talks 








He starts releases of the new or- 
ganization in April. C.’C. Burr is 
producing two series of action fea- 
tures for Puritan. 





Mayer on a percentage basis. House 
is at present on a basis of 16% of 
the gross as rent. Lawyers for own- 
ers of the property who propose im- 
with a building and 


last year. It closed Monday at 35%, 0 
st - advance of 2%. Paramount |/@nd left by air for New York Sun- Solomon is due back here late |Proving it 
certificates ran up to 3%, but ended day (17). next month. stores, have been in ne ag 
the day ahead only a quarter at L A TO N Y Paramount News today (Wednes- — a attorney during e 
%. Pathe A came to life Monday . “ day) has Bruno Richard Haupt- Sch I C ke ie 
- . ‘ mann speaking from his prison erg onnects? A guarantee would apply —_— 
wi 


and advanced to 1614, up 1% points. 
RCA Jumps 

Ali Radio Corporation of America 
stocks were strong. The common 
soared to 5% on greatly increased 
volume. It was ahead nearly a 
point at the close. Radio preferred 
A equalled its previous high for the 
year by closing on top at 62%. Here 
it showed a gain of 1% points. 
Radio B, the other preferred, came 
within half a point of its previous 
top by shooting up to 45%. It 
wound up at 45, an advance of 3% 
points. 

Preferred A sold ex-dividend yes- 
terday (Tuesday), but declaration 
of an 87% cents dividend payable 
in April aidcg! materially in bolster- 
ing interest in this issue. 

Warner Brothers common was 
another firm spot, the issue going 
to $4 before meeting profit-taking. 

(Continued on page 27) 





Hazel Jamison Story 
Editor for Laemmle, Jr. 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Appointment of Hazel Jamison, 
formerly in the story department, 
as story editor, is the-first move of 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., to organize his 
executive personnel. Scenario 
editor and production manager will 
be named later in the week. 

Laemmle, Jr., will put ‘Show 
Boat,’ first of his remaining six pic- 
tures for U this season, into work 
early in April. 





M. H. Aylesworth. 
Noah Beery. 
Charles Buckley. 
Leonore Coffee, 
Sherrill Cohen. 
Frederick Collins. 
William Cowan. 
Ned Depinet. 

W. H. Van Dyke. 
Howard Estabrook. 
James Fitzpatrick. 
John C. Flinn. 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Cedric Hardwicke. 
Henry King. 
Arthur Loew. 

Ray Long. 

A. H. McCousland. 
Frank Morgan. 
Johnny Murray. 
Bob Ritchie. 

Mike Rosenberg. 
Rosalined Russell. 
Joe Schenck. 
Louis A. Solomon, 
John F. Wharton, 


N. Y. TO L. A. 


Frank Alstach. 
Reginald Baker. 
Emanuel Cohen. 
Aileen St. John Brenon. 
William L. Fiske, 
Emanuel Cohen. 
Gloria Grafton, 
Dorothy Hall. 
Beatrice Hendricks. 
Fanny Holzman, 

J. J.. McCarthy. 
Gavin Muir. 

Ben Piazza. 

W. G. Van Schmus, 
Tim Whelan. 








John Hay Whitney. 


f 


cell direct to a newsreel camera. 
Newsreel claims an exclusive on the 
clip in showing Hauptmann as the 
first man under death sentence in 
U. S. history to speak to and be 
seen by audiences. 

Besides maintaining he is inno- 
cent, Hauptmann appeals for funds. 








Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

B. P. Schulberg is due in next 
week from New York. 

Reported he has closed financial 
arrangement with Erpi for the three 
pictures he contemplates making as 
an indie. 





WB's Partial Decentralization 





12 Zone Managers 


to Inaugurate Semi- 


Autonomous Theatre Operation 





Twelve Warner zone managers 
have gone back to their territories 
after a three-day conference in New 
York at which certain operating de- 
centralization plans were agreed 
upon. Whether further decentraliz- 
ing of home office functions will be 
determined is not indicated now but 
may depend on results of initial 
moves made in that direction. 

In addition to splitting up the 
huge Philadelphia division into 
zones, for purposes of more decen- 
tralized operation and _ economy, 
both I. J. Hoffman and Moe Silver 
henceforth will headquarter in and 
operate their territories locally in- 
stead at the home office. Each will 
be almost continually traveling to 
and through their divisions, as 





they’ve been doing. 
Hoffman will settle in New Haven 


to operate his New England group, 
while Silver will headquarter in Al- 
bany over his upstate New York 
division. 

Home office operating authority 
otherwise remains unchanged and, it 
is declared, film buying will also 
continue from New York. If there 
is any change with respect to book- 
ing and buying, that may come later 
since this is not the season of the 
year when film deals are set up ex- 
cept to fill in here and there. 

The large Philadelphia division 
formerly presided over by Bill Gold- 
man and since his resignation per- 
sonally watched over by Joe Bern- 
hard, is being cut up into zones. 
Herbert Copelan will be over the 
Atlantic City group, Da®@e Weshner 
in charge of the Philly first runs, 





(Continued on page. 62) 


the percentage arrangement, 
Mayer interested in a new house to 
replace the present Rialto, even if 
its seating capacity will be less than 
present Rialto’s 1,950. 





In the Spring Univ.’s 
Fancy Turns to Musicals 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Following a cycle of mystery 
chillers the past few months, Uni- 
versal will go musical during 
March, April and May with ‘Great 
Ziegfeld,’ ‘Showboat,’ ‘April in 
Paris’ and ‘Sing Me a Love Song’ 
coming up. 

‘Bride of Frankenstein’ and 
‘Werewolf of London’ dreadfuls are 
still in work, to follow the already 
released ‘Edwin Drood.’ 

Directors for two of the musical 
features were assigned last week, 
Edward Sutherland for ‘Ziegfeld,’ 
and James Whale for ‘Showboat.’ 


Mort Blumenstock Ups 


In line with Warners’ partial de- 
centralization policy, Mort Blumen- 
stock, circuit’s advertising director, 
is elevated to first assistant to 
Joseph Bernhard on theatre opera- 
tion. Blumenstock has been with 
the chain for some time and will 
continue to direct advertising . is 
addition to newer duties, 

W. Stewart McDynald remains 











his post as comptroller, 
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Full Govt Support 


* 


for Enforcement 


Of NRA Seen in Huffman-Denver Case 





> 
7 


That the Government means busi- 
ness and will throw its full weight 
in support of the Film Code Author- 
ity decisions is seen in the recent 
action by the U. S. district attor- 
ney's office in the Harry E. Huffman 
automobile lottery dispute in Den- 
ver. Byron Rogers, assistant dis- 
trict attorney, representing the fed- 
eral government, has filed a detailed 
answer in which he raises a number 
of issues not touched on by Huff- 
when he sought a temporary 


man 
restraining order in the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals, Oklahoma 
City. 


Itogers’ outline of the facts makes 
the pending action in the Denver 
district court loom as virtually a re- 
straint of trade case. The assistant 
d. a.. after denying in substance the 
all-eations of the complainant, at- 
tacks the Huffman interests as en- 
tering into a conspiracy, the effect 
of which is to restrain the inter- 
state shipment of motion picture 
films. He also points out that this 
tends to create a monopoly in the 
city of Denver. 

Sol A. Rosenblatt, divisionad ad- 
ministrator, will be an important 
witness for the Denver grievance 
board when the action comes up in 
the district court, it was reported on 
reliable authority. 

Ford Car Giveaway 

The Huffman case started in Den- 
ver, where he is an exhibitor, when 
a competitor complained that Huff- 
man was violating the lottery sec- 
tion of the code. The Denver griev- 
ance board found Huffman guilty 
after it was discovered that he was 
giving away a Ford automobile by 
means of drawings. The Denver 
man lost his appeal to the Code Au- 
thority, and his film service was cut 
off. Then Huffman went to the dis- 
trict court, where his appeal for an 
injunction was refused. The Den- 
ver exhib next appealed to the U. S 


Circuit Court of Appeals in Okla- 
homa City, where he was granted a 
temporary restraining order, pend- 


ing the trial on merits in the dis- 
trict court of Denver. Rogers and 
Assistant U. S. Attorney General 
Masten White, of Denver, defended 
the action of the Denver grievance 
board at this hearine. 

Under the temporary restraining 
order, and until the outcome of the 
trial in the Denver district court is 
known, Huffman will be able to get 
film service. 


Coast 1. C Officer 
Charged with Code 
Breach, Ask Ouster 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 


Harry H. Hicks, member of the 
Los Angeles film zoning and clear- 
ance committee, and vice-president 
of Associated Exhibitors, affiliate of 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America, goes to trial today be- 
fore the local grievance board on 
charges that he violeted the code of 
fair competition of the industry by 


resorting to reduced admissions 
through sale of coupon. ticket 
books. 


Complaint, filed by Jack Berman, 
both as owner of the Meralta the- 
atre and ag director of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of South- 
ern California, in addition to de- 
manding that Hicks resign from the 
z-c board, calls upon the griefers to 
order a setback for Hicks’ Arling- 
ton theatre from the 25c to the 20c 
brackets for four weeks or until 
all coupon books sold at the re- 
duced admission have been re- 
funded. 

Hicks had discontinued the sale 
of the coupon books prior to the fil- 
ing of the complaint, and announced 
his willingness to sign a desist 
order if so directed by the grief 
board. 


Publix Squawks on 


Minneapolis Indies 
Minneapolis, Feb. 19. 


Four more complaints filed by 
Publix circuit, making five in all, 
the latest move in a campaign here 
to stop all schemes like lottery gift 
and bank nights. Cases are sched- 
uled for hearing by the local griev- 
ance board this week. 


Publix complaints, the first filed 
by the big circuit since the code in- 
ception, are against five independent 
Twin City suburban houses—the 
Edina, Boulevard, Garrick, Strand 
and Roxy. Unfair competition in 
violation of the code through the 
employment of lottery gift and bank 
nights is charged. 


K.C., NH. Milw. 
L-C Skeds Next 
Tackled by C.A. 


With the Los Angeles clearance 
and zoning schedule out of the way, 
the Film Code Authority is expected 
to take up the skeds for Kansas 
City, New Haven and Milwaukee 
when the C, A. hearings are resumed 
this week. 

The absence of John C. Flinn, C. 
A. secretary, who was on the west 
coast cleaning up details of the L. A 
schedule last week, delayed consid- 
eration at last week’s confab. The 
actual schedule for the L. A. area 
will not be .drawn up and placed 
into effect until after Flinn returns. 
Loose-end details, which the C. A. 
left for the secretary to handle, ap- 
parently have been ironed out in 
Los Angeles by Flinn. Consequent- 
ly, if the authority here approves 


(Continued on page 60) 


FLINN CLEARS UP L. A. 
ZONING SKED, HOPS EAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Satisfied that the zoning and 
clearance situation here has suffi- 
ciently cleared up for him to take 
his leave, John C. Flinn, executive 
secretary of the Code Authority, 
hopped a plane to New York Satur- 
day (16). After a short stay in the 
east he moves to Kansas City on 
code matters and, then will busy 
himself with New Haven, Conn., ad- 
justments. 

Also likely that Flinn will put in 
appearance at the MPTOA conven- 
tion in New Orleans. 

Expected Los Angeles zoning and 
clearance schedule which John 
Flinn took back to New York for 
final approval will be okayed at 
Thursday's (21) session. 

Flinn is due in New York tomor- 
row (Wednesday), stopping off at 
Kansas City en route. As soon as 
okayed, sked will be put into effect 
here immediately. 


Buckley East for F-WC 
In CA Overbuy Hearing 




















Los Angeles, Feb, 19. 


Charles A. Buckley, head of the 
Fox West Coast legal department, 
left the middle of last week for New 
York where today (Tuesday) he is 
~ heauled to appear before the code 
authority wi.en it hears appeals on 
two film overbuy complaints filed 
last fall against F-WC theairce 

Cases carried up, after denials 
by the local grievance board, are 
those of Mrs. Jennie H. Dodge of 
the Mission, Ventura, and Lou 





Bard, of the Colorado, Pasadena. 


FILMS WILL GET IT 
ON GEN L GHEGKUP 


—_——- 


Sweeping Probe Planned 
Before Any Extension of 
NRA—Senator King 
Leads Move on Picture 
Code 


—_—_— 


ATTEMPT TO BLOCK 





Washington, Feb. 19. 

Congress will rake the film code 
and code authority from top to bot- 
tom before any extension of the In- 
dustrial Recovery Act is authorized. 

Critics of NRA policies and actions 
moved swiftly last week to obtain 
a sweeping investigation into ac- 
tions of division and deputy admin- 
istrators, industry leaders, trade as- 
sociations, code . authorities, and 
others concerned in formulation and 
administration of competition-limit- 
ing compacts. Definite action within 
another month is indicated. 

Direct plans to inquire into com- 
plaints against the film code were 
made by Senator King (Utah), 
chairman of a special judiciary sub- 
committee which will probe com- 
plaints that NRA has encouraged 
and fostered monopolies. Public 
hearings will be initiated in a fort- 
night. 

Making the second direct assault 
on NRA this session, Senators Nye 
(North Dakota) and McCarran 
(Nevada) last week joined forces 
and set in motion a joint Progres- 
sive-Republican and Liberal-Demo- 
crat inquiry. 

Twenty-one specific charges and 
accusations were cataloged in a 
lengthly resolution authorizing a 
comprehensive inquisition before 
new legislation is enacted. Nye- 
Mc-Carron proposition would sup- 
ply $25,000 for inquisitors. 

Try to Counteract 

With administration chieftains 
moving to counteract the inquiry 
demands, the Senate sent the resol- 
ution to the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee, dominated by Roosevelt sup- 
porters, instead of to the less-sym- 
pathetic Commerce Committee of 
which Nye is a member. Attempt 
will undoubtedly be made to side- 
track the proposal in the Finance 
group. 

These actions make it virtually 
certain that all past NRA actions 
will go under a _ Congressional 
microscope before the Blue Eagle 
gets his new two-year lease on life. 
Nye and McCarran, with the back- 
ing of several colleagues, prepared 
for a last-ditch stand to bring the 
charges into the open. 

That the film code is certain to get 
Senate scrutiny is generally ac- 
cepted within industry circles here. 
Nye has, attacked the pact repeat- 


(Continued on page 59) 
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ONCE OVER LIGHT, ON CODE 








Expect OK on Film 
Budget Assessment Plan 


Washington, Feb. 19. 

Approval of film budget and 
assessment plan is_ anticipated 
sometime this week. Draft of order 
for submission to NRA board was 
in the legal mill today (Tuesday) 
and Deputy Administrator W. P. 
Farnsworth was hopeful of action 
within the next few days. 

Vaude amendments likewise were 
reported all set, waiting for legal 
advisors to put finishing touches on 
administrative order and send the 
batch along to the front office for 
final action. 


Rosy Okay on 3,000 
Culled Mobsters Will 
Hand K.0. to 14,000 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Between 3,000 and 4,000 jobs in 
Hollywood now rest in the hands of 
Administrator Sol A. Rosenblatt. 
Last week the Extras Standing 
Committee, headed by Mrs. Mabel 











Kinney, completci its work of 
shearing the Central Casting 
Bureau list of extra talent and 


forwarded the names of those quali- 
fied under NRA to work in pictures 
to the Code Authority for reference 
to Rosy. 

This means that around 14,000 
men and women will have to look 
elsewhere for their livelihood should 
Rosy sanction the Extra Commit- 
tee’s job of paring, for ‘Central 
Casting has had 17,000 aspirants 
on its roster. 


GOV'T IS PONDERING 
LEGALITY CODE WAGE 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Decision as to the legality of the 
wage provisions of the film code is 
expected shortly. Last week Major 
Joseph O. Donovan, local CA repre- 
sentative, turned over the com- 
plaints against S. S. Krellberg to 
the Los Angeles compliance com- 
mittee and U. S. District Attorney 
Hall for action. 

Krellberg, during the production 
of a serial, ‘Lost City,’ is alleged to 
have failed to meet the code wage 
scale. Each violation, if proved, 











calls for a fine of $500. 





Disturbs Exhibs; 


Industrial Film's Cut-Rate Admish 


Hands Off by C. A. 





Both the Hays office and the Film 
Code Authority are maintaining a 
hands-off attitude on the industrial 
film, ‘Forward, America’, which os- 


tensibly was produced as an enter- 
tainment feature of a crusading 
type. It’s a rather obvious siap at 
all chain operations. Picture has 
been causing comment and dis- 
turbance among exhibitors in re- 
cent weeks, particularly those in 
the midwest. Frank Wilson pro- 
duced the film, distributed through 
states rights. 

Film Code Authority maintains it 
can see no code violation, but exhib- 
itors claim the code states that no 
exhibitor’ snc"* ‘over the published 
admission price uf us. “ethods that 
would tend to lower them. Infor- 








mation submitted to distributor or- 


ganizations on this picture indicates 
that this portion of the code is vio- 
lated. 

What is virtually a throwaway 
ticket is reported as being the basis 
for the picture’s selling campaign. 
The feature is offered indies at lit- 
tle or no rental, the film’s attack on 
chain operations being emphasized 
by the distrib. Blocks of tickets are 
planted with independent merchants 
in the city at so much a ticket. The 
fee is variously reported at 8-10c. 
per coupon. These are given away 
by the merchants to customers when 
purchases are made. 

Exhibitors contend that this is 
lowering the published admittance 
price. 

Ad matter calls for a prize con- 
test, $25 in cash for the best es- 
liked the picture’. 


say on ‘why I 


Bi ireworks at 7 Hour Session 
Of C. A; N.Y. End Hurls Charges 
With Nizer Book Main Burnup 


+ 


Smouldering for the past year, 
fire finally burst into conflagration 
within the Now York Film Code 
Authority last week with members 
threatening to furnish ammunition 
for a Congressional investigation of 
that body's activities. 


Charges made during last week’s 
session of the CA included: 


That cases in the field which 
have been on the CA books for 
months have been ignored, while 
those presented by favored sons 
have been pushed through. 


That details of the Code Au- 
thority’s work have been given 
the daily press before actual CA 
members were acquainted with 
the data. 

That preference was shown in 
giving out such information, the 
dailies being favored over the 
trade press. 

That the present revolving 
chairmanship plan results’ in 
having virtually no chairman. 

That details regarding CA ses- 
sions and action on different 
cases is unduly delayed in trans- 
mission to members of the aue 
thority. 

That John C. Flinn, secretary 
of the authority, mishandled his 
job as spokesman of the CA in 
press relations, 

That definite steps should be 
taken looking towards a probe of 
CA affairs without awaiting a 
Congressional investigation, 


Louis Nizer’s Book 


Advance notice on Louis Nizer’s 
new book, which praises the code, 
as published in a daily paper, at- 
tracted bitter comment. Some CA 
representatives described it sare 
castically as an eulogy, but were 
baffled as to how Nizer had so 
many facts about the authority’s 
activities. It was imputed that 
many details revealed in the book 
are new even to members of the 
authority. 

Relative to the way 
press gained preference over the 
trade publications, it was revealed 
that Flinn had been delegated origi- 
nally by the CA to serve as spokes- 
man, giving the press info on de- 
cisions, cases and meetings. Main 
grievance at last Thursday’s (14) 
meeting was that the secretary had 
not been handling the job to the 
satisfaction of some members. At 
least one CA delegate came out 
flat-footed and said he was going 
to get all details of Code Authority 
sessions within 48 hours of such 
confabs or he intended getting a 
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NO HOUSTON VERDICT 


C. A. in N. Y. Fails to Act On Adel- 
man-Horwitz Case 








Action of Adelman, Texas exhib- 
itor who operates the Delman thea- 
tre in Houston, which came up be- 
fore the Film Code Authority in New 
York on appeal several weeks ago, 
was not acted on by the C. A. at 
its meeting last week, although 
brought up for discussion. It is come 
monly known as the Horwitz case 
because Adelman has brought the 
action against Will Horwitz-Texags 
Theatre Co., Preston Amusement 
Co., Hoblitzelle-Horwitz Theatre Ca 
and Interstate Circuit, Inc. 
Discussion has_ reveaied_ that 
Adelman had formerly been plas- 
tered with 210 days clearance on his 
suburban house because it was 
about two miles from the main thee 
atrical area of Houston. His pro- 
tests finally resulted in cutting down 
this clearance to 75 days. The prese- 
ent arguments are apparently over 
whether this 75-day edict is to 
stand. 

Because of the number of opera- 
tions involved, it is expected that 
the decision of the Code Authority 
in this case will go far towards 
clarifying the clearance situation in 





Houston, 





i 


ee 


ee ee ee 











inbtting metalation tients 


eae ee 


Bee 


jae Y 


Se den 








ee Ser.) ee ee 


i 

j 

i 

Ni 
4 
i? 
.h 








R VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, February 20, 1935 











——————SS—— 


No Fancy Figures, 


Holdovers Rule 


L. A: Schools Help David's’ $16,800, 


2 Houses; ‘Wings 





Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 
{Best Exploitation: Chinese-State) 

With couple of holdovers in the 
first run emporiums and ‘Wings in 
the Dark’ at Paramount, grosses for 
the stanza are not geared for big 
take this week. 

Paramount doing nice trade but 
nothing sensational while State and 
Chinese, with ‘David Copperfield,’ 
off bit on second stanzas but man- 
aging average trade through school 
tieups. Latter house also had Sat- 
urday night preview of ‘Naughty 
Marietta,’ which helped. 

Hollywood and RKO, with ‘Devil 
Dogs,’ held over for an additional 
six days, went ’way off on the ex- 
tended period. 

‘The Good Fairy’ is a corker for 
the Pantages, starting off with a 
$2.50 premiere and business more 
than treble the regular average for 
balance of week. ‘Iron Duke,’ at 
the Four Star, not so forte while 
‘The Blue Light,’ another importa- 
tion at the Filmarte, also a disap- 
pointment, 

Chinese and State went after the 
student trade for holdover week of 
‘Copperfield’ by getting the Board of 
Education to break its rule to boost 
theatre attractions. Permitted the 
superintendent of schools to send a 
letter to all school principals in the 
f.. A, drea, personally endorsing the 
picture. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55)—Copperfield’ (MG) (2nd week). 
With school kids flocking at mats 
and preview to boot, trade held up 
in style with take being equal in 
holdover stanza to regular initial in- 
come of average one week attrac- 
tions. Hitting for $7,800 mark. Last 
week pic drew big $13,700. 

Criterion (Partmar) (1,600; 30-40- 
55)—‘Gilded Lily’ (Par). House do- 
ing okay on this one, $2,700. Last 
week ‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par), big 
week at $3,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-30-40) 
— Woman in Red’ (WB) and ‘Light- 
ning Strikes Twice’ (Radio) split. 
With preview tossed in, week helped 
plenty toward $4,100 goal. Last 
week ‘Right to Live’ (WB) and ‘Be- 
hind the Evidence’ (Col) created no 
excitement with $3,500. 

Filmarte (Reisenfeld) (900; 40-50) 
—Blue Light’ (Boag-Du World). A 
weak $1,600. Last week, second of 
‘Man of Aran’ (G-B) fine on $2,200. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-55)— 
‘Iron Duke’ (G-B). Not the big gun 
figured and will have hard tussle to 
hit over $2,700. Last week, second 
for ‘Baboona’ (Fox) $1,600, n.g. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35- 
55-65)—Devil Dogs’ (WB) (2nd 
week.) Off on holdover of six days 
to tune of $3,800. Last week same 


tilm $8,700. 
(2,700; 25-40— 


Pantages (Pan) 
“jood Fairy’ (U). Whirlwind pace 


and will wind up with big $8,500. 
‘Edwin Drood’ (U) through with 
nice $5,000. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Wings in Dark’ (Par) and 
stage show. Fair enough with 
around $15,600 in sight. Last week 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) slowed a bit for 
$18,200. 

RKO (2,950; 25-35-55-65)—‘Devil 
Dogs’ (WB) (2nd week). Went for 
‘his one downtown much better than 
in Hollywood. Current six-day take 
to $5,300. Last week plenty big at 
$12,600, 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55)—‘Copperfield’ (MG) (2nd week). 
Doing very well on holdover with 
around $9,000 in sight. Last week 
great going to $14,000. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
25-30-40-55) — ‘Winning Ticket’ 
(MG) and ‘Lottery Lover’ (Fox), 
split, and st:-ge show. Policy does 
not seem to be what they want, 
though plenty for admission fee. 
Will take bad licking at around 
$2,300. Last week ‘Night Is Young’ 
(MG) and ‘Under Pressure’ (Fox) 
just about eked out cost of stage 
show with little over $3,000. 


BIRMINGHAM FAIR 


‘County cata a $7,700 Pretty 
00 








Birmingham, Feb. 19. 
(Best exploitation: Pantages) 

Rainy weather has dampened the 
spirits of the downtown area but 
such pictures as ‘County Chairman’ 
will do enough business to satisfy. 
Saturday and Sunday, in spite of 
overcast skies, the Alabama was 
packed. Dionne babies short is 
helping too. 

Pantages gets the cake this week 
for exploitation. Whole layout in 
a nutshell is the merchandizing of 
vaudeville with the picture second- 
ary. Newspapers and banners are 
used, but radio stations contribute 
generously for passes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
10) — ‘County Chairman’ (Fox). 
Looks like a natura] for about $7,- 


"$15,600; ‘Fairy’ Big 


4 





700, good considering weather. Last 
week ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) $5,600, just 
fair. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30)—‘Ro- 
mance in Manhattan’ (Radio). Will 
get around $2,500, which is just fair. 
Last week ‘Mighty Barnum’ (UA) 
$3,900, good. 

Pantages (Wilby) (1,850; 30-35)— 
‘Woman in Dark’ (Radio) and 
vaude, Business seems to be pick- 
ing up here every week; $2,500. Last 
week ‘Notorious Gentleman’ (U) 
and vaude, $2,200. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Carnival’ (Col), $2,400, moderate. 
Last week ‘Babbitt’ (F'N), $2,500. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—Peck’'s 
Bad Boy’ (Fox) and ‘Lottery Lover’ 
(Fox), split week. Not gonna set 
the woods on fire. Last week ‘St. 
Louis Kid’ (WB), $1,900, oke, 


‘Sequoia’ Disappoints 
In P’land on Average 
$5,000; ‘Bill’ $9,000 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 19. 
(Best Exploitation: United Artists) 

‘Sequoia’ short of expectations 
this week despite opening barrage 
of exploitation by the United 
Artists. 

Paramount moved its ‘March of 
Time’ bookings to the Liberty after 
one week at the Par. News short 
clicked but Par’s program, with 
vaude, running too long. Parker's 
Broadway picked up some extra biz 
for four days with newsreel of 
Hauptmann trial. 

Pictures currently in the pay dirt 
class are ‘Broadway Bill’ and 
‘Copperfield’ in a fine third week. 

United Artists had serial yarn of 
‘Sequoia’ in daily sheet, also used 
radio and has special tieup with 
Boy Scouts and high schools. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Copperfield’ (MG) (3d week). 
Sticking in good $5,000. Last week 
this film moved into this house for 
a second week of okay $5,600 after 
first nine days at the UA for $7,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40—‘Sequoia’ (MG). Disappoint- 
ing, in view of exploitation cam- 
paign, an average $5,000. Last 
week ‘Clive of India’ (UA) on 12 
days totaled good $7,800. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 
25-40)—‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) and 
vaude. Strong $9,000. Last week 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par), nice on $7,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘West of Pecos’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Fair at $4,500. Last week 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB), a good $6,600. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,400; 25-35)—Enter Madame’ 
(Par) and ‘Evergreen’ (Fox). Down 
to poor $2,000. Last week ‘Music in 
teas and ‘Helldorado’ (Fox) 





‘SPRING’ $15,000, BUFF. 


Town In Fair yyy 4 and 
‘Good Fairy’ Both $7,500. 


Buffalo, Feb. 19. 

Business seems fairly evenly dis- 
tributed this week. The Buffalo, 
Hipp and Lafayette are in the lead, 
former headed for a slightly better 
than average gross. ‘Good Fairy,’ 
at the Lafayette, though running 
along smoothly, is failing to hold up 
to bumper anticipations, 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘One More Spring’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Going along nicely and 
pointing to something over $15,000. 
Last week ‘Rumba’ (Par), and Mitzi 
Green in person, caught on and 
managed to drive figures up to neat 
$18,500, 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40) —Devil 
Dogs’ (WB). Will do nicely but 
hardly expected to beat $7,500. Last 
week ‘Copperfield’ (MG) (2nd week) 
a nice $8,500, making fine $22,000 
for two weeks. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—‘Night Is Young’ (Radio) and ‘So- 
ciety Doctor’ (MG). Another double 
and looks to get fair $7,000. Last 
week ‘Sequoia’ (MG) and Laurel 
and Hardy, up to good $8,300. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—‘Chan 
in Paris’ (Fox) and ‘Red Hot Tires’ 
(WB). Double feature house seems 
to be hitting nice stride again. Cur- 
rently around $6,000. Last week 
‘Under Pressure’ Fox) and ‘Home 
on Range’ (Par) lively for $6,400. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25—‘Good 
Fairy’ (U). Plenty of advertising 
but a slow start. Picture a little 
ritzy for this house. Looks about 
$7,500. Last week ‘Man Who Re- 
claimed His Head’ (U) and ‘I’ve 
Been Around’ (U) dropped off to 
$6,000. 


SALLY RAND HYPOES 
FOX, B’KLYN, $24,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 19. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 

Fabian'’s Fox occupying spotlight 
this week in the downtown sector. 
That gal, Sally Rand, is doing the 
balloon thigamajig on stage and 
‘Under Pressure’ on screen. Fox 
will gross a big $24,000, thanks to 
Sally. Show holds over. Para- 
mount down the avenue with 
‘Gilded Lily’ on screen is figured for 
goodly $18,000, okay. 

Other houses also thawing out 
after weeks of sluggish biz. 

Fox capitalizing the Rand ap- 
pearance by carrying the usual 
nude pix of the lassie in display ads 
and tying up her name with local 
fur houses, shoe shops and candy 
joints. 

Larry Cowan, house p.a. engi- 
neered tieup for Sally with White 
Swan bread. Idea was that bread 
and Rand were two sensations 
worth tasting. Rand speech to sales 
executives at the Roosevelt last 
week and her appearance on the U. 
S. Tllinois got plenty space in 
dailies. 


Estimates for This Week 
Paramount ($4,000; 25-35-50-65) 

















Cincy Squawkless; 


Fairy’ $10,000, ‘ 


‘Spring’ $12,000, 
Devil Dogs’ $9,000 





Cincinnati, Feb. 19. 

‘One More Spring’ is the bright 
bloom in the crop of new screenings, 
scenting the Palace b. o. for $12,000. 
‘Good Fairy’ is wanding $10,000 at 
the Albee and ‘Devil Dogs’ is re- 
storing Keith’s to the heavy bucks 
division for the first time in months 
with 9 Gs, 

‘David Copperfield’ in its third 
downtown week, last week, chalked 
up a new high for the Grand at 
$5,200. This week it is making an- 
other local record by rounding out 
a month’s stay on the main line; 
taal unequalled since dear old 

‘Good Fairy’ and ‘Devil Dogs’ 
were advanced with extra display 
space in the dailies. Only outside 
effort to exploit a current flicker 
was a tie-up with the Times-Star 
on ‘Devil Dogs.’ It called for use 
of stills on the pic in several office 
ads by the paper to plug its classi- 
fied ad section and was sans prizes. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘One More Spring’ (Fox). Baxter- 
Gaynor reunion the magnet for an 


okay $12,000. Last week ‘Rumba’ 
(Par), $9,500, allright. 

Albee (RKO) = (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Good Fairy’ (U). An audience 


smash and hurrahed by cricks as 
a rare high-class comedy. Started 
slow, but put on steam the second 
day. Building to a good $10,000 and 
seems sure for second week switch 
to a smaller downtown house. Last 
week ‘Clive of India’ (UA), $11,000, 





a bit helow expectations, 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 





‘Devil Dogs of the Air’ (WB). 
Luke-warm notices no chill at b. o. 
Cagney and O’Brien rooters and 
air-thrill fans started holdout biz 
the first night. Aiming for $9,000, a 
stratosphere mark at this house in 
late months. Second week a cer- 
tainty. Last week ‘Woman in Red’ 
(WB), climbed steadily to $5,500, 


hotcha. 

Lyric (RKO) = (1,400; 
‘Charlie Chan in Paris’ (Fox), 
Maybe $5,000, good. Same figure 
last week on ‘Band Plays On’ (MG). 

Capitol (RKO). (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Society Doctor’ (MG). Anemic from 
want of names. Condish poor from 
reception, but will linger through 
week. Might get $3,000, lowest tem- 
perature here in moons. Last week 
‘Enchanted April’ (Radio), $4,500, 
not bad. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘David Copperfield’ (MG), (4th, final 
week) $3,500, great. Last week 
$5,200, theatre’s new high. Pie got 
$15,500 in first week at Albee and 
rm hg on eight-day transfer to 
ayric. 

Family (RKO) (15-25)—‘Mystery 


35-42)— 


Woman’ (Fox) and ‘Straight from 
the Heart’ (U), split, $2,100, nice. 
Last week ‘Red Hot Tires’ (WB) 
and ‘Wednesday’s Child’ (Radio), 
divided, $2,300. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 15-20-30)— 
‘Imitation of Life’ (U).’ A down- 


town returner after ciose to three 
months, Fast week-end pace in- 
dicates $3,000, best trade for this 
house in quite a spell., Tuc: week 
‘Mysterious Mr vag’ (Mon), 
2,200, wit é.ength gain in last 
half. 





‘Enchanted April’ Weak $3,000 in Philly: 
‘Good Fairy, Roxy-Mastbaum, $28,000 





—‘Gilded Lily’ (Par). Pix got pleas- 
ant notices with good results, $18,- 
000. Last week ‘Wings in the Dark’ 
(Par) proved turkey at $15,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65)—Under 
Pressure’ (Fox) and stage show 
with Sally Rand proving a magnet 
at the b.o., $24,000 smash biz. Pic- 
ture and Miss Rand holdover. Last 
week ‘Iron Duke’ (GB) snared 
$17,000. 

Metropolitan (3,000; 25-35-50-65) 
—Shadow of Doubt’ (Metro) and 
vaude. Won't produce wildish $18,- 
500. Last week ‘Winning Ticket’ 


(MG), $19,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-65)—‘Good 
Fairy’ (U) and vaude. Looks only 
$14,000, under average. Last week 
‘County Chairman’ (Fox), $14,000, 
mild. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Ba- 
boona’ and ‘Maybe Its Love’ (WB), 
lively $8,000. Last week ‘Secret 
Bride’ (WB) and ‘Home on the 
Range’ |IND), $8,500, okay. 


Indianapolis Strong; 
Devil Dogs’ $11,500 
And ‘Spring’ at $8,000 


Indianapolis, Feb. 19. 
(Best Exploitation: Lyric) 

In a week loaded with compet!i- 
tion, Lyric is toppin+s town with a 
great $11,500 on its combination of 
‘Devil Dogs’ and six-act stage bill 
headlining Eddie Peabody. Vaude 
is being given credit here for a 
share of the extra business. 


‘One More Spring’ is doing very 
well at the Apollo, while the Indiana 
is also up in the money. ‘Sequoia’ 
is having a tough time against these 
attractions and is lagging at the 
Palace. 

Very little outside exploitation, 
but the Lyric’s alertness in playing 
up the fact that the ill-fated Macon 
could be seen in action in ‘Devil 
Dogs’ aroused considerable interest. 
This was emphasized via radio and 
in all newspapers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25- 
40) ‘One More Spring’ (Fox). Gay- 
nor-3axter combo always means 
good business at this house; re- 
turns promise a dandy $8,000 which 
may mean holdover. Last week 
‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox), $3,500. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
‘Best Man Wins’ (Col) and ‘Gilded 
Lily’ (Par). Latter film a repeat; 
played at Indiana originally; duo 
getting nowhere at $2,500, bad. Last 
week ‘Edwin Drood’ (U), weak at 
$3,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 25-40) 
‘Good Fairy’ (U). Title virtually 
obscured in ads with Sullavan and 
Marshall getting the play. Business 
okay at $7,500. Last week ‘Rumba’ 
(Par) moderately good at $6,000. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40) 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and vaude. Open- 
ed big and holding up well. House 
forced to five shows daily first three 
days with Eddie Peabody on stage, 
at $11,500, a smash. Last week 
‘Man’s a Man’ (Fox) and Paul Ash 
on stage, excellent $10,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 
25-40) ‘Sequoia’ (MG). Swell no- 
tices but is off from average at 
weak $3,000. Too much opposish. 
Last week ‘Clive of India’ (UA) fair 
at $5,200. 


‘LILY’ SWEET $16,000 
IN NEWARK; STATE 106 


Newark, Feb. 19. 

(Best Exploitation: Branford) 

Fortune is smiling on the Newark 
this week. Very nice $16,000 cur- 
rently for ‘Gilded Lily.’ Nothing 
else in town is big but the Bran- 
ford will be all right with ‘Good 
Fairy’ and ‘Carnival.’ 

The Shubert seems to have quit 
on its grand opera warfare Sunday 
nights with the Mosque and is run- 
ning Italian dramas. The Mosque 
proceeds with Italian operas. 

Commencing its splurge for ‘Devil 
Dogs’ the Branford had 2,800 mem- 
bers of the Bamberger Airplane 
Club for a preview, also had model 
planes judged by members of the 
Newark Airport staff. With the 
Warner main office dropping this 
house on publicity, William Sher- 
man, assistant manager, doing all 
campaigns. 

Estimates for This Week 











Branford (VB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Good. Fairy’ (U) and ‘Carnival’ 
(Col). Can hardly fail to come 


through with over $9,000. Last week 

‘Iron Duke’ (GB) and ‘White Cock- 

atoo’ (WB) held up to nice $9,500. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- 








Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 
(Best exploitation: Stanley) 

With the exception of the Fox and 
Stanley, all the larger downtown 
film houses are figured to take sharp 
drops in attendance this week, 
which promises to be the leanest in 
couple of months. 

Fox has ‘One More Spring,’ and it 
looks rather good—not as strong as 
some former Gaynor films, but above 
average. It will get seven days 
(having opened Thursday), but is 
unlikely for a second week; $22,000 
indicated for the seven days. 

Smartest exploitation trick this 
week is credited to WB in behalf of 
their ‘Devil Dogs of the Air’ at the 
Stanley. Major-General Smedley D. 
Butler, Capt. G. B. Landenburger, 
Capt. P. W. Foote, Major P. D. Cor- 
nell and Sgt Charles Jessen, of the 
Marines, attended the opening and 
afterward broadcast their reactions 
over Station WIP. Butler, because 
of his famous reign as Public Safety 
Director and his campaigns against 
booze in Philly, is still a notable 
figure here. g 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 35-45-55)—‘Scarlet 
Pimpernel’ (UA). Ought to get a 
neat $10,000 for second week on top 
of last week’s strong $12,500. 

Arcadia (600; 25-35-40)—‘Gilded 
Lily’ (Par). Management expect- 
ing round $2,500 for this second run, 
Last week, ‘Enter Madame’ (Par). 
Weakish $1,500 in five days. 

Boyc (2,400; 35-40-55)—‘Night Is 
Young’ (MG). Only a fair $9,000 
seen despite good notices. Last 


week, ‘David Copperfield’ (MG). 
Third week and still strong at $11,- 
000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Win- 
ning Ticket’ (MG) and vaude. No 
names on bill. May squeeze out 


$14,500. Last week, ‘Carnival’ (Col) 
and vaude. Just topped $15,000 
mark. 


Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘One More 
Spring’ (Fox) and _ stage show. 
Helen Compton's Bryn Mawr Or- 
chestra featured. Excellent $22,000 
for combo which will get seven 
days. Second week unlikely. Last 
week, ‘My Heart Is Calling’ (Fox), 


second run and floppo here. $10,000 
in 5 days. 
Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘En- 


chanted April’ (Radio). First Ann 
Harding pic in some time, not big. 
Notices flabby and won’t get over 
$3,000, Last week, ‘Little Men’ 
(Mascot), $2,900—poor. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50) —David 
Copperfield’ (MG). Moved here for 
second run and ought to get strong 


$4,200. Last week ‘Clive of India’ 
(UA). Good $3,400. 
Roxy-Mastbaum (4,800; 55-75)— 


‘Good Fairy’ (U) and stage show. 
Pix got fair notices. Maybe $28,- 
000. Last week, $43,800 for ‘Wome 
an in Red’ (FN) plus Jack Benny, 
who drew the dough. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-40-55)——‘Devil 
Dogs of the Air’ (WB). Good no- 
tices and exploitation; $12,500 like- 
ly. Last week, ‘Rumba’ (Par). Poor 
$8,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-50)—‘Mills 
of the Gods’ (Col). Another weak 
sister. $5,000 will be tops. Last 
week, ‘Society Doctor’ (MG), $4,900 
—poor. 





40)—‘Kid Millions’ (UA) and T Sell 
Anything’ (FN). Should click with 
$4,500. Last week ‘Forsaking All 
Others’ (MG) and ‘It’s A Gift’ (Par) 
less than hoped for at $4,100. 


Little (Franklin) (299; 30-40)— 
‘Sluby Ulanskie’ (Polish). Another 
all Polish bill and $1,500. Expected 


to hold over. Film opening day and 
date with New York, not an un- 
mixed blessing. Last week ‘Mutter 
und Kind’ (Tobia) and ‘Walzer- 
paradies’ (Cap), crimson with $450, 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)—‘So- 
elety Doctor’ (MG) and vaude. 
Opening bad but picking up. Can 
hardly do better than poor $10,000, 
however. Last week ‘Winning 
Ticket’ (MG), less than $10,000. 

Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 20-99)—‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) 
and ‘Champagne Cocktails Revue’ 
on stage. Will be a smash at over 
$16,000. Last week another nice one 
with ‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par), 
over $14,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-55)— 
‘East River’ (Fox) and ‘Babbit’ 
(FN). House gets an unusual War- 
ner booking as Warners here over- 
board on product. Ten days will 
be okay at $11,000. Last week, five 
days of ‘Baboona’ (Fox), and ‘Grand 
Old Girl’ (Radio) n.s.h. at $6,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
40)—‘County Chairman’ (Fox) and 
‘Son -f _.cel’ (Chesterfield) with 
Million Dollar Baby’ (Mono) and 
‘Mystery Woman’ (Fox), split. Got 
a break on Will Rogers, but neigh- 
borhoods cutting in again on second 
run. Nice at $4,500. Last week 
‘Red Morning’ (Radio) and ‘World 
Accuses’ (FD) with ‘Once to Every 
Bachelor’ (Syn) and ‘Rescue Squad 
(Syn), split, $3,500. 
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New Pix Steps Up Chi Gross Pulse: 
Copperfield Big $20,000 on Opener; 
‘Wings’ $42,000; ‘Chairman’ $5,500 








Chicago, Feb. 19. 
Week started badly on messy 
weather, but came back strong over 
the week end and will menage to 
deliver pretty healthy grosses in 
most of the spots. Business has 
gone to night trade currently, with 

the matinees lagging far behind. 
Getting a heavy night play are 
such spots as the Chicago, with 


‘Wings in the Dark’ and _ the 
‘Vanities’ tab, and the Palace, 
with ‘Mystery of Edwin Drood.’ 


Getting the bulk of the afternoon 
business is the United Artists, 
where ‘David Copperfield’ is turning 
them over slowly. Only the unusual 
length of this picture has prevented 
a new high for the house. Doing 
six and seven shows daily instead of 
the regular eight and nine, which is 
particularly retarding the gross pace 
at night. Pace of the opening was 
held back by a bad weather break, 
but came back with a roar, and at 
present gallop should click for five 
weeks, a record stay for the loop 
these days. 

No holdovers this week for either 
the Apollo or the Garrick, which is 
giving these two houses a chance of 
ace coin currently on new flickers. 
New Will Rogers flick, ‘County 
Chairman,’ is pounding away to fine 
grosses in the loop, with ‘Baboona’ 
an okayer at the Garrick on wide 
promotion and publicity, besides be- 
ing the first animal reeler in this 
section in months. 

Only holdover in the entire down- 
town is ‘Devil Dogs,’ which is pac- 
ing nicely at the Roosevelt, and 
should make it a three-week stay 
before giving place to ‘Sweet Mu- 
sic,’ which is waiting patiently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-55)— 
‘County Chairman’ (Fox). Will 
Rogers always collects his follow- 
ing and they're streaming in prof- 
itably to fine $5,500. Last week 
‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) completed a 
long sojourn in the loop to good $4,- 
300. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—'‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par) and 
‘Vanities’ tab. Started slowly on 
Friday (15) but building steadily, 
especially on evening trade. Show- 
ing strength capability of $42,000, 
which means a big profit for the 
house despite heavy tax of the tab 
show. Last week ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) 


and John Boles on _ stage held 
strongly in their second week for 
$32,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55)— 
‘Baboona’ (Fox). Animal flicker 


started well and will finish to a 
good opening session at $4,000. Last 
week ‘Iron Duke’ (GB) managed a 
meat $3,300. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Henry Busse band on stage adding 
to strength. Gross nothing to 
rave about, maybe $14,000. Last 
week weather ruined chances for 
the family trade on the draw of the 
Dionne parents and the added han- 
dicap of a picture which had al- 
ready played all the nabe spots held 
the gross to $15,200, mild figure. 
Picture was ‘Hell in the Heavens’ 
(Fox). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55)— 
‘Edwin Drood’ (U) and _ vaude. 
House in the dumps currently and 
will have to struggle to better $15,- 
000, weakish. Last week ‘Good 
Fairy’ (U) built on good comments 
to excellent $18,400. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55- 
65)—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) (2d week). 
Will stick on pace to good $13,000 
currently. Last week powerful 
$21,100 for the initial stanza. Will 
stick one more week until ‘Sweet 
Music’ (WB) arrives. 


State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20- 
25-35)—‘Strange Wives’ (U) and 
vaude. Steady pace of the house 


holds to $11,000, good, currently. 
Last week ‘Cheating Cheaters’ 
(Col) managed a splendid $12,200. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
85-55-65)—‘Copperfield’ (MG). Wal- 
loping flicker for starter at $20,000 
in the offing. Only length of pic- 
ture is holding gross down. Will 
stick four to five weeks. Last week 
‘Clive’ (UA) finished good three 
weeks to $8,800, ok. 


‘Spring’ $8,000, Columbus; 
‘Clive’ Around $7,500 


Columbus, Feb. 19. 
(Best Exploitation: Majestic) 

One day’s run was discouraging 
enough for ‘Evergreen,’ so that the 
Hartman pulled it. Also cancelled 
‘Power,’ and thereby ended that 
house’s new pic policy. 

Majestic sprang a good will plug 
Saturday (16) by hooking up with 
newspaper and firemen old toy cam- 
paign, inviting kids to morning 
showing of ‘Skippy,’ with lecture by 
news cartoonist. Old toys were ad- 
missions. Gag went over big with 
newspaper and civic officials. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,075; 30-42)— 

Will take 





‘One More Spring’ (Fox). 





$8,000, with Baxter favorite in his 
home town. ‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox) 
and ‘Romance in Manhattan’ (Ra- 
dio) shook out weak $4,500 last 
week. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,076; 30-42)— 
‘Clive of India’ (UA). Should make 
bid for nice $7,500. Last week 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) $8,750. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 30-42) 
—Rumba’ (Par). Around $6,500. 
Last week ‘Bachelor Girl’ (MG) 
drew $8,000, swell hunk for any 
week. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 80-42)— 
‘Home on Range’ (Par) and ‘Bab- 
bitt’ (FN). Good for $3,000. Last 
week ‘Secret Bride’ (WB) and 
‘Silver Streak’ (Radio), $2,500. 

Hartman (Neth) (1,400; 30-42)— 
‘Iron Duke’ (GB). Weak with 
$2,500. ‘Evergreen’ (GB) pulled 
after one day’s run. 


‘OFFICE HOURS 
BIG $28,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 19. 
(Best Exploitation: Capitol) 

Phrase film fare really meant 
something’ last week to 2,000 
patrons of downtown house who 
rolled out with the milkman to en- 
jov ‘coffee, donuts, toast and Gable.’ 

Government typewriter-pounders, 
charwomen, wuxtry boys, and 
school kids showed up at 6 a.m. in 
dreary rain to see the Capital's first 
before-breakfast show. Ironically, 
film was ‘After Office Hours.’ But 
even government hours aren't that 
long. 

Before feature went on, 100 gal- 
lons of coffee, 1,600 sinkers, 5,000 
slabs of toast, and 15 gallons of 
cream had disappeared. 

Everybody doing oke 
with three Loew spots 
the shekels hand over 
grosser is ‘After Office Hours’ at 
the Fox despite the fact that 
Everett Marshall had to cancel his 
stage appearance at the last minute 
because of laryingitis. ‘David Cop- 
perfield’ at the Palace will bust all 
records on its second week and 
‘Bengal Lancer’ at the Columbia is 
pushing the mark of the huld-over 
spot on its third downtown week. 

Earle is experimenting with six- 
day stage ongagement, first time 
done here ‘n years. Fact that Jack 
Benny had to return to N, Y. fora 
broadcast on Sunday sent the day 
down near a new low. One-third 
of those approaching the b. o. 
turned away when ¢he doorman 
moaned that Benny wasn’t in the 
house. Many of the crowd had come 
from miles out of town and were 
lost for good. Total on the week, 
however, should be oke. 

Fox turned the town upside down 
with a preview of ‘After Office 
Hours,’ preceded by coffee, dough- 
nuts and toast, at 7:30 a. m. the 
day before opening. Stunt, ballyed 
as ‘before office hours,’ drew 2,300 
customers and sent ’em all out as 
walking ads on the pic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60) 
—Good Fairy’ (U). Opened Wed- 
nesday (13) and being held through 
to put house back on a Friday 
schedule. Should see. ok.. $10,000 
on nine days. Last week ‘Murder 
on Honeymoon’ (Radio) lasted four 
days with light $3,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60) 
—‘Carnival’ (Col) and vaude. Pic 
not much draw as evidenced by 
floppo on Sunday when Jack Benny 
skipped his stage appearances for 
N. Y. alring. Benny is packing ’em, 
however, and week should see nice 
$20,000. Last week ‘Devil Dogs’ 
(WB) got a nice start on plenty 








this week, 
pulling in 
fist. Top 


bally but slipped slightly. Good 
$19,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘After. Office Hours’ (MG) and 
vaude. Everett Marshall replaced 


at last minute on stage by Lita 
Grey Chaplin, which hurt. Sock 
campaign on pic, though is sending 
gross toward a beautiful $28,000. 
Last week ‘Rumba’ (Par) got a 
passable $20,000 with Givot in per- 
son. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘David Copperfield’ (MG). Busting 
high for repeat week with a prob- 
able $18,000. Last week same pic 
won a big $23,000. 


Met (WB) (1,583; 25-40)—‘First 
World War’ (Fox). Doing a very 
satisfactory $6,000. Last week 


‘Maybe It’s Love’ (FN) light $2,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40)— 
‘Bengal Lancers’ (Par). Third 
week on mainstem and clicking with 
sock $6,500. Last week ‘Helldorado’ 
(Fox) not as bad as might be with 
fair $3,500. 








Exploitation 





Commencing this week in 
the box office reports, VARIETY 
will attempt to single out the 
best local exploitation cam- 
paigns of the week. 

Purpose is to illustrate to 
exhibitors in general how pic- 
tures are sold by other exhib- 
itors, particularly in the key 
cities, and to give credit where 
due for showmanship. 


Kitty Carlisle, 
P.A. With ‘Dogs, 
$30,000 in Det. 











Detroit, Feb. 19. 

(Best exploitation: Fox, Adams) 

With a break in the severe cold 
box-offices this week will react 
favorably. Couple the weather 
break to the stage breaks at the 
Fox and Michigan and there should 
be nothing to impede good grosses 
at both houses, Fox has the Dionne 
parents on stage, with plenty of 
ballyhoo designed to bring Canadi- 
ans across the Detroit river. Ap- 
pearance ig billed as only one in 
Michigan. At the Michigan is 
‘Devil Dogs’ and Kitty Carlisle in 
person, 

Adams had special truck convey- 
ing live and stuffed animals, to 
represent a scene from ‘Baboona’ 
(Fox), traversing downtown area 
and really stopping crowds. Fox 
used big campaign, in and out of 
press, for Dionne parents. 


Estimates for This Week 


Michigan (United-Detroit) (4,100; 
25-35-55)—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and 
Kitty Carlisle in person. First 
personal for Miss Carlisle and 
should hit sweet $30,000. Last 
week ‘Rumba’ (Par) near $15,000. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 25-35-55)— 
‘Carnival’ (Col) and stage show. 
Ed Lowry and Mr. and Mrs. Oliva 
Dionne. All will center around the 
personal appearance of the Dionne 
parents. Big ad campaign and 
other stunts should amount to an- 
ticipated $16,000, fine. Last week, 
‘Enchanted April’ (Radio) with 
Benny Meroff and ork. Stage drew 
most of $13,000. 


United Artiste (United-Detroit) 
(2,070; 25-35-55)—"Copperfield’ (MG) 
(2d week). Town going for this 
one, although prospects only $5,000 
on holdover. Last week near $9,000, 
very nice, 

Fisher (United-Detroit) (2,975; 
25-30-40)—‘Bachelor Girl’ (MG) and 
‘Band Plays On’ (MG). Dual should 





turn in about average $3,200. Last 


Bway Holdovers F inal Week 


Pretty Fair; Holiday Brings 
New Films for 3-Day Weekend 


a ? 





week ‘Bordertown’ (WB) and 
‘Secret Bride’ (WB) also around 
$3,200. 


Adams (Balaban) (1,770; 25-40)— 
‘Baboona’ (Fox) and ‘I’ve Been 
Around’ (U). Back to regular policy 
of first runs. Should reach $4,000, 
nice. Last week ‘Chan in Parls’ 
(Fox) and ‘Woman in Dark’ 
(Radio), a struggle to get $3,300. 

State (United-Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—Red Hot Tires’ (FN) and 
‘Maybe It's Love’ (FN). Double 
should lift house out of the fog; 
near $3,500, fair. Last week ‘Night 
is Young’ (MG) and ‘Best Man 
Wins’ (Col), $3,000. 


DENVER DULL 
WITH ‘SEQUOIA’ 
AT $4,000 





(Best exploitation: Denham) 
Denver, Feb. 19. 
Not much excitement this week 
but most houses in fair shape. 
Denham splitting the heavens 
with a plane and loud speaker, 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Under Pressure’ (Fox). An- 
ticipate $2,000. Not hot. Last week 
‘White Cockatoo’ (WB) let the 
house down below average for 
$2,000. 

Denham (Cooper) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par). Fair 
enough around $5,500. Last week 
‘Gilded Lady’ (Par) got $6,000, good. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘One More Spring’ (Fox). Look 
for $4,500, fair.. Last week ‘Clive of 
India’ (UA) did nicely. Standouts 
were chalked up over the week end, 
and the week closed with $7,500 in 
the bank—a nice figure. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-50)—‘Sequoia’ (MG). May take 
$4,000, dull.- Last week ‘Devil Dogs 
of the Air’ (WB) did a strong, 
steady business all week, and had a 
standout Sunday night. Closed with 
$7,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘David Copperfield’ (MG), four 
days on current week after three on 
last split with ‘Red Hot Tires’ 
(FN), and ‘Maybe It’s Love’ (FN), 
double bill, for probable $1,700. Last 
week ‘The First World War’ (Fox) 
and ‘David Copperfield’ (MG), split, 
rang up a@ good week. ‘Copperfield’ 
yanked the gross up to $2,750 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 20-25)— 
‘Murder in the Clouds’ (FN), and 
stage show. Expect $3,000. 





‘Pimpernel’ and Savo Big $17,500: 
‘Spring’ Fair $5,000 in Baltimore 





Baltimore, Feb. 19. 
(Best exploitation: Century) 

Burg is blossoming currently with 
a united front of sturdy grossers. 
No sensations, but no slumberers. 
Ideally spring-like weather is a big 
help to the b.o.’s, 

Century is the stand-out with 
‘Pimpernel’ and a stage-show that, 
while n.s.g. in toto, possesses Jimmy 
Savo who is piling 'em in the aisles 
and causing plenty of comment. Pic- 
ture won sparkling reviews, which 
help here; gross heading to a nice 
$17,500. 


The New is having a nice session, 
nicest spot has had in some time. 
‘One More Spring’ took a lacing 
from the press, which hurt consid- 
erably, but Janet Gaynor and War- 
ner Baxter are drawing. Nights 
are finding biz rather weak, but big 
matinees provide the largest that 
will whisk week's figure up to a 
shade over $5,000, 

Surprise of the week is the biz 
the Stanley is doing with ‘Woman 
in Red.” Barbara Stanwyck had 
been weak here for some time and 
house inked the film in for only six 
days. Opened Saturday to a fine 
house and held pace right through. 
Six-day week looks to total into a 
good $7,500. 

A new and neat exploitative stunt 
was effected by Herb Morgan of the 
Century when he induced a news- 





paper columnist to award in print 
potted pimpernels to localities do- 


ing commendable civie good-turns 
during the week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15- 
2§-35-40-55-66) ‘Pimpernel’ (UA) 
and stage-show topped by Jimmy 
Savo. Pic cascading daily and warm 
comment spurs it on. Heading for 
fine $17,500. Last week ‘Sequoia’ 
(MG), and Benny Davis’ reyue on 
rostrum, corking $19,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15 - 25 - 35 - 40-55-66) ‘Murder on 
Honeymoon’ (Radio) and ‘Live, 
Laugh and Love’ unit on stage. Pic 
is figured a weakie heré; the unit is 
being accorded top billing and get- 
ting all the selling efforts. Looks 
like fair $13,000 for the combo. Last 
week same for ‘Enchanted April’ 
(Radio) and Dorsey Bros.’ band on 


stage. Slightly profitable, but un- 
der predictions. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40) ‘Good Fairy’ (U). 
Opens tonight (Tuesday) at 6 p.m. 
Closing out an 11-day stretch is 


‘Gilded Lily’ (Par), which copped a 
very good $7,200 during first seven 


days, and a fine $3,000 during the 
remaining four. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- 
55-40-50) ‘One More Spring’ (Fox). 
Vigorously spanked by crix, but 
names on marquee keeping it going 
well; okay $5,000. Last week ‘Chan 
in Paris’ (Fox), wangled only a 
meek $2,900. 

Stanley (WE) (3,450; 15-25-40) 
‘Woman in Red’ (FN). Surprisingly 
spirited; pointing for sturdy $7,500. 
Last week ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB), nifty 


$10,5 1, 


— 


Considering that there are four 
major holdovers on Broadway, film 
boxoffices this week on the whole 
are rather good. Weather, with a 
premature tint of spring, is bring- 
ing out the crowds. 

Of the new arrivals ‘Behold My 
Wife’ (Roxy) and ‘Carnival’ (Rial- 
to) are doing best. Former has a 
chance to hit $35,000 but won't en- 
deavor a holdover, ‘Night Life of 
the Gods’ being booked for Friday 


(22). The Rialto tenant may 
mount to $12,000. 
The Roxy was robbed Sunday 


night (17) but was hurt none with 
page one stories of the burglary. 
This was refiected in Monday's 
business. ‘ 

‘Right to Live’ stays only a week 
at the Rivoli, unusual for this run 
operation. ‘Folies Bergere’ comes 
in Friday (22). 

All four holdovers are okay, led 
by ‘Pimpernel’ at the Music Hall, 
which should see $70,000 or over on 
its second week. ‘Devil Dogs’ will 
probably get $24,000 on its second 
stretch of seven days at the Strand, 
but goes out because product has 
piled up on Warners due to the re- 
cent closing of house from fire. 
‘Sweet Music’ opens tonight (Wed- 
nesday). 

Except that ‘Copperfield’ must be 
delivered to Metro accounts, and a 
problem on product at the Met, 
Brooklyn, the Cap would hold this 
picture a sixth week. Its fifth, cur- 
rent, looks very good at possibly 
$35,000. Paramount's second week 
of ‘Gilded Lily’ a bit under expecta- 
tions but okay at $20,000 or slightly 
over. 

With another holiday coming 
Friday (Washington’s Birthday), all 
first run houses will be prepared for 
a sock with fresh product. There 
won't be a single picture going into 
a second week on that holiday for 
a three-day weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 25-40-55)—'‘Little 
Men’ (Radio). Getting no night 
business and a disappointment at 
slow stride suggesting only $5,000 
on week. ‘Winning Ticket’ (MG), 
in ahead, only slightly better, $5,500, 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 
‘Copperfield’ (MG) (5th week), 
Running to over $40,000 last week 
with Lincoln's birthday to help, this 
one still holds up remarkably well: 
maybe $35,000 this week, fifth and 
its last. Would stay a sixth except 
for product difficulties. 

Criterion (875; 25-40-65)—‘Home 
on Range’ (Par). Western not do- 
ing so well at $5,300 on week, but 
will be held three days. House 
bringing in ‘When A Man’s A Man’ 
(Fox) in time for holiday. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘No- 
torious Gentleman’ (U). May reach 
$11,000. ‘Trial of Century’ (Super- 
Special Attractions) may be help- 
ing a little here, but at Astor this 
Hauptmann material two-reeler 
isn’t exciting much. ‘Maybe It’s 
Love’ (WB), predecessor here, poor, 
$5,000. 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-65)—Wings 
in Dark’ (Par) and vaude. Doing 
average business, around $10,500. 
Last week ‘Bordertown’ (WB) fared 
well, hitting $11,000. 

Paramount (2,564; 35-55-75-85)— 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) (2nd week). Not 
up to advance high hopes but with- 
in safety zone at $20,000, may be 
better, on second week. First seven 
days $31,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (4,945: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.10). ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ 
(UA) (2d week) and stage show. 
Exhibiting fine strength and may 
top $70,000 on holdover. First week 
was $92,500, excellent. 


Rialto (2,000; 40-65)—‘Carnival 
(Col). Chances good for $12,900. 
Second week of ‘Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par), after three weeks at Par, was 
$16,100, peaches. ‘Car 99’ (Par) 
opens here tomorrow night (Thurs- 
day). 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-75-85-99)— 
‘Right to Live’ (WB). Outside 
booking, necessitated by sale of 


‘Pimpernel’ to Music Hall, is prov- 
ing weak, and if $15,000, lucky. 
‘Folies Bergere’ (UA) opens Friday 
(22). Final eight days of ‘Clive of 
India’ (UA) $18,200, 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55)—‘Behold 
My Wife’ (Par) and stage 
Sylvia Sidney starrer surprising; 
may hit $35,000, but doesn’t hold. 
‘Night Life of Gods’ (U) coming in 
Friday (22). Last week ‘Jack Ahoy’ 
(GB-Fox) fell just under $25,000, not 
SO bad. 


show. 


Strand (2,900; 35-55-65-85)—‘Devil 
Dogs’ (WK) (2d week). Augurs 
$24,000 on second week. Could stand 
a third, but ‘Sweet Music’ (WR) 
opens tonight and other pictures on 
way. First week of ‘Dogs’ was $41,- 
200, exceptional, 

State (2,390; 35-55-75)—Bengal 
Lancer’ (Par) and vaude. Even 
after five weeks on Broadway, with 
its engagement here virtually third 
run, going great guns, with Ted 
Lewis on stage a help. Looks to hit 


easy $25,000 


Last week ‘Forsaking 





All Others’ (MG) just topped $25,000, 
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Fleet Can't Beat Frisco Tax Jitters: 
‘One More Spring Fair at $20,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 19. 

(Best exploitation: Golden Gate) 

The Fleet's In and 
Frisco’s houses are garnering a few 
extra nickels. Warfield had the 
play from the gobs last week with 
Cagney-O’Brien combo in ‘Devil 
Dogs.’ St. Francis will get the uni- 
form trade this coming week with 
moveover of Cagney film. 

Business again in the doldrums. 
Regular mercantile biz is bad with 
the town suffering from jitters un- 
til the legislature meets again and 
irons out the tax situation. When 
Frisco stores are off, so are the 
theatres. In normal times trade at 
the flicker houses would be good, 
for there are plenty of marquee 
names in the week's lineup. War- 
field ought to skim the top milk 
with ‘One More Spring.’ Paramount 
likely second place contender with 
Myrna Loy, hot here, on a dual. 
Golden Gate started well with good 
campaign but James Barton star of 


some of 


the pic, is unknown to the screen 
muggs. 
Frisco is slow to exploit, but 


Golden Gate made an extra flash 
this week with world premiere of 
‘Capt. Hurricane,’ using good ad 
space, and featuring Barton in per- 
son for the opener. First day 
brought good crowd of old vaude 
fans who remember Barton when 
he was tops at the Orpheum. At- 
tractive silver lobby flashed up the- 
atre front well. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-40)—‘Win- 
ning Ticket’ (MGM) and ‘School for 
Girls’ (Mono). Will do just soso 
with possible $6,000 in the till. Last 
week about $6,500 with ‘Right to 
Love’ (WB) and ‘Once to Every 
Bachelor’ (Mascot) lacking names. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850); 30- 
35-40) —‘Capt. Hurricane’ (Radio) 
and vaude headed by Ted Leary and 
Ruth Cravens, and Nick Sturiale 
and his Ambassadors subbing for 
Horace Heidt’s Californians taking 
his regular seventh week off. Lack 
of names will hold this one to about 
$11,500. Last week ‘Murder on 
Honeymoon’ (Radio) Heidt Band 
and stage show took pretty good 
$13,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) 
40)—‘Good Fairy’ (U) and ‘Nut 
Farm’ (Mascot). Might do $5,000. 

It’s a feast or a famine with this 
house. Last week patrons stayed 
away in droves with ‘Edwin Drood’ 
(U) and ‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(Mono) failing to catch even $2,500. 
This is second Dickens picture that 
house has tried and both flopped to 
absolute zero. Muggs think Dickens 
is just a sissy cussword. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,638: 30-35- 
49)—‘Wings in Dark’ (MGM) and 
‘Lightning Strikes Twice’ (Radio). 
Should garner a nice $11,500. Myrna 
Loy a swell draw here since ‘Thin 


(2,440; 30-35- 


Man’ and ‘B’way Bill.’ Last week, 
four-star combination in ‘Under 
Pressure’ (Fox) and ‘Rumba’ (Par) 


on velvet with $14,000. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,426; 30-35- 
65). With sailors still in town, 
moveover of ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) 
from Warfield ought to be just right 
at $6,500. Last week ‘Gilded Lily’ 
(Warfield moveover) disappointing 
at $5,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,200; 30- 
35-55)—‘Clive’ (20th Century) (2nd 
week). With luck, $6,600. Last 
week disappointing with less than 
nine grand. Frisco thumbs down 
Jately on costumers, even with b.o. 
star in lead. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,638; 35-40-65) 
-—‘One More Spring’ (Fox). May be 
pulled to $20,000 with Baxter-Gay- 
nor team. Stage show and girl line 
with Walt Roesner’s music always 
keeps this house on top. Last week 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) very nice at 
$22,500. 


Dual at Loew’s, Mont’l, 
Minus Vaude, Near 736 


Montreal, Feb. 19. 

Capitol currently has ‘Bachelor 
Girl’ and ‘Maybe It’s Love’ for a 
possible $8,000. That’s good enough. 
Loew's reverts to doubles with 
‘Wings in the Dark’ and ‘One Hour 
Late’ and looks to drop to fair 
$7,500. 

His Majesty’s has ‘Shepherd of 
the Seven Hills’ and seems okay 
preponderantly in this Catholic city. 
Nabes have been doing good biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 35-60) 
— ‘Shepherd of Seven Hills.’ Pic- 
ture of the Vatican and may gross 
$5,000, all right. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Bach- 
elor Girl’ (MG) and ‘Maybe It’s 
Love’ (U). Possible $8,000 in sight, 
fair enough. Last week repeat of 
‘Bengal Lancers’ (Par) held up well 
at $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) 
in Dark’ (Par) and 
(Par). With vaude 
te gross $7,500, good enough. 








(3.200; 50)—‘Wings 
‘One Hour Late’ 
dropped likely 
Last 





week, with vaude, ‘Band Plays On’ 


(MG) $12,000, fair. 


Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)— 
‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) and ‘Among 
the Missing’ (Col) (2d week). And 


$7,500 good on holdover. Had $9,500 
first week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 50)—‘Un Homme en Or’ (2d 
week). Near $1,800 after a good 
$2,300 last week. 


MINN. SLUMPS; 
FAIRY TOPS, 
$8,900 


Minneapolis, Feb. 19. 

(Best exploitation: Century) 
Sudden and unexpected backslid- 
ing is handing a stiff jolt to some 
good screen attractions. Looks as 
though $8,500 may top for the cur- 
rent week, with ‘Good Fairy’ cop- 
ping around that sum and pulling 
away from ‘Kid Millions’ for the 
lead. . 
No particular explanation for the 
falling away of trade. Only way to 
account for it seems to be that 
dough’s getting scare again. 
Opening of ‘Kid Millions’ at the 
State was disappointing, but film 
may build during final days, as it’s 
well regarded. ‘Good Fairy,’ Orphe- 
um, having many kind words said 
for it by critics and customers. 
Probably thanks to Myrna Loy 
and some first-rate exploitation 
‘Wings in the Dark,’ at the Century, 
is doing about all that could be ex- 
pected in a box-office way. ‘Ever- 
green’ has been a good bet for the 
World, and holds a second week. 
Other loop sureseater, the Time, 
splurged on its ads for ‘First World 
War,’ and effects of this spending 
are apparent. 
Much comment provoked by a 
Century theatre lobby display of 
aeronautic instruments and a dem- 
onstration to convince 
Thomas on the blind flying in its 
film attraction, ‘Wings in the Dark.’ 
Stunt was pulled through theatre’s 
tie-up with Northwest Airways. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par). Myrna 
Loy a real magnet here and helping 








no little. Opened well and should 
do about $6,500, oke. Last week, 
third for ‘Copperfield’ (MG), good 


$6,000, making around $27,000 for 
three weeks, great. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
40)—‘Good Fairy’ (U) and vaude. 


Doubting | 





Picture bringing trade. Title no help, 
but very favorable notices and word- 
of-mouth boosting. Stage show 
pleasing but lacks names. Around 
$8,500 and probably will lead town, 
pretty good. Last week ‘Babbitt’ 
(FN) and Olsen and Johnson on 
stage. Latter mostly responsible 
for good $12,000, 

State (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-40)— 
‘Kid Millions’ (UA). Didn’t get away 
to anticipated fast start. Picture 
liked and may build, but slow initial 
pace probably will hold total down 
to fair $8,000. Last week ‘County 
Chairman’ (Fox) $7,800. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-50-75) 
— Evergreen’ (GB) (2d week) and 
‘March of Time’ (FD) third week. 
They like this British musical here. 
Giving house best business in some 
time. About $2,200 indicated this 
week after $2,400 first week. 

Time (Johnson) (250; 15-20-25)— 
‘First World War’ (Fox). Heavily 
advertised and attracting some at- 


tention. Headed for around $1,200, 
nice. Last week ‘Best Man’ (Col) 
$1,000. 


Palace (Benz) (1,900; 15-20-25)— 
‘I've Been Around’ (U) and vaude. 
Should cop pretty fair $3,200. Last 
week ‘Strange Wives’ (U) $3,000. 


Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘White Cockatoo’ (WB). Detective 
yarns hold appeal here. May bag 


fairly good $2,200. Last week ‘Secret 
Bride’ (WB) $2,000. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Forsaking All Others’ (MG) and 
‘Broadway Bill’ (Col), split. About 
$2,600 indicated, oke. Last week 
‘Little Minister’ (Radio) and ‘For- 
sakign All Others’ (MG), $2,200. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
—‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par) and 
‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG), second 
run, split. Should get around $1,200, 
fain Last week ‘One Night of 
Love’ (Col), third run, $1,400, good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Flirtation Walk’ (FN) and ‘Mys- 
tery Woman’ (Fox), former third 
run and latter first run. About $800 
in store. Last week ‘Imitation of 
Life’ (U), Limehouse Blues’ (Par) 
and ‘Home on the Range’ (Par), 
third and second runs, $900. 


TACOMA SO-SO 


‘Good Fairy’ Liked But Gets Slow 
$2,000 











Tacoma, Feb. 19. 

Nothing exciting in town this 
week, with ‘Broadway Bill’ getting 
nice dough and running over for one 
day, making the run eight days, 

This house has truck parade the 
city all week for ‘Broadway Bill,’ 
there being 4-wheel trailer behind 
truck, which had two 24-sheet bill- 
boards, one on each side, and ends 
closed up with 3-sheeters. Lattice 
work was built and the billboards 
were class construction, and not 
cheap. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (700; 25- 
35)—‘Good Fairy’ (U). Liked, but 
not hitting top biz. Around $2,000, 
slow. Last week ‘Devil Dogs of the 
Air’ (WB) good $2,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 15- 
25-35)—‘Romance of Manhattan’ 
(Radio) and vaude, four days; then 





Memorial's ‘Paree 


Unit-Devil Dogs 


Battle in Boston At, or Over, $26,000 





Boston, Feb. 19. 
(Best exploitation: Met) 

Two changes in the local film 
house lineup this week bring in a 
foreign film house, the Majestic 
(formerly legit) and the elimination 
of vaude at the Scollay. Latter goes 
to straight pix and double features. 

Both the Met and Memorial look 
healthy currently. Former has 
‘Devil Dogs’ and Polly Moran on the 
stage, latter has stage draw in 
‘Casino de Paree’ revue and ‘Mur- 
der on a Honeymoon.’ It will be 
neck and neck with indication Met 
will nose out with $26,000. Keith 
Boston, trying to strengthen its 
vaude with intact units, has ‘Bow- 
ery Music Hall Follies.’ 

Strongest film this week looks like 
‘Copperfield,’ doing a swell second 
run at the Orpheum after two first 
run weeks at the State. 

Met waged a widespread but non- 
sensational campaign on ‘Devil 
Dogs,’ tying up with flying corps, 
junior aviation clubs, ete. Also 
grabbed off generous slice of news- 
paper publicity on Polly Moran. 
Keith newspaper ads were more 
effective, though. 

Estimates for This Week 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 35- 
pee 75) ‘Murder on a Honeymoon’ 


Rad&) and Casino de Paree revue 
on stage. Stage show gets all credit 
for draw. Revue has no musical 
show opposition in the legit houses 


and biz should pul’ along to about 


$27,000. Last week also good with 
‘White Lies’ (Col) and Phil Baker 
on stage, $27,800. Next week, clos- 


this period, 
South's col- 


ing stanza of vaude for 

Irene Beasely and Eddie 

ored band on stage. 
Met (M&P) (4,200; 





35-50-65) 
Devil Dogs’ (WR) and how 


Promises about $26,000, with Polly 
Moran on stage. Last week a fine 
$38,000 for ‘Rumba’ (Par) and a 
torrid Negro unit. 


Keith Boston (RKO) (2,300; 25- 
30-40-50) ‘Strange Wives’ (U) and 
‘Bowery Music Hall Follies’ on 
stage. Indicates slight boost this 
week, $11,000. Last week ‘I’ve Been 
Around’ (Radio) $9,606. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-50) 
‘Bachelor Girl’ (MG) and ‘Mills of 
30ds’ (Col). Dual may clear a good 
$15,000. Last week ‘Clive of India’ 
(UA), single, turned weak after 
opening and disappointed with $13,- 
000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-40-55) 
‘Copperfield?’ (MG), 2d run, and 
vaude. Looks hot, maybe $14,000. 
Last week puny with ‘Winning 
Ticket’ (MG), first-rn, $7,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
40’ ‘Woman in Red’ (FN) and ‘Chan 
in Paris’ (Fox), doubled. Looks en- 
couraging, $7,500. Last week ‘Right 
to Live’ (WB) and ‘Red-Hot Tires’ 
(WB), a deflated $5,600. House 
stepping out a bit on ‘Anniversary 
Week’ bally for next frame. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,500; 25-30-40- 
50) ‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox) and ‘Wo- 
man in Red’ (FN), dual. May turn 
in $4,200, good. Last week $3,000 
for ‘Red-Hot Tires’ (WB) and ‘Right 
to Live’ (WB). 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-50) 
‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox), doubled with 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par), 2d run, possibly 
$5,000. Former pic day and date 
with Par and Fenway, ‘Lily’ con- 
current with Modern. That will be 
policy here until further notice, fol- 
lowing dropping of vaude and single 
second runs. Last week about $7,500 





for ‘Bengal Tancer’§ (Par) 


*heé 


Durante in Flesh Aids ‘Lily, $17,000: 
Radio Unit Hypos Alvin, Pittsburgh 





‘President Vanishes’ (Par) and 
‘Maybe It’s Love’ (WB) dual, three 


days. Figure $3,500, okay. Last 
week ‘Behold My Wife’ (Par) and 
vaude, split with ‘West of the Pecos’ 
(Radio) and ‘The Menace’ (Par) 
dual, $3,100, fair. 

Roxy (J-VH) (1,300; 25-35)— 
‘When the Band Plays On’ (MG) 


and ‘Wicked Woman’ (MG) split. 
Expected to gross $3,000, okay. Last 


week, ‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) went 
places for tremendous $7,100 in 
eight days. Big. 





SEQUOIA’ $8,500 
IN ROSY 
PROV. 


Providence, Feb. 19. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 

Favorable weather conditions and 
fairly good bills are giving local 
exhibs a chance to come through 
with better than average grosses. 
Some stands are off, but as a whole 
the picture looks pretty rosy. 

Just now it looks as though the 
two stands with stage fare will be 
in the lead. Picture situation here 
is mixed up. For the first time in 
the history of Providence there are 
three British made pictures flash- 
ing across the screen of downtown 
theatres. British films have as a 
rule been scarce here; only time ex- 
hibitors booked them was during 
Lent. 

Monday (18), the Modern, former 
burlesque house, reopened its doors 
as a ‘Fine Arts Theatre’ with ‘Man 
of Aran’ as the first screen pro- 
duction. Three showings daily and 
prices jacked up to 50c. 

Loew's is stirring up plenty of 
interest in ‘Sequoia’ with all sorts 
of ballyhoo. Most outstanding was 
a preview attended by 2,500 school 


teachers, nuns of Catholic orders, 
ete., and Gov. Theodore Francis 
Green. 


Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Under 
Pressure’ (Fox) and ‘Harlem Ex- 
press’ on stage. It’s the stage end 
that’s responsible for piling them 
in; natives here are just plain nuts 
for hot colored shows and nearly 
every one cleans up. This one is 
lots better, even, than others and 
$8,800 is sure to come _  cozing 
through box office windows for a 
swell week. Last week ‘Mystery of 
Chateau’ (U) also leaned rather 
heavily on vaudeville to come 
through for $7,600, about average 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25- 40)— 
‘Sequoia’ (MG) and ‘Society Doctor’ 
(MG). Dandy bill, but not filling 
the house by any means. Unless 
sprinting later in the week 
gross will not be much over $8,500, 
average. Last week ‘Clive of India’ 
(UA) on a single feature program 
couldn’t make the grade with op- 
posish too strong; about $7,000; off. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB). Bill has all the 
earmarks of a pushover, but start 
was not so forte. If things pep up 
there’s no doubt that the outcome 
will show even better than the 
present indicated gross of $8,000; 


oke. Last week ‘Chan In Paris’ 
(Fox) and ‘Woman in Red’ (WB) 
just around average at $6,200. 


Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Wings in Dark’ (Par) and ‘Ever- 
green’ (GB). More comment around 
town on the British pic than the 
Hollywood item, which is featured. 
Things moving nicely. Okay on 
$7,100 gross. Last week ‘Gilded 
Lily’ (Par) and ‘Best Man Wins’ 
(Col) slipped a bit on the home- 
ward stretch but plenty strong at 
$9,700. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Searlet Pimpernel’ (UA) and vaude. 
House laying plenty of emphasis 
on stage shows, figuring they have 
more pulling power than the weak 
films that have been seen here for 
many weeks. Outlook fairly good, 
with at least $9,000 indicated. Last 
week ‘Rendezvous at Midnight’ (U) 
was sour, house being fortunate 
enough to have a good stage show 
which pulled things through for 
an average week at $7,800. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Tl’ve Been Around’ (U) and ‘Desert 
Vengeance’ on split week garnered 
close to $1,300. Last week ‘In Old 
Sante Fe’ and ‘Million Dollar Haul’ 
oke at $1,050 on split week. 


FRANK HAYES STICKS 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Frank Hayes, radio tenor, brought 
from New York by Metro for a 
color short, stays on under term 
contract. 
He has been spoited to sing two 
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Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 

Battle lines by this time pretty 
well formed in the three-ring circus 
price war and with the three combo 
houses down to an even scale, it’s 
evolved into a matter of names and 
product, exactly what it was before 
the reductions. High or low admis- 
sions, Mr. Public is still shopping 
for his entertainment and while at- 
tendance has increased somewhat, 
grosses are plenty under what they 
should be, 


Small-seater Alvin showing the 
way this week, selling a flock of 
air personalities on the stage, in- 
cluding Poet Prince, Molasses ’n’ 
January and Mary Small, with 
‘Charlie Chan’ on screen and should 
finish right up there in the dough 
at $16,000 or slightly better. Week- 
end was SRO throughout and no 
reason why there should be a let- 
down. At the Penn, Jimmy Durante 
in person bolstering ‘Gilded Lily’ 
and expected to build after slow 
getaway, with perhaps $17,000 in 
prospect. 


Shortage of suitable product 
forced Stanley to hold over ‘Devil 
Dogs of Air’ for second week with 
new stage show headed by Phil 
Harris. Aviation flicker unlikely to 
hold up and not much help expected 
from fliesh portion of bill, with a 
$12,000, and that only if lucky, 
around the corner. Fulton continues 
to take it on the chin at its low 
scale and against such stiff com- 
petition, ‘Society Doctor’ suffering 
same as past few pictures have here 
of late. Maybe $3,000, maybe now. 
Warner, however, manages to get 
by fairly well with its double bills, 
and ‘Great Expectations’ and ‘Red 
Hot Tires’ should permit of nearly 
an even break at $4,200. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-40) 
‘Charlie Chan in Paris’ (Fox) and 
‘Radio Revue’ on stage. Flock of 
air names assembled by Ed Wolfe 
sending this house into high gear 
again, with SRO the rule over weck- 


end and bright chances of 2 $16,000 
or better session. Last w eek ‘Under 
Pressure’ (lox) and stage show 
around $8,500. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
20-25) ‘Society Doctor’ (MG), Genere 


ally liked hospital meller but small- 
seater has been finding the going 
pretty tough of late, what with so 
much stage competition on all sides 
of it. Will be lucky to wind up with 
$3,000 this week, plenty in the red. 
Last week ‘Baboona’ (Fox) got away 
briskly but slipped by the wayside 
and wound up with under $3,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-354 
40) ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) and Siang 
Durante on stage. Schnozzola bole 
stering film and should be of defin- 
ite b.o. help. Around $17,000 looked 
for, not too good but under present 
circumstances fairly satisfactory. 
Last week ‘Clive of India’ (UA) and 
stage show a disappointment at 
$16,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-40) 
‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB) (2d week) 
and stage show. Decision to hold- 
over fliying film a last-minute one 
and doubtful if flicker can stay up 
there, despite addition of new stage 
show. Will be lucky to crack $12,- 
000, and chance of even falling be- 
low that. First week of flicker ex- 
cellent at $18,500. 

Warner (WB) 
‘Great Expectations’ (U) and ’Red 
Hot Tires’ (WB). Downtown dual 
house has yet to feel effect of flery 
stage competition, indicating there’s 
still a downtown public for bargain 
straight pictures. Around $4,200, 
not bad, looked for this week. Last 
week ‘White Cockatoo’ (WB) and 
‘Carnival’ (Col) slightly better, 
what with a trifle sturdier marquee 
strength. 


‘DEVIL DOGS’ $3,700, 
‘RUMBA’ $6,500, SE’TLE 


Seattle, Feb. 19. 
(Best exploitation: 5th Avenue) 


Heavy publicity guns were direct- 
ed this week to attract to ‘David 
Copperfield,’ at Fifth Avenue. Ham- 
rick houses relied on straight ad- 
vertising for ‘The Good Fairy’ at 
Music Hall and ‘Mystery of Edwin 
Drood’ at Orpheum, where vaude 
end of show is called ‘big time’ but 
put into minor key. 

Fifth Avenue tieup with Liberty 
magazine was a natural, as current 
issue of Liberty reviewed ‘Copper- 
field’ and gave four stars, so that 
issue and opening of pix were simul- 
taneous. Gag was to have carriers 
distribute heralds calling attention 
to review in mag and pix at theatre 
12,500 being circulation given. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
40)—‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB). Hot 
release from Music Mail May Z0 
$3,700, big. Last week, anNon 
Dollar Baby’ (U) an& ‘Noto ’ 


(2,000; 25-40) 
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STRONG CAST, STORY, 
_..THE WOW YOU WANT!” 


—— — Film Daily 
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starring the golden girl with the silver song 


IRENE DUNNE 


and America’s Dancing Stars 


FRED ASTAIRE 
GINGER ROGERS 
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ROXY, N. Y. 

There’s very little change in these 
Roxy shows as week follows week. 
They're all pretty much hewed to 
measure; they're all over long, and 
they all are composed of about the 
same type of material. Audiences 
are generally satisfied, the Roxy 
audience being of a very special 
kind, so all is probably well. 

There won't be any kick about 
this week’s show, either. It has 
all the same faults. All the same 
grace. 

The headliner this week is a typi- 
cal example of the Roxy’s show- 
manship. There’s almost always a 
headliner here whom few ever heard 
of before and yet whose name, if 
stressed properly, means a little bit 
of something. This week it’s a lady 
called Louise Beavers, who clicked 
in ‘Imitation of Life,’ which had a 
two-week run at this house. Au- 
dience recognizes ler, which is all 
that is needed. Miss Beavers is a 
rotund, colored lady, has those dim- 
ples and that nice smile. Now, it 
turns out, she can also sing. Not 
very good, but she can sing. Who- 
ever expects a ‘celebrated screen 
star’ to sing really well? She does 
three numbers, all with sufficient 
satisfaction. 

Also, the Roxy this week has a 
sub-feature. A gentleman named 
David Hughes, who comes from 
Vermont, and who won an amateur 
contest on Fred Allen’s radio hour 
last week. Mr. Hughes sings also. 
He makes no bones about it. He 
is announced as an amateur and 
sings two songs. ‘There is no doubt 
in anyone’s mind that he’s a genu- 
ine amateur. 

Show starts off with the Sakuri 
Jans, one of the best risley acts 
around. On just a bit too long, but 
that’s an old Roxy fault and not 
the fault of the act. They work 
hard and satisfactorily throughout. 
Along about center is Joe and Jane 
McKenna, a rough and tumble mixed 
team, which manages to get its full 
share of laughs. Especially is their 
finale dance a pip. 

There are two._specialty numbers. 
First spotted center, is a good idea 
that goes berserk. Line is divided 
up into three portions, supposedly 
to represent the waltz, the tango 
and the Continental. Three sets of 
ballroom duos front to put the idea 
over, all in different colored cos- 
tumes. The Gae Foster girls are 
fine in their share of the work. The 
three teams, Town and Knott, Rosa- 
lean and Seville and Nadine Geraldo, 
are weak. They, allegedly, do three 
different types of dances at the same 
time and to the same music, but no 
one out front can tell which is danc- 
ing what. The waltz, the tango, the 
Continental, but all three look like 
a mild Lindy hop. 

For a closer, the line is back on 
skates. They’ve been on _ roller 
skates before, several times, but are 
always welcome in a return, They’re 
exceptionally well drilled in the 
number and carry it off to perfec- 
tion. 

Freddy Mack, who is now the 
house m.c., has thrown away his 
baton, which is a shame, and doesn’t 
tell any gags, which is a blessing. 
He’s a pleasant young man, and he 
doesn’t interrupt the show or dis- 
turb it very much. ‘Behold My 
Wife’ (Par) is the screen feature. 

Kauf. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


The Hauptmann conviction is the 
big news of the current week and, 
with interest in it still running 
high, Embassy holds over for a 
third week one of the testimony 
specials gotten out by the various 
reels, choosing the $-minute com- 
pliation by Pathe. It was Pathe, 
Hearst and Universal which re- 
fused to withdraw their newsreels 
picturing Hauptmann in actual 
testimony on the stand. Others 
yanked ’em. 

House does not lead off with the 
Hauptmann conviction, preferring 
to end its program of clips with 
the holdover of Pathe’s dramatic 
reel taken when the Bronx car- 
penter was in the witness chair. 
This is followed up by Universal's 
able coverage of events during the 
past week when Hauptmann was 
found guilty. U turned in six 
minutes on this, reviewing the case 
from the beginning and ending up 
with pictures of the Trenton peni- 
tentiary, the death house, and even 
the electric chair which the con- 
victed German faces. In the six 
minutes of footage, U very interest- 
ingly tells the dramatic story. A 
portion of Wilentz’ summation is 
included, topped by a brief closeup 
exclusively with Wilentz when the 
prosecutor talks directly to the 
camera, Crowds around the Flem- 
ington courthouse night of the 
verdict are included, but no exclu- 
sive pictures of the jury. Ap- 
parently newsreel contact men 
weren't successful in getting any 
members of the jury to talk about 
the case and their battle on a 
verdict. 

Considering the importance of the 
Hauptmann case and the verdict, it 
deserved to lead off the show, which 
it didn’t. Newsreel companies, in 
an effort to reach screens rapidly 
following the jury’s findings, had 
made duplicate negatives of the re- 
sult. At least three did this, Para- 
mount, Pathe and Hearst. Par 
made three endings as to the ver- 
@ict, while Hearst shot two, one’ 


‘VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, February 20, 1935 





ne * 


a —= 








announcing conviction, the other 
acquital. Pathe claims scooping all 


by using the radio to flash the 
news of the verdict. That company 
had prepared a special reel an- 


nouncing possible verdicts and had 
it ready for showing. When flash 
of the verdict reached the papers, 
word was given the theatres and 
the Pathe reel went on. 

The Macon disaster leads off on 
the program. It is ably and com- 
pletely covered, Hearst offering 
pictures of the big ship on takeoff 
of its final trip and scenes in the 
air. This reel attempts to dramatic- 
ally show what happened, bringing 
in shots from Columbia's ‘Dirigible’ 
and explaining these scenes almost 
duplicated the Iacon tragedy, Pic- 
tures of survivors and a word from 
Comr#fander Wiley tops that. Then 
Pathe brings up, editorially, the 
question of what’s wrong with our 
airships, reviewing Akron . and 
Shenandoah wrecks, plus disasters 
that have befallen the dirigibles of 
foreign nations. 

Show on whole is pretty newsy 
and amusing, ‘including a _ few 
laughs. Among the humor clips is 
one of a woman 110 years old. She 
shakes the shimmy for the camera- 
men and then sits down:to play the 
piano while smoking a cigarett:. 
Another :is Babe Ruth on skiis m 
Switzerland. On the other side Par 
cameras also got a glimpse of Doug 
Fairbanks and Lady Ashley, per- 
sonalities in the news at. present. 
The dog show, well done by 
Pathe; airplane takeoffs in heavy 
snow (Hearst); Texas tornado (U); 
Mexican reds organizing (U); an 
autogryro’s fall in the streets of 
Barcelona (Fox): freighter ram- 
ming a ferry at Camden (Fox); 
Southern California floods (Par); 
Italy mobilizing against Abyssinia 
(Fox): winter Olympic trials at 
Lake Placid (Pathe); and an inter- 
esting clip from Pathe, on question 
of whether Republicans are coming 
to life for 1936, are among the 
major news contributions. 

Two shorts of the travelog type 
fill out the show, ‘Going Places’ 
(U), with Lowell Thomas doing the 
narrative and a Magic Carpet re- 
lease, ‘Geneva by the Lake’ (Fox). 
Embassy has contracted for ‘March 
of Time’ and plays the first issue 
the coming week. Trailers on it 
are current. 

Biz pretty good Saturday after- 
noon. Char. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


Same amount of applause here 
week after week, no matter if the 
stage shows be hot or mild. Audi- 
ence response is just fair. Per- 
formers, bent on striking closer to 
home, give out a foreign crack or 
delve into some Union Squarish ora- 
tion to get reaction, but always get 
same tepid attention. 

Four Christensens appear out of 
place in this house with their ballet 
dances. Act smacks of class on 
first sight. Two girls and two males, 
in regulation ballet garb, spin and 
whirl with marked agility. No 
change of set or costume for the 
entire offering. Bob Howard (New 
Acts) rated about as much applause 
as anyone on the bill. Gallery crowd 
saw to this. 

Foy Family, five, are on for a 
song about their father and into 
some standard gags and hoke. Bert 
Gordon with a stately femme part- 
ner, garnered laughs when he gave 
out those funny facial expressions. 
He tried the intimate stuff on the 
house, but no go. 

Art Landry’s band closes, with a 
blonde, announced as ‘Sophisticated 
Lady’ from the airways, assisting 
on the singing. ‘Hands Across the 
Table’ very good as led by the 
harpist in a lilting arrangement. 
Leader lifeless before his 14 men, 
which may be something different 
in the way of band direction, but 
limped across the stage in its de- 
sired effect. Sixty minutes for the 
stage department. 

‘Bordertown’ (WB) on the screen. 


COLISEUM, N. Y. 


This RKO branch offers live 
talent shows on weekends as a mere 
adjunct and not as an identifying 


ingredient of amusement policy. 
Picture current is ‘Bordertown’ 
(WB). 


Eddie White, minus b. f., chatters 
and sings. He is unoriginal, but 
possesses confidence. In the deuce. 

Classy opener, Pritchard and 
Goldie, with special sets. Lighting 
is good. 

The Honey Family, fast and 
thrilling balancer group, closes. 
Girls are extraordinarily graceful in 
their unusual exhibition of strength. 
Well received, too. 

Vic Oliver precedes the Honeys. 
He has a knack of compelling ap- 
plause on otherwise obviously in- 
consequential comedy attempts. A 
blonde makes a momentary chat- 
tery appearance, otherwise it’s all 
Oliver and over big and easy. 

Harrison and Elmo, cut to faster 
working time, win without effort 
on their exaggerations and the 
ghost house trickery. Occupy the 
middle spot to their own and the 
program's advantage, 

It was Saturday (16) matinee, 
when caught, and many kids in the 
fairly sizable audience, at the first 
show. 

Perhaps i ngruous but never- 
theless amusing is Eddy-Burston’s 





‘Coney Island’ overture. He rates 
a hand. Shan. 


LOEW’S JERSEY CITY 


Jersey City, Feb, 16. 

This Is the third week of a stage 
band policy which the house hopes 
to make permanent. Headed by 
Johnny Perkins, who stays at least 
into spring, there is no reason why 
the idea should not click, although 
attendance Saturday mat. was light. 
Though it can run as at present, 
the show needs a writer to freshen 
it up with new gags and ideas. Too, 
the incessant use of the mike does 
not help this policy. Judging from 
the results achieved by Norman 
Frescott, who played from the audi- 
ence, the mike is often superfluous. 

Show opens with band, led by Joe 
Jordan, in the pit, and a man before 
the curtain sings amid projected 
snowflakes. The curtain discloses 
the 14 Danny Dare Girls, who grace- 
fully execute a toe dance finaled by 
Rosemary Derry with effect... The 
girls throughout have more class 
than the average dancing group. A 
double arch and back drop in pastel 
shades framed this number, the 
nearest to production the show has. 

Perkins follows before the curtain 
with Helen Meek as his secretary, 
who takes a letter. Perkins is about 
the same as ever, although his ‘X 
marks the spot’ sweater has gone. 
He has gained ease technically as 
an m.c. Most of his jokes are quite 
old, but it must be conceded the old 
ones get across. 

Paul Gordon fotows with his bi- 
cycle and an exceedingly good line 
of tricks. His ability to stand still 
on one wheel is surprising. He 
uses several bikes, including a one- 
wheeler, an elevated bike and a 
three-seater, which he rides entirely 
on one wheel, mounting from the 
back seat to the front as he goes. 
He introduces his five-year-old son 
as a new bicyclist, who turns out to 
be Johnny Perkins. 

Norman Frescott follows, with 
Perkins dressed as a rajah, to put 
over a good mind-reading stunt. 
Working entirely in the audience, he 
transmits to Perkins the full names 
and birthdays of patrons. This is 
done with apparent ease and only 
one quickly corrected mistake, 
which may have been a plant for a 
gag. Perkins also offers a gag horo- 
scope with each birthday. 

The pit disappearing, the band 
shows up on the stage and the line 
again does a routine, this time in 
black and white costumes resem- 
bling bathing suits. Helen Meek 
sings, and gets across. Perkins and 
the band put over the tale of Cin- 
derella pretty well. 

Sammy Lewis and Patty Moore, 
with the girl playing tough, do sing- 
ing, clowning, and rough dancing. 
The dancing is really good, and they 
end with a tap routine up and down 
stairs to a good reception. The Dare 
Girls, in long gowns, do a neat num- 
ber, with Rosemary Deering on 
briefly. Show ends with Perkins 
dictating to Miss Meek a letter of 
thanks to the audience. 

Curiously, the band doesn’t do one 
number,, which is probably account- 
ed for by the 65 minutes running 
time. Preceding the show, Ted 
Meyn, at the console, takes 10 min- 
utes for a songfest, joined in pleas- 
antly if mildly by the audience. 

Feature is ‘Society Doctor’ (MG), 
with several shorts and a Metrotone 
News to fill. 


PENN, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

Strictly a vaudeville layout this 
week and suffers the fate this type 
of entertainment usually experiences 
in a big deluxer like the Penn. 
Large-seater is for most part poison 
to straight vaude, with acts required 
to work twice as hard to get over 
and even then it’s a toss-up. Inti- 
mate presentations are almost es- 
sential here, otherwise it’s just flesh 
for flesh’s sake and a tough nut for 
the boys and girls to crack. 

Bill is composed of five turns, 
with Jimmy Durante making an- 
other swing around the Loew cir- 
cuit, topping the roster in the next- 
to-closing spot. Schnozzola has with 
him Lou Clayton, one of his two 
partners in the good old trio days, 
although latter is on only briefly. 

This is his first week out and, at 
opening show, the comedy Cyrano 
hadn’t fashioned the most suitable 
act, putting in a couple of numbers 
that fell flat. His madcap insanities, 
however, are just as spontaneous as 
ever, with his hat-tossing into the 
pit and kicking the bulbs out of the 
foots emphasizing the schnozzola’s 
still complete disregard for deco- 
rum. By second performance, he 
was hitting on all four, wisely in- 
serting the ‘Hinky Dinky Doo’ plat- 
ter and also dovetailing the ‘One 
room, two room house’ with a legit 
ballad in a way only Durante can 
do. It was altogether a superior 
set-up and audience returns were 
commensurate. 

Opening has Arthur LeFleur, a 
strong-molared acrobat whose dizzy 
spins hanging from his’ teeth 
make for a swell flash. Between his 
first and last spots, LeFleur brings 
on an unbilled femme contortionist 
for an okay filler. No. 2 spot goes 
to Grace Johnson, songstress who 
works in one with a male pianist. 
Miss Johnson concentrates chiefly 
on special lyrics, but gal’s effective- 
ness is hampered by some ordinary 
material. Her ‘drunk’ and ‘fan’ 
tunes are pretty dull and, as a re- 
sult, she’s best when she sticks to 
the familiar pop numbers, particu- 








larly that medley for her beginning. 





Weakest spot on the bill, it could be 
among the strongest with some bet- 
ter lyrical assistance since she has a 
punch delivery that’s right up 
vaude’s alley. 

Next is team of Buster West and 
Lucille Page, who carry another 
fellow. Now man and wife, they’re 
doing a two-act, combining West's 
eccentric hoofing, always sure-fire, 
and Miss Page's great control stuff, 
likewise always surefire. Individual- 
ly, they’re each the tops, but some- 
how the two styles of dancing don't 
click when it’s dished out together. 
That was apparent in the finale, 
most unimpressive of their combi- 
nation turn, when the challenge 
stuff between comedy and control 
didn’t come off. 

Following Durante comes Rimac’s 
Havana band in full stage and a 
flash act that rates with the best 
of them. Run off at lightning-like 
speed, with some sensuous rumbas 
by a couple of femmes and a lot of 
musical paprika, it brought the 
house down for the finish and had 
to respond with an encore, unusual 
for the curtain turn. Leader is a 
wiry, light-footed personality who 
does a swell Continental with one of 
the gals, and a sax tooter, who's 
something of a comedian on the 
side, doubles effectively as a hoofer. 
One of their highlights is Cuban 
ork's impression of American jazz. 
Entire act is a pleasant surprise and 
mob went for it. 

Picture is ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par). 
Downstairs opening show comfort- 
ably filled, but with a small balcony 
court. Cohen, 


ee 


Metropolitan, Boston 


Boston, Feb. 16. 

Producer Harry Gourfain at the 
Met has to do more this month than 
simply put on a good show, he has 
to buck stiff talent opposition at the 
Memorial. Last week he stemmed 
the tide successfully with a colored 
unit, ‘Harlem Express,’ featuring 
Jimmie Lunceford’s band. 

This week he repeats with a lot 
of front show leading into the per- 
sonal appearance of Polly Moran. 
The comedienne is clicking here in 
her impromptu, ad libbing skit in 
which she unloads so-called ‘inside 
stuff’ about some of the more beau- 
teous Hollywood film femmes and 
confidentially tells the audience that 
Joan Crawford and Jean Harlow are 
the only stars who do not appear 
before the camera without wigs. She 
also whispers to the gals out front 
that Garbo’s eyelashes are real. 
That gives an idea of the tenor of 
her Hollywood chatter. Bulk of her 
bit is lowdown, hoydenish and a 
complete debunking of dignity. They 
love it. 

On show caught (78 minutes) 
Miss Moran found herself following 
a top-heavy serving of talent, but 
she dug in and won out easily. 
Elida Ballet opens on a black stage 
in a delightful ‘Old Fashioned Gar- 
den’ routine, in which a phosphor- 
escent watering pot arouses the 16 
sleeping flowers. Ensuing routine 
is eye-appealing and altogether a 
worthy opener of the proceedings. 
Their second number, well along in 
the show, is a production idea using 
odd music that combines ‘Smoke 
Rings’ and the ‘Bolero’ tempo. 

Johnny Convey as m.c. is neither 
this nor that; but just a fair straight 
introducer who knows enough to 
check himself in the clowning de- 
partment. He brings on the Bel- 
mont Sisters after the garden ballet 
number. They vocal and shape up 
as average, but this illusion they 
immediately dispel when they finish 


off with a _ stoptime buck that 
whams, 

Next spot is a weakie. Steve 
Allen, accordionist, squeezes ‘Hold 


That Tiger,’ his only number, and 
obviously too much for him. even 
to a layman he fakes and stumbles 
plenty. Next is Pattie Pierce in a 
fast acrobatic, oke. Then Convey 
steps out for his big moment. Gets 
off on wrong foot with very un- 
funny gag that might get a titter 
in a side street burley house; but 
acquits himself nobly with ‘You Tell 
’em I Stutter.’ Old, but still gets a 
hand. 

Light, diverting interlude here is 
Buddy Rich’s drummings on two 
chairs to ‘Dinah.’ Rich twirls, 
tosses and twiddles the sticks ex- 
pertly and earns a fine reception. 
His hoofing clicked—and it should. 
Madeline Willis is swell in her con- 
trol acrobatic number, and well re- 
ceived in spite of following rather 
closely the acrobatic specialty ear- 
lier in the show. 

They’re ready now for something 
entirely different, and they get it 
in ‘Red Dust,’ one of the few dog 
acts in which the trainer is unbilled. 
Both are clever. Pup’s real trick- 
ery is in his ability to stay limp 
while his master poses him in funny 
positions—closing with an imitation 
of a red fox fur piece around the 
man’s neck. Also skips rope with 
the man and balances a little. 

Elida Ballet come in here for their 
bolero numbér, followed by Rowena, 
a femme in a very screwy bit with 
Convey. Polishes off with a ridicu- 
lous ballroom ‘Continental’ with 
the m.c. that is liked for its sheer 
silliness. 

Preceding Miss Moran’s slice of 
the show, Carl Freed and his Har- 
monica Harlequins (10) present a 
generous offering of mouth organ 
harmony and tom-foolery., Excellent 
throughout. 

Henry Kalis and house band de- 
liver their usual top brand of show- 
playing. Fabien Sevitsky and the 
Grand Orchestra offer ‘Columbia’ 
overture. ‘Devil Dogs of the Air’ 
(WB) is the pic. Biz good. Fox. 





ROXY-MASTBAUM 


(PHILADELPHIA) 
Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

Attraction at the Roxy-Mastbaum 
this week is Margaret Sullavan and 
Herbert Marshall in ‘The Good 
Fairy’ (U), following up a tidy 
week’s business with Jack Benny. 

Although some attendance fall-off 
was expected, situation nevertheless 
remains a contest between Roxy 
shows and names. Theatre has done 
poorly since second week and the 
current show will probably prove 
that name billing is necessary to 
withstand the terrific expense the 
house labors under. Benny’s show, 
the first of this sort, pulled in the 
only box-office total to show a 
profit. Nor is it expected that 
strong enough pics are available to 
draw the requ’ ‘ed gate here. 


Opener is a ‘Southern Rhapsody’ 
overture featuring the Glee Club 
chorus on stage with a black drop. 
Arrangements are good, but a bad 
mike set-up loses most of the 
chorus’ lyrics for the rear of the 
house. Slightly tedious, too. The 
Ballet Corps is in the deuce spot 
with Von Grona. Number is a fu- 
turistic one done to the ‘Second 
Hungarian Rhapsody’ on a plain 
stage in full. Reception to this one 
is bad, mainly due to the fact that 
the ‘Rhapsody’ is hardly conducive 
to the extremely modernistic rou- 
tine that’s anything but Hungarian. 
Costuming in silver cloth is im- 
pressive. 

A hunting extravaganza is in the 
next turn, featuring the entire com- 
pany. Set employs Roxy's proj- 
ected screen effect and pictures the 
inside of a hunt club. All costum- 
ing is red jackets and boots and 
stages nicely. In a duet, Abrasha 
Robofsky and Charlotte Ridley are 
okay, with baritone and chorus later 
in ‘Brown October Ale,’ well re- 
ceived. Robofsky broke in last week 
unimportantly but seems more in 
his element now. Standout of the 
scene are Bill Power’s Roxyettes, 
who hold up the show with a jockey 
routine that’s a knockout. Effec- 
tive costumes of short red satin 
skirts, white jabots and black boots 
are credited to Ann Elliott. 

Newsreel breaks the show and 
cues a five-scene fantasy yclept 
‘Manhattan,’ all in all one of the 
best finales house has yet concocted. 
Opens with camera shots on a front 
screen drop. Intro is ‘Manhattan 
Madness,’ Robofsky warbling a top 
job. ‘Park Avenue’ next, featuring 
Felicia Sorel and Demetrios Vilan 
acting out an impressionistic dance 
bit of the mistress who loses her 
papa and gulps the bitter drink. 
Gets a big hand. Following 1s ‘East 
Side,’ a contrast between the Bow- 
ery idea and the orthodox Hebrew 
synagogue. First part brings on the 
Ballet Corps in a hurdy-gurdy idea 
routined with the gals in rompers. 
Switch over then to the chorus en- 
semble behind the front screen drop, 
lighted and colored by projector to 
form an inside of a synagogue, sing- 
ing a religious excerpt. Affords a 
nice change of*pace. 

‘Times Square’ is fourth, using 
Fritz and Jean Hubert in their wow 
drunk act, the face-slapping bit a 
tier-upper if house policy allowed 
encores. Only comedy on the Dill, 
and good. 

Closing is ‘Riverside Drive’ at 
Grant’s Tomb. It’s the anchors 
aweigh time for the fleet. The 
Ridley-Robofsky duet handles the 
farewell with ‘Something to Re- 
member You By,’ and the Roxyettes 
rate a palm for a gob tap routine 
on a sandy floor to depict the swish 
of the briny deep. Idea is novel. 
Full company in on finale, 

Response plentiful, but biz wasn’t. 

Gosch., 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Combination offered this week 
doesn’t seem likely to miss, with 
Ted Lewis’ unit providing whatever 
added draft is needed for the sixth 
Broadway week of ‘Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par). Evidence of the b.o. power 
on tap was evident with the fine 
biz Friday night. 

Lewis is the whole show—he him- 
self, and not the band or his spe- 
cialties. In fact, with the exception 
of one or two sentimental musical 
interludes, the work of the 16 musi- 
cians, including a femme harpist, is 
far from satisfactory. There’s a 
brassy, blaring style deveid of an 
inviting arrangement. All that brass, 
and but two strings, is hardly con- 
ducive to ear entertainment. 

Besides the noisy band, there is a 
male harmony trio, Radio Aces, who 
shout into the mike at the top of 
their lungs and only add to the pell- 
mell when the ork is going full blast. 
Other specialties include a_ ball- 
room team, Carroll and Shalita; a 
colored Durante-imitator, ‘Snow- 
ball’ Whittier; an acro dancer, Lois 
Sterner, and two showgirls, Mildred 
Gaye and Kathleen Bassette. Among 
them there isn’t a hot or outstanding 
routine. 

But Lewis makes everything be- 
fore and after him forgettable. His 
unique style, plus that poetic song 
delivery, is the usual audience-win- 
ner and he didn’t miss at this 
catching. Only once can criticism 
be levelled at one of his bits. That’s 
the ‘Two Cigarettes in the Dark’ in- 
terpretation, when the stage com- 
pletely blacks out to show the sil- 
houettes of the ballroom team in 


(Continued on page 256) 
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THE RIGHT TO LIVE self. That wanes Raymond up. He mi brought in to coach Ayres us to ° 

; goes to her assistance and claims M tur R love-making. The charade winds Sh t - b t 
Warner production amd release. Featur-| he really did the shooting. The Inia e eviews up with Ayres and Miss Paterson or u yec ~ 
ing Josephine Hutchingon and George | wise cops understand. They let the discovering their hearts tick as one 

Brent. Directed set Maughan'’s ‘Sacred | tWo together alone, turn on a dicta- ‘R: ee and a second clinch between Miss ee 

Based , Mrapted by Ralph Block. Camera- | Phone and all is set for a happy Right Te Live (WE). Show Fears and Reginald Denny over- | ‘TRIAL OF THE CENTURY’ 

man, Sid Hickox. At Rivoll, N. Y., week | fadeout. Cragedy. Sombre ans agents- seer of the cadets and the prima |} Hauptmann Trial 

of Feb. 15, ‘35. Running time, 73 mins. It’s never treated too seriously, ing, and dubious for most donna’s old flame. 22 Mins. 


Stella Trent...-ee+e+> Josephine Hutchinson 
George Brent 


Colin Trent...sececseeteeerees ) 1 
Maurice Trent..ccesseees++-ee--Colin € ‘live 
Nurse Wayland.....see-++-+: .Peggy Wood 
Mrs. Trent.....«- ++ese.-Henrietta Crosman 
Major Liconda,.eeceres:- Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Dr. Harvester.....++.+++-+..Leo G, Carroll 
ALICE. occ ccectcccececes e++--Phyliis Coghlan 


‘Right to Live’ impresses as be- 
ing too tragic to win particular 
popularity. Would seem that its 
best bet is hitched to a good laugh 


picture, or an especially strong 
stable of shorts. 

Somerset Maugham’s basic theme 
has also been a Broadway play. 
Originally the story dealt with the 
controversial .-subject of mercy 
murder.. Can: a hapeless cripple be 
put-out of: his.misery as an act of 
charity? This has. been eliminated 
in the picture.,and.a suicide substi- 
tuted. Either way it’s just agony 
for agony's sake. Proving nothing 
except that. some human beings get 
tough. breaks and that there's a lot 
of suffering..and heartache in the 
world. 

Briefly,,. the,. story is of two 
brothers, -One. Hes abed with a 
broken back. The other is strong 
and lithe. A beautiful girl is mar- 
ried to the inyalid. There is no 
possibility of recovery. Everybody 
is very decent and high-minded and 
the death of the bedridden young 
man would-be passed off by the 
family doctor except for the in- 
sistence of the nurse that a post- 
mortem be performed. She sus- 
pects murder. And, incidentally, 
she reveals her silent, half-patho- 
logical love. for her patient. Dra- 
matic punch of the stage play dis- 
appears in the moral whitewashing 
of the mercy murder angle. Even 
so, the League of Decency omits 
the film from its recommended list. 

William Keighley has directed the 
picture with considerable humanity. 
The characters are real people, 
although occasionally very gabby 
gentry. Peggy Wood, as the nurse, 
possibly is the most memorable 
member of the cast because, poten- 
tially, her role packs the greatest 
intellectual chaHenge. She plays it 
with a Mona Lisa smile and a high 
starched English nursing collar. 

“Colin Clive makes the tortured 
invalid vivid. Too vivid, since there 
is: no solution,’ no alternative, to 
death and tragedy and the picture 
faiters as box office in the same 
ratio it suceeeds artistically. Jose- 
phine Hutchinson and George Brent 
give good performances, while Hen- 
rietta Crosman; with a calculating 
arch of an eyebrow, makes her few 
moments mean a lot. 

If sadness is entertainment, then 
‘Right to Live’ provides it. Land. 


BEHOLD MY WIFE 


Paramount production and release. Stars 
6ylvia Sidney; features’ Gene Raymond, 
Produced by B. P. Schulberg. Directed by 
Mitchell Leisen, From novel, ‘Translation 
of a Savage,’ by Sir Gilbert Parker; screen 
play, Grover Jones and Vincent Lawrence; 





camera, Leon Shamroy. At the Roxy, 
N. Y., week Feb. 15, '35. Running time, 
79 ming. 

Tonita Stormcloud...... +++ Sylvia Sidney 
Michael Carter.......00. ...Gene Raymond 
Diana Carter-Curson..,...Juliette Compton 
BESS. Carter. cceveses ».--Laura Hope Crews 
By, MOO. 66-400 d00eeeeenees H. B. Warner 


Bob Prentice.....+ee++.....-Monroe Owsley 
Jim Curson....eee+eee.,-Kenneth Thomson 


BEY WH MIRDs iv eviosseescesee Ann Sheridan 
Ws Bs i Fe Ceceesescececcseces Dean Jagger 
Mrs. Sykes......+++....Charlotte Granville 
See Rewecccceoccese .Eric Blore 
Juan Stormcloud......Charles B. Middleton 
SOMMING, 6. cc cece Ceccseseoce Ralph Remley 
GIDBOM. . rie ccccscccccccqeccesCOChs Wenten 
Bryan...... sh okGe Red «see+sDewey Robinson 
Connolly......cecccescesse award Gargan 
Mattingly...... veecececessesOim mowland 
Medicine Man............Greg Whitespear 
Sey SNS +9553 046e¢06000 8808 Jim Thorpe 
ES Ea ceoctecce Otto Hoffman 
Mrs. Copperwaithe...........Nella Walker 
Miss Copperwaithe..........Gwenllian - Gill 
Police Captain....... ++eeee.Charles Wilson 
TRURORIA PONS. 6.ic echt cexcvess Fuzzy Knight 


This one is- frank melodrama of 
the hokiest sort.. Grand resuscita- 
tive work by the adapters, dialog- 
ists and cast almost save it, but not 
quite. Call it an in-and-outer. 

Sylvia Sidney is surrounded by an 
exceptionally strong cast through- 
out.and al of them troupe hard and 
well to weld the pieces. It’s a 
meller, but has a number of good 
comedy sequences, and it is the 
comedy which almost puts it over. 
If only the basic story plot had a 
bit more originality or polish, the 
manner .of handling would have 
made it an outstanding grosser. 

Miss Sidney is an Indian girl this 
time, Tonita Stormcloud, daughter 
of an Indian chief. Raymond is the 
son of the snootiest of the snooty 
families and has a mad on. He 
wants to marry a pretty stenog, his 
parents won't let him, so he goes 
off the wagon and on the road seek- 
ing. adventure, forgetfulness and re- 
venge. That brings him to Tonita. 
She saves his life and he sees in 
her a medium of revenge. He mar- 
ries her and brings her back to 
Manhattan to meet the elite. 

Tonita finds out he doesn’t really 
love her, so goes raging out of the 
house to seek revenge on her part. 
In the meantime, 


having trouble with her extra- 
marital boy-friend, Monroe Owsley. 
So she goes gunning for him and 
ets him. That's Tonita’s chance. 


he goes to the police and she says 
that she-done the foul deed her own 





it seems Ray- | 
mond’s sister, Juliette Compton, is | 


A 


and sometimes it should have been. 
But the dialog is tiptop all through. 
Miss Sidney and Raymond do well 
by themselves. Miss Compton, 
handicapped by a new hair ar- 
rangement, doesn’t quite get the 
idea over. Monroe Owsley, H. B. 
Warner, Laura Hope Crews, Char- 
lotte Granville, Eric Blore and Dean 
Jagger, in bits, do okay. There's a 
girl in an early sequence bit, Ann 
Sheridan, who should be an impor- 
tant screen personality some day if 
her work here is any criterion, and 
that despite the fact that the sound 
goes screwy on her just when it 
shouldn't. 

Physical production A-l. Kavwuf. 


CARNIVAL 


Columbia production and. release. Fea- 
tures Lee Tracy, Sally Eilers, Jimmy Du- 
rante. Directed by Walter Lang. Story 
and screen play, Robert Riskin; camera, 
Al Siegler. At the Rialto, N. Y., week of 
Feb. 15, '35. Running time, 77 mins. 
Chick Thompson...... Sewsdsdesses Lee Tracy 
be Seeeccees eescvcecessss Sally Ejlers 
seeeeeeceessssdimmy Durante 
seeeeeeevesevecsess» Dickie. Walters 
seeeeeeeeessTnomas Jackson 
Miss Holbrook.......e++e+++++Florence Rice 
Detective seveveseceeess- Fred Kelsey 
PD 0b 0000000 4808RE eeeeeeee Lucille Ball 





Not much to this piot, but. the 
action carries along well without 
more than the necessary peg on 


which to hang the incidents, with 
Lee Tracy doing a sincere, if slightly 
overstressed, performance, and Jim- 
my Durante in for the life-saving. 
Manages to hold interest and to 
maintain fair suspense. Largely 
played on the carnival lots, but the 
sideshow is used for background an 
color and not as a substitute fo 
story. On the strength of the per 
formances, more than the story, this 
should hold its own, though it prob- 
ably will not climb to big grosses. 

Tracy is a puppet-master whose 
wife, as the story opens, is in a 
local hospital’s maternity ward. She 
dies, and Tracy's father-in-law, who 
disinherited his daughter on her 
marriage, seeks to claim the child 
on the grounds that the carnival is 
no place for an infant. Tracy steals 
the child, evades the police, and 
leaves the carnival, dropping Sally 
Rilers, who has been his assistant 
in the puppet show. Two years later 
they meet again on another trick 
and she rejoins him. Durante forms 
the third member of the trio. 

Tracy is alarmed when he learns 
that the child’s grandfather is still 
active in his search, but takes com- 
fort in the hint of one investigator 
that if the child had a _ proper 
mother his legal position would be 
secure. Ignoring Miss Eilers, he 
tries to find a wife, and Miss Eilers 
blows out, disgusted. There is a 
fight on the lot when Tracy and 
Durante are arrested for trying to 
chisel the decision in a baby contest, 
but Durante raises the ‘Hey Rube’ 
cry and they escape, but are re- 
captured, while the show burns 
down. Miss Eilers finds the baby 
and Tracy finally realizes that she'll 
make a pretty good mother. She 
takes the child while he serves a 
six-month sentence for the vote in- 
cident. 

All rather bald, but it is built up 
well and the women will delight in 
the picture of parental devotion. 
There are some good bits, as when 
they visit a mothers’ clinic to get a 
line on infant care and the light- 
fingered Durante steals the model 
baby outfit to set up the nursery. 
The Schnozzle gets another big 
laugh when he switches the votes 
to permit the child to win the con- 
test. Here the laugh starts when 
the audience sees him get the idea. 
These two moments are among the 
best things Durante has yet done 
on the screen, and they are carried 
over without the usual buffoonery. 
His entire assignment is played with 
a lighter touch than usual. It’s 
worth the admission to watch his 
face as the lecturer explains the 
proper way to fold a diaper. 

Tracy, too, is less explosive, and 
therefore, more convincing than 
usual. He cannot give conviction to 
the story’s implausibilities, but he 
does ease the strain on the credi- 
bility, and he successfully holds the 
interest up. Miss Bilers has a small 
assignment, but handles it well. The 
other roles are unimportant. 

The production is nicely handled, 
with the load of local color not 
permitted to become intrusive ex- 
cept for the fire sequence, palpably 
put in for mechanical punch. 

Chic. 


A Notorious Gentleman 


Universal production and release. Fea- 


tures Chas. Bickford, Helen Vinson, Sid- 
ney Blackmer, Onslow Stevens. Directed 
by Edward Laemmle. Story, Colin Clem- 
ents, Florence Ryerson; adaptation, Karen 
DeWolf, Rufus King; screen play, Leopold 
Atlas, Robt, Trasker; camera, David Abel. 
At Mayfair, N. Y., week Feb. 14, ’35. 
tunning time, 75 mins. 
A ae errr rr srr re Charles Bickford 
Clayton Bradford.........Sidney Llackmer 
Nina Thorne.....cccccoeoeee-- Helen Vinson 
John Barrett..... eecccccces Onslow Stevens 
| Marleybone...... ecoecceces Dudley Digges 
Terry Bradford... ccocrvcecccess John Darrow 
FOUR: 6 6.ccascvceees eeeeccosees John Larkin 


Another perfect crime story, but 





with an adroit twist. However, too 
heavy-handed both In the writing 





Americans. 

‘Behold My Wife’ (Par). Syl- 
via Sidney and Gene Raymond, 
backed by a strong cast, will 
pull this meller up to moder- 
ate grosses, 

‘Carnival’ (Col) Thin story, 
but made virile by Lee Tracy 
and Jimmy Durante. Not out- 
standing, but all right. 

‘A Notorious Gentleman’ (U). 
Neat twist to a murder plot, 
but too heavily handled for 
first consideration. Attractive 
cast. 

‘Lottery Lover’ (Fox). Slip- 
shod ‘and weak. With Lew 
Ayres and Pat Paterson. 

‘Jane Eyre’ (Mono). Not a 
very promising transcription 
from the book. Can hardly 
stand. alone. 

‘Little Men’ (Mascot). Over- 
balancing a mediocre produc- 
tion are the fine performances 
by troupe of juveniles. 











and direction to achieve first rank. 
Telling is overstressed and director 
does not remédy the fault of over- 
writing. Filn? fails to carry convic- 
tion, and so loses its grip. Spec- 
tator grows tired of waiting for the 
solution. Not a mystery story, as 
the lead is seen to fire the fatal 
shot. Interest pegged on the in- 
genuity of the plan. 


Charles Bickford is affronted by 
Sidney Blackmer, and plans not 
only to kill him, but also to throw 
suspicion on the latter's fiancee, 
whose rejection of his own proposa! 
of marriage is at the bottom of the 
trouble. He shoots’ Blackmer, 
plants evidence to incriminate the 
girl and then assumes responsibility 
for the murder in such fashion as 
to suggest he is doing so to shield 
the woman. Gallant attitude wins 
him a disagreement verdict. He 
persuades the dead man’s nephew 
that the latter killed him in a 
drunken rage. The boy leaves a 
confession, but Onslow Stevens, as 
the d.a., tricks Bickford for the 
finish. 


Well handled, this would have 
made a good picture. The picture 
drags, particularly in the earlier 
character establishing, which runs 
too long. There is the further 
handicap of a lengthy courtroom 
scene with crane camera becoming 
tiresome in its gyrations. 

Bickford has a part that fits and 
plays it to the hilt. Onslow does 
the pattern district attorney suave- 
ly, and Miss Vinson, as the girl, 
offers both personality and intelli- 
gence, despite her part is minor 
and that she gets small chance. 
Dudley Digges supplies some com- 
edy that’s not as much relief as in- 
tended, but not entirely his fault. 
Mention is deserved by John Larkin 
as a Negro butler who makes it 
real, Chic. 


LOTTERY LOVER 


(WITH SONGS) 


Fox production and release. Features 
Lew Ayres, Pat Paterson. Directed by 
William Thiele; producer, Al Rockett. 
Jriginal story by Siegfried M. Horzig and 
Maurice Hanline; screen play, Franz 
Schulz and Billie Wilder; dialog, Sam 
Hellman; songs, Jay Gorney and Don 
Hartman; camera, Bert Grennon. At 
Loew's New York, N. Y., two days, as 
half double bill Feb, 13-14, '35, Running 
time, 85 mins. 

Cadet Frank Harrington.......Lew Ayres 
Re rer eeeeees Pat’ Paterson 
Gaby Aimee.......secscesesessPeSgy Fears 
Cadet Harold Stump..,..Sterling Holloway 
Prince Midanoff.....0..++....Walter King 
We 39.5 09.:094-08 sevescceee.»-Alan Dinehart 
Captain Payne.....eeeee.-Reginald Denny 
Gs ou at¥i-cndceed eeccesee.- Eddie Nugent 
Cadet Allen TayloP.cocccecccccs Nick Foran 
Gaby’s Mald.........e.++.Rafaela Ottiano 





‘Lottery Lover’ has a few smartly 
contrived farcial moments and a 
couple of ear tickling tunes. These 
two items sum up the picture's 
assets. Liabilities are many, rang- 
ing from a story that rambles and 
stumbles to a choice outlay of mis- 
casting or misplaying. Result is 
that the picture is not the type to 
stand alone. 

Embalmed here is an old comic 
opera idea. Bunch of American 
naval cadets hit Paris with but one 
objective, to paint the town red. 
Reigning beauty is Gaby Aimee, of 
the musichalls. An American ex- 
patriate, who makes his:living as a 
guide, suggests that if the boys are 
intent on making a conquest of her 
they pool their resources, and 
through a lottery delegate one of 
their number to the job. Comedy is 
supposed to derive from the dis- 
comfiture suffered by the unwilling 
winner of the lottery. 

The three principals function 
woodenly. Lew Ayres, cast in the 
title role, not only does a sad cari- 
cature but plays it as though it’s 
just a chore that has to be shoul- 
dered. Peggy Fears is the foot- 
light circe, proving more adept at 
modeling a beautiful wardrobe than 
at injecting any warmth or life into 
the part. Pat Paterson looks pretty 
enough as the chorus girl who is 





Burden of pulling laughs falls to 


Sterling Holloway, Alan Dinehart 
and Eddie Nugent. Dinehart con- 


tributes a likeable account of him- 
self as the American guide. Hollo- 
way snuffs out many of promising 
line with overmugging and bad | 
timing. 

Proceding swing from 
fantasy with a vengeance toward 
the fadeout. One scene starts off 
as a wholesale duel between Ameri- 
can and French cadets and dissolves 
into .a complicated sword dance 
routine. 

Jay Gorney has written a neat 
melody for the production with 


‘There’s A Bit of Paree in You.’ 
Odec. 





farce to} 





KIROV 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
(In Russian) 


Moscow, Jan. 27. 

This is a film devoted to the life 
of the recently assassinated bolshe- 
vik leader, Sergey Kirov. Follow- 
ing the documentary ‘Three Songs 
on Lenin,’ J. Bliokh produced this 
pathetic sound poem depicting dif- 
ferent stages of the life and death 
of Kirov. 

It gives a striking portrait of the 
bolshevik leader. Sound of his 
voice, accentuated by the smooth 
gesture of his hands and fine ora- 
tory are captivating. Suddenly the 
music accompanying the film 
changes into a funeral march, show- 
ing the mournful days of the 
country. 

Film is of profound impressive- 
ness and is very popular here. It 
should do well. wherever Russian 
patriots are to be found. McLove. 


JANE EYRE 


ram production and First Di- 
Stars Virginia Bruce and 
Beryl Mercer, 
Pringle, Lionel 





Monogr 
vision release. 
Colin Clive. Features 
David Torrence, Aileen 
Belmore, Jameson Thomas. Directed by 
Christy Cabanne . Producer, Ben Ver- 
schleiser. From novel of same name by 
Charlotte Bronte; adaptation, Adele Com- 
andini; film editor, Carl Pierson; camera, 
Robert Planck. At Stanley, N. Y., as 
half double bill Feb. 13, '35. Running 


time, 62 mins, 
ae Virginia Bruce 


Jane Byre....secee we ruc 
Edward Rochester.........-.Colin Clive 
Mrs. Fairfax.....+.+ eens cers Beryl Mercer 
Charles Craig..... .eee- Jameson Thomas 


Blanche Ingram..........Aileen Pringle 


Brocklehurst.....s..+«.++.David Torrence 
Lord Ingram.....+e+.++-Lionel Belmore 
Daisy....+-. Terery eooeee--Joan Standing 





is attractive in this 
transcription of the book to the 
sereen, except for the handsome 
Virginia Bruce and the playing of 
Beryl Mercer. Miss Bruce plays the 
heroine and Miss Mercer is house- 
keeper. The sets appear. badly 
lighted and picture has scant chance 
as a solo performer. Miss Bruce 
sings acceptably, in one instance, 
Schubert's ‘Serenade.’ 

Story begins with Jane Eyre’s 
childhood, she becomes governess to 
Adele Rochester. It takes exactly 
46 minutes before Rochester, her 
employer, and Miss Eyre have 
their first romantic moment to- 
gether. The Rochester house burns 
down, Rochester goes blind, and 16 
minutes later the second and final 
kiss arrives. 

The cast appears to have consid- 
ered their tasks with considerable 


melancholy. Shan. 


Little that 


Une Etoile Disparait 


(A Star Vanishes’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paramount - Joinville production and 
Paramount release. . Directed by Robert 
Wyler. Scenario, Marcel Achard. At 6th 
Ave. Playhouse, N. Y., week Feb. 9, °35. 
Running time, 74 mins. 


Rosine..... aeccceccoccveces Suzy Vernon 
Santerre....» 6 cncseencsssacCeneees Demy 
Claudius ..... PPUTTETIT TTT Tee Drean 


Liane Baxter...cccecceses---Edith Mera 
Roland Mercier...+eeeseseeesRolla Norman 
Hulot...ccese cocceceeceecesmareel Vanes 
Rigot...ccoccccescccceasenceesteeee Worms 
Arlette. cscocccccccccescess Bandra Ravel 





(In French) 

This picture was made by Para- 
mount in France early in 1932. At 
that time it was one of the best pro- 
gramers made by Paramount over 
there from a production standpoint, 
but doubtful for American appeal. 
Today it is even less likely to go 
anywhere on this side of the ocean. 
It is dated although actually only 
three years old. From an American 
standpoint neither is it up to pro- 
duction standards, 

Reason for this film’s appearance 
in New York at this time is some- 
what involved. Paramount, when it 
made these films in France, wasn't 
thinking of bringing them to Amer- 
ica at all, but brought a few over as 


Mayfair, N. Y. 
Super-Special Attractions 


This is a two-reei short buildup 
of the Lindbergh kidnapping and 
'the Hauptmann trial. It uses for 


its background portions of the trial 


which were shown by newsreels 
with Hauptmann heard on the 
stand. It may be from the same 


negative as taken by reel cameras 
and which through an understand- 
ing between Pathe, Par, Fox- 
Mvuvietone, Hearst and U was mas 
available to all. 


Super-Special attractions, Inc., is 
credited with presenting this short, 
with recording by the Seiden proc- 
ess. A. L. Alexander is credited as 
the narrator. It was Alexander 
who covered the trial for Hearst 
newspapers on a special broadcast 
from Flemington, N. J., over sta- 
tion WNEW. He is not shown, nor 
are there any pictures included of 
any broadcasting. 


Short starts out with narration 
of first public attention drawn by 
Lindbergh when he was preparing 
to take off from Long Island on his 
Atlantic crossing. It covers his 
arrival in France, his welcome back 
to the States, ceremonies in Wash- 
ington, the flier’s hop to Mexico and 
his reception by Ambassador Mor- 
row, whose daughter he was later 
to marry. Before leading up to the 
kidnapping, there are brief scenes 
of the Lindbergh baby, then news- 
paper headlines telling of the kid- 
napping and the ransom payment. 

All of this and opening scenes in 
court are silent, but whether from 
a silent or dialoged negative not 
clear. Alexander is ielling the story 
all the while, stepping aside when 
actual testimony is heard and then 
coming back with the offscreen 
voice on the verdict. Dialog scenes 
start out with Jafsie telling who 
‘John’ was and follows with ques- 
tioning of Hauptmann by both 
Reilly and Wilentz. All the five 
major newsreels had all the dialog 
courtroom action that is to be 
found in this compiled short sub- 
ject. 

Newspaper headlines are used 
frequently to tell part of the story. 
In reaching its close, when the ver- 
dict is being awaited, the short 
splices in a picture of two elderly 
people in night-gowns listening to 
a radio, as though waiting for the 
verdict. This little shot looks like 
one used in connection with the 
wedding of the Duke of Kent to 
show how people were up at an early 
hour, 5 a. m. or thereabouts, to lis- 
ten to the wedding. 

‘Trial of the Century’ when 
caught was also playing the Astor, 
the only other house besides the 
Mayfair to use it, so far as known, 
on Broadway. When it went into 
the programs of these two theatres 
over the weekend Universal started 
checking as to whether the film was 
using any material taken during 
the trial without proper permission 
but no actio’. was taken, as threate 
ened. Char. 





‘SPIRIT OF 1976’ 
With Walter King and Betty Grable 
20 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
Radio 

This is a knockout featurette. 

Leigh Jason has been turning out 
some pips for Radio. So good that 
the danger is they'll be stopped to 
divert Jason to full-length produc- 
tions. These shorts stand head and 
shoulders above the contemporary 
one and two-spoolers because they 
rest on the solid foundation of a 
comic idea. It’s a mixture of Gil- 
bert and Sullivan and ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ in the case of ‘Spirit of 1976.’ 

Not that shorts haven't frequent- 
ly had good basic ideas. But the 
combination of a nifty conception 
and a slick execution is rare enough 


to be amazing. For 20 minutes 
‘Spirit of 1976’ spoofs the droll 
thought of a futuristic president, 


who abolishes work 100% only to 
have a strike against loafing. Work- 
shovels are bootlegged and other 
absurdities of human nature are 
exploited for giggles. 

Story is unfolded half in dialog 
and half in lyrics. Both are ex- 
cellent. Disdaining to hide the in- 
spiration from ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ the 
president is Elmer Green, a lineal 
cousin to Wintergreen. And the 
parade of banners is similar. 


Much of the credit for making 
this an outstanding third-of-un- 
hour is due Walter King. PBroad- 
way remembers Walter Woolf of 
Shubert operettas, but Hollywood's 
fixed the name. His smooth per- 
formance makes him look like 


somebody that ought to get places 


on the screen. Photographs good, 
too, Cute blonde, Betty Grable, 
was more than the customary 


painted figurehead, giving a lubrie- 


an afterthought, played them, got]! cated and intelligent assist. 

nowhere and so gave up the idea. | Land, 

Par then decided to play these pic- — —— ---—_ ——- 

tures solely on the other side. 

A few months ago Jack Barry, DAY SAILS 

with Par, got an idea that because | a ee 

German films in the U. S, are having Richard Day, art director for Sam 
’ Goldwyn, sailed Friday (15) for a 


a tough time of it there might be a} 
spot for French pictures. 
vinced Par that it ought to dig up 


(Continued on page 31) 





He con-! vacation abroad. 


Day came in from the Coast the 


morning of his sailing day. 
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Everywhere--America’s Biggest Attraction Si 


DEVIL DOGS 


Starring JAMES CAGNEY-PAT OB 


From the same Company that’s bringing you Rudy Vallee in“Sweet Music’ — 








Kay Francis in “Living on Velvet’ with Warren William and George Brent— P « 
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BRIEN Directed by Lloyd Bacon | 
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c‘— | “Gold Diggers of 1935”—Jolson and Keeler in “Go Into Your Dance”— 
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nt— Payl Muni in “Black Fury”’—Dolores Del Rio in“In Caliente” 
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Didn't Collect, 
Sues Theatre 


Minneapolis, Feb. 19. 

Paradise theatre, independent de- 
luxe nabe house here, is named de- 
fendant in a suit filed in District 
Court by J. P. LaQua, who seeks to 
recover $125 which he declares he 
won at a ‘bank night’ and has been 
unable to collect. 

LaQua asserts he didn’t hear his 
name called as the winner, but was 
told by an acquaintance that such 
had been the case, went to the 
management after the performance 
and demanded the money. He al- 
leges he was told ‘nothing doing.’ 

Theatre admits that it refused to 
pay LaQua the $125, justifying its 
action by denying that he was pres- 
ent in the theatre at the time of 
drawing as required by the contest’s 
rules. “ 

S. P. Halpern, counsel for the 
Paradise, also contends that even if 
LaQua were present and complied 
with the contest’s rules the theatre 
would not be under any legal ob- 
li;ation to keep its promise and pay 
him the $125. Because there was 
no consideration involved, LaQua 
not being compelled to purchase a 
ticket to be eligible for winning. 
Halpern asserts, the theatre would 
be within its rights to reneg on its 
offer if it so saw fit. 


NEW WORK SKED FOR 
STUDIO KEY JUICERS 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Key electrical men on sets will 
get a limitation of hours and over- 
time provisions as a result of the 
recent labor confabs in New York 
on the basic studio agreement. 

These key men, in charge of the 
lighting crews, had heretofore been 
on a week-to-week basis and had 
complained that they often were 
worked unreasonable hours without 
added remuneration. Under the 
new setup their hours will be limit- 
ed to 69 a week, with time and a 
half for overtime. 


15 N. W. Closings 


Minneapolis, Feb. 19. 

Some 15 northwest theatres are 
reported going dark as compared 
with only four reopening and one 
new house, according to the current 
Code Authority bulletin. 

Top number of closings this win- 
ter. 

















CALLING OFF DOG 


once 


Too Tough to Saddle Romance on 
Hound—Par Nixes Poocher 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Paramount has shelved the idea 
of making a dog story of ‘If You 
Hunt With Old Don.’ Has decided 
to substitute a kid for the hound. 
Grover Jones has been assigned to 
the story. 

Original idea was to have the dog 
as the lead. Irvin S. Cobb was 
brought in to write the screen play 


and a camera crew shipped to 
Louisiana to photograph the Na- 
tional Field Dog Trials. Studio de- 
cided love and human _ interest 


couldn’t be saddled on a hound. 


S. C. Blue Bill 


Spartanburg, S. C., Feb. 19. 

Rigid censorship of all films 
shown in South Carolina, already 
just about the_ tightest ‘blue 
laws’ state in the union, is sought 
by Rep. Ouzts in general assembly. 
He wants a board of three named 
to censor and pass on flickers, with 
Gov. Olin D. Johnston of Spartan- 
burg to do the appointing. 

Bill was passed to the judiciary 
committee for a report. 





Vidor’s Korda Film 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
King Vidor will direct a picture 
for Alexander Korda’s London Films 
this fall. 
Visits England this summer to 
look over Albion’s film setup before 
starting his contract Sept. 1. 





Book Stalled 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

While Radio literary scouts 
are prowling book stalls to find 
a yarn for Fred Astaire’s next 
picture, the company seems 
unaware of Vivian Ellis’ novel, 
‘Zelma,’ based on the stage ad- 
ventures of the terp expert. 


PARENT-TEACHERS FILE 
FOR GOVT. CONTROL 


Washington, Feb. 19. 

Parent-teacher drive for govern- 
ment control of films and creation of 
federal institute for visual education 
was revealed last week with sub- 
mission of bale of petitions to mem- 
bers of Congress. 

With New York P-T-A’s leading 
the parade, organization § started 
flooding Capito] with pleas for en- 
actment of legislation which would 
establish government supervision of 
film production and set up new di- 
vision of the Office of Education to 
‘encourage’ pictures providing ‘suit- 
able entertainment’ to meet the 
needs of patrons in ‘rural and urban’ 
localities, 

Did not specifically boost any 
pending film-control legislation. 


Allied Exhibs Elect 


Washington, Feb. 19. 
Annual directors meeting of Al- 
lied States Association here last 
week picked following officers for 
1935: 
President, Sidney Samuelson, New 




















York; chairman of the board and 
legal advisor, Abram F. Myers, 
Washington; secretary -treasurer, 


H,. A. Blum, Chicago; recording 
secretary, H. M. Richey, Detroit. 





NATIONAL’S VAUDFILM 


N. Y. Yiddish House Goes Combo 
Under E. M. Glucksman 








National theatre, Second avenue 
and Hudson street, New York, one 
of the city’s oldest theatres and for 
years a Yiddish legit house, goes 
vaudfilm shortly. Under the combo 
policy name of theatre will be 
changed to the Roosevelt. 

New operator is the Agean Corp., 
with E. M. Glucksman active head. 
Company, under direction of the 
former RKO exec, intends entering 
into deals for other New York nabe 
spots. 

Downtowner’s policy will be 
vaudfilm Friday to Sunday, with 
stage shows at the rate of $2,000, 
and straight films the rest of the 
week, 





Femme Senator Has 


Her Say in Newsreels 


Baltimore, Feb. 19. 

Maryland’s lone femme _ State 
Senator has introduced a bill which, 
if passed, will make the shooting by 
cameramen of pictures of courtroom 
sessions illegal. 

In commenting upon her proposal 
the Senator, Miss Mary Risteau, ad- 
mitted her bill was prompted by the 
newsreels stuff on the Hauptmann 
trial. 


Extend Binnie’s Stay 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Without an immediate assign- 
ment for her, Universal has given 
Binnie Barnes a month’s extension 
on her current Engiish stage en- 
gagement. 

Miss Barnes had been slated to 
leave London in time to report at 
the studio Feb, 15. 





Leftwich at Fox 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Alexander Leftwich, on the Coast 
the last year, went on the Fox pay- 
roll this week. . 
He has an executive spot in the 
production department. 





U’S BEAUTY SHOP 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Universal has bought ‘Strangers 
at the Feast,’ novel dealing with 
drama in ae beauty parlor, by 
Beatrice Lubitz. Production will 
be by E. M. Asher. 

Myron C. Fagan, New York pro- 
ducer and writer, brought out to do 
the screen treatment. 





GOVT. WILL PRESERVE 
FILMS OF IMPORTANCE 


Washington, Feb. 19. 

An unprecedented national collec- 
tion of motion pictures of education- 
al and historic importance will be 
part of the new National Archives 
of the United States. 

Planning to assemble films from 
both government and_ industrial 
sources, Archivist Robert D. W. 
Connor last week named Capt. John 
G. Bradley to post of chief of the 
division of motion pictures and 
sound recordings. 

Sumptuous new building now 
nearing completion contains eight 
special fireproof vaults for film stor- 
age and model projection room 
where films will be exhibited for 
public officials and students of his- 
tory and government. Expect gov- 
ernment collection to be available 
for use of schools, colleges, and edu- 
cation] institutions and will in time 
become valuable reference library 
for industrial groups. 


‘BENGAL’ RELEASE DEAL 
BASIS OF COAST SUIT 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 
Harry Schenck is seeking an in- 
jznction to prevent distribution of 
‘Beyond Bengal’ through Principal 
Pictures .n Superior Court com- 
plaint that the Malay native life 
feature has been unlawfully author- 
ized for marketing. 
Louis A. Solomon and Arthur S8. 
Friend are named as chief defend- 
ants in the suit, which also demands 
rescission of contract and an ac- 
counting in the legal effort to get 
the film back into full control of 
Schenck and his partner in the 
property, Phra Abviavonge (cor- 
rect), a Siamese. 
Complaint says that Arthur 
Friend, as attorney in fact for the 
plaintiff, had no authority to enter 
into the contract with Solomon by 
which Principal Pictures took over 
distribution. 
Schenck values the film at $500, 
000. 














MISS. TAX UPS 


Outdoors Boom But Theatres Show 
58% Increase Over '33 








Jackson, Feb. 19. 

Increase in Mississippi show busi- 
ness is séen in figures just released. 
State Tax Commission statistics 
show a big increase in circus and 
earned receipts—about three times 
as much as last year. Outdoor shows 
turned in $31,475 during 1934, ac- 
cording to 8S. L. Burwell, chief 
amusement tax inspector pf the 
state tax commission. This repre- 
sented 11% of the entire amount 
spent on amusements. 

Theatres showed a gain of 58% 
over last year, with tax returns 
amounting to 81% of the total. Pic- 
ture houses last year accounted for 
$231,178, as compared with $133,022 
for the previous year. Dances and 
skating rinks cashed in $3,700 and 
$151, respectively. 

The total receipts for all amuse- 
ments for 1934 were $283,083, as 
compared with $155,009 for 1933 and 
$94,098 for 1932. 

Mississippi collects 10% of gross 
receipts of all amusements, includ- 
ing athletic events. The Mississippi 
chapter of MPTOA has been bitterly 
opposed to the tax, claiming preju- 
dice against the business. There is 
a general retail sales tax on all busi- 
nesses of 2%, and exhibitors feel 
they are merely merchants dispens- 
ing merchandise and should pay 
only 2%. At 10%, tax cannot be 
absorbed and must be passed on to 
customers. 





Traveltalk Crew to 


Lense Oriental Scenes 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

James Fitzpatrick leaves here late 
in March for the Orient with a 
Technicolor camera crew. They're 
on a three months’ tour of Japan 
and China for his Traveltalks. 

Producer is en route to New York 
before hopping back here for the 
trip across the Pacific. 





Col. Ups Sully 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Bill Sully has been promoted 
from Columbia exploitation depart- 
ment to assistant on production. 
Leo Freedman, switched from 





New York office, replaces Sully. 








| Picture Possibilities 





‘The Simpleton of the Unexpected Isles’—Unfavorable 
‘THE SIMPLETON OF THE UNEXPECTED ISLES’ (Comedy, The- 


atre Guild, Guild) 
much for the screen, 


George Bernard Shaw in a fantastic mood is too 
Story takes in a wide range, but not the right stuff, 


Idee. 





‘The Eldest’—Unfavorable 


‘THE ELDEST’ 


(Drama, Sam Grisman. 


Ritz). Story of a woman 


acquitted of murdering her husband, returning home and continuing an 


affair with her lover. 





‘BITTER OLEANDER’ 


this could be used on the screen is as a hoss opry. 


Too lurid and sordid. Ibee. 
‘Bitter Oleander’—Doubtful 
(Drama. Lyceum, Neighborhood). Only way 
Probably not worth 
Kauf. 


story cost for that kind of use. 





‘Noah’—Unfavorable 


‘NOAH’ (Comedy-drama. 


material. 


Jerome Mayer. 
of biblical story first presented in Paris and London, 


Longacre). Stage version 
Unlikely picture 
lbee. 





BURR TO MAKE DOZEN 
MELLERS FOR PURITAN 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Cc. C. Burr will produce two series 
of features for Puritan Pictures. 
Deal was signed last week by Louis 
A. Solomon, head of Puritan, where- 
by Burr makes six action stunt pic- 
tures and six melodramas. 

Contract provides that the pro- 
ducer starts delivery in April. 


Renew Lazarus, Banton 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Paramount renewed the con- 
tracts of three people last week. 
Jeff Lazarus, head of the editorial 
board, and Travis Banton, designer, 
and his assistant, Edith Head, were 
given pacts for another year. 
Banton leaves for Paris next 
month to look over the new styles. 











Hays Org. Lays Postcard 
Barrage for ‘Copperfield’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Mrs. Alice Ames Winter, women’s 
club contact for the Hays office 
here, is sending out 2,000 postcards 
to club and religious organizations 
plugging ‘David Copperfield.’ It is 
the first time that the Producers’ 
association has ever taken this 
means Of exploiting any particular 
picture. 

Such a postcard barrage, it is ex- 
plained, will follow the release of 
any future picture which can be 
utilized for plugging film-going as 
an institution. It’s in line with the 
current poster campaign, by which 
it is hopeg to reach those staying 
away from films on the theory that 
nothing on celluloid is ever worth- 
while. 





3-Day Weekend 


All major film companies and the 
Hays’ office in New York, will be 
closed this Friday (22) Washing- 
ton’s Birthday. It will give most 
of the boys a three-day weekend. 

Theatres will put up Saturday 
and Sunday prices, virtually all 
houses having new pictures on that 
date, change day for the majority, 
and have hopes the extended week- 
end will be more than a drop in the 
bucket, 





Clear Hicks 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Local grievance board today 
(Tuesday) dismissed complaint 
against Harry Hicks, exhibitor 


member of zoning clearance hoard, 
charging he sold script books in 
violation of code. 





TAYLOR LOANED FOR LEAD 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Edward Small is borrowing Rob- 
ert Taylor from Metro for the lead 
in ‘Washington Correspondent,’ 
Which the producer will make for 
Reliance, with Sam Wood directing. 
Upon completion of the picture 
for Small, Taylor is slated to return 
to his home lot for the top spot in 
‘Murder in The Fleet.’ 





TEST NEW TRIPOD 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Wheeled camera tripod construct- 
ed for Metro under supervision of 
John Arnold, head of the camera 
department, is getting its tryout in 
current picture, ‘Order, Please!’ 
New mount, made of aluminum, 
operates either for stationary set- 
up or as a perambulator, 





Proposed Pennsy 10%, 
Amus. Tax Hoped to 
Realize $6,000,000 


Harrisburg, Feb. 19. 
Governor Earle has presented the 
1935-37 budget to the Pennsylvania 


legislature, calling for a budget, in- 
cluding a $49,000,000 deficiency, of 
$497,126,724. He proposed new taxes 
to bring in $203,000,000, including 
immediate passage of a 10% amuse- 
ment tax, estimated to bring in $6,- 
000,000. 

Increasing the gasoline and adde- 
ing a tobacco tax. Twenty other 
tax bills will be introduced later, 





NEW BOOTHMEN SKED 
DEPENDS ON BROWNE 


Decision on the boothmen’s wage 
schedule for greater New York has 
been held up temporarily in Wash- 
ington, awaiting the return of Geo, 
Browne, head of the IATSE. Browne, 
who is in Chicago, is expected back 
early this week. 

NRA officials in Washington then 
will work out a form of contract be- 
tween the theatres and operators, 
Operators’ union made the only ob- 
jection to the O’Reilly booth sked, 
which is primarily based on a point 
system. Two paragraphs in this 
schedule apparently are causing the 
present difficulty, but both sides are 
hopeful of reaching an agreement 
soon. 








e e 
Biederman to Frisco 
Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 

Dave Biederman has gone to San 
Francisto to open a branch exe 
change there for Amity Pictures, 
of which he is local rep. 

He will function as supervisor 
for both distributing offices, 


INDIES’ F-WC CHARGES 


Expect Fireworks This Week On 
Coast at Meeting 








Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Independent Theatre Owners are 
expected to take legal steps against 
Fox-West Coast at a meeting 
Thursday (21) on charges of 
monopolistic bookings and theatre 
operations. Communication to as- 
sociation from the Department of 
Justice is cloaked in secrecy. 
Launching of action is expected 
to set off fireworks among exhibs. 





Santell on ‘Jim’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Al Santell will direct ‘Diamond 
Jim’ for Universal. Edwin Arnold 
will play the title role in Parker 
Morell’s blographical tale of James 
B. Brady, as adapted by Harry 
Clork and Doris Malloy. 

Edmund Grainger will produce 
with starting date March 18. 

‘Diamond Jim’ is bracketed with 
‘The Great Ziegfeld’ and ‘Showboat,’ 
the trio being budgeted for an ag- 
gregate of $2,250,000. 





MUSIC HALL SET 4 WKS. 


R. C. Music Hall, N. Y., schedule 
is now set a month in advance. 

Lineup as stands is ‘One More 
Spring’ (Fox) (21), ‘Whole Town's 
Talking’ (Col), Feb. 28; ‘Little Colo- 
nel’ (Fox), March 7, and ‘Roberta’ 
(Radio), March 14. 
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British Film Execs 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 


*‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFI 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar 


in Concerted 


Invasion of U. §.; Baker on Way 
To Boost ATP Via First Division 


————s 


London, Feb. 19. 

There’s quite a march of British 
film executives towards America 
currently, with some enroute already 
and others to follow. 

Two sailed Thursday (14). They’re 
R. F. Baker, joint managing direc- 
tor, with Basil Dean, of Associated 
Talking Picture and Associated 
British Film Distributors, and 
Micael Balco, studio head of Gau- 
mont-British. 


Baker, while in New York, will 
start activities on a proposed 
spread-out of his company’s product 
in the U.S. The films will be 
handled for American distribution 
by First Division. Under that com- 
pany’s spread-eagling in the U.S. 
F-D is going after all available 
British product for American dis- 
tribution and managed to ease the 
A.T.P. pix away from Captain 
Harold Auten. Baker will also, 
while in the U.S., renew his con- 
tract for British distribution of 
Mascot pictures. Another of his 
projects is the finding of an Amer- 
{ean name comic to co-star in the 
next Gracie Fields picture which is 
hoped to be part American. 


Balcon, whose position was re- 
cently changed to managing direc- 
tor of Gainsborough Films, the G-B 
producing subsid, and joint studio 
head of G-B with Maurice Ostrer, 
will not dally in New York, going 
direct to the Coast. Expects to spend 
two months in Hollywood on an ex- 
haustive hunt for talent and stories. 
Also will talk over with Wallace 
Beery a _ proposed film which is 
practically agreed upon. 


Toeplitz in March 


Ludovico Toeplitz, head of Toep- 
litz productions, will sail for the 
U.S. early in March for the New 
York premiere of ‘The Dictator,’ 
figured to open at either Radio City 
or the Roxy, being distributed via 
Gaumont-British. Immediately after 
the opening, he goes to Hollywood 
to talk to Ernst Lubitsch and look 
the ground over. He is not com- 
pelled to make pictures in England 
and says that if he finds producing 
and casting cheaper, or more feasi- 
ble, in Hollywood, he will hang his 
hat up and work there. 

Arthur Dent, general manager of 
British International, is also pack- 
ing his bags and sticking on U.S. 
labels. He'll go some time next 
month, taking with his six pictures 
intended to start BIP back into ac- 
tive distribution in the U.S. New 
company has been formed in New 
York by some New Yorkers under 
the name of Alliance Films, This 
company will have the BIP pictures 
and Dent is coming over to get 
things started. 


McINTYRE OF U TAKES 
OVER LIBERTY, SYDNEY 


Sidney, Jan. 24. 

Herb McIntyre, Universal’s local 
boss, has bought the freehold of the 
Liberty, Sidney. Would not state 
exact figure paid. 

McIntyre has been interested {fn 
the Liberty from time theatre was 
first mooted. Dave Martin, theatre’s 
&. m., was for years attached to the 
U office as McIntyre’s manager. 


Liberty plays opposition to Gen- 
eral Theatres, yet U sells some pics 
to the chain. Martin was one of the 
bitterest opponents of G. T, at the 
film probe, spilling quite a lot of 
inside dope to the newsmen. 

Policy of Liberty has been mainly 
with U pix, excepting a short fling 
with M-G-M and Par. Currently 
house is playing Columbia’s ‘One 
Night of Love’ on a three sessions 
daily grind. 





German Pic Boycott 
Still On in Sweden 


Stockholm, Feb. 8. 

German pictures have been boy- 
cotted in Sweden for over a year. 
Boycott was established by the so- 
clalist element as a protest against 
Hitler. 

Boycott has not affected business 
of the best German product in the 
few big cities but has been very ef- 
fective throughout the small provin- 
clal towns, practically killing off the 
films, 
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G-T SYDNEY STATUS 


No U Termer, Few Par Pix; M-G 
Peace Not Likely 








Sydney, Jan. 24, 

Universal has not yet sold its 
product to General Theatres on a 
long-termer. Certain number of U 
pics is going over to the chain, but 
picked by the bookers. 

Par igs doing biz with G. T., but 
nothing like that of the old days. 
Par men say they have a complete 
coverage outside of the combine for 
1935-36, 

M-G-M, now running its own 
chain, will apparently not come to 
terms with G. T. Believed that bit- 
terness is too deep rooted to ever 
be straightened out. That’s because 
of the film battle. 


BIP, UNION ON 
HOUSE-BUYING 
SPREE 


London, Feb. 19. 


John Maxwell of British Interna- 
tional has bought the Astoria thea- 
tres in Brighton and Cliftonville, 
materially strengthening BIP’s the- 
atre chain. Deal involves $700,000. 

BIP is also reported taking over 
the Yapp circuit of four theatres 
and the Dawes circuit of four 
houses and the two Clavring supers, 
the Carlton in Upton Park and the 
Carlton in Islington. 

Houses are all in strategic spots 
near London and are figured to cut 
in even heavier into the opposition 
Gaumont-British chain. 

Union Cinemas, Ltd. last week 
took over nine picture houses and 
is negotiating to build 20 more. This 
would make Union th: third biggest 
cinema circuit in England. There 
is, however, a strong likelihood that 
Union will amalgamate with Gau- 
mont-British, such a deal being now 
in the making, which would be 
G-B’s answer to B.I.P. on an ex- 
pansion policy. 


SWEDISH GOVERNMENT 
MULLS PIC MONOPOLY 


Stockholm, Feb. 8. 
Question of State Monopoly in 
the picture business in Sweden has 


again been ventilated in the Swe- 
dish Parliament. 

Socialist Party, which has been in 
power here for several years, is all 
for monopolies. However, there is 
very little likelihood that this will 
materialize in the near future. 


In Norway, where there is a sort 
of monopoly on theatre operation, 
the lack of competition has proved 
a drawback for film business. Home- 
made production also suffers on ac- 
count of the monopoly, as nobody 
wants to invest money in pictures 
except the two community-con- 
trolled distributing companies. 











FILM B.0. IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, Jan. 24. 


Biz continues high and looks like 
holding. 

‘Count of Monte Cristo’ (UA) 
moves into its sixth week and will 
stick. Other leaders include ‘One 
Night of Love’ (Col) and ‘Barreits’ 
(MG). 

Current releases include ‘Beyond 
Bengal’ (B.E.), ‘My Song for You’ 
(G-B), ‘Girls Will Be Boys’ (BIP), 
‘Lady by Choice’ (Col), ‘I Sell Any- 
thing’ (WB), ‘British Agent’ (WB), 
‘Six-Day Bike Rider’ (WB), ‘Bitter 
Sweet’ (BD), ‘Now and Forever’ 
(Par), ‘Kiss and Make Up’ (Par), 
‘Affairs of Cellini’ (UA), ‘House of 
Rothschild’ (UA), ‘One More River’ 
(U), ‘World Moves On’ (Fox), ‘Che- 








opatra’ (Par) and ‘Chained’ (MG). 


Dean’s Anzac Pie 


Sydney, Jan. % 

Basil Dean, English producer, ifs 
due here shortly to produce one film 
dealing with the life story of this 
continent, 

Dean will be given use of Cine- 
sound studio by arrangement with 
Stuart F. Doyle. Erie Baume, editor 
of the Sydney Sunday Sun, will do 
the scenario, 


Mexico Partially 
Settles Tax Diff: 
U.S. Boycott Off 


Mexico City, Feb. 19. 

American distributors, who were 
all to close their offices here yester- 
day (18) and stop doing business in 
Mexico as a protest to what they 
call inequitable taxation, changed 
their minds at the last minute, at 
the request of the Mexican govern- 
ment, and will stick around for a 
while. Also have started in again 
peddling films, which they haven't 
been doing for the past month. 

Squabble is not quite straight- 
ened out, however. Americans were 
equawking about the taxes last year 
and received a promise from the 
government to get them lowered. 
Government, however, went out, 
with the incumbents turning a deaf 
ear to all arguments. That resulted 
in the concerted U. S. walkout plan. 

Late last week, when it became 
certain that the Americans  in- 
tended to carry through the walkout 
and weren't stalling, the Mexican 
government sent for the Americans 
and asked for more time. Distribs 
explained they couldn’t afford it, 
having given the government plenty 
of warning. Government then 
asked for permission to look over 
the books of the U. S. firms and see 
whether the taxes really hurt as 
much as claimed. This was agreed 
on and with that done the Mexican 
tax department promised absolutely 
that the tax would be removed for 
the year 1935, but not for 1934. On 
that promise, the Americans agreed 
to stay in business and sent sales- 
men out again, but they’re still ar- 
guing on the 1934 angie, claiming 
they’re really entitled to have the 
thing retroactive. 


Nordisk Plans More 
Actions Against U. S. 
Filmers; Sweden Next 


Stockholm, Feb. 8. 
Nordisk Tonefilm, biggest film 
company in Denmark, which recent- 
ly won court proceedings against 
all the American distributors in 
Denmark on an alleged patent in- 
fringement, has started the same 
action in Norway and is expected 

shortly to follow suit in Sweden. 
Nordisk company is sitting pretty 
in Denmark and is now casting its 
eyes on Norway and Sweden, al- 
though the chances are that it will 


take some years before the Swed- 
ish branches of the American com- 
panies are forced to pay. They are 
now paying royalties to Nordisk in 
Denmark. All U. S. companies ex- 
cept Metro, Fox and Radio are in- 
volved. 

Nordisk established a studio of its 
own in Stockholm a year ago but has 
not been successful wih it, hav- 
ing produced only three pictures 
since its start. Seems that Para- 
mount and Nordisk were dickering 
with each other at the time this 
studio was planned, as Paramount 
wanted to have some pictures made 
in Sweden, but later changed its 
mind. 

Svensk Filmindustrie has just 
closed a deal with Nordisk Tone- 
film, according to which Svensk 
will use the Danish Poulsen-Peder- 
sen sound patents for the Svensk 
studio in Stockholm. This is con- 
sidered an improvement for the 
Svensk company isasmu h as it is 
now getting noiseless’ recording. 
Has hitherto been working with 
Aga-Baltic sound (Swedish). 

Not known yet whether Nordisk 
will discontinue its own studio here 
or whether it will continue inde- 
pendent production for the time be- 
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No More Government Interference 


In German Filming, Goebbels Says; 
Tndustry Must Now Stand on Own’ 





‘La Vie Parisienne’ in 
Anglo-French Versions 


Paris, Feb. 10. 

United Artists has signed up 8S. 
Nebenzahl, exiled German film pro- 
ducer now in the U. S., to make 
English and French versions here 
of Offenbach’s operetta ‘La Vie 
Parisienne.’ 

Piece is one of the perpetual 
music successes of the local stage. 
American cast is to be brought over 
for the English version and, al- 
though no final arrangements are 
yet made, it is believed that an 
American director also will be im- 
ported. 


HIGH TAX, COIN 
CURB, ANNOY 
U. S. IN GER. 


Berlin, Feb. 10. 

American pictures here continue 
to take it on the chin because of 
high import license fee. Licenses 
cost about $8,000 and the impor- 
ters run the risk of having the pix 
banned after they’ve been admitted 
under quota. 

Producers may be forced into 
production here because of their 
growing balances in marks from 
rentals which canont be taken out 
of the country except in forms’ of 
merchandise. 

Only solution, it is believed here, 
is for the Americans to produce bi- 
lingual Anglo-German pix, taking 
the English negatives out of the 
country and selling them. 


‘KID MILLIONS’ GETS 
SPECIAL PARIS GALA 


Paris, Feb. 10. 

Newspaper Intransigeant, in an 
entire day of galas, moved into the 
Lord Byron Champs Elysees show- 
case Tuesday (5), renaming the 
house the Miracles-Lord Byron and 
opening a public information hall 
in the remodelled lobby. 


Occasion was premiere of ‘Kid 
Millions’ (UA) but United Artists 
took a back seat, and so did M. 
Umanski, owner of the theatre, to 
whom the day was just a series of 
metaphorical socks in the eye. 

Newspaper is cashing in, from a 
prestige viewpoint, on alliance by 
which it gave thousands of dollars’ 
worth of advertising to the Uman- 
ski chain and United Artists, It 
gets a Champs-Elysees site for its 
Miracles Theatre, which formerly 
was next door to its plant on Rue 
Reaumur and which closed to en- 
large its pressroom, Needed this 
because of increasing value of 
Champs Elysees as a center, and 
because other papers, notably its 
chief competitor, Paris Soir, were 
gctting their hooks on the avenue. 

Newspapermen took advantage of 
he gala to get revenge on Umanski, 
who has been tough about giving 
free admissions, even to recognized 
film critics. At a luncheon for the 
press Louis Louis-Dreyfus, million- 
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Berlin, Feb. 1 
Reichminister for Propaganda 
Joseph Goebbels, publicly did a@ 
about face and has repudiated cena 
sor methods hitherto in vogue, saye 
ing films in the future would be une 
hampered by governmental intere 
ference or influence. 


Fetters shaken from German film 
industry on occasion of the dedicae 
tion of the Reich’s Film Archives, 
ceremony being attended by Chan- 
cellor Hitler. 


Dr. Scheuermann, prexy of the 
Film Kammer, said the archives 
would preserve the best historical, 
cultural and artistic pictures so that 
the industry could consult them for 
future uses tending to build up Ger- 
man pix generally. 

Goebbels said the time of clean- 
ing up the industry was at an end, 
hence the government could be of 
‘positive assistance’ to business in- 
stead of ‘negatively assisting 
through censors and prohibitions.’ 


‘Naturally’ 


‘Naturally with an annual pro- 
duction of 150 to 180 pictures each 
one cannot be a work of art,’ Goeb- 
bels said. ‘We have lacked good 
films with comedy, humor and 
laughs. We've even lacked artistic 
films. 


T have always known that art 
can’t be produced by speeches, 
therefore in the last months we've 
appealed to both the business and 
artistic ends of the business.’ 


Goebbels recounted Nazi efforts 
to assist films by establishing the 
Film Bank, endowing a prize and 
founding a national directorial of- 
fice. 

‘We assisted the industry,’ he 
continued, ‘to enable artists to show 
their talents and in the first ef- 
forts to produce really monumen- 
tal German film we will remove a 
measure of influence. 


No State Industry 


‘It is not intended to build up a 
state film industry, but rather to 
serve the existing industry with all 
the facilities available. That film- 
ing has its own laws is known. But 
here and there some have had the 
notion that filming a stage operetta 
was sufficient. 

‘If filming laws are followed, then 
it will be possible for German art- 
ists and German films to conquer 
the world. 

‘I have no intention of harangu- 
ing or handicapping the industry. 
No artist can work when someone 
stands watching over him.’ 


Goebbels said also that public 
taste leaned more toward whole- 
some films and in conclusion took a 
parting shot at the Nazi patriots 
who rushed (many at Goebbels 
orders) party propaganda films into 
production glorifying the stormers; 

‘The world today doesn’t want 
German films of the time we tcok 
over the power. The world wants 
films of high quality.’ 


H. T. MARSH, B-D HEAD, 
SUCCUMBS IN LONDON 


London, Feb. 19. 

Hubert T. Marsh, 56, managing 
director and chairman of the board 
of British & Dominion, died sud- 
denly Thursday (14) of heart 
failure. 

Marsh was primarily a financier, 
He joined with Herbert Wilcox in 
formation of B & D some years 
ago and, for a while, had all his 








aire wheat king-banker and owner |films distributed via Gaumont- 
of the Intran, told newsmen openly | British. Then he handled the deal 
that he understood they had been| whereby United Artists took over 
badly treated and that in the future jall B & D pictures for world dis- 
‘French hospitality’ (allusion § to |tribution, that being the first of the 
fact that Uman:zki is a foreigner) | film deals whereby Britishers spread 
would reign at the theatre. pout internationally. It was a fcre- 
Despite bad reviews, however, the |runner of the formation of Korda’s 
picture opened to big business, do- |London Films and ambitious en- 
ing about $875 on is first day, |luargement of plans of Gaumont- 
which is a high sin. le day’s gross | British. 
for the house with only 450 seats. Marsh was considered in London 
Tuesday's gala, in addition to the jone of the few film men with really 
press luncheon and afternoon press |important contracts in the business 
show, consisted of an _ ultra-swell | sector, and it was these contracts 
evening performance, to which the {that helped make his company one 
official and social worlds were in- pot the British big three. He has 
been in the U.S. on visits several 
times, and was planning another 
visit next month when the sudden 
heart attack came, 
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VARIETY Wednesday, February 20, 1935 


UNIVERSAL HITS A PACE- 
SETTING STRIDE FOR THE 
INDUSTRY! ... THREE BIG 
ONES ON BROADWAY 


IN A SINGLE MONTH! 


“The GOOD 
oe a a 


played to line-up business at RADIO 
CITY MUSIC HALL the week before last! 
And is now mopping up in the first-runs 
throughout the country! 
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EXPLOITATION + 


By Epes W. Sargent 








Lenten Gags 


Lent comes fairly late this year, 
but it’s time now to start in to 
plan for cooking school, lectures, 
bridge instruction or whatever will 
tempt attendance in the penitential 
geason, 

Best stunt is to get something 
that alone will be worth the admis- 
sion charged, with the persons who 
are strictly observing the period 
feeling that it was worth while 
even if they leave the theatre before 
the show proper starts. 

Cooking school is generally the 
best bet, particularly if samples can 
be promoted. Where NRA permits, 
baskets of groceries, donated by va- 
rious stores, should be used. Good 

lan on this is to award the baskets 
= the name of the merchant, each 
grocer contributing one. He’ll nat- 
urally want to make as good a 
showing as his competitors and may 
try to beat the others, which will 
give better values. Lessons should 
be on spring dishes rather than 
standards, in order to be timely. 
Might be possible to promote a 
show of kitchen aids for the mez- 
zanine for one or two shows, with 
a prize of one of the articles for 
the best designed kitchen; pref- 
erably one involving the use of 
labor-saving devices. 

Lectures can be based on scenic 
reels if a good talker can be lo- 
cated, and properly done will be 
strong enough for a solo morning 
attraction for perhaps an hour and 
a half. Musical societies can be 
promoted, where such exist, to give 
Easter selections, with a brief intro- 
duction to each selection to em- 
phasize the educational value. 

That's the big angle. Give those 
who want entertainment a chance 
to salve their consciences. 





Hustling for ‘Clive’ 
Frank Savage made a nice cam- 
paign for ‘Clive of India’ at the 
Warner theatre, Youngstown, start- 
ing with a postcard sent some 300 


grade school teachers on the edu-| 


cational value of the feature. It 
was signed (with permission) by the 
head of the Youngstown Cinema 
Club, and carried greater weight 
than anything emanating from the 
theatre, 

Local tea concern was tied up 
with the picture through the donation 
of 1,000 photos of Colman and Lor- 
etta Young, which were given by 
the store as premiums, and store 
displays were arranged with a 
dimery and a beauty parlor, the lat- 
ter on Miss Young's hairdress. An- 
other tie-in was on Colman’s clothes, 
with a clothing store giving the 
space, and 1,500 menus in various 
restaurants. The restaurants (5) 
also used counter displays at the 
cashiers’ desks. There was a radio 
announcement two days in advance, 
and the newspaper co-operated with 
nig displays on the classified page. 

Apparently Savage is aces with 
the paper, for it handled the hold- 
over of ‘David Copperfield’ like a 
news event. As a matter of fact, 
it was, since it was the first picture 
to hold over for a second week. 





Plenty Doing 


Loew's theatre, Rochester, put 
plenty on the ball for ‘Clive of In- 
dia’. Best bets were 3,000 compo- 
sition books for school kids and the 
same number of lucky charms for 
adults. Books were good grade and 
elephants similar to those selling 
for a nickel at the dimeries. 

Timely was a Valentine greeting 
enclosed with all W. U. messages. 
Text told it took Clive 18 months to 
get a Valentine to his sweetheart 
in 1735, but he could do it pronto 
via W.U. 200 years later. News- 
stands put up 200 tack cards for a 
fan mag contest and 5,000 inserts 
were given out. Some were stamped 
with stars, which brought free 
ducats. Paper napkins were given 
sandwich shops, headed ‘$25 Pen- 
alty’ to get attention to the state- 
ment that anyone should be soaked 
that who failed to see ‘Clive’. 

Deal with the Rochester American 
brought 2,200 copies of a full page 
ad in color running in the American 
Weekly, and hand written postcards 
were mailed from New York, with 
a hotel picture. Outside that they 
used the newspapers plenty. 


Paid—And Paid 
Omaha. 

Manager Bill Singer of the Bran- 
deis theatre lent his house out for 
one of those good-will tie-ups that 
occasionally offer. Sight Saving of 
Omaha (backed by Nebraska Power 
Co.) took over the house Saturday 
morning to give a kid show. 

Council aims to get the lads and 
lassies interested in good light, etc., 
and devised the club as the means. 
A Buck Jones feature with a Mickey 
McGuire short was the fare offered 
to get them to turn out—some 1,500 
turning out to cram the 1,200-seat 
house to the roof. 

Council paid for use of the hall on 
top of the swell publicity theatre 


reaped in the dailies and the chance 
to plug its own bills to the kids, 





N. Y. Paper Helped 


Reading. 
Start of the serial, ‘Tailspin 
Tommy’, at the State, Wilmer & 
Vincent house, was the signal for 
inauguration of a comprehensive 
exploitation campaign by Spencer 
Bentley, house manager. 


He arranged to have 6,000 Tail- 
spin Tommy puzzles inserted in all 
N. Y. Daily Mirrors distributed in 
Berks county, from which State 
draws bulk of its patronage. Each 
puzzle explained that the first 25 
successful solutions would win a 
pair of passes to the theatre. 


More than 200 window cards were 
spotted on news stands used by the 
Berks County News through the co- 
operation of this paper. 


And when the first chapter of 
‘Tailspin Tommy’ serial opened, 
about 250 miniature airplanes were 
dropped from the theatre dome, An- 
nouncement had been madsd two 
weeks prior to this that of the total 
number set loose, twenty-five would 
contain State theatre passes. Con- 
sequently, the youngsters swamped 
the theatre on the date for the give- 
away, adding considerable to the at- 
tendance and sending the serial off 
in fine style. 





Pimpernel for Deeds 


} Baltimore. 

In publicizing ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ 
(UA), current at Loew’s Century, 
exploiter Herb Morgan purchased 
from a wholesale florist a gross lot 
of potted pimpernels and interested 
Louis Azrael, New-Post columnist, 
in awarding a plant and a con- 
gratulatory note to everyone doing 
what the columnist might consider a 
deed of civic good during the week 
the picture plays the century. 

Another stunt Morgan cooked up 
in advance of the flick’s date at the 
Century was the distributing around 
town in restaurants of ‘reserved’ 
cards which were spotted on tables 
in the eateries. Copy read, ‘Re- 
served for The Scarlet Pimpernel, 
who is coming....,’ and then in 
smaller type, discernible when the 
card was more closely scrutinized— 
‘week of Feb. 15 at Loew's Century 
theatre. Make a mental reservation 
to see this grand picture.’ 


Exit Info 


Something that will be appreci- 
ated in most spots has been worked 
out by John Divney, of the Maine, 
Portland, for his lobby display. It’s 
a cast board, made to fit one of the 
frames and giving the casts of the 
current showings. Most patrons 
cannot remember the names, par- 
ticularly when they are flashed only 
before the showing. They will stop 
and study out the who's who, and if 
there is mention of the underline, 
they'll get that idea, too. 

The idea is not worth much unless 
it is regularly used and patrons get 
the habit of stopping on the way 
out. 





Free Air Time 


Boston. 

Paramount theatre, Boston, has 
just inaugurated a weekly radio 
feature over Station WEEI (Bos- 
ton) that has proven a valuable biz 
builder. Theatre publicity depart- 
ment contacted the local radio sta- 
tion with the offer of a 15-minute 
synopsis of the current attraction 
and arranged to supply a sustaining 
program called ‘A Bit o’ This and a 
Bit o’ That’ with a script each week. 

Script comes direct from the film 
studios and gives enough of the 
story to act as teaser for radio au- 
dience. Radio station staff drama- 
tizes it during the half hour on the 
air, 12:45 to 1:15. Theatre’s quar- 
ter hour is aired on opening day of 
the show, Thursday. House runs 
double features, and chooses what 
it figures the best bet for radio 
adaptation. Ether time gratis. Last 
broadcast was on ‘Woman in Red’. 





Sequoia Contest 


Metro is planning a pupil’s essay 
contest to plug ‘Sequoia’ in the 
schools. Various topics are sug- 
gested in an ‘educational handbook’ 
which may be ordered by teachers in 
bulk at 3 cents a copy. First 300 
schools each receives a copy of 
‘Malibu’ from which the picture was 
derived, to be given a pupil of that 
school, 

This is apart from the general 
contest in which the prizes are six 
trips from New York to New Orleans 
by rail to Sequoia Nat. Park for a 
week, then Hollywood and a visit at 
the Metro studios and home by rail. 





1,000 Ball Teams 


Hal Roach planning to organize 
1,000 ‘Our Gang’ baseball teams 
when the official batting season 
opens this Spring. Clubs will be 
sponsored by local exhibs through- 
out the country. Idea tied up with 
New York manufacturer of kids’ 
baseball suits and pennants. De- 
tailed manual of exploitation stunts 
to be pulled ig now on the press. 





Sizing Printing 

Advertising department of M. & P. 
theatres, Boston, is doing a lot of 
printing for the various houses, 
standardizing the size so that either 
two or four throwaways can be 
printed with one impression, saving 
press costs. Recently Mel Morrison, 
of the Strand, Dover, wanted some 
ballots for a baby contest, in four 
face values. He sized them to the 
standard, had them cut apart and 
procured 12,000 ballots for the price 
of 3,000 impressions. 

Plenty of money can be saved in 
the long run by sizing the printing 
to suit standards instead of varying 
the form. Unless they get to look- 
ing too much alike, it’s an advan- 
tage. 





Sothern Sweets 

Harrisburg. 
Small inexpensive envelope con- 
taining flat confection was used as 
a giveaway in exploiting Ann Sother 
in ‘Blind Date’, when it played the 
State theatre here. Plain printing 
matter on front of the envelope 
stated, ‘Here is a bit of sweetness 
to you from Ann Sothern, sweet, 
lovely star on ‘Blind Date’, and 
then listed the playdates and name 
of theatre. About a thousand were 
used and attracted an unusual 

amount of interest in the feature. 





Impressed Air Force 
San Antonio. 

As part of his campaign in ex- 
ploiting ‘Devil Dogs of the Air,’ at 
the Aztec theatre here, Arthur Es- 
berg secured the co-operation of 
Kelly Field for the loan of over 
$50,000 worth of aviation equipment 
for display in his lobby. In addi- 
tion, Esberg arranged for matinee 
and night demonstrations of packing 
and unpacking a parachute, a stunt 
which drew attention. Photos were 
taken four times daily of the patrons 
who turned out for the perform- 
ances, with stills of same given 
away to each patron free. 

Esberg’s campaign ‘broke’ for 
loads of free publicity space in the 
dailies, and helped give the theatre 
one of its biggest grosses in years, 
despite adverse weather conditions. 





Limited Captions 

One of the best bets in the Loew’s, 
Rochester, campaign for ‘Clive of 
India’ was a newspaper contest in 
Which scene cuts were run with 
prizes for the best captions of ex- 
actly 16 letters. It pulled 3,700 re- 
plies. There were other newspaper 
co-operations on the picture, but 
this was the outstander. 

The street pram was a man in 





BEHIND 





Milwaukee. 
Howard Niesler returned to Fox 
Miller as assistant manager, from 
Garden, Louis Shimon now at 
Garden, 





Boston. 
Majestic goes foreign pic, opening 
with ‘Don Quixote’ this week. For- 
mer Boston legit house leased by the 
Marad Amuse, also operates the 
Cameo, N. Y. Ira Tulipan house 
manager. 





Hamilton, O. 

Tracy Barham, general manager 
Southio Theatres, Inc., Hamilton, 
announces appointment George 
Planck as city manager at Mar- 
ion, O., with supervision over the 
Palace and Marion. Succeeds Roy 
E. Peffley, who goes to Middle- 
town, O., as city manager in charge 
of Paramount and Strand. 


St. John, N. B. 

A man was seen entering the 
burned Strand picture house in 
Springhill, N. S., at 1:30 a.m. and 
he came out with a bundle at 2:15 
a.m. The fire was seen at 4 a.m., 
but had quite a start, the building 
being completely destroyed. The 
house had been dark for a year, and 
then reopened with new sound 
equipment by the owners, (Miss) 
M. J. Anderson and her sister, Mrs. 
Beeby. It was in operation only 
two weeks when the fire came. 
House, seating 800, was built 13 
years ago. Paramount film ex- 
change in St. John lost a feature 
film, ‘Witching Hour,’ and a Betty 
Boop comedy in the flames. There 
was no insurance, 

Miss Anderson was manageress 
of the house. The two sisters’ milli- 
nery shop in a building next the 
theatre was badly damaged. 








Youngstown. 
Tom Long, for some time identi- 
fied with New York theatres, is the 
new publicity man for the Palace 
theatre here. 





Los Angeles. 
El Portel (F-WC) in North 
Hollywood tilted its gate from 30c 
to 35c. 
Hollywood's newest picture house, 
the Los Feliz, opened last Thursday 
(14) by Herman Lewis. 





Ashtabula, O. 

A. R. Cooper, local theatre exec, 
has gone to Buffalo, N. Y., to nego- 
tiate for the op ning of the Shu- 
bert-Teck theatre, oldest legitimate 
playhouse there. He plans to in- 
stall a vaude-film policy, opening 
about March 1. 





Lincoln. 

Harry ‘Dusty’ Miller heads the 
picture operators here for another 
year, according to results in the 
1935 election. Roy McGraw is vice- 
president; Ash Williams, secretary; 
John Braun, treasurer, and Buzz 
Dewey, business agent. 

Central States Theatre Corp. has 
purchased the Rex here from C. B. 





Marks to add to its Nebraska 
string. 

Kittanning, Pa. 
Dipson Theatrical Enterprises 


Inc., has taken over the State thea- 
tre here. George Otte is managing 





Natrona, Pa. 
The new Keystone theatre re- 
opened recently. J. G (Jack) 
Rainey and William G. Lieber, for- 
merly associated ag partners in dis- 
tributing foreign and domestic 





a white linen suit and_ tropical 
helmet. 

the KEYS 

films, are the proprietors. Rainey 


also operates the Olympic, Verona. 





Hollywood. 
Frank L. Browne, former F-WC 
house manager, now managing the 
Hollyway (pictures) for Bourke & 
Peterson, 





Milwaukee. 
Louis C. Shimon has joined Gar- 
den theatre staff as assistant man- 
ager in charge of exploitation and 
publicity. 





Charlotte, N. C. 

Charlotte’s new Imperial theatre 
opened Monday (18); C. E. Stone, 
manager. Eugene Street, city man- 
ager of the three Kincey houses 
here, will supervise. 

B. B. Benfield, owner of a chain 
of motion picture theatres in the 
two Carolinas, to erect a theatre at 
Myrtle Beach, S. C. 

City building permit has been is- 
sued for the erection of a new Char- 
lotte home for Fox Film Company, 
costing $41,000. 





Denver. 

Ross Labach has reopened the 
Sagauche theatre at Sagauche, Colo. 
It’s been over three years since the 
town has had a cinema, and then 
only silents. 

Fred Lind is building a new the- 
atre at Rifle, Colo. which he will 
operate in addition to his houses at 
Steanboat Springs, and Littleton. 

John Anderson leased the USA 
and Cover theatre at Ft. Morgan 
about a year ago to Edwin Bluck, 
and went to California to live and 
re-enter the drug business. But he 
came back, bought the leases and 
is operating again. 

Gibraltar, a holding company, has 
bought the Rialto at Loveland from 
J. J. Goldstein. 





New York City. 
Weiss Brothers, formerly opera- 
tors of the Boro theatre, in the 
Bronx, have taken over the Verona 
in lower Harlem. House has been 
reopened as the Victory. 





Albany. 
Louis Capra has leased the Al- 
bany Regent, downtown films, Ed- 
ward Selette the new manager. 
Frank Nolan named manager of 
the renovated Schine’s State, films, 
in Hamilton. 





Atlantic City. 
Alvin Steinberg, publicity director 
at the Municipal Auditorium, has 
resigned to become publicity direc- 
tor and production manager at the 
Million Dollar Pier. 





Toronto. 
Ken Finlay has been placed in 
charge of advertising for all FP-Can 
spots from Winnipeg to the Coast, 
with the exception of the Vancouver 
district. 





Portland, Ore. 
Fred Mercy has opened the* Roxy 


| in Walla Walla, Wash. 


Bob Moore, formerly assistant 
manager at Evergreen’s Paramount 


in Portland, has been transferred 
to the American in 3ellingham, 
Wash. 

Portland exhibs have appointed 
a committee to negotiate with the 


city council to cut license fees. 





London, Can 
theatre is cel 
birthday, while 
Jackson is cele 

anniversary with 


Loew's London 
brating its 15th 
Manager Fred B 
brating his 15th 
Loew's, Inc. 


Asked the Ladies 
Washington 

Frank LaFalce, Warner exploiteer 
in this territory, put over a novel 
radio campaign on the showing of 
‘Bordertown’ at the Earle theatre 
here, that helped put the picture 
over for big: grosses. 

With the co-operation of Station 
WJSV, LaFalce invited three hun- 
dred local housewives to be the 
guests of the theatre at the initial 
matinee showing of ‘Bordertown," 
after which they were to give their 
reactions to the picture. 

The stunt was built around the 
title of the picture, with the women 
being given the questionnaire cards 
carrying the following copy: 

‘What Is Your Opinion of ‘Bor- 
dertown,’ with Paul Muni - Bette 
Davis?’ 

‘What Title Would You Give This 
Picture?’ 





Kids and ‘Copperfield’ 


Howard Waugh, manager of the 
Warner Memphis zone, knows his 
way about. Has known it for a lot 
of years. In a recent issue of his 
nice-looking house organ he gives 
his managers positive instructions 
not to stage special kiddie shows on 
‘David Copperfield.’ 

That may seem revolutionary, but 
Waugh points out that it not only 
will create the impression that it is 
a kid picture, but that many parents 
will refrain from taking the young- 
sters if they can send them to a 
special show. 

That’s a new way of looking at it, 
but it is a sound idea. 

Waugh tells his managers to sell 
the picture to the kids through the 
school teachers and then let the 
children drag the parents in, too. 





‘Kid’ in London 

Ice cream and music were the ob- 
jects of special drives by Robb Law- 
son, U. A. publicity director in Lon- 
don when ‘Kid Millions’ opened at 
the Pavilion. Woolworth’s went the 
full distance with the ‘Kid Millions’ 
ice cream, and both that store and 
Selfridges flooded the music depart- 
ments. Thousands of colored win- 
dow streamers were given phono- 
graph and music dealers on the 
songs, With many taking cutouts 
and other window displays. 

In addition, Lawson tied practie 
cally every merchandising classifi- 
cation to some form of tie-in. People 
simply could not avoid knowing the 
Cantor picture was in town, 





On the Railroad 


One of the best window displays 
for ‘David Copperfield’ at the Capi- 
tol, N. Y., was planted in the win- 
dow of the Northern Pacific, which 
has a big window in its office at 
Fifth avenue and 46th street. The 
road generally has a display of its 
own, which it frequently varies, 
but will take outside stunts when 
they are worth while. 

Display consists of seven cutout 
figures, apparently from the pos- 
ters, but provided with fabric cloth- 
ing. A large painted sign for the 
picture is backed by two copies of 
the script, the covers autographed 
by the stars. It makes a splendid 
flash and in a spot where it does 
plenty of good. 


Into a Tailspin 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Victoria theatre used its Victoria 
Junior Club membership in pro- 
moting an airplane model contest to 
bally the ‘Tailspin Tommy’ serial. 
More than 75 models were entered 
in the contest by the time the fifth 
number of this airplane serial had 
been shown in the house. To create 
interest in the Junior Club mem- 
bership about 1,000 buttons are dis- 
tributed each Saturday morning at 
regular meetings of this club, which 
is a theatre promotional organiza- 
tion. 








College Chanters 
Lincoln. 

Getting tht right kind of atmos- 
phere, the old barroom quartet, 
E. A. Patchen heralded the opening 
of ‘Sweet Adeline’ by recruiting a 
student quartet from the University, 
togging them in the derby, handle- 
bar mustache, celluloid collar cos- 
tumes of the period—and towing 
them around to all the cafes, hotel 
dining rooms, ete., singing the old 
suds tune. Foursome got a big 
hand everywhere and was a good in- 
terest provoker. 


Theatre Wins Award 


_— ’ 
Lincoln. 





For the first time in the history 
fof the Ad Club here, organization 
embracing all the ad men in the 
city, a theatre won the club’s top 
iward, the Ad-of-the-Month. House 
lwas the Stuart and the ad was on 
Imitation of Life.’ Ad was com- 
ed entirely of written recommen- 
dations from women who saw an in- 

itational prevue of the pie. E. A. 


‘Pat’ Patchen takes a bend at the 
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PLAN zox%. 
FOR EXTENDED RUNS ON THESE FOX HITS! 


LANCE at the details and convince 
yourself that the exhibitor who 
doesn’t date them in for extra playing 
time is cheating his bank account. And 


...while you’re at it...slap yourself 
on the back for being a FOX showman! 

























JANET WARNER 
GAYNOR | BAXTER 


ONE MORE SPRING 


With Walter King, Jane Darwell, Roger Imhof, Grant 
Mitchell, Rosemary Ames, John Qualen, Nick Foran 
and Stepin Fetchit. Produced by Winfield Sheehan. 
Directed by Henry King. From Robert Nathan’s 
best-selling novel. Screen play 
and dialogue by Edwin Burke. 
















u@’ SHIRLEY TEMPLE © 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 


The LITTLE COLONEL 


AB. G. DeSylva Production. With 
Evelyn Venable, John Lodge and 
Bill Robinson. Directed by David 
Butler. Screen play and adaptation 
by William Conselman. Based on 
the story by Annie Fellows Johnston. 















GEORGE WHITE'S 
1935 SCANDALS 


With. ALICE FAYE, JAMES DUNN, NED SPARKS, 
Lyda Roberti, Cliff Edwards, Arline Judge, Eleanor Powell, 
Benny Rubin, EmmaDunn,GEORGE WHITE. Entire 
production conceived, produced and directed by George 
White. Screen play by Jack Yellen! and Patterson McNutt. 
Based on a story by Sam Hellman and Gladys Lehman. 





















WILL ROGERS ,, 
LIFE BEGINS AT 40 


With Rochelle Hudson, Richard Cromwell, 
George Barbier, Jane Darwell, Slim Sum- 
merville, Sterling Holloway. Produced by 
Sol M. Wurtzel. Directed by George 
Marshall. Suggested by the book by Walter 
B. Pitkin. Screen play by Lamar Trotti. 


























The 
GREAT HOTEL 
MURDER 


with 


EDMUND VICTOR 
LOWE McLAGLEN 


Rosemary Ames, Mary Carlisle, 
Henry O’Neill, C. Henry Gordon. 
Produced by John Stone. Directed 
by Eugene Forde. Screen 
play by Arthur Kober. Story by 
Vincent Starrett. 
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Bandit’s $10,200 at Roxy 





Claimed Biggest B’way Holdup Since That 
Flop Picture Got 30% 


4 


While more than 2,000 customers 
were watching the last showing of 
‘Behold, My Wife’ (Par) Sunday 
night (17), a bandit, single-handed, 
held up the treasurer and two other 
employees of the Roxy theatre, 
N. Y., and made his escape with 
about $10,200 in bills. Approxi- 
mately $5,000 was left untouched. 


The three employees trussed up 
with picture wire were Frank Mul- 
doon, treasurer; Walter Corway, as- 


sistant treasurer, and James Pi- 
sapia, assistant manager. Thief 
reached the office by complaining 


that he had been shortchanged at 
the box office. 

3efore grabbing the coin the ban- 
dit asked how much money. was 
around, He was told ‘around 
$10,000." ‘Somebody gave me a bum 
steer,’ the robber replied 

One of the trio freed his legs and 
got to a telephone after the robber 
had departed. Latter wasn’t caught. 
Money is covered by insurance, 

This is the first big holdup of a 
sroadway house since '29, when the 
Par was rifled. Two years ago an 
attempt was made on the Palace, 
but the alarm went off and chased 
the bandits away. 


MD. COUNTIES READY 
BILLS FOR SUN. FILMS 


Baltimore, Feb. 19. 


Though at present Sunday pic- 
tures in Maryland are shown only 
in Baltimore county, which was 
given Sabbath showings after the 
citizenry voted overwhelmingly for 
them in 1931, bills advocating 
amendments to the state statute 
which forbids Sabbath showings 
throughout the rest of Maryland 
are being readied by several of the 
more thickly populated counties of 
the state. 

However, hopes for Sunday films 
on the Eastern Shore are pretty 
thin. Sparsely populated region, 
with but few theatres, and the resi- 
dents are reported still unrelenting 
in their self-imposed ban. 








Jail Threat for Coast 
Mgrs. in Standee Drive 








Los Angeles, Feb, 19. 

Jail sentences, without alternative 
of a fine or suspension, is threat 
held out by Municipal Judge Irvin 
Taplin if any further violators of 
the standee ordinance in theatres, 
or for overcrowding and blocking 
of theatre aisles, are brought before 
him. 

George FE. Lundberg, assistant 
manager of Loew’s State, pinched 
in the fire department raid of a 
week ago, was fined $50 and given 
a 30-day suspended sentence by 
Judge Taplin. Jurist, in pronounc- 
ing sentence, severely arraigned the 
accused and minced no words as to 
what would happen to future viola- 
tors of the law. 





Frisco Embassy Orphaned 





San Francisco, Feb. 19. 

First house to be dropped by Fox 
West Coast since emerging from its 
bankruptcy bath is the Embassy 
here, which it has been operating 
off and on for the Gore Bros. for 
past two years, 

Circuit took over operation in 
August of 1933, with house dark 
most of the time. Gores have a 
long term lease on the premises, 





Ore. Indies Front 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 19, 

Oregon independent theatres want 
their license fees cut and have ap- 
pointed a committee to negotiate 
with the Portland city council. They 
State they are not going to wait for 
the state legislature to figure out 
some additions. 

William Cutts, executive secre- 
tary of Allied of Oregon; Hal M. 
White, William Graper and I. Geller 
have been named a committee, Seat 
tax and inspection charge will be 


| Unkind 





the targets, 





San Francisco, Feb. 19. 

Herman Kersken, manager, 
and Charlie Thall, booking head 
of Warfield, Frisco Fox West 
Coast house are still burned. 

Pair, inspired to charity, 
loosened two bits apiece to 
panhandler. Panhandler then 
stepped to window of RKO 
Golden Gate theatre and 
bought ticket for Gate’s show. 


Say Anti-Preferred 
Playing Time Bill 
Has Chance in Ohio 


Columbus, Feb. 19. 

Officially known as Bill 88, a 
measure blocking film distributors 
from designating days on which 
certain pictures must be played, 
now before the Ohio legislative 
bodies, is judged to have a good 
chance for passage, according to 
authoritative observers in this capi- 
tal. 

On the docket for Thursday (14), 
the hearing and vete was set ahead 
until today (Tuesday) or tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 

A letter sent to legislators by the 
Ohio Congress of Parents and 
Teachers asked for the bDill’s pas- 
sage on the grounds that pictures 
designated by producers for Satur- 
day-Sunday showings are usually 
of an objectionable nature, and apt 
to offend the sensibilities of chil- 
dren, comprising the bulk of the 
indie theatres’ audiences. State 
solons are taking this letter to 
heart. 

Bill 88 is also endorsed by the 
Ohio Council of Churches. It was 
presented by Senator Edward N. 
Waldvogel, Cincinnati, at the re- 
quest of P. H. Wood, secretary of 
the Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio. 

Recent canvassing of Ohio law- 
makers indicates they are well sat- 
isfied by new tax setup, over old 
10% levy on admissions which was 
repealed last November. Inquiry at 
Ohio tax commission offices showed 
that annual income figures for old 
tax, stated as $775,000 in last week’s 
VARIETY, was incorrect, official figure 
(year ending December, 1934) being 
slightly under $3,000,000. 














$3,500 Error 


Minneapolis, Feb. 19. 

A mistake in drawing up a film 
contract, perhaps by a clerk in the 
office, will cost Warner Brothers- 
Vitagraph here $3,500 in rentals 
plus the cost of ‘special attorney 
fees’ incurred by Hopkins & Nelson, 
Westbrook, Minn., exhibitors, who 
were sued by the exchange. 

Exchange sought damages in he 
amount of $3,500 for alleged viola- 
tion of the copyright laws. It 
charged that Hopkins & Nelson 
held over films for three-day show- 
ings, whereas the contract called 
only for two days. 

Exhibitors asserted that the con- 
tracts were signed in blank and 
that it was understood between the 
parties that the pictures could be 
run three days if business war- 
ranted. Judge R. C. Bell, in Federal 
district court, deciding in the ex- 
hibitors’ favor, ruled that the error 
had been made at the exchange in 
the contract’s preparation. Suit 
was filed in 1933. 


Bill Jacobs Yarn 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

‘March of the Mormons,’ yarn 
based on the life of Brigham Young 
and authored by Bill Jacobs, will 
be produced by Bryan Foy this 
summer, 

Jacobs, onetime Chicago agent, 
was a production exec at the Foy 
studios, 


Gridder Moves — 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Charles Starrett cops the lead op- 
posite Steffi Duna in Metro’s ‘Order, 
Please.’ Jack Conway will direct. 
Starrett, former Dartmouth end, 
was brought out here by Para- 
mount. 











‘TIME’ IN CANADA 


F-P Canadian Takes Series, Elimi- 
nating Loew in Toronto 








Toronto, Feb. 19. 

Famous Players Canadian has se- 
cured Dominion rights to ‘March of 
Time’ releases, Ten prints will cover 
the key houses per issue. 

Loew's Downtown, expected to 
get the Toronto franchise, was over- 
looked, with FP-Can operating 
around 200 theatres across Canada. 
Loew’s operates only two theatres 
in Canada—one in Toronto and the 
other in London. 


ARIZ. SHOWMEN OPPOSE 
PROPOSED TAX BILLS 


Phoenix, Feb. 19. 

Theatres, film distributors and all 
forms of amusements, including 
employees, will be hit by heavy ad- 
ditional taxes in this state if two 
bills, now before the state legisla- 
ture, are enacted into law. First of 
the bills, a Senate measure, provides 
a tax of %% on the gross sales of 
all business ventures within the 
State. 

An Assembly measure, much more 
drastic’in its aims, is labeled a gross 
income tax act. It proposes a levy 
of 2% on gross earnings of all busi- 
ness within the state, and a like tax 
against the earnings of all em- 
ployees, without the customary de- 
ductions. 

Theatre interests are lining up to 
protest both bills, with principal ac- 
tivity directed against the gross in- 
come tax measure. 


Judge Puts Off Contempt 
Order in Sound Suit 


Minneapolis, Feb. 19. 

Quashing a contempt of court or- 
der against Cinema Supplies, Inc., 
manufacturers and distributors of 
Ultraphone sound equipment, and 
Theodore Karatz, its president, 
Judge Nordbye, in federal district 
court here; reserved jurisdiction 
over the matter until final deter- 
mination of the patent infringement 
suit by Western Electric against 
Cinema Supplies. 

Judge Nordbye had found the de- 
fendants guilty of contempt of court 
for wilfully and unlawfully violat- 
ing the court’s order temporarily 
restraining them from making ship- 
ments of amplifiers and loudspeak- 
ers which Western Electric alleges 
infringes on its patents. He was to 
have pronounced sentence, but after 
hearing the plea of Ben Deinard, 
counsel for Cinema Supplies, and 
Karatz, he consented to strike from 
his findings all reference to the al- 
leged violation of his temporary re- 
straining order. 

After final decision in the case, 
Judge Nordbye indicated, he will de- 
cide anew whether Cinema Supplies 
and Karatz were guilty of contempt. 

Hearing on Western Electric’s ap- 
plication for a temporary injunction 
to halt the manufacture and dis- 
tribution of Ultraphone sound 
equipment with the alleged in- 
fringements is scheduled for March 
the 














K-C Subsid Reopening 
And Remodelling a Few 


Greensboro, N. C., Feb. 19. 

With conditions considerably im- 
proved, North Carolina Theatres, 
Inc., major link in the Kincey & 
Wilby chain, at its annual meeting 
Saturday (16) voted to reopen some 
houses and remodel 10 others. Chain 
includes 40 theatres, 

Both R. B. Wilby and H. F. Kin- 
cey attended the annual stockhold- 
ers’ get-together, while Arthur 
Israel, Par attorney from the home 
office, also came down. The North 
Carolina chain is controlled 50% by 
Par, the other 50% being owned by 
Kincey & Wilby, Arthur Lucas and 
eight outsiders, 

No dividend on the stock was de- 
clared. 


Wins $2,000 Award 


; Toronto, Feb. 19. 
Seeking $10,000 for alleged breach 
of contract, following his dismissal 
by Page Theatres (chain), Jack 
Barden was awarded $2,000 and costs 
by the Supreme Court here. 
Plaintiff claimed he was given a 


contract when his father, Solomon; 


Barden, leased his Larita theatre to 
the Page chain. Defendants denied 
wrongful dismissal and claimed in- 
subordination. 


¥ 





Chicago Exchanges Will Answer — 


Astor Suit Individually; Exhibs 
Worry Over 10c-Duals Return 





No Dunking? 





Brooklyn, Feb. 19. 
Crystal, grind house in the 
Boro Hall vicinity, is getting a 
better play from weary pedes- 
trians since it began offering 
‘lunch’ with each 10c admish. 
Grub consists of coffee, crul- 
lers, ete, and two feature 
flickers. 


Coast Exhib Slices 
Roost Tariff, Faces 
Loss of Warners’ Pix 














Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 

Warners-First National has 
served notice on Arnold Schaak, 
operating the Long Beach theatre 
in Long Beach, that it will refuse 
to furnish house with its product 
while reduced balcony price of 15c, 
recently instituted, continues in ef- 
fect. Warners contend they hold a 
contract with the exhibitor calling 
for a 20c minimum admission, and 
insists that he live up to the agree- 
ment. 

Other local distribs have taken 
no penalizing action against the 
Long Beach indie, who recently 
eliminated a 20c minimum and put 
in the 15c gate. 

Metro exchange here is engaged 
in a breach with Fox West Coast 
over circuit’s request that ‘David 
Copperfield’ be permitted to be 
shown in its Wilshire, Beverly Hills, 
seven days after close of first run 
in Los Angeles and Hollywood, al- 
though regular clearance demanded 
by the first runs is 14 days. 

Branch Manager J. J. Milstein of 
Metro is standing pat, with circuit 
execs burning up the wires between 
here and New York in an effort to 
have his stand overruled. 





REPORT BRANDT TAKING 


OVER AUDUBON, N. Y. 


Audubon theatre, uptown New 
York, formerly operated by Skouras 
Brothers, is reported going to 
Harry Brandt. Deal is understood 
on a basis of annual minimum 
rental guaranty of $25,000 against 
1744% of the gross. 

sgrandt operates a score or more 
nabe houses in New York and is 
a'so president of the local indie 
theatre owners’ association, 


Pitt’s Price Juggling 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 

First reverberation from the film 
companies in the Pittsburgh price 
war came last week when the Har- 
ris-Alvin returned to its old scale, 
eliminating the 15¢ early bird mati- 
nee after one week, and the Fulton 
found itself holding the bag on 
‘Little Colonel,’ which had already 
been announced to open Thursday 
(21). 

Understood maior firms claimed 
contracts were abrogated by ddmis- 
sion reductions. Alvin as result 
went back immediately to 25 and 
40c seale and expects to encounter 
no further difficulty from the ex- 
changes. Fulton holds firm to 15- 
20-35 schedule and may lose a num- 
ber of contracted pictures. House 
may take some aciion later, but not 
until Mort Shea returns from vaca- 
tion in Florida. 

Last minute substitution brings 
in ‘Iron Duke’ instead of Temple 
film at the Fulton. Believed here 
that Fox will be the only company 
to offer resistance to Fulton’s low 
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Chicago, Feb. 19 
Legal battle of the Astor theatre 
circuits, major ex- 


sainst local 


changes and the Exhibitors Ass’n. 
has been postponed until Thursday 


or Saturday of this week when the 


eight exchanges and the circuits 
will individually ask the court to 
refuse the Astor’s reques* for an 


injunction and mandamus. 

Astor theatre is suing the ex- 
changes and circuits claiming con- 
spiracy in being shut off without 
service for either 10c pictures or 
double features. Besides the suit 
asking for ihe right to exhibit 
major pictures at 10c, or with 
double features, the Astor is also 
suing the exchanges, circuits and 
individual heads of the circuits here, 
for $100,000 damages. This would 
mean $300,000 damages in reality 
since the court automatically triples 
the amount of damages if awarded 
in such suits. 

There is some possibility that on 
the damages suit the exchanges and 
circuits may act as a body and use 
only one defending legal firm. 

Main item is that cases will be 
individual, Hays organization hav- 
ing decided at a meeting in New 
York last week that each exchange 
handle its own part of the suit. In- 
itial intention of the meeting was 
to handle the Astor cases as a 
single body. Decision to have each 
exchange defend its own case fol- 
lows the apparent Hays feeling that 
a single attorney, representing all 
eight exchanges, might not be well 
in defending a suit which alleges 
conspiracy of these eight exchanges. 

To the Teeth 

Other main angle in the case is 
the evident decision of the ex- 
changes to fight the Astor case in- 
stead of settling out of court. 
Rumors about town last week were 
that the exchanges would not let 
the case go before the judge at all 
but would reach an agreement with 
the theatre out of court. These 





/rumors were dispelled with the ap- 
pearance of various attorneys when 
|the court handed down the post- 
ponement ruling. 

Other suit which has film row 
talking is the case of the Public 
theatre against the eight major ex- 
changes. Public spot is asking for 
product at both 10e and double fea- 
tures. Public tried to tie up with 
the Astor case in a joint plaint but 
the Astor decided to go it alone. 

Excitement regarding the Public 
suit is the steady suream of reports 
that the Public side of the case is 
being sponsored financially by sev- 
eral independent and states rights 
exchanges. Indie exchanges have 
been taking it on the chin in this 
town for the past .wo years since 
double bills were killed off. They 
figure it is costing them a loss of 
$400,000 annually. Indie exchanges 
are hot on the trail for twin bills 
and are’ working on the same angles 





as the Philadel_hia case. 

On the other hand there is not 
a question that the majority of the 
exhibitors, both independent and 
circuit, do not want to return to 
either 10c tickets or double features, 
This territory had a taste of the 
wild bargain spree three years ayo, 
and it almost wrecked the exhibition 
biz for everybody. It was with a 
sigh of relief that the exhibs finally 
got together on a general agreement 
to do away with twin pix and the 
10c ducats. 

Business has been good in town 
for the past six months. It is good 
right now and the exhibitors are 
holding their breath for fear some- 
thing will happen to break the 
trend, afraid that one or two houses 
may kick over the traces and ruin 
it for everybody. 

It is now being discussed whether 
to again call a general meeting of 
exhibitors for another vote on 
whether the territory shall stick 
'to singles and 15c minimum. From 





scale, This house remains the only present indications there seems lit- 
single feature straight picture house | tle doubt that the exhibs would vote 


in town, 


Fier Roosts on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Returning from a swing of 
changes Jack Fier, in charge of 
sales for Mascot, planed in from 
Kansas City Saturday (16). 
He will be located here pe 
nently. 


liae- 


'for the continuation of the present 


' 
setup. 


ex- 


Wharton Returns East 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


John F. Wharton, general counsel 
Pioneer Picturcs, returned to 
| New York by train Friday (15). 
| Hed been here four days discuss- 

2) Raa : 2nd plovrers with Jock 
j\Whi.ncy and Morian C, Cooper, 
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Adolph Sukor presents 


BING CROSBY 
== W.C. FIELDS 


Remember” and a new arrange- 
ment of ‘‘Swanee River”. Seven Seas! 


\YOr 
“MISSISSIPPI” 


| swith QUEENIE SMITH - JOHN MILJAN - GAIL PATRICK 


FRED KOHLER - CLAUDE GILLINGWATER 
From the play by Booth Tarkington - A Paramount Picture - Directed by Edward Sutherland 
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Hear Massa Bing, the Singing 
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ROMANCE! 





SENSATIONAL! | | DANCING INA 


See the Ethi n Quintuplets —Wonder 
mores the World! 
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The Five Cabin Kids—Sun- pee teanet Singers 
of Novelty 
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THE BATTLE OF 
THE CENTURY! “Aba 





Thrill to the Melodic 

















Hero of Dixie who wins Pawar ln 

the most luscious maiden The Notorious Colonel Steele in the Singer, Dancing 

in the Mint Julip belt! Battle of the Century with Dead Shot aene, Se die 
Cap’n Blackie, Unchained Alligator wn 












of the Dismal Swamp! 








Music and Lyrics by Rodgers and Hart 
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House Reviews 








STATE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 14) 


the flare of ciggies. Flares are not 
pright enough and Lewis is left 
singing on a totally dark stage be- 
fore an audience wondering what's 
going on. 

There's but one set, the bandstand 
with a stairway coming down the 
middle to allow the showgirls and 
ballroom team striking entrances. 
Lighting, except in the one instance, 
ig oke, and so’s the costuming. 

Ballroom team is on for two rou- 
tires, both mediocre. Colored boy's 
‘Durante’ is novel only because of 
the color of the imitator, while the 
acro dancer is only fair. So far as 
the Radio Aces are, concerned, they 
should tone down considerably. 

As a stage maestro, Lewis is still 
near the top, though the work of the 
band will probably continue helpless 
in radio. Unit just shades an hour. 

Scho. 


CENTURY, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 15. 

Not a particularly meritorious bill. 
Has one solid sock, Jimmy Savo, in 
next-to-closing, a snappy opener 
and a moderate closing act. The 
second and third turns not so favor- 
able. It looked like the knell was 
just about to toll when Savo skated 
on in the fancied frame with 18 
mins. of panicking pantomime. 

Aside from the few moments of 
Savo's comic chanting, there is no 
singing in rest of bill; sadly lack- 
ing, too. 

Five Deguchis, Nipponese tum- 
bling and risley turn (4 men, maid), 
open. Swell stunts and a fast'starter 
for any bill. Especially well dress- 
ed act. Deuce, Gordon, Reed and 
King. Around before. Another of 
those male hoofing trios who, by 
press of evolutior of entertainment 
requirements imposed by aué@iences, 
attempt to become comedians as 
well as dancers, Happily, perhaps, 
this threesome hasn't tried to be 
knockabouters. What humor they 
do intro is of fairly dignified sort, 
but it just isn’t funny nor particu- 
larly well played. Better when 
trotting the tootsies. Reed toots a 
clarinet briefly, for no apparent rea- 
son, and imitates Ed G, Robinson 
enacting ‘Little Caesar.’ 

Vera Gordon, formerly in pix, 
holds down the trey assignment. Is 
appearing in a sketch, ‘Reunion in 
America.’ Aside from the _ fact 
sketches are rather out of place in 
a large house like the Century, this 
one hasn’t much to recommend it. 
Recounts ‘a sobby story of a mother 
being held up by immigration au- 
thorities until her son comes to 
fetch her; son she sent to the States 
years before. Two men and a girl 
lend Miss Gordon fair support. 

Bartell-Hurst Revue, dance flash, 
shuts show. Nicely dressed turn, 
with pair of good full sets. Maid 
and two men open in formal clothes 
for a stereotyped waltz whirl, then 
curtains close in while a femme 
pianologs; her piece should be dis- 
patched more quickly if possible. 
When she has concludes pianolog- 
ing, ducks into the trench and 
batons pit ork through rest of act. 
Next, a standard femme toe-tapper; 
then the travelers unfurl for the re- 
turn of the opening combo of two 
lads and a lass in a spirited and 
striking adagio in neat riding togs. 

Screen feature is ‘Scarlet Pim- 
pernel’ (UA), besides Metro clips 
and an organlog by Harvey Ham- 
mond. Business fair early Friday 
afternoon, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 16. 

Mess of conflictions ruined the 
possibilities of this show. No book- 
ing excuse for the spotting of three 
acts in a row with tap and buck 
and wing dancing in every one of 
the three acts which made up the 
vaude portion of this bill and then 
more tap dancing in the stage show 
portion of the line-up. What makes 
it harder to take is that the acts 
themselves were all okay and got 
only half of what they could have 
gotten if some variety had been 
woven into the booking arrange- 
ment. It was only by dint of hard 
Work and extra showmanship ex- 
ertions that the acts managed to 
get ocross. 

Again this week there are only 
three acts in the vaude portion be- 
cause of the superimposition of 
name cost to the show, name cur- 
rently being the Henry Busse band, 
Which, with a couple of specialty 
workers, makes up the 33 minutes 
of stage show. 

Busse is carrying 18 men in the 
band, which looks and plays well. 
Play so well, in fact, that they may 
be slightly too modern for this au- 
dience. This audience doesn't go 
for rhythms which are too advanced. 
Orchestra got much better results 
With pop stuff such as ‘June in 
January’ and ‘Fare Thee Well, 
Annabelle’ and probably should 


stick to this type of number while 
playing pop vaude houses. 

Busse personally is known in the 
loop through a season’s engagement 
&@t the Chez Paree here and a steady 





barrage of broadcasting over 
WSBEM and the Columbia web. That 
they know him and like him was 
demonstrated by the reception he 
dr2w. 

Are spotting a couple of vocal- 
ists, one man out of the band and a 
girl, Marion Holmes, who did right 
by a couple of pop tunes. For the 
dancing routine there was Kay Fic- 
ture, whose specialty labored under 
brutal handicaps in following two 
other women on the bill who did 
almost identical routines. 

Opening act was the Allen and 
Kent foursome, a standard dancing 
turn. Two youthful dancers accom- 
panied by ‘ma and pa’ for old-time 
tapping. Entirely pleasing, with- 
out any item to draw any squawks. 
Two young dancers have developed 
in their tap and wing formations, 
their routines getting spontaneous 
applause throughout. 

New angle is being worked by 
Pall Mall by the addition of a ‘twin’ 
to his act. As soon as one finishes 
a bit and walks off for a bow, the 
other comes out for the second rou- 
tine, Audience is not let on to this 
arrangement until the finale. Mall 
does the singing and the kibitzing, 
while the other man contributes the 
dancing. Act is running long be- 
cause of this changing of character, 
seeming to run even longer because 
of the necessity of breaking the turn 
up into five or six pieces in order 
to accomplish the switch. However, 
it’s an idea that manages to redeem 
the running time when the final 
blow-off does arrive. 

Closing the vaude portion come 
the Four Camerons, again in vaude- 
ville and again going across with a 
resounding wallop. Pop Cameron 
hasn’t forgotten anything about 
showmanship or salesmanship and 
delivers an act which was a solid 
click here and figures to bang out 
a winner at any vaude house any- 
where. A melange of gags, cross- 
fire, acrobatics, dancing and hoke 
slapstick that is chockful of solid 
entertainment. Girl is delivering 
some fine tap hoofing, while the 
lanky male stooge has a sock eccen- 
tric number to close on the encore. 
Cameron himself welds the whole 
into a knitted piece of surefire va- 
riety entertainment. 

Picture is ‘Charlie Chan in Lon- 
don’ (Fox). Business excellent at 
the second show Saturday. Gold, 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 16. 


Lot of effort went to waste on 
this show, both on the acts and the 
arrangement. Didn’t build to any- 
thing, though the acts worked hard. 
Everything seemed to cancel out 
and left nothing of any general im- 
pression. Maybe it was because 
business wasn't good at the last 
show on Friday, with the sides 
gaping downstairs and the balcony 
devoid of customers, It was tough 
on any performer. Maybe it was 
the picture, ‘Mystery of Edwin 
Drood’ (U), which seemed dreary 
and lifeless and put everybody in 
the dumps. 

First two acts got along nicely. 
Six DeCardos opened cleanly on 
their standard barrel jumping, for 
a good acrobatic starter. Tim and 
Irene Noblette return to vaude in 
the deuce with a newly acquired 
radio background and so feel they 
have the right to use a microphone, 
even for their crossfire. Besides the 
gagging talk Miss Noblette is once 
more doing her crying bit. Good 
enough vaudeville. 

Concert rather than vaudeville 
was the impression given by James 
Melton, who looks back upon a con- 
cert tour with George Gershwin. 
Melton’s pipes were okay and gave 
the show a certain touch of class. 
Following this single came another 
male single, Stepin Fetchit, return- 
ing to Chicago vaude after a three- 
year absence. Fetchit is doing 
what he can do and what he has 
been identified with, that is, being 
superbly lazy. But being lazy is 
not enough for a vaude act in which 
one person has to hold up 165 
minutes. May be okay in pictures 
for flashes but vaude isn’t the 
same. That high-pitched monotone 
is funny on the screen for occa- 
sional shots, but it becomes an ear- 
ache for 15 minutes, Fetchit re- 
laxes in an easy chair and mono- 
tones more or less audibly about 
nothing in particular and finally 
goes into a short dance routine. 
Just another personal appearance 
cheater, which doesn’t do this show 
any good, 

Closing is the Irene Vermillion 
act. Always different, this turn, so 
different in fact that the name 
Irene Vermillion has not come to 
be identified with anything as far 
as the audience is concerned. 

Act !s still trying for novelty, 
however, and deserves commenda- 
tion for its efforts to do something 
new in the way of flash and revue 
acts. Newness here is composed of 
five girls who play cornets, the Dart 
Ensemble. Girls play well, but it 
seems a lot of wasted effort. Be- 
sides the five girls and Miss Ver- 
million there is a man at the piano. 
Seems that more could have been 
gotten out of a seven-people act. 
Made an okay closing act for this 
line-up, however. Gold. 








Pict 


MET, B’KLYN 


Benny Davis’ ‘Star Dust Revue’ 
takes the place of the usual five-act 
bill here this week as stage com- 
pany for first-run showing of 
‘Shadow of Doubt’ (MG). But for 
the fact that ‘David Copperfield’ 
(MG) was held a fifth week at the 
Capitol, N. Y., this feature might 
have been first-runned there. 

The Davis revue, caught recently 
out-of-town, is the typical Davis 
production around young talent, 
mostly of the singing and dancing 
school. His bunch includes among 
those features two lads who have 
been with him for two years, 
Jimmy Shea and Guy Raymond, the 
rubber-legged comedy dancers who 
shouldn't try doing that song en- 
core in quest of laughs. Another 
top youngster in the lineup is Rollo 
Pickert, whose Will Mahoney rou- 
tine and, later on, the stilt dance, 
indicates high promise. He nearly 
does the whole Mahoney act. 

Others in the contingent are 
Edith Mann, Jimmy Byrnes, Evelyn 
Farney, Jay Jayson, Danny White, 
Bebe Sherman, Bobby Bernard and 
the Winstead Trio. On the finish, 
when Davis asks the audience to 
give applause rating to each of his 
performers, the results are about 
even for all. As usual, with his 
bunch at tables, fronting the band, 
the audience reaction mingles with 
the racket from noise-makers in the 
hands of the Davis people. 

Bebe Sherman’s torch singing and 
Blanche Lewis’ rhythm dancing are 
among outstanding performances, 
Impersonations of radio characters 
are done by Jay Jayson, his best 
being that of Penner. Friday night, 
when doing Ed Wynn, the loud 
speaker was either on too loud or 
Jayson was getting too close to it. 

Bobby Bernard’s singing is very 
impressive for so little and so young 
a lad. The Danny Dare boys and 
girls (16) work a novelty adagio 
toward the finish. On the windup, 
Davis brings on the inevitable, that 
song ‘Margie’ he wrote back in 1921, 
singing it himself and then mentions 
a long list of notables of today who 
got their start with him. 

Business Friday evening very 
poor. Char, 


FOX, B’KLYN 

Advent of Sally Rand’s bubble 
dance has prompted the house to 
tone up its stage offering. Still the 
presentation idea, though that triple 
slice program has been discarded, 
which is just as well. Streamline 
girls are on for several numbers, 
which all have definite form and 
place in the show. At noon there 
was a long line out in front to get 
in, and at 1:30 the SRO sign was 
in evidence. Five shows daily be- 
cause of the fanner’s appearance, 


The bubble dance Is strictly on the 
artistic side now. Dancer appears 
in an archway in blue floods, gid 
proceeds slowly downstage to toss 
her huge balloon into a lot of slow 
motion. Audience on edge when she 
made her first bow, but the extra 
show did away with any encore or 
curtain speeches. 

‘Serenade for a Wealthy Widow,’ 
which the Music Hall used two or 
three weeks ago to good advantage, 
is used here as an opener for the 
line. In top hats and tails, girls 
break and close in modernistic rou- 
tines. Next they spring around the 
stage In a jungle number with be- 
feathered hips. Last, they’re on as 
the buildup for the bubble flash. All 
good. Marjorie Alton takes credit 
for the dance direction. 

Chapman and Baden, dance team, 
keep up the hoofing end with some 
fast work. Make two appearances 
in the presentation, with house sat- 
isfied. Beale Street Boys, with a 
radio rep behind them, not as torrid 
as some of the other colored quar- 
tets around these days. Even take 
a chance on a spiritual for a second 
number. ‘Tiger Rag’ serves as the 
tune for the jungle scene with the 
full company. 

Doyle and Donnelly were well 
liked. Act contains a little of every- 
thing, with a blackout thrown in for 
good measure for a lot of laughs. 
Into the bubble dance, which is 
what has drawn the mob. Arrange- 
ment of spots heightens the number 
while the balloon is kept in tow. 
About 15 minutes for Sally Rand's 
act, that including the opening en- 
semble. 

‘Under Pressure’ (TI'ox) 
screen. Business brisk. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Inaugurating a new type of stage 
show today, Fanchon & Marco pre- 
sented quantity as well as quality, 
with upwards of 65 persons on view 
in a somewhat pretentious Valen- 
tine-week diversion that caught the 


ono the 


fancy of the pay customers. Getting 
away from the stereotyped F&M 
ideas, new stage unit compriscs 


three individual choruses or ensem- 
bles, comprising 40 femms and 16} 
males, plus a fairly good array of | 
individual talent. 

Orchestra is in pit for the week, 
with Rube Wolf, the maestro, mak- 
ing a single appearance on stage for | 
a cornet solo. Opening has the male | 


glee club of 16 voices spotted in} 
front of a heart cutout and war-| 
bling several verses and clioruses of} 
the theme song, ‘June in January,’ 


to good effect. 
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microphone, while Esther Pressman 
does a bit of fancy stepping, after 
which, from the valentine heart, 
issues the 16 members of the corps 
de ballet for a routine with the boys. 

Then the 24 rhythmic dancers, or 
Fanchonettes as they are labeled, in 
a valentine effect garb for a tap and 
arm routine, with special lighting 
effects helping the picture. Number 
well done. 


Working in one, Niles Marsh, 
femme impersonator, wears some 
stunning outfits, but fails to im- 
press much otherwise. He's a bit 


boisterous at times, although good 
for a few laffs. Rube Wolf’s solo 
next, and then Moore and Revel, 
comedy ballroom dancers, in a 
couple of wow numbers. Femme 
member of the duo is a proficient 
comedienne, and draws many guf- 
faws. 

Russell is back for a solo baliad, 
followed by ballet for a difficult toe 
routine, as a prelude to introduction 
of Harriet Hilliard, premiere bal- 
lerina, recently brought on from the 
east. Setting for this spectacle is a 
pretentious one, with an imitation 
pond spotted in a garden setting. 
Miss Hilliard does a series of pirou- 
ettes that reveal her as an expert in 
the art of terpsichore. 

Entire company then into well- 
executed finale. Fanchon draws 
credit for staging, with Carlos Ro- 
mera assisting. 


Screen feature is ‘Wings in the 


Dark’ (Par), with Par News and 
Popeye cartoon to fill. Biz oke at 
opening mat. Edwa., 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Don Zelaya, the rotund pianist, 
told the first day noon audience that 
it was quite a few years since he 
played the Palace. Whether the cus- 
tomers cared that the last previous 
appearance was when the policy 
was two-a-day or not, didn’t matter, 
but he glibly explained that he then 
got away with serious compositions 
which are now out, and he has con- 
formed to the audience tastes of to- 
day. 

Point is that Zelaya is a show- 
man, which explains why he is still 
in vaudeville. Seemed to get away 
with more than in the Palace’s polite 
era and the fairly well-filled house 
giggled plenty. 

Cass, Mack, Owen and Topsy have 
the top line. Looks like a combi- 
nation of a pair of two acts. Girls 
are eccentric acrobats, the men go- 
ing for acrobatic hoofing, and the 
quartette mingling for nut rough 
stuff. Not so easy to get hot at 
noon time, but they did, and copped 
honors, next-to-shut on the five-act 
bill. 

That spotting is not so good for 
the wind-up band turn, ‘Moscow 
Gaieties,’ conducted by the warbling 
Colonel (Kentucky?) Fedor May- 
baum, whose dialect and Cossack 
costume are Russian. Twelve bands- 
men are dolled up a la Russe, but 
the boys and the instruments are 
quite American, with perhaps one 
or two Muscovites present as the 
colonel’s sparring partners. Two 
blondes are on and off with hoof- 
ing. One with a toe tap is okay, 
but the other’s routine is not dis- 
similar to that of the girls in the 
preceding act and so the chubby 
lass doesn’t get across. 

Keystone position is held by the 
Radio Ramblers (Sid Rice, Irving 
Lane and Sammy Vine). The bari- 
tone of the trio has the most pleas- 
ant voice. General routine is that 
of impressions of radio performers. 
Chap doing the comedy stuff, which 
takes in Wynn, Penner, Bernie, and 
so on, seems to be imitating count- 
less other imitators. The Robins 
trio, roller skaters, open, the younger 
couple supplying the flash well 
enough. 

Couple of turns may have survived 
from big time and are content with 
four-a-day, but it is the loquacious 
Zelaya who Is the most remindful. 
Said he had come back from Eng- 
land recently and is going back soon 
again. He still can tickle the 
ivories, using an opening condensed 
Lizst number to good effect. His 
is a diverting 15 minutes. Show, 
including Dave Mordecai’s pit over- 
ture, consumes one hour flat. ‘Wings 
in the Dark’ (Par) the feature film. 

Thee. 


Kid Actors 


(Continued from page 1) 
considerable opposition to the plan, 
but reception and reviews on ‘Car 
99° seem to have prompted an 
about-face. 

Both studios have 
tures on the production 
are made on a small 


several pic- 
list which 
budget and 
will probably 


First at Warners 








TORONTO MAYOR HALTS 
ALL SUNDAY BENEFITS 


Toronto, Feb. 19 


Supporting the petition of the 
projectionists’ union here, Mayor 
Simpson has ordered all Sunday 


performances, including benefits, be 
stopped in this city. 

Complaint of the boothmen was 
that they were called upon to work 
on Sundays without remuneration 
at benefits, while theatre operators 
were alleged getting a percentage, 
or a flat rental, for the house 








Scarlet Fever Bars 
Mil. Kid Attendance 


Milwaukee, Feb. 19. 

Theatres suffered a severe setback 
over the week-end, with the neigh- 
borhoods hardest hit, with barring 
of children under 10 years of age 
by health authorities. 

Due to the spread of scarlet fever 
in the Milwaukee area, authorities 
have issued orders that children 
cannot attend -theatres, churches, 
schools or any gatherings. Penalty 
for admitting children to theatres 
is $100 fine for the management and 
a similar fine for the parents. 





Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Gertrude Purcell given six-month 
extension on writing contract at 
Columbia. 

Columbia handed termer to Bruce 
Manning after buying the screen 
rights to his novel, ‘Party Wire.’ 

Columbia signed Al Rogell to ex- 
clusive directing contract for one 
year. 

James Horne moves over to Roach 
lot on 20-week deal at conclusion 
of his contract at Universal as com- 
edy shorts’ director. 

Warners took a six months’ hitch 
in Wini Shaw’s contract and set her 
im ‘Secret Bride.’ 

Anthony Veiller given a termer by 
Paramount, 

Sam White, shorts director, op- 
tioned for another six months at 

Radio. 











STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Fox has bought ‘Baa Baa Black 
Sheep,’ original by Arthur Horman. 

Paramount has acquired ‘Light- 
ning Strikes Twice’, original by I. 
Tennyson Jesse. It’s for Sylvia 
Sidney. 

Metro has bought ‘House of Tru- 


jillo,” Satevepost serial by Anne 
Cameron. 

‘Far Off Hills,’ play by Lenn x 
Robinson, taken by Metro as next 


assignment for William K. Howard. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Columbia’s ‘Devil Cargo’ will un- 
wind as ‘In Spite of Danger.’ 

Fighting Shadows’ is the release 
moniker of Columbia's ‘Guns of the 
Law.’ 

Norman Krasna’s ‘Small Miracle,’ 
which was bought by Paramount 
and changed to ‘Night Drama,’ is 
now wearing a new tag, ‘Four 
Hours to Kill.’ 


Zukor East 


(Continued from page 4) 


forthcoming season. Some 15 feu- 

tures are to be made for current 

season release from May to Jul: 
Appointment of Henry Herzbrun 


as general manager of the Para- 
mount studio, and Ernst Lubitcch 
as production head, is not an emer- 
gency step; it is permanent. 

Adolph Zukor made this detinite 
statement on his arrival from New 
York. 

The New York organization, said 
Zukor, is 100% behind these new 
appointees, and is not negotiating 
with another studio executive or 
executives. 

Zukor revealed 
neither Herzbrun 


that 
had 


further 


or Lubitsch 


| heen consulted prior to the decision 


to place them in their new 
Paramount, said Zukor, does 


posts 


not 


| go outside for proliction heads, In 
have only minor names in the east. | 


get started shortly with the studio | 


looking over its story supply to get 


one with a collegiate atmosphere. 
Paramount is planning a followup 
to ‘Car 99,’ using practically the 
same cast, which included Dean 
Jagger, Ann Sheridan, Douglas Del- | 





Marina Schubert and Wil- 
in the featured spots 


cambre, 
liam Blakeley 


All are members of the studio's 
junior stock group. Fred MacMur- 
ray, who has the male lead in 
‘Gilded Lily,’ is virtually unknown 


Roy Russell warbles a bit at the to picture audiences. 


L 


Lubitsch, 
} 


iS Mwerets 


appointing Herzbrun and 
he declared, Paramount w 
following its policy of 
from within the ranks. 
motions prevent outside ¢ 
from bringing in their own political 

tup, Zukor. No major 
changes in studio personnel are ex 
pected, 


Zuke 


promotion 
pro- 


xecutives 


Such 


Sald 


Yr was accompanied west bys 


veneral manage) 
ind Rus- 
production 
for the pur- 
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The sign now reads 5th 
WEEK! New all-time 
Capitol record. Hold 
everything—especially 
extra playing time! 
1 
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Inside Stuff —Pictures 





—— 


Major reason for Metro's rushing the next Greta Garbo picture into 
production is because her contract with the company stipulates that 


picture must be completed by May 1. 


If shooting schedule, including 


retakes and added scenes, runs beyond that time, player gets a reported 
overage of $10,000 weekly until she is formally notified she is no longer 
required for further work on the picture. 


Although ‘Anna Karenina,’ which 


goes into production within a week 


under direction of Clarence Brown, has had script ready for several 
weeks, Metro was considering the idea of giving Garbo a modern story 


for a change. 


However, her contract provisions on the $10,000 a week 


overage after May 1 decided to rush ‘Karenina’ through to meet the 
deadline, and go on a hunt for a modern yarn for her following picture. 





Loew theatres and numerous independent circuit houses, within the 
radius reached by New York’s principal radio stations, flashed on their 
screens that Hauptmann was guilty by means of Hearst Metrotone News. 
This came shortly before many of the theatres were about to conclude 


their evening’ performances Wednesday night (13). 


Two 50-foot pieces 


of film were supplied by Metrotone, one a flash on ‘Hauptmann Found 


Guilty’ and the other, ‘Hauptmann Acquitted.’ 


House managers were 


instructed to rush these into the show as soon as they heard news 


of the verdict. 


Many circuit houses made tie-ups with daily papers. 





Understood ‘March of Time’ 


reel makers are considering the rights 


to an old Garbo one-reeler, made in Scandinavia before she came to 
the States, 10 or 12 years ago, with price of purchase placed at $5,000, 


but no deal closed as yet. 


The Garbo short hag been kicking around 


on the coast for some years, with one approach to Metro having been 


made with a view to sale in keeping film off market. 


turned it down, but if ‘March’ reel 


Metro, reputedly, 
should incorporate it in its releases 


it would perforce be shown in all Loew-Metro houses under its blanket 


exhibition contract. 





Film code authority, 


although approving in toto the new zoning- 


clearance schedule to be put into effect in the Los Angeles area in thé 
next couple of weeks, reserves the right to terminate the schedule at any 
time if, after a fair trial of 60 to 90 days, the setup is deemed imprac- 


ticable. 


L. A. z-c board will be a continuing body and will convene from time 
to time to hear individual complaints against the schedule as may 


develop. 





Fox studio had to pay off an additional $600 to 250 extras on ‘Dante’s 


Inferno’ last week because a studio 


cashier didn’t hear the alarm clock. 


Atmosphere people had an 8 p.m, call and worked into the next morning 
when they had to wait around two hours till the payroll man made a 


belated appearance, 


Under code rules for extras, payoff must be within 80 minutes, other- 
wise a one-fourth day check must be forthcoming, 





Some nervousness in New York picture quarters was eased yesterday 
(Tuesday) on settlement of the building service employees’ strike which 
om Monday had tied up elevator and other service in office buildings. 

Situation looked ominous for theatres if taking away janitors, etc. 


Special cops were on duty in film 
disorder. 


buildings to guard against possible 





Probable that Technicolor, or possibly some other color process, will 


be used either in ‘Showboat’ or ‘The Great Ziegfeld’ by Universal. 


Com- 


pany’s attitude on the New York end is that ‘Showboat’ is the logical 


candidate. 





WB 13-WK. NET $16,248, 


IS DOWN FROM 1933 


As compared with the same pe- 
riod in 1933, net operating profit of 
Warner Bros. for the 13 weeks ended 
Nov. 24, 1934, took a dip to $16,- 
248.69 after deduction of all inter- 
est, amortization and depreciation 
charges but before Federal income 
taxes. In 1933 the same period 
brought an operating net of $124,- 
262.86 after similar charges. After 
taking off Federal income taxes that 
year, plus the tax arising from dis- 
count on bonds purchased during 
the period, the operating loss in 
1933 for the 13 weeks, however, was 
$143,751. 

Net profit for the quarter ended 
last Nov. 24, before any deductions, 
was $1,583,889. During the period 
$740,811 was credited direct to deficit 
account, representing profit of $730,- 
143 on the redemption of funded 
indebtedness retired during the pe- 
riod and other items running to 
$10,668. 


Consolidated balance sheet as of 
Nov. 24 last lists assets of $17,030,- 
622, including cash of $3,200,703, and 
eurrent Habilities of $11,909,605. 


Loew Execs in Chi 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 
Several Loew execs have been 
here the past week talking of bulld- 
ing theatres. Those visiting are 
George Swartz, Robert Lynch and 
Nick Lloyd, of Philadelphia, repre- 
senting the Loew-MGM finance de- 
partment and construction end. Also 
L. K. Sidney, representing the the- 
atre operation branch, with Harry 
Moskowitz, in charge of general 

construction, due in town shortly. 


Loew has been talking of build- 
ing in Chicago since the close of the 
film selling season when many ex- 
hibs refused to buy Metro product 
due to percentage and preferred 
playing time demands. Reported 
that Aaron Jones, who has been 
seeking a nabe circuit, is con- 








ferring with Loew on the possibility 
Of tying in, if and whoen. 





WB’s 221G Theatre Suit 


Nashville, Feb. 19 

Warner Bros, is suing for $221,000 
with interest from the Crescent 
Amus, Co. which, it is alleged, was 
paid Crescent under the terms of a 
transfer contract which has since 
been voided. 

Suit is in connection with the sale 
to Warners of certain Nashville 
theatres ind miscel ~neous proper- 
ties of the Crescent company. 

Theatres involved are the Prin- 
cess, Knickerbocker, Belmont, Elite 
No. 1, No. 3, the Woodland, and the 
Fifth Ave. 


Dept. Store Worry 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

May Company, department store, 
is handing downtown picture ex- 
hibitors another jolt by giving a 
free screening of ‘Story of a Coun- 
try Doctor,’ full length feature, three 
times daily for first four days of 
this week. 

Store taking heavy space in local 
papers announcing its free enter- 
tainment. 














Neb. Concentrating on 
10% Slap for Rentals 


Lincoln, b. 19. 
Other theatre measures. will 
probably be sidestepped in the 


Nebraska legislature while hearings 
are on for the proposed bill, by 
Representative Obbink, to tax all 
film rentals 10%. Bill says an ac- 
count sheet must be kept by the 
exchanges and payment brought to 
date the first day of each month. 

This is the only bill being con- 
sidered which hits at the distri- 
butors. 





Daigler Quits 
Seattle, Feb. 19. 
H. E. Daigler resigned as assist- 
ant to John Hamrick, with Joe 
Rosenfield, publicity director of the 
Hamrick houses, following suit. 
Eddie Rivers succeeds Rosenfield, 





handling the Seattle, Tacoma and 
Portland houses from here 





RCA’s Quarterly 


Quarterly dividend of 87% cents 
was declared Friday (15) on RCA 
‘A’ preferred, payable April 1, to 
holders of record of stock as of 
March 1 this year. This is the first 
regular quarterly ‘A’ preferred di- 
vidend voted since company decided 
to pay up all arrears in dividends 
on this stock. Regular quarterly di- 
vidend as voted is 1% percent. It 
applies to all outstanding shares of 
‘A’ preferred, including shares of 
‘A’ as represented by outstanding 
unexchanged certificates of original 
preferred stock. Ten of these un- 
exchanged shares are equal to one 
share of ‘A’ preferred. 


Pathe's Reorg. 
Portends Active 
Wall St. Market 


os 








With less than 600,000 shares of 
new Pathe stock available for ‘trad 


ing on the New York stock exchange. 
when Pathe’s plan of reorganization 
is approved at the March 4 meeting, 


traders in Wall street are looking 
forward to an active market in this 
issue. 5 

" Smooth or. 1 
Pathe reorg plan when it comes up 


for vote, judging from the number. 


of proxies already received at the 
company office, 
a two-thirds vote of all classes of 
stockholders, present or represented 
by proxy. The meeting was author- 
ized as an extraordinary one, pur- 
suant to Section 52 of the stock cor- 
poration laws of the state of New 
York. 

The proposed reorganization. is 
supposed to cancel all back divi- 
dends in arrears. 

Pathe is not producing or distrib- 
uting pictures. Principal income 
from the company now comes from 
Dupont Film Mfg. Corp. in which it 
holds a 49% interest; other 51% 1s 
held by the B. I. Dupont Corp. The 
remainder of Pathe’s income re- 
sults from the printing of its news- 
reel which is distributed by RKO- 
Radio. 





EASTMAN’S BUCK TILT 

Reflecting its increased earnings, 
directors of Eastman Kodak last 
Wednesday (18) raised the dividend 
on the common stock to $1.25, plac- 
ing it on an annual $5 dividend ba- 
sis. This represents a tilt of $1, 
since the old annual rate was $4 per 
common share. 

The dividend is payable April 1 to 
stock of record on March 5. 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Museum Theatre Co., Inc.; theatricals 
and pictures; capital stock, 100 shares, 
no par value, Lucille Ursitt!, 3620 Pauld- 
ing avenue, Bronx; Julius Schnapper, 
1673 West Second street, Brooklyn; and 
Bertha Silverman, 901 Washington, ave- 
nue, Bronx. 

Acropolis Music Co., Inc.; musical in- 
struments, ete.; capital stock, 200 shares, 
no par value. Theo. A. Bardy, Hyman 
Roffe and Peter Kamvis, all of 11 West 
42d street, New York. 





Radio & Film Methods Corp.; com- 
mercial radio broadcasting; captial stock, 
200 shares, no par value. Jack Kane, 
Evelyn Cohen and Edith Cohen, all of 
101 Park avenue, New York. 

w. G., Inc.3 pictures, vaudeville, 
etc.; capital stock, $20,000. Herbert H. 


Hoffman, Elizabeth A. Mayer and Thom- 
as D. Powell, 84, all of 170 Franklin 
street, Buffalo. 

Mayfair Studio, Inc.; moving picture 
studio, etc.; capital stock, 20 shares, no 
par value. Leo Bernstein, Helen Robin- 
son and Bernard Liebman, all of 1494 
Broadway, New York. 

Surrender of Authority 

Photon Publishing Co.; filed by 
Dawes, Abbott, Littiefiel4, 1 Wall street, 


New York. 
OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma City. 
Oklahoma Colm Machine A Jon; 
capital, none. Incorporators: S& sz. 
Kettering, P. L. Clay and James F. 
Boyle, all of Oklahoma City. 

Welfare Association of Okla- 
homa, Nowata, Okla; no capital stock. 
Incorporators: W. H. Downing, William 
R. Dawson and C. E. Long, all of 


Nowata. 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
Akerns Camera Co.; capital, $25,000; 
subscribed, $88. Directors: Augustin 
Rodgers, Irving W. Akers, Elsie Akers. 


Judgments 


(First name is that of the debtor; 
judgment taker and amount follows.) 

Frankwyn Production, Inc.; Artcraft 
Lithograph & Printing Co., Inc.; $1,969. 

Roy don and Robert Goodhue; 
Actors Equity Association; $57 

Exhibitors Screen Srevice; State 
Commission; $109. 

Classic Pictures, Ina; J. 0. Boyle; $81. 


Tax 


sailing ‘looms tor this. 


Plan must pags by 





Stock 


Market 
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It was a quarter of a point ahead 
at the finish. There were more 
transactions in this stock Monday 
than throughout the preceding 
week, 

Technicolor, which had run up to 
a new peak last week, repeated its 
performance the first of this week. 
Stock climbed to 17%, but sold 
down to 16% at the close. Here it 
was ahead 3% points on the week. 
Trans-Lux also edged to a new top 
at 3%. It was up fractionally at 
the finish. 

Both General Electric and West- 
inghouse hung up new highs for the 
current move, the former hitting 
25%, the best figure for 1934-’35. 
General Electric showed a gain of 
1% at the closing price of 25%. 
High for Westinghouse was 41. 
Close was at 40%, for an advance 
of 2% points. The preferred issue 
of this company also went up 1% 
points to 93. 

American Seating Spurts 

After suffering a sell-off in early 
tfiading, American Seating company 
stock spurted to 5% after the favor- 


j.able ‘earnings statement was issued 


Monday (18). It was fractionally 
ahead at the closing quotation of 
5%. <The company showed a net 
profit of $134,075 for the year ended 
Dec... 31, 1934, after taxes and 
charges. This is equivalent to 66 
cents per share on 202,875 no-par 
shares outstanding. This compares 
with a net loss of $174,007 reported 
for 1933. 

-- Consolidated Film preferred went 


‘up to a new 1934-35 high at 22% 


‘in. anticipation of some dividend 
action during the week. When the 
directors voted to postpone such 
action until March the stock slipped 
back to 19 before meeting support. 
It closed at 20, where it showed a 
loss of nearly a point. The com- 
mon closed at 6%, unchanged on 
the week. 

Although bonds in the amuse- 
ment section were not materially 
affected by the gold-clause ruling, 
the Paramount liens again were 
outstanding and ran up to new 
highs. Paramount-Famous-Lasky 
6s made a new peak at 70%, closing 
at 69%, up three-quarters. Certifi- 
cates of the same established its 
new top at 70%. Its close and net 
advance were the same as the 
bonds. ' Paramount-Broadway 5%s 
gained 1% points at 49%, the high 
1934-’35 figure. 

Paramount-Publix 5%s also ran 
up into new virgin territory by 
striking to 70% during last Mon- 
day’s trading. Liens finished at 
70%, a gain of 1% points. Certifi- 
cates of the same made a new top 
at 70%, but closed at 69%. At this 
point they were ahead 1% points on 
the week. 

Keith 6s felt the stock strength 
and got up to 70, for a gain of a 
point. Pathe 7s also were strong, 
at one time being only a fraction 
away from the year’s high of 103. 
The bonds wound up at 102%, up 
half a point. Warner Brothers 6s 
were lukewarm most of the time. 
The low was 54%. High figure was 


55%, with the close at 55%, for a 


fractional loss. 

Eastman Kodak directors raised 
the common dividend 25 cents per 
share quarterly, placing it on an 
annual basis of $5 a share. This 
action was reflected both before and 
after the hike. Company directors 
also declared the usual quarterly of 
$1.50 on the preferred, payable on 
April 1 to stock on record March 5. 

Earnings statement from Warner 
Brothers did not materially affect 
éither the common or preferred is- 
sues. This 13-week statement end- 
ing November 24, 1934, showed a 
net loss of $143,751 and compared 
with a net profit of $124,252 for the 
same period in 1933. However, the 
1938 statement excluded federal 
taxes, while that for 1934 failed to 
reveal such deductions. 


Meehan’s Position 

Reports to the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission and to the N. Y. 
stock exchange for January showed 
that M. J. Meehan held 26,800 shares 
of Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corpora- 
tion 7 percent preferred when he 
became a director on Jan. 24. It 
also revealed that he bought 500 
shares of this preferred on Jan, 3. 

Additional reports to the SEC 
also showed that the Setay Com- 
pany, Inc., sold 4,200 shares of Con- 
solidated Film preferred during 
January. It also disclosed that this 
company held 11,498 shares: of pre- 
ferred and 155,673 shares of com- 
mon of the Consolidated Film In- 
dustries, Inc., in the same month. 

Business failures again were re- 
ported lower for the first week of 
February compared with last year, 
with 1933 and the preceding week. 

With big stock exchange leaders 
booming ahead Monday, it was only 
natural for Loew's common to take 
its place as one of the real trading 
favorites. Loew stock went up 
nearly three points within about 25 
minutes after the supreme court de- 
cision was made public. Radio B 
practically duplicated the feat. 

Rails, smelting and other stocks 
with inflationary backgrounds were 
pushed ahead most vigorously dur- 
ing Monday’s trading. Principal 
grain markets closed shortly after 
the court ruling was known, but 
even in the few minutes they were 
open, corn and wheat soared. 

While there undoubtedly will be 
further profit-taking, the elimina- 
tion of uncertainty over the gold- 
clause ruling now places the entire 
market in an excellent position to go 
ahead. Many traders look for a re- 
sumption of activity in considerable 
volume. It will be recalled that the 
worry over the court’s ruling halted 
what appeared to be a healthy ad- 
vance about the middle of January. 
Consequently, it would not be sur- 
prising to see many issues make up 
lost time and start reflecting the 
normal trend of industry. 

Num rous encouraging industrial 
items and favorable reports in re- 
cent weeks have been ignored or 
passed over without the customary 
vigor. It is partially bec:.use of this 
that the smarter traders are expect- 





ing still higher prices. 


Summary for Week Ending Monday, February 18: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


. 








7— 1934-’35—7. Net 
High, Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High Low Last. chg 
7 hy 2, AMOTICER BORE. crccccccceccccece 5s 4% 5% + % 
41 21% 7,000 Col. P. vtec. (1)P.ccccccccccccere 41 37% 40 +24 
7% 1% 6.700 Consol. Film.......ccscceccecess 6% 6% 6'4 
22% 10% 14,500 Consol. Film pfd. (4)t..csceeee++ §22% 19 20 — % 
123 79 23,000 Eastman Kodak ) 2b %ee coos $123 115% 123 +8\ 
147 120 280 DO, DEG ccccccocsvcccses ecocecs Bae 145 147 1 
17 S% 8,700 Fox Class A...-seseees eaeeoceee EF 9 11 co 
25 186% 117,000 Gen. Eiec. (60c) 23% 25 +15 
37 20% SR.GGO TAOW EC)ncccvccccscoccccees 325% 351 +2% 
105 2 700 Do. pfd. (6%) ° ° 104 . 104 : —% 
7% 2% 800 Madison Square Garden...... oS 6% 6% —% 
5% 1% 22,500 Paramount ctfs......... coccccee 3% 3% = ++ % 
4% % 4,300 Pathe Exchange..........+ a _, 1% 
24% 10% 1,500 Pathe Class A.......++- socccecss Sam 14% 16% + 1% 
93 4% 49,100 Radio Corp.........s- soaeecusee. Gn 5 5% vv 
621 23% 5,000 Radio pfd. A (O%)}-....cccc00- 62% 60. 62% +1% 
46 15 27,800 Radio pfd. B ee 4514 40% 4 +3% 
4% 1% 7.000 REO cwcccccccccce 2 1% 2. + fe 
8% 2% 7,300 Warner Bros. 4 3% 3% + % 
31% 15 230 Do. pfd.....+. 21 20 20 = 
47% 27% 87,000 Westinghouse .......-.seeceeces 41 37% 40% +2% 
99 82 BH BR, BIG, AB). cc ccsdccsccccces 93 91% 93 +1% 


* Plus stock extras. 
terly dividend of 87'¢c. 


¢ Paid this year on account of 
§ New 1934-'35 high. 


accumulations, {Plus quar- 


CURB 
17% 1% OR: NO0 Dhebadelae <6 icsesivcsiavicevass 17% 12% 16% +3% 
3% 1% 6,600 Translux (100)¢ ..ccceccccccece « 3% 3% + % 
BONDS 
13 Oh 46 B1E,OOO Gen, Thee. We. OO, iciccccescss 8 74 7 — % 
74% 5! oF: eS 3a 70 68% 70 +1 
105% a5 ee i ecce cacasvacbaves 105 104 104% 
49% 30 13,000 Par-Broadway 54s, °51....eeeee. 44 49 49% 1% 
70% 29% 100,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6s, ’47......... *70% 69 695 4 
70% 28% 72,000 BP, Cis cn sececectacesteconss *701, G4 OO % 
70% 29% 190,000 ParePub, Si40, 50... .ccccccccces *70% 69 74 11g 
TO% 29 192,000 BAG, Gee cc cccvccevectvecccese *70% 68 69% 1% 
103 85 Oe BD TE Wee cccccevcessscensse 102% 102 W2h + 12 
67 40% 84,000 Warner Bros. 6s, '39.........+. 55% 54%, 05% % 
‘ 
PRODUCE EXCHANGE, N. Y. 
1,100 Par-Pub. ‘ 4 J 
OVER THE COUNTER, N. Y. 

Btd. Asked. 

PAM | ee Col. Bdcast. A....ce coccsececece e ee oe 

444% 40% ween Cok PK. BEA. + cnc0s60400000004 ‘ ; 
104% a )=—S—i(‘(ié«é OD Pathe BE. Pld. ccvvcccsevsovecere ° ee 


* New 1034-'35 high. ft Paid this year. 
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CALE 


Autumn Crocus (British). 





Office: 
Harold Auten °"fSi, away, v. v. c. 


Charming film from Anthony play, with femme 


appeal. Dir. Basil Dean. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 6. 
Biaue von Himmel, Dos (Ger). Musical romance. Martha Eggert. Dir. 
Victor Jarson. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 


End of the World (‘Fin du Monde’ (Fr). Scientific dream based on Flammarion 


novel. Dir. Abel Gance. 65 mins. Hel. Apri! 15. 
@s war Einmal Ein Walzer (German). Musical romance with Lehar music. | 
Martha Eggerth. Dir. Victor Jansen. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 


Loyalties (British). Drama from the Galsworthy play. Dir. Basi] Dean. 170 | 


mins, Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 30. 
Offices: 1840 Broadway, 


Chesterfield New York, N.Y. 


Old actress impersonates aunt of a wealthy family .o 
make old age secure. Proves a good genius. Henrietta Crosman. Dir. 
Chas. Lamont. 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Fugitive Road. An Austrian-Italian border story. Eric von Stroheim, Wera 
ge Leslie Fenton. Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 

ov. 20. 

Ghost Walks, The. A mystery comedy. 
Frank Strayer. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 

One In a Million. Department store background for a love story. Chas. Star- 
rett, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. Frank Strayer. 62 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Port of Lost Dreams. Tragedy along the waterfront and on the tuna fisheries. 
Wm. Boyd, Lola Lane. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Shot In the Dark. A college mystery. Charles Starrett, Robert Warwick, 
Marion Shilling. Dir. Charles Lamont. Rel. Feb. 15. 

Sons of Steel. A new deal drama of fathers and sons. Charles Starrett, Wm. 
Bakewell, Polly Ann Young. Dir. Charles Lamont. 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Symphony of Living. A drama of sacrifice against a background of symphonic 
music. Al Shean, Evelyn Brent, Charles Judels. Dir, Frank Strayer. 
68 mins. Rel. Jan, 15. 

World Accusers, The. A woman's fight against the world alone. Vivian Tobin, 
Russell Hopton, Dickie Moore. Dir, Charles Lamont. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 


Offices, 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 
John Mack 
61 mins. Rel. 


Curtain Falls, The. 


cont, John Miljan, June Collyer. Dir. 


Studio: Gower at Sunset, ° 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia 


Against the Law. Gangster mixup with an ambulance crew. 
Brown, Sally Blane, Arthur Hohl. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 


Oct. 25. Rev. Dec. 18. 
Behind the Evidence. Newspaper man smokes out a master mipd, Norman 
Foster, Donald Cook, Sheila Mannors. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 70 mins. 


Rel. Jan. 20. Rev. Feb. 5. 

Best Mar Wins, The. Edmund Lowe, Jack Holt in a familiar outline. 
qnee Rice as the girl. Dir. Earle Kenton. 75 mins. Rel. Jan, 6. 
an. 8. 

Broadway Bill. 
Myrna Loy, Warner Baxter. 
8. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Captain Hates the Sea, The. Riotous nautical comedy of a mixed passenger 
list. Victor McLaglen, Wynne Gibson, Alison Skipworth, John Gilbert. 
Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel, Oct. 22. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Call to Arms. Willard Mack, Sheila Mannors, Esther Ralston. Dir. Willard 
Mack. Rel. Jan. 12. 

Carnival. Carnival story of a man’s search for a mother for his child. Lee 
Tracy, Sally Eilers, Jimmy Durante. Dir. Walter Lang. Rel. Feb. 10. 

Fugitive Lady. Innocent girl, sentenced to prison, finds a haven and love. 
Neil Hamilton, Florence Rice. Dir, Al. Rogell. 66 mins, Rel. Oct. 25. 
Rev. Dec. 11. 

Girl In Danger. ‘Inspector Trent’ story of a lost emerald. Ralph Bellamy, 


Flor- 
Rev. 


Race track story based on one of Mark Hellinger’s yarns. 
Dir. Frank Capra, 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 


Shirley Grey. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 61 mins. Rel. Aug. 29. Rev. 
Nov. 6. 

Wil Fix It. Political fixer discovers he can’t fix love. Jack Holt, Mona Barrie, 
Winnie Lightner. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. 
Nov. 20. 

lousy. Jealous prize fighter has a vivid dream while taking the count. 
oe i > Dir. Roy W. Neill. 66 mins. Rei. 


Nancy Carroll, George Murphy. 
Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 27. 
Lady by Cholce. Fan dancer adopts a mother, who brings her happiness. 
Carole Lombard, May Robson, Roger Pryor. Dir. David Burton, 77 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 20. 
Law Beyond the Range. Tim McCoy Western. Ford 
Beebe. Rel. Feb. 156. a 
Lady Is Willing. Investment victim kidnap banker’s wife. She falls in love 
2 with her annter. Leslie Howard, Binnie Barnes. Dir. Gilbert Miller. 


Rel. July 30. Rev. Aug. 14. 

Men of the Night. Romance of a detective. 
Henry Freulich. 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 28. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Milis of the Gods. Industrial story of the depression. May Robson, Fay Wray, 
Victor Jory. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 22. 

Name the Woman. Politics and a girl reporter. Arline Judge, Richard Crom- 
well, Dir. Al Rogell. 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Dec. 4 

Lets Live Tonight. Tulllo Carminati, Lillian Harvey, Tala Birel. 
Schirtzinger. 

One Night of Love. 
maniti, Lyle Talbot. 
Rev. Sept. 11. 


Prescott Kid, The. 
5 


Billie Seward. Dir. 


66 mins. 


Bruce Cabot, Judith Allen. Dir. 


Dir, Victor 


Grace Moore, Tulin Car- 


a ra star. 
Romance of an ope mins. Rel. Sept. 


Dir. Victor Schnitzinger. 84 


McCoy western. Sheila Mannors. Dir. David Selman. 


6 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 
Square Shooter. Tim McCoy, Jacqueline Wells in a Western. Dir. David 
Selman. 57 mins. Rel. Jan, 21. eee eal 
That’ . rical man gets no thanks in farcical romp. Fran 
re Seen ee tae. Dir. Frank Craven. 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. 
Rev. Nov. 6. 
Westerner, The. Tim McCoy, Marion Shilling. Dir. David Selman, 67 mins. 


Rel. Dec. 10. : 

White Lies. Rich society girl falls for the big, brave cop. Walter Conolly, 
Fay Wray, Victor Jory. Dir. Leo Bulgakov. 63 mins. Rel. Nov. 27. 
Rev. Jan. 1 


Robinson in a dual role as a killer and a pacifist 
G. Robinson, Jean Arthur. Dir. John Ford. Rel. 


DuWorld 


Melodrama and animals. 


Whole Town's Taiking, The. 
who resembles him, Edw. 
Feb. 18. 
Office: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N, Y. 


Beast of Borneo. John Preston, Mary Stuart. 70 


mins. Rel. July 15. a = 
Biue Light. (Austrian and Italian.) Mountain romance among Italian Dolo- 
mailtes. Directed and starring Leni Riefenstahl. Rel. Sept. 15. 
Bride of Samoa. South Sea featurette. Dir. Phil. Brown. 30 mins. Rel. 
March 1, 


@rainquebille (Fr). Drama from Anatole France yarn. Dir. Jasqude de Baron- 


celli. 80 mins. Rel Dec. 1. 

@iri in the Case. Comedy in the Continental manner, Jimmy Savo, Eddle 
Lambert, Dorothy Darling. Dir. Eugene Frenke. 60 mins, Rel. Oct, 1. 

Hollywood, City of Dreams (Sp). Jose Bohr. Spantard’s impression of 
cinematown. 68 mins. Rel. March 80. 

Kocha, Lubi, Szanuje (Polish). Young love in Poland, with musio, Dir. 
Michal Wyzynski. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 1 

W’Agonie des Algles (Fr). Pre-Napoleonic drama. Dir. Roger Richebe. 70 
mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

Man Who Changed His Name (British). An old Edgar Wallace yarn re- 
vived. Dir. Henry Edwards. 75 mins, Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 
Norah O’Neale (British). Irish yarn. Dir, Desmond Hurst. 70 mins. Rel. 

Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 30. 
Romance !n Budapest (Hung). 
April 15. Rev. May 15. 
Tell Tale Heart (British). 
60 mins, Rel. June 15. 


Franciska Gaal. Musical 70 mins. Rel. 


Edgar Allan Poe thriller. Dir. Desmond Hurst. 


Rev. June 19. 
M4 a Offices: R.W.O. Bidg. 
First Division DS ete y, 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 


Surtain Falls. One-time famous actress uses her talents in an entirely novel 
role; and stages one final glorious comeback. Henrietta Crosman, 
Dorothy Lee, Wm. Bakewell. Dir. Charles Lamont, 68 mins. 

Giri of the Limberlost. The famous Gene Stratton Porter classic, Marian 
Marsh, Ralph Morgan, Louise Dresser, Eddie Nugent. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 

Girl of My Dreams. College life and college romance. Mary Carlisle, Eddie 
Nugent, Creighton Chaney, Arthur Lake, Stering Holloway, Gigi Parrish. 
Dir. Ray McCarey. Rel. Nov. 17. 

Happy Landing. Story of the U. 8. aly border patrol, Ray Walker, Jacque- 
line Wells. 63 mins. Rel, Sept. 


| release. 





These tabulations are compiled 
information supplied by the 
various production companies and 


| checked up as soon as possible after 


Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference, 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 


‘oom showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort Is made to hold 
this fist accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of accuracy, ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 


Placements 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


wn” Enright, directing ‘Alibi Ike,’ 
TB. 

Dick Powell, 
liers,’ WB. 

Lloyd Bacon, directing ‘Broadway 
CGondoliers,’ WB. 

Fred Parker, Gene Morgan, Stan- 
ley Taylor, ‘Hot News,’ Col. 

Walter Brenon, Grace Hale, Joe 
Narbeau, Dorothy Bay, Emerson 
Tracy, Top Kenton, Si Jenks, ‘Party 
Wire,’ Col. 

John Rogers, Sam Flint, Charles 
Morris, ‘People Will Talk,’ Par. 

Dorothea Welbert, Harold Ent- 
whistle, ‘Paris in Spring,’ Par. 

Robert Adair, ‘The Crusades,’ 
Par. 

Jean Howard, Susan Fleming, 
Gino Corrado, ‘Break of Hearts,’ 
Radio, 

Mona Barrie, Gilbert Roland, Nick 
Foran, Herbert Mundin, Hardie Al- 
bright, ‘Secret Lives,’ Fox. 

Lucky Humberstone, directing 
‘Secret Lives,’ Fox. 

John Boles, Alice Faye, ‘Redheads 
on Parade,’ Fox. 

Anthony Veiller, screen play, 
‘Star of Midnight,’ Radio. 

David Worth, Charles Martin, 
Akim Tamiroff, Jerry Miley, Fred 
Kohler, Jr., ‘Paris in Spring,’ Par. 

Ann Sheridan, Joseph Swickard, 
Albert Prisco, Doris Lloyd, Winter 
Hall Emma Dunn. John Pecori, 
Theodore Lorch, Jean Fenwick, ‘The 
Crusades,’ Par, 

Philip Dunne, Finley Peter Dunne, 
Jr., screen play, ‘Magnificent Obses- 
sion,’ U. 

Adele Buffington, adaptation, 
‘Keeper of the Bees,’ Mono. - 

J. M. Kerrigan, Walter James, 
Una O'Connor, ‘The Informer,’ 
Radlo. 

John Davidson, ‘Behind the Green 
Lights,’ Mascot. 

Sam Flint, ‘Four Hours to Kill,’ 
Par. 

Maurice Hanline, adaptation, 
‘Magnificent Obsession,’ U. 

Wade Boteler, John Hyams, ‘Vil- 
lage Tale,’ Radio. 

Eddie Buzzell, directing ‘Fifi and 
the Five Bad Boys,’ Col. 

Gene Markey, screen play, ‘Fifi 
and the Five Bad Boys,’ Col. 

Lee Phelps, Sam Flint, Louls Na- 
theaux, ‘Vagabond Lady,’ Roach. 

Sig Herzig, screen play, ‘Papa’s 
in the Cradle,’ Radio. 

Jean Arthur, Victor Jory, ‘Party 
Wire,’ Col. 








‘Broadway Gondo- 


Erle Kenton, directing ‘Party 
Wire,’ Col. 
Doris Lloyd, ‘Thunder in the 


Streets,’ Darmour. 

Geoffrey Hale, ‘Ten Dollar Raltse,’ 
Fox. 

Philip Klein, Robert Yost, screen 
play, ‘Work of Art,’ Fox. 

E. H. Griffith, directing ‘No More 
Ladies,’ Metro, 

Leon Gordon, screen play, ‘Three 
Wise Fools,’ Metro. 

Charles Logue, dialoguing ‘Hoos- 
fer Schoolmaster,’ Mono. 

Conrad Nagel, ‘Order, Please,’ Me- 
tro. 

Nick Foran, Herbert Mundin, 
‘Secret Lives,’ Fox. 

Jess Devorska, ‘Call of the Wild,’ 
20th Cent. 

Maude Eburne, ‘Party Wire,’ Col. 

Kar] Brown, Louls Mosher, screen 
play, ‘Tarzan Returns,’ Metro. 
Jack Kirkland, writing original 
for Chevallier, Metro. 
James Horne, directing 
and Hardy in India,’ Roach. 
Frank Strayer, directing, 


"Laurel 


Lols 





(Continued on page 33) 


NDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 
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Jane Eyre. Screen adaptation of the Charlotte Bronte classic. Colin Clive, 
Virginia Bruce, Aileen Pringle. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Oct. 1. 

King Kelly. Dance director and his girl dancing troupe swap contracts on 
way to Paris, and bring prosperity to a mythical Belgravian kingdom 
via crooning, dance routines, etc. Romantic comedy with music. Guy 
Robertson, Irene Ware. Dir. Leonard Fields. Rel. Nov. 15. 

One in a Million. Romance of a department store employee and the boss 


son. Dorothy. Wilson, Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. 


Nov. 15. 
Port of Lost Dreams. 


Charles Starrett. 


A gun moll’s past catches up with her after she has 


reformed and is happily married to a sea-faring man. Lola Lane, Bill 
(screen) Boyd, George Marion, Edward Gargan. 

Redhead. Romance of a disowned playboy son and an artist’s model with a 
past. Bruce Cabot, Grace Bradley, Burton Churchill, Regis Toomney. 
Dir. Melville Brown. Rel. Nov. 30. 

Studios: Burbank : : Dffices: 321 W. 44th Bt. 

Calif. First National New York. N. Y. 

Baboona. Jungle film made by the Martin Johnson's, partly from an airplane. 
73 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 29. 

Babbitt. Upton Sinclair's ‘Main Street... Guy Kibbee, Aline McMahon. Dir. 
Wm. Keighley. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 8. Rev. Dec. 18. 

British Agent. Adapted from the novel about international spies. Leslie 
Howard, Kay Francis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 75 mins. Rel Sept. 15. 


Rev. Sept. 25. 

Flirtation Walk. West Point story. Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Frank Borzage. 95 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Gentlemen Are Sorn. Four college boys battle the world. 
Jean Muir, Ann Dvorak, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. 
75 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Nov. 27. 

Happiness Ahead. Window washer wins success. Dick Powell, Josephine 
Hutchinson. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rey. Oct. 16, 

' Sell Anything. Comedy in a fake auction room. Pat O’Brien, Ann Dvorak, 
Claire Dodd, Roscoe Karns. Dir. Robt. Florey. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. 
Rev. Jan. 1, 

Lost Lady, A. Willa Cather’s story. 
Ricardo Cortez. Dir. Ail. E. Green. 61 mins. 

Maybe It’s Love. Gloria Stuart, Ross Alexander. 
Rel. Jan. 12. Rev. Feb. 12. 

Murder In the Clouds. Lyle Talbot. Ann Dvorak. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 61 
mins. Rel. Dec, 15. Rev. Jan. 1. 

wereh Snare, Barbara Stanwyck, Gene Raymond. Dir. Robert Florey. Rel. 

eb. e 


Franchot Tone, 
Alfred E. Green. 


Barbara Stanwyck, Frank Morgan, 
Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Oct. 9 


Dir. Wm, McGinn. 62 mins. 


Red Hot Fires. Lyle Talbot, Mary Astor. Dir. D. Ross Lederman. Rel. Feb. 2. 


Six Day Bike Rider. ‘Thrills and spills in a bike race. Joe E. Brown. Dir. 
Lioyd Bacon. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 6. 


Studio: Fox Hilis, Fo Offices: 444 West 66th St. 
Hollywood, Cal. x New York, NY, 
Jungle film made by Martin Johnsons, partly from an airplane. 73 
Rel, Jan. Rev. Jan. 29. 

The Fox child star comes through again. Shirley Temple, 
Bachelor of Arts. From John Erskine’s recent novel. Tom Brown, Henry 
Walthall, Anita Louise. Dir. Louis King. 74 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. 
Bright Eyes. The story of two little girls. Shirley Temple, Jane Darwell, 
James Dunn, Judith Allen. Dir. David Butler. 83 mins. Rel. Dec. 28. 

Rev. Dec, 25. 

Caravan. Romantic story based on ‘Gypsy Melody.’ 
Young, Jean Parker, Louise Fazenda Dir. Erik Charell. 
Sept. 28. Rev. Oct. 2. 

Charlie Chan in London, Another detective yarn. 
ton, Mona Barrie. Dir. Eugene Forde. 79 mins. 
Sept. 18. 

Charlie Chan In Paris. 
Warner Oland, Mary Brian. 
Jan. 29. 

County Chairman, The. Will Rogers, Evelyn Venable, Kent Taylor. Dir. 
John Blystone. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. 11. Rey. Jan. 22. 

Dude Ranger, The. Geo. O’Brien, Irene Hervey. Dir. Eddie Cline. 
Rel. Sept. 21. 

East River. Story revolving around an underwater tunnel. Edmund Lowe, 
Victor McLaglen, Marjorie Rambeau. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Jan. 25. 

Elinor Norton Claire Trevor, Hugh Williams. Dir. Hamilton MacFadden. 
Rel. Nov. 2. 

First World War, The. 
governments, Lawrence Stallings, editor. 
Nov. 13 

From the George M. Cohan play. Geo. M. Cohan, Wynne Gibson. 

82 mins. Rel, Nov. 2. Rev. Dec. 11. 


Baboona. 
mins. 
Baby Take a Bow. 


Chas, Boyer, Loretta 
102 mins. Rel, 


Warner Oland, Drue Ley- 
Rel. Sept. 14. Rev. 


The Oriental detective moves into new territory. 
Dir. Lewis Seiler. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. 


64 mins. 


Hitherto unreleased film from the archives of several 
77 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. Rev. 


Gambling. 
Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 


Handy Andy. Will Rogers. Peggy Wood. Dir. David Butler. 81 mins. Rel. 
July 27. Rev. Aug. 7. 
Hell In the Heavens. Air story. Warner Baxter, Conchita Montenegro. Dir. 
John Blystone. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 9. 
Helidorado. Adventure in a ghost town. Richard Arlen, Madge Evans, Ralph 
a, Henry Walthall. Dir. Jas. Cruze. 74 mins, Rel. Dec. 21. Rev. 
an. 8. 


Based on the Irvin Cobb stories of down south. H. B. Walthall, 


Judge Priest. 
Dir. John Ford. Rel. Oct. & Rev. Oct. 16, 


Tom Brown, Anita Louise. 


Little Colonel. Shirley Temple, Lionel Barrymore, Evelyn Venable. Dir. 
David Butler. Rel. Feb. 15. 

ween | ar ‘ashe Pat Paterson, Lew Ayres. Dir. Wm. Thiele, 82 mins, Rel 
an. 4. 

Lovetime. Musical romantic story. Pat Paterson, Nils Asher, Herbert 
a Harry Green. Dir. Jas. Tinling. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. 
ov. 6. 


Spencer Tracy, 


Done from the novel of the same name. 
Rel. Oct. 26. 


Marle Gallante. 
Dir. Henry King. 90 mins, 


Ketti Gallian, Helen Morgan. 
Rev. Nov. 27. 
Music in the Air. Gloria Swanson, John Boles. Dir. Joe May. 81 mins. Rel. 
ec. 7. 


Heroine saves her husband by procuring ‘the papers.’ Mona 


Mystery Woman. 
Dir. Eugene Forde. 69 mins. Rel. Jan. 13. 


Barrie, Gilbert Roland. 
Rev. Jan. 22. 

One More Spring. Janet Gaynor, Warner Baxter. Dir. Henry King. Rel. 
Feb. 8 


Peck’s Bad Boy. Story of an adopted son and an understanding man. Jackie 
Cooper, Thomas Meighan, Jackie Searle. Dir. Eddie Cline. 69 mis, 
Rel. Oct. 19. Rev. Oct. 9 

Receipt for Murder. Edmund Lowe, Victor McLaglen. Rel. Feb. 22. 

Servants’ Entrance. Janet Gaynor and Lew Ayres decide to spend their 
honeymoon earning their own living. Both engage in domestic service. 
All works to a happy ending. Dir. Frank Lloyd. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. 
Rev. Oct. 2. 

365 Nights in Hollywood. James E. Dunn, Alice Faye, Mitchell & Durant. Dir, 
Geo. Marshall. 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Nov. 13. 

Twenty-four Hours a Day. Claire Trevor, Gilbert Roland. Dir. Hamilton Mace 


Fadden. Rel. Nov. 23. 

Under Pressure. Romance with the sand hogs under the river. Edmund@ 
Lowe, Victor McLaglen, Florence Rice. Dir, Roaul Walsh, 70 mins 
tel. Feb. Rev. Feb. 5. 

When a Man’s a Man. George O’Brien. Dir. Edw. F. Cline. Rel. Feb. 15 


White Parade, The. Loretta Young, John Boles. Dir. Irving Cummings. 8@ 


mins, Rel. Nov. 16. tev. Nov. 13. 


Gaumont-Britis 


Arablan tales in musical] form. 
Rel. Sept. 15. 


h Office: 1600 Broadway, 
New York, 


Anna May Wong, Frits 


hu Chin Chow. 
aaaee Rev. Sept. 25. 


Kortner. Dir. Walter Forde. 95 mins. 

Evensong. Musical dramatization from the Beverley Nichols novel Evelyn 
Laye, Fritz Kortner, Carl Esmond, Alice Delysia, Conchita Supervia. 
Dir. Victor Saville. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 26. 

Evergreen. Musical adaptation from Cochran's stage production. Jessie 
Matthews, Sonnle Hale, Betty Balfour, Barry Mackay. Dir. Victor Sa- 
ville. Rel. Jan. 3. Rev. Jan. 15 

Iron Duke, The. Drama hased on Duke of Wellington at Battle of W ater] a) 
George Arliss, Ellaline Terris, Gladys Cooper, A. F. Matthews, Allan 
Aynesworth. Dir. Victor Saville. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 15. 

Jack Ahoy. Comedy with song and dance Jack Hulbert, Nancy O'Neil, Ale 
fred Drayton. Dir. Walter Forde. Rel. Dec. 3 Rev. Feb. 12. 

Little Friend. Drama of a child’s devotion and influence Nora [| i 
Dir. Berthold Viertel. Rel, Oct. 15 Rev. Oct. 23. 

Man of Aran. Irish story with preponderantly beautiful |] gr Pe 
Robert Flaherty. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct 5 

Power (Jew Suss). Dramatization of Stern Feuchtwanger novel. € nrad 
Veidt, Benita Hume. Dir. Lothar Mendes. 105 mins, Rel. Oct. ! Rey 
Oct. §. 

(Continued on page 32) 
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FLASH! HELD OVER FOR SECOND 
e WEEK FOX, BROOKLYN, NOW! 
NOW! 15th HOLDOVER WEEK TO NEW HIGH 
GROSSES AT PARADISE CABARET, NEW YORK 





21,000,000 People Jammed the Chicago World's Fair 
in 1933 to See Her Fan Dance .. . Twelve Weeks of 
All-Time High Records at the Chicago Theatre .. . 
16,000,000 People Packed the World's Fair in 1934 to 
See Her Bubble Dance . . . Two Weeks at Oriental 
Theatre, Chicago, Breaking All Previous Box Office 
Records .. . And New Records in Theatres Everywhere. 








WILLIAM MORRIS, Exclusive ee Depsenanre 
DAVID A. LIPTON, Publicity Director 
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Film Reviews 








Une Etoile Disparait 
(Continued from page 15) 


some of its old ones and bring ’em 
Par has been out of produc- 
over there for about three 

So Par brings these films 
over, goes to the expense of ship- 
ping ‘em to the Coast for a Breen 
censorship okay, brings ’em back 
and shoots ’em out with a prayer. 
They don’t even bother to stick on 
English titles to explain the dialog. 
‘Une Etoile’ is a murder mystery 
a film studio. Story is rather in- 
and is capably enough 
from a European stand- 
Bob Wyler, who directed, is 
brother of William Wyler, 
American megger, and spent some 
time in Hollywood. The acting is a 
bit corny. Suzy Vernon is the lead, 


over. 
ti n 
years. 


in 
genious 
handled 
point. 
the 


a French girl who tries to look 
American. She’s.: too consciously 
and carefully pretty. Constant 


Remy turfis-in-a good performanee, 


but :‘Mar¢e¢al Vallee, leading man, 
overnucts badly, 
A’half dozen or'so French film 


stars walk in and out of the film, 
which probabky. «helped abroad. 
They're not even ‘billed for here. 





Kauf. 
Mascot production and release. Features 
Reiph Morgan, Wrin O'Brien-Moore, Dji- 
rected by Phil Rosem Producer, Ken Gold- 


same nameé 
Gertrude 


From. the’ story of the 
Aleatt; adaptation, 


smith, 
by Louisa M. 





Orr; musical. score, Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld; 
caiuera, Ernie Miller, William Nobles. . At} 
Astor, N. ¥., commencing Feb. 16, .’35. 
Running time, 77 minutes, 7 
fessor BRaep-s VY. eee. . cess Ralph Morgan 
d +...Erin O’Brien-Moore 
PEANEZ 2. cee eee’ Sect as ote oe Junior Dur 
: We Sees ee Cora Sue CoHins 
Mary Anne sispvidecodeccess Phyllis Fraser 
BAM 000 ces 0b50neeseseseneess Frankie Darro 
PERE no 00 0050005 yeseeeéneness David Durand 
BOT ce cvcccnceeseseseceveess Dickie Moore 
BOCK cecccccccsoeceseccecses Tad Alexander 
BCH cccccccreseecesceseeeses Buster Phelps 
EDD és cesssvecsccceesedeoess Ronnie Crosby 
Ton 1m eovececvesoeoneseceees Tommy Bupp 
Stu ry Soeercccscceeencessceseese Bobby Cox 
Dolly ccccccccccccccesccccsecs Dickie Jones 
NOd cevccccccccccccceveceses Richard Quine 
Bally cccvccececcccevvecescovss Donald Buck 
BPeaay scccccvrccecovecses Eddie Dale Heiden 
Beth iv cccccvcsswncessesveses George Ernest 





Pieture goes away overboard on 
pathos, rarely passing up a chance 
during the cumbersome recital to 
take a hefty pull on the heartstrings 
and tearducts. But despite the over- 
stressing of sweetness and light 
among the various characterizations 
and the lack of an occasional light 
touch, the film should curry better 
than moderate business from among 
the family trade. It offers a troupe 
of youngsters whose acting should 
neatly turn the b.o, trick. 

All concerned stick to spirit, if not 
the script, of the Louise M. Alcott 
fable. Every character, with the 
exception of the boy villain in the 
piece, either conducts or tries to 
conduct himself as a paragon of 
virtue. The elders in the cast never 
give way to raspy tempers, but 
meet each disappointment with unc- 
tuous hope of redemption for the 
miscreant. 

Tears flow over the most insig- 
nificant matters. No punches are 
pulled in showing the remorse that 
youth can suffer for the slightest 
of misdemeanors. About the only 
restraint revealed in this long pa- 
rade of suffering is the director's 
handling of the crippled boy’s death. 
Also included is a choice bit of 
sadistic brutality, with Gustav von 
Seyfferitz as the tormentor, and 
Frankie Darro on the receiving end. 
Latter episode takes place in the 
school of correction to which the 
pious Professor Bhaer out of so- 
licitude had consigned the boy. 

As the operators of the Plumfield 
School for Boys, Ralph Morgan 











MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY. CALIF. 











BUSINESS MANAGER 


wire who 
short sub- 
has active 


Rare opportunity for live 
thoroughly understands 
ects, distribution and 
releasing contacts, 
Write Box 5, Variety 
New York City 








and Erin O’Brien-Moore are nicely 
cast, with the latter given a wealth 
of opportunity to exude sympathy 
and understanding. Of the smartly 
assembled group of juveniles 
Frankie Darro gains major atten- 
tion. Others that register effective- 
ly are Junior Durkin, Tad Alex- 
ander, David Durand, Buster 
Phelps and Tommy Bupp. 

Hugo Riesenfeld has provided an 
exceptionally fine piece of scoring. 

Odec. 


TOPAZE 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Paramount (Joinville) production and re- 
lease. Directed by Louis Gasnier. From 
play by Marcel Pagnol. At Fifth Ave. 
Playhouse, N, Y., week of Feb. 14, ‘35. 
Running time, 92 mins. 

Cast includes Louis Jouvet, Pauley, Si- 
mone Heliard, Marcel Vallee, Edwige Feuil- 
fere and Maurice Remy. 





(In French) 


Radio made this.film in Hollywood 
a few years ago at:about the same 
time that Paramount.was making 
it.in the original French. That was 
because of a peculiar deal, Par hav- 
ing the rights to it, but not figuring 
it fer anything beyond: the French 
market, It was. one of the most 
'suecessful stage plays ever produced 
in France and, whén the film was 
released there, three years 
came close to establishing an all- 
time high for film grosses in the 
French market. 

It is pretty well played out now, 
haying. been used in almost all avail- 
able territory for some time. Now 
bowing. into America, it can expect 
to get a bit of business in the French 
quarters because of popularity of 
story and author, but may not reach 
its’ real gross potentialities here be- 
cause the earlier Radio film has 
taken the edge off it. 

John Barrymore and Myrna Loy 
played it in English. In this ver- 
sion it’s played by Louis Jouvet and 
Edwige  Feuillere. Jouvet, who 
played it originally on the stage in 
Paris, is very fine, although his in- 
terpretation is a different one than 
that of Barrymore's, It's more 
Irenchy, more authentic and less 
satisfactory from an audience stand- 
point because .less spectacular and 
pointed. Miss Feuillere is not as 
pleasant to look at as was Miss Loy, 
but handles her part convincingly. 

Picture as a whole, if disassociat- 
ed from the American version, is 
above standard for French films, al- 
though extremely long and talky. 
In the U. S. best it can hope for is 
a minimum share of a minor mar- 
ket. Kauf. 


SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


Liberty production and release. Features 
Sidney Fox, Paul Kelly, Lois Wilson, Toby 
Wing, Lucille LaVerne, Dorothy Appleby, 
Dorothy Lee, Directed’ by William Nigh. 
Produced by M. H. Hoffman. Story from 
‘Our Undlsciplined Daughters,’ by Reginald 
Wright Kauffman; screen story, Albert De- 
Mond; camera, Harry Neuman. Cast: Lona 
Andre, Russell Hopton, Barbara Weeks, 
Kathleen Burke, Anna Q. Nilsson, Purnell 
Pratt, Robt. Warwick, Wm. Farnum, Chas, 
Ray, Myrtle Stedman, Helene Chadwick, 
Fred Kelsey, Edw. Le Saint. At Ziegfeld, 
N. Y., three days on double bill Feb. 12, 
‘35. Running time, 68 mins, 





Reform school stories date far 
back, and, while the newest may 
have been suggested by the success 
of ‘Maedchen,’ this resolves itself 
into the old-fashioned type of a 
yarn without definite plan and made 
largely for the propaganda angle. 
Chief value is the presence in the 
cast, many of them fleetingly, of a 
string of recognizable names. 

Smooth but rather tedious film, 
which will mildly interest, with a 
comfortable career of double billing 
indicated, 

In default of plot there is too 
much dialog in defense of errant 
maidenhood. That makes for slug- 
gish movement, but William Nigh 
has kept his players moving around, 
even if they do not accomplish 
much. Basic idea is that of a girl 
sent to reform school for a crime 
she did not commit, who attracts 
the attention of a young member of 
the visiting committee. He has her 
paroled in his custody, and marries 
her. It’s all rather out of line on 
plausibility, the girls running around 
the halls unguarded, ete. Sub-plot 
is the hostility between the sadistic 
head matron and her tender-hearted 
assistant. Climax is supposed to be 
the shooting of the matron by the 
underling, who tricks the gun into 
the radio so it will explode when the 
set is tuned in. 

Outstanding performance is that 
|of Lucille LaVerne as the cruel boss. 
| She gives it a fine note of authority. 
| Sidney Fox suffers from an artifi- 
le ially written role and also from the 
| more natural conduct of some of the 
| other girls. Paul Kelly walks 
| through hig hero's assignment. Lois 
| Wilson and Anna Q. Nilsson handle 
| the sympathy well. Chic. 
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‘SWEET MUSIC’-"SEQUOIA’ 
$9,000-$10,000 IN K. C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 19. 
(Best exploitation: Midland) 


Five first rung this week and all 
heavily boosted by national ads. 
Gave papers some extra gravy and 
some of the pictures nice openings. 

‘Sequoia,’ Midland, opened strong- 
er than expected and looks like it 
will fool the wise lads who were 
dubious. Newman has ‘Sweet Mu- 
sic’ and film expected to build 
nicely. 

Mainstreet igs showing ‘Scarlet 
Pimpernel,’ which on account of its 
being a UA release was expected to 
show at the Midland, and will see 
a fair week. After three weeks of 
‘County Chairman,’ Uptown has 
‘Evergreen.’ Management gave this 
one a two weeks’ campaign of teas- 
ing ads, but did not disclose the 
name of star or picture until day 
before opening. It had the fans 
talking. ; 

Midland used thousands of 24- 
page booklets, ‘Educational Hand- 
book ‘for High School Students,’ in 
the schools.in connection with prize 
contests for best essays on ‘Sequoia.’ 
Contest included six all expense 
trips to California, etc. House also 
plastered town with 24-sheets., 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 15-25- 
40)—‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA). Cos- 
tume pictures have not fared well 
here lately. Only hitting for fair 
$7,000.. Last week ‘Society Doctor’ 
(MG), $5,000, poor. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 15-25-40) 
—'‘Sequoia’.(MG). Trade steady and 
indicates close to good $10,000. Last 
week ‘Clive of India’ (UA) sagged 
some in final days and ended with 
$9,800. Night of Hauptmann ver- 
dict management had. announce- 
ment, with shots of defendant and 
courtroom scenes on screen eight 
minutes after verdict was flashed. 
Cut into feature for the news. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Sweet Music’ (WB). Will do a good 
$9,000. Last week ‘Rumba‘ (Par) 
also $9,000. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,200; 25)—‘Good 
Fairy’ (U) and stage show. Bar- 
gain show getting steady play and 
house happy. This one looks big for 
around $10,000. Last week ‘No- 
torious Gentlemen’ (U) $7,909. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Evergreen’ (GB). Management 
spent more cash in advance public- 
ity than for any picture in a year. 
Expects to get good $4,500. Last 
week ‘County Chairman’ (Fox), 
third week okay $3,400. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 10) 
Gentleman’ (U) dual, at 25c admish, 
only moderate $1,750. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15-25) 
—‘Transatlantic Merry - Go - Round’ 
(UA) and ‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG) 
split week with ‘Music in Air’ (Fox) 
and ‘Menace’ (M-G). Totaling 
around $2,900, slowish. Last week, 
‘Painted Veil’ (MG) and ‘Father 
Brown, Detective’ (Par), dual, $3,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40)—‘David Copperfield’ (MG). 
Using big variety of publicity to 
attract. Looks like excellent $10,500. 
Last week, ‘County Chairman’ (Fox) 
slow at $6,400. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 15-25-35)— 
‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) (3d week). 
Running around $7,000, big. Last 
week, same film, good $9,300. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25-40) 

—‘Clive of India’ (UA). Second 
week here, third in town, heading 
for $2,200, nothing exciting. Last 
week, same film, $3,100, good. 

Music Hail (Hamrick) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Good Fairy’ (U). Title thought 
very bad. Indications suggest $4,- 
500. And that’s poor. Picture liked, 
however, and pace improving. Last 
week ‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB) got 
along for good $6,800, but under 
hopes. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 25- 35) | 
—‘Mystery of Edwin Drood’ (U) 








ondary this week. May see $7,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Woman in Red’ 
(WB) and vaude, nice $7,800. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-35)—‘Rumba’ (Par) and vaude, 
okay $6,500. House reverts to duals 
and vaude. Last week, ‘Wings in 
the Dark’ (Par) and vaude, $5,800, 
fair, 








Playing up the pix, with vaude sec- | 


unusual condition to local nabe. 
Draw so heavy on opening that prop 
had to open up his second house 
(dark) nearby to take care of 'em. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Rumba’ (Par) and ‘Sing Sing 
Nights’ (Mono). Ruggles’ (Par) 
skedded for this week but side- 
tracked for the Raft film. Fair 
opening, but must improve to get a 
satisfactory $7,800. Last week 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) and ‘House on 
the Range’ (Par). Big $8,900. 

Polis (Loew) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘County Chairman’ (Fox) and ‘Mys- 
tery Woman’ (Fox). Rogers fol- 
lowing holding true to form, with a 
good $8,800 in view. Last week 
‘Clive of India’ (UA) and ‘Best Man 
Wins’ (Col). A last-half nosedive 
left only a mediocre $7,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Women 
Must Dress’ (Mono). Roman holi- 
day on this one looks like heavy 
$8,300. Last week ‘Gigolette’ 
(Radio) and ‘Rocky Mountain Mys- 
tery’ (Par). Worked boxoffice zeros 
overtime at a sad $3,000 on six days. 

Bijou (Loew)~- (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Baboona’ (Fox) and ‘Society Doc- 
tor’ (MG). Steady biz means an 
oke $3,500. Last week ‘Under Pres- 
sure’ (Fox) and ‘Little Men’ (Mas- 
cot). Surprised at healthy $3,800. 


$9,000 OMAHA’S TOP 


For Split. Week at Par—‘Border- 
town’ and ‘Evergreen’ $8,500 











Omaha, Feb. 19. 

(Best Exploitation: Orpheunt) 

‘Paramount into first of its split 
weeks under the new policy. Ind@i- 
cations from way first week of 
vaude held up and opening on this 
week's three-day show are that 
splitting be the method long sought 
for keeping this off-the-loop house 
open. Split this week brings ‘Band 
Plays On’ to the screen with a 
vaude bill first three days, and ‘Iron 
Duke’ and ‘I've Been Around’ as a 
double for next four days for 
maybe $9,000 in all. 

Wednesday (20) will find theatre 
row once more listing four first run 
houses when the new Omaha (for- 
merly the World) opens with ‘Devil 


Dogs.’ House will operate on single 
feature policy; 25c matinees, 40c 
nights. 


Orpheum rates exploitation credit 
this week on strength of new front. 
Features huge rounded columns 
done in gold and black cut off at 
the door top as backgrounds for 
stills and posters. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Blank - Tri - State) 
(2,765; 25-385-40-55)—‘Band Plays 
On’ (MG) and vaude, three days; 
‘Tron Duke’ (GB) and ‘I've Been 
Around’ (U) dual, four days. Com- 
bined week should do around $9,000, 


fair, most on vaude half. Last 
week ‘Secret Bride’ (WB) with 
‘Continental Revue’ on stage, re- 


opening house, 
over $14,000. 
ages. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) 
25-35-40)—‘“Gentlemen Are_ Born’ 
(FN) and ‘Carnival’ (Col), dual. 
Headed over average, $4,300, fair 
enough. Last week ‘Babbitt’ (FN) 


winning combo at 
Best coin here in 


(1,200; 


| contest. 


Duals and ‘Clive’ 
Cause Lincoln Talk, 
Film After $3,200 


Lincoln, Feb. 19. 
(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 

It's mostly ‘Clive of India,’ at the 
Stuart, this week. But ‘Wings in 
the Dark,’ at the Lincoln, is rolling 
nicely in second place, and so close 
it may be a tie. That's as far as 
the straight pic houses are con- 
cerned. The Orph, with vaude the 
first half and a dance contest the 
second, will pile up the most money. 
Current stage show is ‘Folies 
Beserk.’ 

Biggest gob of local news is the 
tremor caused by the Kiva’s an- 
nounced policy of double features 
starting this week. House is owned 
by L. L. Dent who's embattled with 
the Cooper enterprises here and has 
been intermitting with first and 
second runs. Dual. bills had been 
wiped up with exception of Cooper's 
Sun, second runner. Now. it's 
feared the old:fight of bargains will 
start again. 

Orph gaining all publicity atten- 
tion this week by ballyhooing the 
Gene LaVerne. “Hollywood tango 
Had the’ guy at a depart- 
ment -store all during the day and 
conducting special night classes at 
the village's swank hotel evenings. 
Also did special exhibition in ‘dept. 
store window. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (750: 10-15)— 
‘Loser’s’ End’ (Maj), ‘Case of the 
Howling Dog’ (WB), two days, but 
‘Lightning Strikes Twice’ (Radio) 
running’ the week into gravy with 
$1,250 in sight. Last week ‘Rocky 
Mountain Mystery’ (Par), ‘Red Hot 
Tires’ (WB) and ‘Red Morning’ 
(Radio) for plenty. at $1,300. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25)— 
‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par). Likely 
looker with $2,600. Last week 
‘Sweet Adeline’ (WB) was a blast- 
ing grosser first two days, then was 
bitten sharply by ‘Copperfield.’ 
Final a fair enough $2,700. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200: 10-25)— 
‘Gentlemen Are Born’ (WB) and 
unit, ‘Folies Beserk,’ for three days. 
Four days of dance contest and 
‘Secret Bride’ (WB): should be in 
the bag at $4,000, oke. Last week 
‘Girl of My Dreams’ (Mon) and 
unit, four days of ‘First World War’ 
(Fox); good at $3,100. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Clive of India’ (UA). Saturday 
opening and should bang off $3.200, 


which is some for this house. Last 
week ‘Copperfield’ (MG) slightly 
over $5,000 for its seven days, 


Much above normal. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-25) 
—‘School for Girls’ (Lib). Heading 
for so-so $1,400. Last week ‘Carni- 
val’ (Col) bounced up and down and 





finished to moderate $1,500 
and ‘Murder in the Clouds’ (FN), 
$3,800 


Orpheum (Blank - 7 
(2,976; 25-40)—‘Bordertown’ (WB) 
and ‘Evergreen’ (GB), dual. Better 
than average at around $8,500. Last 
week ‘Barnum’ (UA) and ‘Firebird’ 
(WB), $8,200. 


ri - State) 














New York Theatres 











PARAMOUNT «cx: 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 


in “THE GILDED LILY” 
with FRED MacMURRAY 
Directed by WESLEY RUGGLES 














“SECRET 
— 
and 
“BABOONA” 





. to Thurs., Feb. 19 to 21 





“SECRET 
BRIDE” 





SHOWS EVERY NIGHT 


MIDNIGHT 








M’S 


“THE RIGHT 10 LIVE” 


SOMERSET MAUGHA) 


with GEO. BRENT—JOSEPHINE 
HUTCHINSON, and All Star Cast 
Starting Friday, Feb. 22 
“FOLIES BERGERE"”’ 
with MAURICE CHEVALIER 








‘RUMBA’ $7,800, NEW HAVEN 


Well 
$8 





‘Devil Dogs,’ Exploited, Gets 





New Haven, Feb. 19. 

A nice lobby display two weeks 
in advance, plus a touring flashy 
truck helped stand ’em to the gut- 
ter on opening week end of ‘Devil 
Dogs’ at Roger Sherman. It’s a 
life-saver for this house, after some 
pretty sour weeks, 





|ers on antique car on exhibit, tieing 


| gave Par short notice for any ex- 
ploitation 


Last week film spots had to pattie 
an eight-show sellout of D'Oyly 
Carte Co., plus Auto Show week but 
Polis’ used auto show for a good 
‘County Chairman’ (Fox) plug on 
this week's bill by giving Oakleys to 
nearest miles-per-gallon-gas guess- 


in with the ark used in film. 
Shift from ‘Ruggles’ to ‘Rumba’ 


buildup. ‘Bright Eyes’ 


RADIO CITY ®°ChEZELLER 
MUSIC HALL 
LESLIE HOWARD 


and MERLE OBERON in 
“THE SCARLET PIMPERNEL” 
An Alexander Korda Production 
ON THE STAGE—“THE LAST MINUET” 
Brilliant New Extravaganza 











any pay | SYLVIA SYDNEY 
in “Behold My Wife’’ 
25c to2 Gala Stage Revue with 
LOUISE BEAVERS in Person 

A 
BSctor (7st ROXY Stns nation 


ANY SE AT}, MIDNITE SHOW TONITE 


Seats 35e after 10:30 p.m 














run brought an 


(Fox) subsequent 


;} Wed. last day 





Broadwa y at 47th! 


FAYFAIR Booty, 


New York Pre miere 


‘Notorious Gentleman’, 
with CHAS. BICKFORD | 


| N 4 Scannlon 


81st ST. De 


and 
“HOME ON THE 
RANGE” 











kk kk — Fifth Big Week 
M-G-M’'s Mightiest Production 


rll DAVID. COPPERFIELD) 














in Person—Freddie Bartholomew 
Starting Friday, Feb. 22nd 
| “SEQUOIA” 
L a Dyn STREET 
BROADWAY 
O; “LIVES OF A BENGAL 
LANCER” 
E ith Gary COOPER - Franchot TONE 
On Stage, Ted Lewis & Orch., Oths 
W Starts Friday 
“DAVID COPPERFIELD’ 





















Pa - Be 
va 47TR 


TRAN 
RUDY VALLEE 


In Person and on the 

25e to L P.M Screen in ‘Sweet Music.’ 
Tomorrow Nite at 7 

“Devil Dogs of the Air’ 

isth — At Popular 






ASTOR ® *? 


how 


- aLITTLE MEN” 


| Sequel to 
‘Little Women” 
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entific experiments. June Collyer, William Cagney, Eddie Nugent, 64 


§ di Pi | | mins. Nov 15. , 7 r . 
a “s acements CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES Million Dollar Baby. Fond parents try to palm over their little boy as another 
girl movie find to win fame and riches. Arline Judge, Ray Walker, 


sieatieatib 3 from page 29) 


Wilson, Holmes Herbert, Shirley 
Grey, Luis Alberni, Florence Rob- 
erts, Gertrude Sutton, Andre de Se- 
gurola, Paul ElHs, Ronnie Bosbey, 
‘Public Opinion,,’ Invin 

George Raft, Edward Arnold, 


Charles Richman, ‘The Glass Key,’ 
Par. 

Ruth Donnelly, 

Howard Hickman, 
Law,’ Col. 

Bradley Page, ‘Mr. Dynamite,’ U. 

Hans VonTwardowski, ‘The Cru- 
sades,’ Par. 

Edward Gargan, Paul Wing, ‘Hold 
"Em Yale,’ Par. 

Herbert Mundin, 
Tiger,’ Fox. 

Russell Hardie, ‘Man 
World,’ Metro, 

Frank Partos, scripting ‘So Red 
the Rose,’ Par. 

Pauline Lord, 
Par. 

Lawrence Grant, Jeffie Tielbury, 
‘Werewolf of London,’ U. 

Cecil Elliott, ‘Les Miserables,’ 
20th C. 
Raymond 
O'Hara, U. 
Sam Mintz, 
People,’ Par. 
John Robertson, directing ‘Heav- 
en's Gate,’ Fox. 

Henry Fonda, Janet Gaynor, 
‘Farmer Takes a Wife,’ Fox. 

Roger Pryor, ‘Dinky,’ Warners. 

Herman Bing, Eddie Shubert, 
Winifred Shaw, Phil Regan, ‘Tulip 
Time,’ WB short. 

Niven Busch, screen play, ‘Lady 
Tubbs,’ U. 

Jimmy Burtis, ‘Mr. Dynamite,’ U. 
Paul Lukas, Jean Hersholt, ‘Man 
of the World,’ Metro. 

Charles Butterworth, Henry Ste- 
phenson, ‘China Seas,’ Metro. 
Wilson Collison, adaptation, ‘Lady 
Beware,’ Col. 

Mack Gray, ‘Glass Key,’ Par. 
Edward Earle, ‘Miracle Rider,’ 
Mascot. 

Nick Barrows, writing original for 
Charles Boyer, Wanger. 
Bertram Milhauser, 
‘Gold Eagle Guy,’ Metro. 
Fritz Lang, directing ‘Hell Afloat,’ 
Metro. 

Freddie Bartholomew, Maureen 
O’Sullivan, ‘Anna Karenina,’ Metro. 

William Seiter, directing ‘A Man’s 
World,’ Metro, 

Paul Lukas, Russell Hardie, ‘A 
Man’; World,’ Metro. 

Galen Gaugh, ‘Public Enemy, No. 
2,’ Metro. 

Gus Shy, Shirley Ross, 
me*it Store,’ Metro short. 

Holmes Herbert, James Brad- 
bury, Jr., ‘Vampires of Prague,’ 
Metro. 

Minor Watson, ‘Mr. Dynamite,’ U. 

Errol Flynn, ‘Case of the Curious 
Bride,’ WB. 

Wesley Barry, Pat O'Malley, Ky 
Robinson, ‘Hot News,’ Col. , 

Lee Kohlmar, Bodil Rosing, ‘Night 
Drama,’ Par. 

Ivan Linow, Constantine Roman- 
off, ‘People Will Talk,’ Par. 

Father Neill Dodd, Jack Judge, 
‘Hold 'Em Yale,’ Par. 

George Chandler, 
Tiger,’ Fox. 

Sam Flint, ‘Mr. Dynamite,’ U. 

Harry Bernard, ‘Stolen Harmony,’ 
Par. 

Lawrence Riley, scripting pic for 
Eddie Cantor, Goldwyn. 

Philip Wylie, Katherine 
screen play, ‘Guns,’ Par. 

Charles Kenyon, writing original, 
‘Can It Be True?’ WB. 

Johnnie Gray, writing 
Langdon story, Col. 

Preston Black, 
short, Col. 

Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell, 
screen play, ‘Case Against Mrs. 
Ames,’ Par. 

Sidney Blackmer, Kenneth Thom- 
son, Ford Sterling, Jane Meredith, 
Purnell Pratt, Theodore Von Elt”. 
John Davidson, Ed Gargan, Judith 


‘Alibi Ike,” MB. 
‘Guns of the 


‘Man-Eating 


of the 


‘So Red the Rose,’ 


Hatton, ‘Princess 


screen play, ‘Crazy 


adaptation, 


‘Depart- 


‘Hold That 


Scola, 


Harry 


writing comedy 


Allen, ‘Behind the Green Lights,’ 
Mascot. 
James Gruen, screen play, ‘One 


Frightened Night,’ Mascot. 

Robert Bradbury, directing ‘West- 
ern Justice,’ Supreme. 

Renee Borden, ‘Western Justice,’ 
Supreme. 

Don Wilkie, scripting ‘Washington 
Correspondent,’ Rellance. 

Lillian Elliott, untitled comedy, U. 

Robert Graves, ‘Ten Dollar Raise,’ 


Fox. 
Nat Pendleton, Louise Henry, 
Harvey Stephens, Leila Bennett, 


‘Order, Please,’ Metro 0. 





MAY DELAY CHILLER 
Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

‘Bride of Frankenstein,’ in its 
eighth week of lensing at Universal, 
may suspend production a few days 
while Director James Whale awaits 
O. P. Heggie, delayed at another 
studio. 

Heggie has one of the major 
scenes with Boris Karloff and Elsa 
Lanchester, wedded monsters in the 
chiller. Picture currently is on 
achedule. 





(Continued from page 29) 
| Frincess Charming. Musical comedy in a mythical kingdom. Evelyn Laye 
Yvonne Arnau‘i, George Grossmith, Max Miller. Dir. Maurice Elvey. 
Rel. Jan 
Unfinished Symphony. Musical romance based on Schubert's life. Martha 
Eggerth. Dir. Willy Forst. 83 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 15. 


Liberty Office: 1776 Broadway, 


New York, N. Y. 

Dizzy Dames. Musical. Theatrical boarding house locale. Marjorie Rambeau, 
Florine McKinney, Lawrence Gray. Dir. William Nigh. 

No Ransom, From )])amon Runvon's “The Big Mitten.’ Leila Hyams, Phillips 
Holmes. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. 70 mins. Rel, Oct. 26. Rev, Feb. 12. 

Once to Every Bachelor. Honey:ooon with a hired bride. Marian Nixon, Neil 
Hamilton, Aileen Pringle Dir. Wm. Nigh. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 14 

School for Girls. Keform school drama. Sidney Fox, Paul Kelly, Lois Wil- 
son, Anne Shibley Dir. Vim. Nigh. 73 mins. Rel. Mar. 22. 

Sweepstake Annie. Society chooks frame sweeps winner. Tom Brown, Marion 
Nixon, Wera F.ngels. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 77 mins. Rel. date not set. 

Take the Stand. Murder of a columnist. Jack La Rue, Thelma Todd. Gai! 
Patrick. Dir. Phil Ros:n 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Sept. 11. 

Two Heads on a Pillow. Ma.~irionial warfare. Neil Hamilton, Miriam Jor- 
dan. Dir. Wni. Nigh. 78 ‘ns. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 9 


V/hen Strangers Meet. Mixup 1: nm bungalow colony. Rich. Cromwell, Arline 
Judge. Dir. Vim. C. Cabaias 73 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. Nov. 20. 

V/ithout Children. Modern drai:a of divorce. Marguerite Churchill, Bruce 
Cabot, Evelyn Brent, Regin*)1 Denny. Dir. William Nigh. 81 mins. Rel. 
not set. 


Officts: RKO Bidg., Radio City 
New York City 

Romance! On the high seas. Neil 

Dir. Tommy Atkins. 

Newspaper s.o’y with a reporter winning the city boss’ 

daughter. Bruce Cabot, Jidith Allen, H. B. Warner. Dir. Spencer 

Bennett. 63 mins. Rel. Ser’. 22. Jan, 15. 

Perfect Clue, The. David Manners, Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy Libaire. Dir. 
Robt. Vignola. 64 mins. Dynamic detective mystery thriller. 

Scarlet Letter, The. Hawthorne's ¢ramatic classic. First sound filming. Col- 
leen Moore and Hardie Altright. Dir. Robert Vignola. 70 mins. Rel. 
Sept. Rev. Seot. 25 

She Had to Chose. Texas girl gces to Hollywood and back again. 
studio story. Sally Blane, Lirry Crabbe, Dir. Ralph Cedar. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Sept. 25. 


Majestic 


Mutiny Ahead. Stark drama! Adventure! 
Hamilton and Kathleen Burke. 


Night Alarm, The 


Not a 
62 mins. 


Offices, 1776 Broadway, 
Mascot ‘ New York, N. ¥. 


Behind the Green Lights. A tens? drama of 1 "em evidence. Girl 
who remained faithful. Preston Foster. Rel. Feb. 

Crimson Romance. Two lads, ore American and one German, find that 
friendship can lick even war. Ben Lyon, Sari Maritza, James Bush, 
Hardie Albright, William Bekewell, Erich von Stroheim, Dir. David 
Howard. 67 mins. Released Oct. 12. Rev. Oct, 16. 

In Oid Santa Fe. Story of a dude ranch knick-knack salesman who falls in 
love with the ranch owner’s «laughter. He is accused of murder but all 
difficulties are -larified with startling suddenness. Ken Maynard, Eva- 
lyn Knapp, H. 13. Warner, Kenneth Thomson, George Hayes. Dir. David 
Howard Rel. INov. 20. 


Marines Are Coming, The. As Lieut. ‘Wild Bill’ Traylor, U.S.M.C., the 
screen's irresistible bad boy, finds himself torn between love for two 
women until, facing disgrace, he plunges into a war ‘somewhere south 
of Mexico’ and from then on things rush pell-mell toward a gigantic 
climax. William: Haines, Esther Ralston, Conrad Nagel, Armida. Dir. 
David Howard. Rel. Dec, 4. 


Little Men. Jo of Little Women a: a school mistress. From Louisa May Al- 
cott’s story. Ralph Morgan, Frin O’Brien-Moore, Trent Durkin. Dir. 
Phil Rosen. Rel. Dec. 25. 


Young and Beautiful. Story of a press agent who bullds his sweetheart to 
stardom nad neéerly loses her. William Haines, Judith Allen, Joseph 
snerthere, Wam)as Baby Stars. Dir. Joseph Santley. 63 mins. Rel. 

ept. 1. 


studios: Culver City, Offices: 1840 Broadway, 
Calit. Metro New York. N. Y 


Babes In Toyland. Child story, with the Victor Herbert music. Laurel and 
Hardy, Charlotte Henry. Dir. Gus Mein, Chas. Rogers. 77 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 30. Rev. Dec. 18. 


Band Plays On, The. Football story. Robt. Young, PF cd Furness. Dir. 
Russell Mack. 87 mins. Rel. Dec. 21. Rev. Dec. 


Barretts of Wimpole Street. Based on the play yy tA Besier. Norma 
Shearer, Fredric March, Charles Laughton. ir. Sidney Franklin. Rel. 
Sept. 21. Rev. Oet. 2. 

Biography of «a Bachelor Girl. Based on 8S. N. Berhrman’s successful play, 
“Biography” Arn Harding, Robert Montgomery. Dir. E. H. Griffith. 
Rel. Oct. 26. 

David Copperfield. 
Lionel Barrymore, Edna May liver, Herbert Mundin. 
129 mins. Rel. Jan. 18. Rev. Jan, 22. 

Death on the Diamond. Murder in the big :eagues. Based on the novel by 
Cortland Fitzsimmnons. Robert Young, Ted Healy, Madge Evans. Dir. 
Edward Sedgwic):. 69 mins Rel. Sept. 14. Rev. Sept. 2.. 

Evelyn Prentice. Dis 'rict attorn*y's wife saves a girl wrongly accused of 
her own crime. Wm. Powell, Myrna Loy. Dir. Wm, K. Howard. 78 
mins. Rel. Nov. 8. Rev. Nov. 13. 


Forsaking All Others. From the stage play. 
Robt. Montgomery. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 
Rey. Jan. 1. 

Gay Bride, The. From Francis Coe’s ‘Repeal.’ 
Morris. Dir. Jack Conway. 82 mins. Rel. Dec. 28. 

Have a Heart. Jean Parker as a crippled little doll-maker. 
Dir. David Butler. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Oct. 23. 


Merry Widow. Based on the world-famous operetta by Franz Lehar. Maurice 
Chevalier, Jeanette MacDonald. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Rel. not set. 
Rev. Oct. 16. 

Night is Young, The. Royal love for a commoner theme. Ramon Novarro. 
Evelyn Laye. Dir. Dudley Murphy. 80 mins. Rel. Jan. 11. Rev. Jan, 15. 


Outcast Lady. Based on a navel by Michael Arlen. Constance Bennett. 
Herbert Marshall. Dir. VY rert Z. Leonard. Rel. Sept. 28. Rev. Nov. 6 


Painted Veil. Based on the novel by Somerset Maugham. Greta Garbo. 
Herbert Marshall Dir. Ri:hard Boleslavsky. 84 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. 
Rev. Dec. 11. 

Society Doctor. Hospital story. Chester Morris, Virginia Bruce. Robt. Tay- 
lor. Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 63 mins. Rel. Jan. 25. Rev. Feb. 8. 


Straight Is the Way Released convict story. Franchot Tone, May Robson, 
Karen Morley. Dir. Paul Sloan. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 3. 

Student Tour. Musical comedy about collegians on a European tour. Charles 
Butterworth, Jimmy Durante, Maxine Doyle. Dir. Charles Riesner. Rel. 
Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 16. 

What Every Woman Knows. 
Helen Hayes, Brian Aherne. 
Oct. 30. 

Wicked Woman. 
Chas. Bickford, Dir, Chas. 
Dec. 18 

Winning Ticket, The. 
Carrillo, Louise Fazenda, Ted Healy. 


Dickens story with an almost perfect cast. W. C. Fields, 
Dir. Geo, Cukor. 


Joan Crawford, Clark Gable, 
82 mins. Rel. Dec. 28. 


Carole Lombard, Chester 
Rey. Pec. 18. 


Spencer Tracy 


3ased on the play oy by Sir James M. Barrie. 
Dir. Gregory La Cava. Rel. Oct. 19. Rev. 


Mady Christians, Jean Parker, 


A story of a faithful mother. 
71 mins. Rel. Dec. 7. Rev. 


Brabin. 


Story of a sweeps ticket that was lost and found. Leo 
Dir. Chas, F, Riesner. 64 mins. 


Rel. Feb. 8. Rev. Feb. 12. 
3tudio: Office: R. K. Q. Suilding, 
9336 W. Washington Bivd., Monogram Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C. 


Dawn Rider, The. John Wayne. A Lone Star Western. 

Girl of the Limberlost, A. Gene Stratton-Porter story. Marian Marsh, Ralph 
Morgan, Louise ‘Dresser. Dir. Christy Cabanne, 80 mins, Rel, Oct 16. 
Rev. Nov. 13. 

Girl o’ My Dreams. College romance with track team events. Mary Carlisle, 
Creighton Chaney, Sterling Holloway, Eddie Nugent, GiGi Parrish. 65 
mins. Dir. Ray McCarey. Rel. Nov. 17. 

Flirting with Danger. Three buddies play with dynamite and love. Robert 
Armstrong, William Cagney, Edgar Kennedy, Marion Burns, Maria Alba 
Rel. Dec. 1. 70 mins. 

Great God Gold. Sidney Blackmer, Martha Sleeper, Gloria Shea, Regis 
Toomey, John T. Murray, Edward Maxwell. Expose of the receivership 
racket almost wrecking young romance, Rel. April 15. 

Healer, The. From novel by Robert Herrick. Dir. Reginald Barker. 

King Kelly of U. S. A. Guy Robertson, Irene Ware. 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 
Rev. Dec. 18. 

Lawless Frontier (Lone Star). John Wayne, Sheila Terry. Dir. R. N. Brad- 
bury. 54 mins. Rel. Nov. 22. Rev. Jan. 22. 





Lost in the Stratosphere. Romance of two members of air patrol amid sci- 


| 
Jimmy Fay, George E. Stone. Rel, Dec, 29. 

| Monte Carlo Nights. Innocent suspect traps his man at famous casino and 
j wins the girl. Mary Brian, John Darrow. 62 mins. Rel, May 20. 

| 


Story of the twelve coins of Confucius. Arline Judge, 
68 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. 


John Wayne, Sheila Terry. 


| Mysterious Mr. Wong. 
Bela Lugosi, Wallace Ford. 
"Neath Arizona Skies, (Lone Star). 


tel. Dec. 22. 


Nut Farm, The. Movie-struck family takes husband’s all to crash Hollywood, 
with hilarious results. Wallace Ford. 65 mins. Rel. Mar, 25, 


Rainbow Valley. (Lone Star). John Wayne, Lucille Brown. 


Reckless Romeos. Comedy adventures of two hard-boiled eggs who are 
afraid of nothing but each other. Robert Armstrong, William Cagney. 

Red Head. Boy and girl work out their social salvation in a tunch wagon. 
Bruce Cabot, Grace Bradeley. Dir. Melville Brown. 77 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Sing-Sing Nights. Three men accused of murdering the same man tel) cir- 
cumstances which are checked by lie detector, proving two are innocent. 
Hardie Albright, Boots Mallory, Jameson Thomas, Conway Tearle, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk. (Note: Tearle stars). 60 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 
Rev. Jan. 29. 

Texas Terror. John Wayne. A Lone Star Western. 

Trail Beyond, In the. John Wayne, Verna Hillie. 56 mins. Rel. Oct, 22. 


Women Must Dress. Intricate ways of fashion salon people almost causing 
young romance of daughter to end in disaster. Minna Gombell, Gavin 
Gordon, Suzanne Kaaren, Robert Light and Monogram contest winners. 


» 


76% mins. Rel. Jan, 2. 


52 mins. 


3tudios: 5851 Maratnon St., Offices: 1501 Broadway 
Hollywood. Calit Paramount New York. N.'¥ 
All the King’s Horses. Zenda type story with a picture star replacing a king 
of a mythical kingdom. Carl] Brisson, Mary Ellis. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 
Rel. Feb. 15. 
Behold My_ Wife. 
Dec. 7. 
Belle of the '90’s. Backstage in burlesque. 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 25. 
Caprice Espagnol. Romance of a Spanish dancer. Marlene Dietrich, Caesar 
Romero, Lionel Atwill. Dir. Josef Von Sternberg. Rel. Mar. 15. 


Sylvia Sidney, Gene Raymond. Dir. Dave Leisen. Rel. 


Mae West. Dir. Leo McCarey. 


Car 99. Based on the exploits of the Michigan state radio police. Fred Mac- 
Murray, Sir Guy Standing, Ann Sheridan, Dir. Chas. Barton, Rel. 
Mar. 1. 

Cleopatra. Egyptian spectacle with modern dialog. Claudette Colbert, War- 


ren William, Henry Wilcoxson. Dir. Cecil De Mille. 102 mins. Rel. 
Sat. Oct. 5. Rev. Aug. 21. 

College Rhythm. Musical type story. Joe Penner, Lanny Ross, Jack Oakie, 
Lyda Roberti. Dir. Norman Taurog. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. Rev. Nov. 27. 

Crime Without Passion. Lawyer trapped by a needless fake alibi. Claude 
Rains, Margo. Dir. Ben Hecht, Chas. MacArthur. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 
24. Rev. Sept. 3. 

Enter Madame. From the stage play of a temperamental star, ieee, Landi, 
Cary Grant Dir. Elliott Nugent. 81 mins. Rel, Jan. 4. Rev. Jan, 15, 

Father Brown, Detective. New type of mystery story. Paul Lukas, ‘Gertrete 
Michael. Dir. Edw. Sedgwick. Rel. Dec. 

Gilded Lily, The. Modest business girl] is catapulted to fame through a mis- 
understood romance with a nobleman, Claudette Colbert, Fred Mac- 
Murray. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 26. Rev. Feb. 12. 

Here Is My Heart. Musical. Bing Crosby, Kitty Carlisle. Dir. Frank Tuttle. 
75 mins. Kel. Dec. 28. Rey. Dec. 5. 


Home on the Range. Western. Randolph Scott, Jackie Coogan, Evelyn 
Brent. Dir. Jacobsen. 54 mins. Rel. Dec. 21. Rev. Feb. 12. 
It’s a Gift. Fields buys an orange grove. W. C. Fields, Baby LeRoy, Jean 


Roueveral. Dir. Norman McLead. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 30. Rev. Jan. 8. 

Lemon Drop Kid, The. From the Damon Runyon story in Colliers. Lee 
Tracy, Helen Mack. Dir. Marshall Nielan. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 28. 
Rev. Oct. 30. 

Limehouse Blues. Story of the London Chinatown. Geo. Raft, Jean Parker, 
Anna May Wong. Dir. Alex Hall. 63 mins. Rel. Nov. 9 Rev. Dec. 18. 

Lives of a Bengal Lancer. Adventure in an Indian regiment. Gary Coapee, 
Cavanagh, Henrietta Crossman. Dir, Ralph Murphy, 658 mins. el. 
Murphy. Rel. Dec. 14. 

Love in Bloom. Country boy and city girl finally make a match. Carnival 
sidelights. Joe Morrison, Dixie Lee, Burns and Allen. Dir. Elliott 
Nugent. Rel. Mar. 15. 

McFadden’s Flats. From the Gus Hill farce. Walter C. Kelly, Andy Clyde, 
Jane Darwell. Dir. Ralph Murphy. Rel. Mar. 22. 

Mississippi. Showboat story by Booth Tarkington. Bing Crosby, W. C. Fields, 
Joan Bennett, Queenie Smith. Dir. Edw. A. Sutherland. Rel. Mar. 8. 


Menace. Three people who live in fear of death. Gertrude Michael, Paul 
Cavanagh, Henrietta Crosman. Dir. Ralph Murphy, 58 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 26. Rev. Nov. 


Taik version of the. old favorite. Pauline 


Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch. 
Dir. Norman Taurog. 78 mins. Rel. 


Lord, ZaSu Pitts, W. C. Fields. 
Oct. 19. Rev. Oct. 30. 

One Hour Late. Joe Morrison, Helen Twelvetrees, Conrad Nagel. Dir. Ralph 
Murphy. Rel. Dec 

President Vanishes, The. From current sensational novel of same title. 
Arthur Byron, Janet Beecher, Paul Kelly. Dir. Wm, A. Wellman. 80 
mins Rel. Jan. 11. Rev. Dec, 11. 

Pursuit of Happiness, The. From the stage play about bundling. Joan 
Sennett, Francis Lederer. Dir. Alex Hall. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. 
Nov. 10. 

Ready for Love. Small town romance of an actress’s daughter. 
Rich. Arlen. Dir. Marion Gering. 62 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Rocky Mountain Mystery. Western mystery story by Zane Grey. Randolph 
Scott, C ae Sale, Kathleen Burke, Mrs. Leslie Carter. Dir. Chas. Barton. 
Rel, Feb. 

Ruggles of Red ae 
game. Chas. Laughton, 
Carey. Rel. Feb. 22. 

Rumba. Society girl and New York boy meet in Havana. Geo. Raft, Carole 
Lombard, Margo. Dir. Marion Gering. Rel. Feb. 

Scarlet Empress, The. Story of Catherine of Russia. Marlene Dietrich, John 
Lotex Dir. Jos. von Sternberg. 104 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Sept. 18. 

She Loves Me Not. Stage play. Girl in college dormitory masquerades as a 
boy. Miriam Hopkins, Bing Crosby. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 85 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 11. 

Stolen Harmony. .Adventures with Ben Bernie's band. Geo. Raft, Ben Bernie, 
Grace Bradley. Dir. Alfred Werker. Rel. Mar. 29. 

Wagon Wheels. Western for a Zane Gray story. Randolph Scott, Gail Patrich. 
Dir. Chas. Barton. 56 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Oct. 9. 
Wings In the Dark. Air thriller with a rescue by a blinded aviator. 
Loy, Cary Grant. Dir. Jas. Flood. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 

You Belong to Me. State story with Helen Mack. Lee Tracy. Dir. A. L. 

Worker. 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 24. Rev. Sept. 18. 


° : Office: 1270 Sixth Ave., 
Principal New York, N. Y. 


Chandu on the Magic Island. Mystery—sequel to Return of Chandu. Bela 
Lugosi, Clara Kimball Young, Dean Benton, Phyllis Ludwig. Seven reels. 

Return of Chandu, The. Mystery story. Bela Lugosi, Clara Kimball Young, 
Dean Benton, Phyllis Ludwig. Seven-reel feature, followed by eight 
two-reel serial episodes. Rel. Oct. 


Ida Lupino, 


Harry Leon Wilson's story of a butler won in a bridge 
Mary Boland, Chas, Ruggles. Dir. Leo Mc- 


Myrna 


Studies: Hollywood, Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Calit. R.K.O. Radio Radio City, N.Y.C. 


A romance of the 1880's. A man and woman sacrifice 
Irene Dunn, John Boles, Helen Westley, 
8344 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. 


Age of Innocence. 
their love on the altar of duty. 
Julia Haydon. Dir. Philip Moeller. 
Oct. 23. 

Anne of Green Gables. The story involves the adoption, life and development 
of Anne, an orphan, at Avonlea on Prince Edward Island. Anne Shirley, 
Tom Brown, Helen Westley. O. P. Heggie, Sara Haden. Dir. George 
Nichols Jr. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. Rev. Dec. 25. 

By Your Leave. An American couple just entering into middle life take a 
short vacation away from each other, only to return secretly, relieved 
that it is all over. Frank Morgan, ‘Genevieve Tobin, Neil Hamilton, 
Marian Nixon, Glenn Anders, Gene Lockhart, Dir. Lloyd Corrigan. 82 
mins. Rel. Noy. 9. Rev. Jan. 1. 

Captain Hurricane. A story of Cape Cod and its people. James Barton, Helen 
Westley, Helen Mack. Dir. John Robertson. Rel. Mar. 1. 


Dangerous Corner. A year after he commits suicide a dead man is ex- 
onerated of theft by his brother, who demands that the group of friends 
and relatives involved tell nim the whole truth instead of trying to con- 
cea: certain facts. Virginia Bruce, Erin O’Brien-Moore, Conrad Nagel, 
Melvyn Douglas, Ian Keith, Betty Furness, Henry Wadsworth, Doris 
Lloyd. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66% mins. Rel. Oct. 5. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Enchanted April. Under the enchantment of Italian sunshine, and a romentic 


medieval castle, love comes to four unhappy English women. Ann 
Harding, Frank Morgan, Katharine. Alexander, Reginald Owen, Jane 
Baxter. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Rel. Jan. 26. 66 mins. 
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Fountain, The. From the Chas. Morgan novel Ann Harding, Brian Ahern, 
Paul Lukas. Dir. John Cromwell. 85 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. Rev. Sept. 3. 
Gay Divorcee, The. When Mimi tries to hire a gigolo she mistakes Guy 
Holden for the applicant and although they fall in love with each other 
she will not consider him until the confusion is cleared up Ginger 
Rogers, Fred Astaire, Alice Brady, Edward Everett Horton, Erik 
Rhodes, Eric Blore. Dir. Mark Sandrich. 107 mins. Rel. Oct. 19. Rev 


Nov. 20. 
Gigolette. A society beauty who loses all her money and becomes a hostess 
in a night club. Adrienne Ames, Ralph Bellamy, Donald Cook, Robert 


Armstrong. Dir. Charles Lamont. Rel. Feb, 15. 

Grand Old Girl. Glorifying the American school teacher. May Robson, Mary 
Carlisle, Fred MacMurray, Alan Hale. Dir. by John Robertson. Rel 
Jan. 18. 71% mins. 

Gridiron Flash. An habitual criminal becomes a football hero at a large unt- 
versity and proves that the essential fundamentals of good are basic- 
ally present in everybody. Eddie Quillan, Betty Furness. Grant Mitchell, 
Edgar Kennedy. Dir. Glenn Tryon. 62 mins. Rel. Oct. 26. Rev, Jan. 22. 

Hie Greatest Gamble. A father, in prison for murder, escapes in order tc 
save his daugliter from her domineering mother. Richard Dix, Dorothy 
Wilson. Dir. John Robertson. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 3 Rev. July 24. 

Kentucky Kernels. A pair of out-of-work vaudevillians adopt a small boy 
who turns out to be heir to a large Kentucky estate which is involved 
in a feud with a neighboring estate. Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, 
Mary Carlisle, Spanky McFarland, Noah Beery. Dir. George Stevens. 
75 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Jan. 8. 

Lightning Strikes Twice. A fast-moving farce which concerns itself with an 
amusing tangie of identities that result from two young men bringing 
a fan dancer home by mistake. Ben Lyon, Thelma Todd, Pert Kelton, 
Laura Hope Crews, ‘Skeets’ Gallagher, Chick Chandler, Walter Catlett. 
Dir. Ben Holmes. 64 mins. Rel. Dec, 7. 

Little Minister, The. The romance of a young Scotch minister and a gypsy 
giri, who really is the ward of a nobleman of the district. Katharine 
Hepburn, John Beal, Alan Hale. Dir. Richard Wallace. Rel. Dec. 28. 
Rev. Jan. 1 

Murder on a Honeymoon. The further adventures of the old maid, amateur 
detective, school teacher, Miss Hildegard Withers, and Inspector of 
Police Oscar Piper. This time the murder takes place on an airplane. 
Edna May Oliver, James Gleason, Lola Lane, Dorothy Libaire. Dir. 
Lloyd Corrigan. Rel. Feb, 22. 

Red Morning. Adventure in a primitive section of Papua, New Guinea. Steffi 
Duna, Regis Toomey, Raymond Hatton. Dir. Wallace Fox. 66 mins 
Rel. Dec, 14. 

Richest Girl in the World. Wealthy girl-seeks non-mercenary suitor. Miriam 
Hopkins, Joel McCrea, Fay Wray. Dir. Wm. A. Seiter. 80 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 21. 

Romance in Manhattan. A young Czecho-Slovakian enters the United States 
(his ‘promised land’) illegally and finds happiness and the chance for 
a successful future. Francis Lederer, Ginger Rogers, Arthur Hohl, 
Jimmy Buttler, J. Farrell MacDonald, Dir, Stephen Roberts. 77 mins. 
Rel. Jan. 11, Rev. Jan, 22. 

Sliver Streak, The. A fast-action melodrama in which the famous stream- 
lined train of the Burlington Railroad plays the star part. Sally Blane. 
Charles Starrett, Hardie Albright, William Farnum. Dir. Thomas At- 
kins. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 21. Rev. Jan. 22, 

Wednesday’s Child. The effect of divorce upon children. Edward Arnold, 
Karen Morley, Franklie Thomas. Dir. John Robertson. 68 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 26. Rev. Dec. 18. 

West of the Pecos. The locale is the Pecos county in New Mexico. A young 
girl, cisguised as a boy, regenerates an outlaw and wins happiness. 
Richard Dix, Martha Sleeper, Samuel Hinds, Fred Kohler. Dir. Phil 
Rosen. 66 mins. Rel. Jan, 4. Rev. Jan. 1. 

Woman in the Dark. A fast-paced melodrama about a paroled convict who 
is involved In saving a beautiful society girl from the town cad. Fay 
Wray, Ralph Bellamy, Melvyn Douglas, Roscoe Ates. Dir. Phil Rosen. 
69 mins’ Rel. Oct. 26. 


United Artists °%°** 778 Seventh Ave., 


sana * of Soe, nly = ewe, life of sponvesute Cellini. Fredric March. 

onstance Bennett, Fran organ, Fay Wray. Dir. Gregory La Cava. 

Rel. Aug. 24. Rev. Sept. 11. ’ apg 

Clive of India. The story of Clive, who founded a new British dominion— 
India. Ronald Colman, Loretta Young, Francis Lister. Dir, Richard 
Boleslawski. 92 mins. Rel. Jan. 25. Rev. Jan. 22. 

Count of Monte Cristo, The. The famous Dumas’ classic about the man who 
found a fabulous fortune and used it to revenge a great wrong. Robert 
Donat, Elissa Landi, Louis Calhern, Sidney Blackmer. Dir. Rowland 
V. Lee. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Oct. 2. 


Kid Millions. Musical spectacle in the U. S. and Egypt. Eddie Cantor, Ethel 
Merman. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 28. Rev. Nov. 13. 


&ast Gentleman, The. Shrewd and elderly millionaire cleverly foils the plang 
of his son to chisel his money away. George Arliss, Edna May 
oe Beecher and Ralph Morgan. Dir. Sidney Lanfield. Rel. 
sept. ° 

Mighty Barnum, The. Fictional story of P. T. Barnum. Wallace Beery, 
Adolphe Menjou, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Walter Lang. 87 mins. Rel. 
Dec. 25. Rev. Dec. 25. 

Yur Daily Bread. Disinherited folks from all walks of life begin all over on 
an abandoned farm. Karen Morley, Tom Keene, and Barbara Pepper. 
Produced and directed by King Vidor. Rel. Sept. 28. Rev. Oct. 9. 

Scarlet Pimpernel, The. From a novel by the Baroness Orezy. Romantic 
drama, but modern handling. Leslig Howard, Merle Oberon, Dir. Alex. 
Korda. 8&5 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 12. 

Transatlantic Merry-Go-Round. Mystery rides the waves. Music in one 
room, murder in the next. A gambler. an heiress, a comedian and a 
detective accused of a crime that rocked the whole ocean. Jack Benny, 
Gene Raymond, Nancy Carroll, Sidney Blackmer. Dir. Benjamin Stoloff 
88 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 6. 

Private Life of Don Juan. Don Juan discovers that, deprived of his name and 
reputation, he's no greater lover than the next fellow. Douglas Fair- 
banks, Merle Oberon, Benita Hume. Dir. Alex Korda. 92 mins, Rel. 
Nov. 30. Rev. Oct. 19 and Dec. 18. 

Runaway Queen. A merry maelstrom of revolution and romance. Anne 
Neagle and Fernand Graavey. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. Rel Dec. 21. 

We Live Again. A vivid new version of Tolstoy’s immortal ‘‘Resurrection.” 
Anna Sten, Frederic March, Jane Baxter, C. Aubrey Smith. Dir. Rouben 
Mamoulian. 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 6 


Studio: Universal City, ° Offices: 30 Rockefeller Center, 
Calif. Universal New York, N. Y. 
Cheating Cheaters. From Max Marcin's stage play. Fay Wray, Cesar Romero, 
Minna Gombell. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. . 67 mins. fel. Nov. 5. tev 

Dec. 11. 


Gift of Gab. Comedy-drama-musica). Edmund Lowe, G. Stuart and_ big 

ast cad screen cast. Dir. Karl Freund. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 3. Rev. 
ct. 2. 

Good Fairy, The. From Ferenc Molnar’s stage play. Margaret Sullavan, 
Herbert Marshall, Frank Morgan. Dir. Wm. Wyler. 98 mins. Rel. Feb. 
18. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Great Expectations. Drama. Henry Hull, Jane Wyatt. Dir. Stuart Walker 
tel. Oct. 22. 

Human Side, The. Drama. Adolphe Menjou, Doris Kenyon. Dir. Eddie Buz- 
zell. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Sept. 18 

It Happened in N. Y. Comedy-drama. Lyle Talbot, Gertrude Michael, Heather 
Angel. Dir. Alan Crosland. Rel. Mar. 11. 

i've Been Around. Comedy drama. Chester Morris, Rochelle Hudson, Isabelle 
Jewell. Dir. Phil Cahn. Rel. Dec, 31. 

Imitation of Life. Drama. Claudette Colbert, Warren William. Dir. John 
Stohl. 116 mins. Rel. Oct 29. Rev. Nov. 27 

Man Who Reclaimed His Head, The. From Jean Bart's stage play of French 
life. Claude Rains, Joan Bennett, Lionel Atwill. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 
Rel. Dec, 24. Rev. Jan. 15. 

Million Dollar Ransom. Comedy-drama. Edward Arnold, Mary Carlisle. Dir 
Murray Roth. Rel. Sept. 10. 

Mystery of Edwin Drood, The. From the Dickens story. Claude Raines, 
Douglass Montgomery, Heather Angel. Dir. Stuart Walker. Rel. Feb. 4. 

Night Life of the Gods. From Thorne Smith's fantastic tale. Alan Mowbray, 
Florine McKinney. Dir. Lowell Sherman. Rel. Mar. 4. 

Notorious Gentleman, A. Mystery-murder, Charles Bickford, Helen Vinson. 
Dir. Ed. Laemmle. Rel. Jan, 21. 

One Exciting Adventure. Comedy-drama. Binnie Barnes, Neil Hamilton. Dir 
El L. Gvank. 70 mins. Rel, Oct. 15. Rev. Jan. 1 

Princess O’Hara. Damon Runyon comedy. Chester Morris, Jean Parker. Dir. 
David Burton. Rel. Mar. 18. 

Rendezvous at Midnight. Murder-mystery. Ralph Bellamy, Valerie Hobson. 
Dir, Christy Cabanne. Rel. Feb, 11. 

Rocky Rhodes. Western. Buck Jones. Dir. Al Raboch. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 

Rev. Jan. 1. 


Romance in the Rain. Comedy-drama of a slum cinderella. eger Pryor, Vic- |. 


tor Moore and Heather Angel. Dir. Stuart Walker. Aug. 13. 75 mins 
Rev. Sept. 11. 

Secret of the Chateau. Mystery story. Claire Dodd, Clark Williams. Dir. 
Rich, Thorpe. 68 mins, Rel. Deo. 3 Rey. Feb. 6. 





Comedy drama. Roger Pryor, June Clayworth, 
Rel. Dec. 10. Rev. Feb. 5. 


Baby Jane, Mary Astor, Roger Pryor. 


Strange Wives. 


Straight from the Heart. 
Neumann. Rel. Jan. 14. 


There's Always Tomorrow. 
Rel. Sept. 17. Rev. Nov. 1 
Politics, romance and mystery. 
Dir. Ed. Buzzell. Rel. Feb, 22. 
Russ Columbo, Roger Pryor, June Knight. 
Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 16. 
Buck Jones western. Dir. Alan Jones. 60 mins. 


Transient Lad 


Wake Up and Dream. Musical. 
Dir. Kurt Neumann. 


When a Man Sees Red. 


studios. Burbank. 
y Cc 


Warner Brothers 


Big Hearted Herbert. From the stage farce. 


licking from his modern family. 


Mother and daughter in a battle for iove. 


Verree Teasdale. Dir. Archie Mayo. 68 mins, Rel. Sept. 


Wm, Dieterle. 
Gold Diggers of 1935. 


King bo oe Fite. Wm. Gargan, Patricia Ellis. 
Mystery and murder in a diamond theft. 
Dir. Robert Florey. Rel. Nov. 24. Rev. Jan. 8. 
Love of a beautiful society girl for a half mad and totally 
Kay Francis, Warren William, George Brent. 
Rel. Mar. 2. 


1 Am a Thief, 


Living on Velvet. 
irresponsible aviator. 
Frank Borzage. 

Madame Du Barry. Drama of the lady who made history sit up and take 

with comedy twists. Dolores Del Rio, Reginald Owen, Osgood 

Perkins, Verree Teasdale, Victor Jory, Dorothy Tree, Helen Lowell. 

Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 30. 

Dynamic drama of auto race tracks. 

Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 61 mins. Rel. Feb, 2. 

Romance in which two brothers love the same woman 
and one ends his life so that his wife can find happiness with the other. 
Josephine Hutchinson, George Brent, Colin Clive. 68 mins. 
Keighley. Rel. Jan. 26. 

Secret Bride, The. 
baffling murders and a suicide. 
Dir. Wm, Dieterle. 


St. Louis Kid, The. 


William Dieterie. 
Red Hot Tires. 


Right to Live, The. 


Sweet Adeline, 


Rudy Vallee, Ann Dvorak. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 
Detective yarn, Jean Muir, Ricardo Cortez. 
Rel, Jan. 19. Rey. Jan. 15. 


ne ee Slept. Aline MacMahon, Guy Kibbee. Dir. Ray Enright. 
21, Mar. 9. 


Sweet Music. 
White Cockatoo, The. 


Woman In Red. 
Robt. Florey. 


Are We Civilized? (Raspin). 


Battle, The. 


Nicholas Farkas. 


Gigolo story. 
uly. Rev. July 24. 
Arraignment of munition makers. Mostly 


canetae Man. 


Dealers In Death (Topical Film). 
Rev. Dec. 18 


Canadian police story. 
Worth. Dir. Ray Taylor. 63 mins. Rev. Jan. 8 

Samoan nature story. 73 mins. Rev. Feb. 6. 
Story of a temperamental director and a racke- 
lyde, Frank Albertson. Dir. Breezy Eason. 53 mins, Rev. 


Fighting Trooper, The. 
Hei Tikl (Markey). 
Hollywood Myster 
‘! Can’t Escape (Syndicate). 


Inside Information. 


Marrying Widows (Tower). 


Ticket to Crime (Beacon). 
War Is a Racket (Eureka). 


Young and Beautiful (Mascot). 


Rev. Sept. 25. 


Drama. Frank ereen. Lois Wilson. 


Rel. Jan. 5. Rev. Jan, 29. 


Rel. Mar. 30. 
Introducing a new film sieuth. Warren Wil- 
Dir. Alan Crosland. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. 


Devil Dogs of the Air. Rollicking comedy drama romance of the aviation corps 
James Cagney, Pat O’Brien. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 
Rev. Feb. 12. 


Firebird. Murder mystery in Austria. 


Thrilling drama of political intrigue which results in two 

Barbara Stanwyck, Warren William. 

64 mins. Rel. Dec. 22. Rev. Feb. 5. 
James Cagney, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Ray Enright. 

Rel. Oct. 10. Rev. Nov. 6. 

From the stage operetta. Irene Dunne. Dir. Merwyn LeRoy. 


Rev. Jan. 8. 


Young wife faces scandal to save a man from conviction of 
Barbara Stanwyck, Gene Raymond, Genevieve Tobin. 
Rel. Feb. 16. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Propaganda for peace. Dir. Edwin Carewe. 
Rev. June 19. 
French-made story of a Jap naval officer who 
sacrifices his wife for his country. Charles Boyer, Merle Oberon. 
85 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Nov. 27. 
(Blue Star.) John Wayne Western. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 54 
Rel. July. Rev. July 17. 
Cross Streets (Invincible). 

skilled operation. 


Story of a down and out surgeon who performs a 
Frank Craven, Sally Blane. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 


Reginald Denny, Judith Allen. Dir. Al Ray. 


Ex-convict goes straight. Onslow Stevens, Lila 
Dir. Otto Brower. 59 mins. Rev. Sept. 3. 
(Stage and Screen.) 


Young widow gets her wish. Judith Allen, 
Minna Gombell, John Mack Brown. Dir. Sam Newfield. 67 mins. 


Comedy detective story. Ralph Graves. 
Dir. Lewis D. Collins. 66 mins. Rev. Dec. 25. 
Paste up of newsreel clips with some new mate- 


Dir. Rich. 


Henry Hull, Gene Raymond, 


Offices: 321 W. 44th St, 
New York. N. ¥ 
Old-fashioned father takes a 
Guy Kibbee, Aline McMahon, Patricia 
Dir. Wm. Keighley. 60 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. Nov. 
Life of an ambitious and magnetic foreign youth in his battle 
to fit himself into American conditions. 
Archie Mayo. 
Case of the Curious Bride. Warren William, Phillip Reed, Margaret Lindsay. 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. 0 
Case of the Howling Dog, The. 
a ed Astor. 


Paul Muni, Bette Davis. 


Jean Muir, Geo. Brent, 


Verree Teasdale, Ricardo Cortez. 

75 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 20 

Dick Powell, Adolphe Menjou, Gloria Stuart, Alice 

Brady. Dir. Busby Berkeley. Rel. Mar. 16. 

Two mid-west manicurists on a jamboree. 

lenda Farrell, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Wm. Keighley. 
6 


Joan Blon- 
64 mins. 


Dir. Wm. H. McGann, 


Mary Astor. Ricardo 


Lyle Talbot, 


Rel. Feb. 23. 


Kermit Maynard, Barbara 


Detective reporter and a dog. Rex 

Lease Marion Schilling. Dir. Robt. E. Hill. 38 mins. Rev. Jan, 8. 

Man from Hell, The. (Marcy). Western. Bob Russell. Dir. Lew Collins. 
Oct. 


Studio story with the Wampa’s baby stars. 
Wm. Haines, Judith Allen. Dir. Jos. Santley. 68 mins. Rel. 





Theatre Wins Verdict 
. 9 . . 

In Kid’s Injury Suit 

Stroudsburg, Pa. Feb. 19. 
Fred Scheurman, 
trading as H. A. Scheurman and 
Son, of the Sherman theatre, were 
granted a compulsory non-suit in 
a case involving the theatre and the 
parents of a patron. 


severe case of St. 








en 9. 


Rush Cal. Beach Season, 
Open Theatre This Month 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 
Fox West Coast will try out an 
experiment of opening its Hermosa 
theatre at Hermosa Beach, nearby 
resort, two months ahead of sched- 
ule this year. Co-operating 


Duals Survive 
Efforts to End 
Em in So. Cal, 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 

Repeated efforts to wipe out 
double bills in Southern California 
have been fruitless, according to 
latest figures. Of 383 operating 
theatres in this territory, more than 
350 are still playing duals. 

In Los Angeles there are only six 
houses observing the single picture 
policy, and five of these are de- 
luxers—Paramount, Loew's State, 
RKO Hillstreet, Warners Hollywood 
and Chinese. A mixed policy, with 
two features one week and a single 
the next, has been adopted by 10 
Los Angeles houses. 


Publix Stops 2 
St. Paul Indies 
On Bank Nights 


Minneapolis, Feb. 19. 


Publix Circuit has obtained orders 
from the local grievance board com- 
pelling the Strand and Garrick, St. 
Paul loop independent houses, to 
cease and desist holding ‘bank 
night.’ 

Hearings on similar Publix cases, 
charging three Minneapolis inde- 
pendent neighborhood and suburban 
houses with code violation by un- 
fair ‘bank night’ competition, Were 
postponed for two weeks because o 
respondent’s inability to appear. 

W. A. Steffes, president of North- 
west Allied States, and 8S. P. Hal- 
pern, theatrical attorney, repre- 
sented the St. Paul Strand and 
Garrick. Hearing included some 
hot verbal exchanges, 


L. A. Exhibs East to Set 
Skouras Operation Deal 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 


Mike Rosenberg and_ Sherrill 
Cohen pulled out last night on The 
Chief for New York, where they go 
into a huddle with Spyros and 
Charles Skouras on future opera- 
tion policies of the Los Angeles 
downtown theatre pool, in which 
the Skourases are interested. 


Houses involved are these of 
Principal Theatres, of which Rosen- 
berg is operating head; the Or- 
pheum and Rialto, operated by 
Sherrill and Lawrence Cohen, and 
the Roxie, a Gus Metzger venture. 

Cohen will scout vaude talent 
while on Broadway, for possible 
import to the Orpheum, and also 
expects to put in some time in Chi- 
cago on his way back on similar 
business. 




















Pa. Exhibs Ready 
For Tax Battle 


Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 


Under the direction of Lewen 
Pizor, president, the MPTO of 
Pennsylvania are planning their 
campaign against the proposed 10% 
state tax on amusements. A legis- 
lative committee includes M. E, 
Comerford, Michael Egnal, Herbert 
Coane, George P. Aarons and Herb 
Effinger. 





the Chamber of Commerce 
At a special morning showing in/other civic organizations 
May, 1932, the plaintiff an 1l-year-| beach town, which is staging 
old girl, now deceased, reached for 
a door handle, missed it and plunged 
her hand and arm through a pane | 


of glass in a lobby door. 
that the child suffered not 


drive for early trade, George 
ser, circuit district manager, is un- | 
shuttering the Hermosa Feb, 22. 
House, which ordinarily does not 
Suit al-/ start its summer season 
around April 15, will again be man- 
only deep wounds and great loss of | aged by Bob Sprowl, president 
blood, but the shock resulted in a|/the Hermosa Junior Chamber 
Vitus dance.| Commerce. 
developed pneumonia, = a fleets 
which aggravated the other illness, 


although she recovered, her EMBASSY, S. F., SHIFTS 


condition was such that she again San Francisco, Feb. 
and died. Fox-West Coast and Gore 
Plaintiff sued to recover damages 
from the Sherman theatre. 
The judge, on a motion 
attorney for the defendant, granted 


relinquished lease of the Embassy 
; theatre here to Baldwin Investment 
by the/Co., which in turn gave five-yea 
lease to Herman L. Cohen, ope 
on the | f the United Artist theatres at 
zrounds that the plaintiff had failed | aggregate of $95,000. 
to prove any neglect on the part of 
the defendant, 


ouse has been closed 


yasoline, tobacco and amusements 


the | 2re three items mentioned for taxa- 
[tion by the newly-elected Demoe- 


cratic state administration. 


WB-RKO Tiff 


Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 19. 
Continued RKO tenancy of the 
Strand, sub-leased from Warners in 
connection with a product deal, was 


| reported hanging in the balance to- 
| day (Tuesday) as a result of a 


ries of differences irritating both 


inarties 


i 


Warner dissatisfaction found ex- 


_| pression last week when the print 
of ‘Woman in Red,’ underlined for 


Paramount, also under RKO 


Ifouse refused the print, and then 
luled for the 


_ 
‘\ Piliei 


Strand, was scratched by RKO, ~~ 


a 


Oe Pie se ae 


+ wk ceo 


a eh ae hot Page 





“T 








i 
| 
T 7 ‘ 
“4 








SEW cane he ee RR eal Eta 
—s 


a a eee 


1 
i} 
1 
t). 
’ 
a 





. 
' 


— " 
one ee ns 








VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, February 20, 1935 


ee, 








= 


+ BOTH SIDES AGREE THERE 





MUST BE A 


SHOWDOWN ON RADIO-NEWS QUESTION 


Got to Come, and Soon, Is Belief—A.P.’s Flantasten| A. P. RILES THE SOUTH 
Boner Aggravated Matters—Report Publishers 
in Get-Together Shortly 


+ 


Some sort of a showdown between 
the newspapers and radio on the 
disturbing question of news-broad- 
casting must come _ soon. This 
seems to be the growing conviction 
of radio itself. And the publishers 
appear to have the same idea. 

NBC initiated a compromise peace 
with the press, but this has never 
been ratified by scores of important 
radio stations which refuse to yield 
their independence on the subject. 
Columbia joined the official peace 
pact after pioneering the aggressive 
gathering of news, but in event of 
a rupture of the status quo is be- 
lieved ready to re-establish its news 
organization. 

Publishers look upon radio pre- 
empting of news as a challenge to 
the very life-blood of the fourth es- 
tate. Advertising opposition of 
radio is almost a miner considera- 
tion compared to the menace . of 
news-grabbing by stations. Dozens 
of stations consistently scoop the 
press i. various communities on im- 
portant happenings, although in 
other towns the press-radio agree- 
ment has been observed and a more 
congenial relationship established. 

Friction 

Friction between radio and pub- 
lishers was dramatized last week 
when the A. P. blundered on the 
Bayptmenn verdict. Stations broad- 
asting the A. P. boner and forced 
to carry an apology later were 
vastly irked when opposition sta- 
tions subscribing to the freelance 
Trans-Radio service chortled glee- 
fully about having the correct ver- 
dict. 

This incident may represent 
nothing more than bad luck for 
A. P. and good luck for Trans- 
Radio. But its force as an argu- 
ment among station operators could 
not be discounted by any explana- 
tion of crossed signals. Some radio 
observers claimed that the clocking 
of the A. P. flash did not confirm 
the official explanation that a code 
intended for the New York Daily 
News had gotten balled up. That 
would be plausible, the radioites ar- 
gued, if the A, P. flash had not come 
through before the jury apparently 
had left the deliberation chamber. 

Under the  publisher-dominated 
press-radio dissemination method 
develpoments'_ all through’ the 
Hauptmann case had to go by tele- 
type to New York for re-editing be- 
fore sending to the stations. Un- 
der this system of delay it was sim- 
ple enough for Trans-Radio to get 
the jump on clearance. 

Reports reaching radio circles in 
New York mention magazine and 
newspaper publishers as joining an- 
other general marshalling of the 
enemies of broadcasting in Wash- 
ington. That’s nebulous but fore- 
boding. . 





In anticipation of a possible blow- 
up of the Press-Radio pact Colum- 
bia has inserted a recapture clause 
in its contracts with clients who buy 
the 10-minute spots following the 
periodic news bulletin broadcasts. 
Clause provides that in the event 
these five-minute news periods are 


abolished the account will either 
buy the full quarter h ir segment 
or accept cancellation wf the con- 


tract. 

NBC, which instigated the agree- 
ment with the newspaper publishers 
and press association, has not taken 
similar action with regard to these 
10-minute accounts. has four cus- 
tomers of this classification on its 
books, two on the blue (WJZ) daily, 
omé on the red (WEAF) daily and 
one on the latter link Sunday morn- 
ings. 


Jimmy Aloz Off NBC 


Jimmy <Aloz, brought in last No- 
vember to handle the registration 
of talent not under regular contract 
to the web, leaves the NBC Artists 
Service this Saturday (23). Aloz’s 
job will not be filled. He was for- 
merly an RKO booker. 

Harold Kemp, currently on the 
west coast, will return to his post 
of band department manager in the 
home office after he has established 
@ Hollywood branch and put a man 


ia_charge. 





I > 





KNX’s Latest Newser 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
KNX is adding another 15-min. 
schedule to its news broadcasting 
in order to satisfy listeners in 
Hawaii, Alaska and the Pacific 
islands who are from two to three 

hours behind Los Angeles in time. 
New period is from 11:30 to 11:45 





p.m. Bulletin will be a rewrite of 
the nine o'clock edition plus late 
flashes. 


Col. Arnold to Head 
Fed’! Examiners’ Div. 


Washington, Feb. 19. 
Col. Davis G. Arnold, of Rhode 
Island, was selected last week to 
head the Federal Communications 
Commission examiners’ division. 
Col. Arnold has practiced law 
throughout the country and served 
in Mexico and France from 1916 to 
1919. 








Storer Pays Cabooch 


Tony Cabooch has settled his con- 
tract differences with George B. 
Storer. When the American Broad- 
casting System pulled out of 
WMCA, New York, Cabooch filed 
with Storer 2 claim for seven weeks’ 
salary, which the dialectician said 
was due him in lieu of the period 
that his contract had to go. Origi- 
nal term was for 26 weeks. 

Cash settlement was effected with 
Storer by Caboocnh’s manager, Jack 
Lavin. 


+ 








Hauptmann Muff Prime Topic In 
Dixie 





Birmingham, Feb. 19. 


That false verdict of the Associ- 
ated Press caused quite a stir in 
radio and newspaper circles down 
here. WBRC barely missed blurbing 
the wrong report but before the 
announcer could get it out one of 
the telegraph companies flashed the 
correct verdict to the station. 
WBRC in Columbia. WSGN, 
through Trans-Radio had the cor- 
rect dope. 

Local sheets did not extra on the 
wrong report. Early edition of the 
morning ‘Age-Herald’ had just been 
wheeled out to the streets. Cor- 
rection was made before the next 
edition went to bed. 

James G. Stahlman, publisher of 
the Nashville, Tenn., ‘Banner’ boiled 
because of the fake report. He sent 
a wire to Kent Cooper, general 
manager of AP reading: ‘the er- 
roneous bulletin on Hauptmann ver- 
dict put out by AP was bad enough 
and inexcusable in itself but to 
have waited 11 minutes to kill the 
error is indefensible. It caused un- 
told confusion, premature and er- 
roneous extras and otherwise made 
newspapers the public laughing 
stock. There’s nothing comparable 
to it since the premature armistice 
story of sainted memory.’ 

‘Banner’ next day in a two colui -n 
story on page one ran the story of 
AP’s excuse, which was put on the 
wire from New York. A follow 
quoted Stahlman’s telegram. The 
entire layout was slugged: ‘AP has 
flimsy alibi for boner on Hauptmann 
verdict.’ Practically every paper 
carried AP’s explanation. 





Ken Boucher heading Free & 
Sleininger’s San Francisco office, 
has moved into new quarters in the 
Russ Building on the coast, 








Broadcasting of News Radio's 
Biggest Headache on Coast 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Radio stations which include 
news broadcasting on their sched- 
ules are slowly building up a ‘must 
not’ list, embracing the types of 
news that should not go out over 
the ether. 

List has been growing as a result 
of headaches that follow’ the 
broadcasting of a particular piece 
of news that is controversial. It 
appears that radio listeners are 
more susceptible to picking fights 
over such types of news than news- 
paper readers. 

Plus this is a list of material that 
doesn’t get the listeners fighting 
mad, but, nevertheless, has the fans 
clogging the station’s telephones for 
more information. This is the type 
of news which causes listeners to 
see a new job for themselves in 
some item broadcast. Then there 
is the host of would-be good 
samaritans, who, upon learning 
from their radio that someone is 


suffering from a strange malady, 
will call up the station with a 
remedy. 

Recently KNX had a 25-word 


item on its news broadcast that re- 
sulted in an avalanche of letters 
ind many telephore calls. Item was 
about the difficulty the probate 
court had in Philadelphia settling 
the estate of Jacob Baker, who died 
extremely wealthy and without ap- 
parent heirs. 

Station figures that every one by 
the name of Baker in the west 
either wrote or telephoned the sta- 
tion for more information, all of 
them figuring they were entitled to 
some of the windfall. Station has 
listed such items hereafter as ver- 
boten. 

Another item that a certain 
woman had hiccoughed constantly 
for 21 days brought an equal quota 
of trouble for the station from p-r- 
sons calling up with home remedies 
through which the woman could be 
relieved. 

Can't Rib Huey 
can rib 





Although newspapers 


Huey Long by calling him the 


Kingfish, stations out here dare not 
take that chance. A couple of 
facetious remarks about Long 
brought out the fact that a big 
percentage of the population out 
here regard Huey as a champion, 
and resent any satirical harpoons 
thrown in his direction. Floods of 
denunciatory letters to stations now 
have the broadcasters referring at 
all times to the firebrand as Senator 
Huey Long whenever there's occa- 
sion to use his name. And all news 
about him now is strictly on the 
level. 

Stations also have eliminated 
from their news broadcasts seem- 
ingly insignificant items from 
Washington, such as ‘Postmaster 
General Farley okays examinations 
for 120 new postmasters.’ This par- 
ticular piece of information tied up 
a station for several hours, by the 
hundreds of telephone calls from 
would-be postmasters who wanted 
more information. 

Another headache for  news- 
broadcasting stations are items that 
have to do with local banks. No 
matter what the bank news is 
about, it is sure to start a rumor 
that this or that bank is shaky, 
radio men claim. Broadcasters are 
now particular about the wording 
of any bank item with one station 
having a rule that in its bulletins 
the name of the bank must be read 
twice. 

Stations also have a ‘must not’ 
on flashes that tell of the finding of 
an unidentified body, unless there 
is something about the case to give 
it particular importance. Such 
broadcasting of insignificant items, 
it has been found, always brings a 
barrage of calls asking for more in- 
formation from parents who believe 
that the body might be that of a 
missing kin. 

Latter type of news brought out 
the pathetic fact from telephone 
ealls that three different women in 
Los Angeles listen to every broad- 
cast hoping to get information of 





their sons, all of whom disappeared 
from home years ago. 





Radio Taxis’ Scoop 


Special editions of the tab- 
loids were rushed to midtown 
upon the flash that Bruno 
Richard Hauptmann had been 
found guilty of first degree 
murder in the Lindbergh kid- 
nap case, but Broadway was 
aware of the result before the 
papers reached the _ street. 
Every parked taxicab seemed 
to have tuned its radio set in 
for the news. 

Verdict was announced at 
show-break and word spread 
rapidly. 











Against Own Desires, 


Dailies Air News to 
Stop Big Advertiser: 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 
Hitting back at Kaufman's, Pitts- 
burgh's leading department store, 
three Pittsburgh newspapers have 
smashed wide open their agreement 


hitting the ether now with simul- 
taneous flashes on three different 
stations. Dailies claim move is en- 
tirely in self-protection, pointing to 
fact that Kaufman’s action is a 
competitive move. 

Couple of months ago department 
store bought time on WJAS, outlet 
for CBS here, and contracted for 
regular news releases to go on the 
air twice — nightly. Newspapers 
asked the mercantile boys to lay off, 
and when turned down they took 
matters in their own hands. 
Meeting of publishers’ association 
led to decision to resume news 
broadcasts and lid was blown off 
over-week-end. In addition, news- 
papers are tossing in their columnar 
name strength in conjunction with 
newscasters in an effort to attract 
even more listening power. While 
they havn't said so, it's understood 
that sheets will abandon news 
broadcasts again once Kaufman's 
has gone off the air with this type 
of commercial. 

Present setup has Jimmy Murray 
on WCAE, Hearst station, for ‘Sun- 
Telegraph,’ Cy King on KDKA for 
‘Press’ and Walt Framer on WWSW 
for ‘Post-Gazette,’ paper owning and 
operating the station. Dailies claim 
that violation of the news agree- 
ment by an outsider, meaning the 
department store, had cut in on cir- 
culation, and while publishers still 
feel they’re not helping situation 
any by going back to flash broad- 
casts again, they’re out to teach 
Kaufman's a lesson. 

What makes the whole situation 
even more ticklish is the fact that 
Kaufman's is the biggest single 
Pittsburgh advertiser in all three 
newspapers. Situation may yet pre- 
cipitate a crisis, but boys are still 
awaiting developments. 

Flock of the paper broadcasts are 
being arranged to go on at exactly 
the same time that Kaufman’s airs 
its flashes from WJAS. Acuteness 
of the store’s competition was felt 
particularly during the Hauptmann 
trial, when expected increases in 
circulation failed to materialize. 





Rudy Vallee Sued 


Boston, Feb. 19. 

Co-incidental with Rudy Vallee’s 
victory in the Fay Webb suit in 
New York he was sued for the 
third time in Middlesex Superior 
court here for $5,000 by Mrs. Flor- 
iana M. Whitney of Belmont, Mass., 
in connection with an automobile 
accident last June 20 in which 
Vallee’s chauffeur was involved. 

Vallee was previously sued by 
two other Boston persons, one for 
$20,000, the other for $5,000 as a re- 
sult of the same accident. Mrs. 
Whitney claims the chauffeur was 
responsible for overturning a car in 
which she was riding in Newbury, 
Mass., on the June date, resulting in 
injuries to her that prevent her 
from continuing her former occupa- 
tion. 

No date set for trial of the three 
suits, 





Colum. News Sponsored 


Columbus, Feb, 19. 

Ward Baking Co. has contracted 
for Bob French, news commentator, 
on WAIU, with the deal calling for 
a quarter hour daily over a period 
of 52 weeks. Booking was handled 
for the local Ward distrib by 
Fletcher & Ellis. 

Program’s merchandising tie-in 
will be with the local indie chains 


not to broadcast news and.are all}. 


HEARST WANTS 
CHI STATION 
AND BADLY 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Hearst radio interests are re- 
ported desperate for an outlet in 
Chicago. Practically every station 
in town has _ received an _ offer. 
Hearst offer to WCFL, Chicago 
Federation of Labor station, is re- 

ported as $150,000. Not accepted. 


There is an arrangement with 
NBC's outlet, WENR, made. after 
KYW moved to Philadelphia, but 


that’s not working out too happily. 
Recently the two Hearst dailies had 
to plank down coin for time on 
WBBM, the Columbia outlet, in 
order to advertise its newspaper 
syndicate stuff. 

Latest possibility is. that Hearst 
will buy up a group of one-lungers 
in the neighborhoods and either 
merge them or scrap all but one 
and ask a strong signal for the one 
retained. 

a oe 
Equity In Radio 
(Continued from page 1) 
ported a sizzler. Malcontents 
charge that Equity has muffed cut 
in vaudeville, surrendered jurisdic- 
tion in motion pictures to an inde- 
pendent group with only nominal 
Equity affiliation, and unless be- 
stirring itself will see the parade go 

by in broadcasting. 

Equityites take the position th t 
chiseling and sharp practices by 
agencies, sponsors, managers, etc., 
are prevalent in radio today, and 
that the only difference noticeable 
since the big grifting days of 1929- 
30-31 is that some of the chiselers 
are today a little more circumspect 
and guarded in tactics. 

Want Extra Coin 

Special point of objection is the 
custom of making electrical tran- 
scriptions from network  broad- 
casts without giving the actors ad- 
ditional remuneration. Equity is 
reported seeking the support of 
Senator Wagner (Dem, N. Y.) to 
espouse a congressional enactment 
making this unlawful. 

Actors’ org is aware of the unique 
problems that confront organiza- 
tional work in radio and the task of 
finding a qualified organizer is evi- 
dently tough. It is said that some- 
body not an actor, but familiar 
with radio advertising, is sought to 
campaign for members. Witho gt 
such familiarity, it is felt the 
Equity deputy would get lost in the 
labyrinth of a complex and com- 
paratively new business. 

Singers and vaudevillians within 
radio are a particular objective of 
Equity. It is felt that the dramatic 
actors are already either members 
of Equity or acquainted with the 
association. Proposed contract for 
radio would regulate compensation 
and length of rehearsals, scale for 
re-broadcasts, transcriptions taken 
from a broadcast performance, and 
conditions of employment gen- 
erally, 

Whether the most sanguine hopes 
of Equity extend beyond New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco and larger broadcast centres 
is not known. Seemingly it is pro- 
posed to attack program-by-pro- 
gram or agency-by-agency in the 
realization that leverage on the 
broadcasting industry as a whole 
is beyond the geometry of realities, 

Stations, advertising agencies, 
and networks have been instinc- 
tively, rather than specifically, op- 
posed to Equity. While there is a 
fair-minded acknowledgement in 
the higher class group of execu- 
tives that abuses of talent are 
pretty bad, Equity as a spokesman 
for radio talent hasn't appeared 
very plausible. 

Willingness of talent to be ex- 
ploited, fierce competitive pressure 
at the bottom of the pile, the gen- 
eral confusion and ignorance of 
actors from legit, vaude, etc., when 
trying to crash radio have ad- 
mittedly provided ideal opportunf- 
ties for the sharp-shooters. Equity 
to date has simply presented itself 
as a candidate for the job of repre- 
senting radio talent. It has not 
gathered much data, has not had 
manpower familiar with radio, and 
has never dramatized the abuses 
which are perpetrated against 
radio performers. It is probably 
true that the great majority of 
radio performers not recruits from 
show business itself hardly know 








and indie grocery stores. 


what Equity is. 


-€& 


| 
| 
' 








; 





Wednesday, February 20, 1935 


RADIO 














VARIETY 35 


----— 





CLEAR CHANNEL POLITICS 





. 4 


Radios Name Craze 





In their mad desire for names and nothing else, radio sponsors, ap- 
parently without realizing it, are passing up a rich source of talent. 
Vaudeville field and legitimate theatre are wide open hunting grounds for 
radio, but radio thus far has confined most of its pot shots to the big 


dough game only. 





To this chase for ready-made stars, in face of the fact that there 
aren’t enough established names to go around and probably never will 
be, is attributed radio’s failure to develop star performers of native 
origin. Not only has radio's. talent-finding in 10 years of commercial 
broadcasting been far from commensurate with its progress in other 
lines, but in this respect radio has also lagged behind other and less 
prosperous amusement branches. 





Sponsors and the advertising agencies that buy their talent are equally 
responsible for the costly name craze. Sponsor won't consider a name 
that isn’t known by reputation. Agency is motivated either by the 
necessity of catering to the sponsor’s whim, fear of gambling on some- 
thing of unproved quality or a lack of progressive showmanship. 





As far as the artists’ representatives (agents) are concerned, the name- 
only craze is a satisfactory arrangement because the sale of a name for 
radio means big money immediately, while the sale of a little known 
artist commanding only a moderate salary at the start calls for patience 
and a long wait for the big coin. There are other agents not fortunate 
enough to be representatives of stars, and these would prefer a market 
for lesser knowns, but it’s seldom that an ad agency will listen to them. 





As a result of the agencies and sponsors’ name preference, the. star 
field has been almost completely milked, and radio is stumped at the 
present moment. Some of the stars made good on the air and they are 
among the big air names of today. But many more flunked the ether 
test. That about everything in the name line has been tried by radio 
gives rise to the thought that eventually radio may be forced to give the 
others a chance, but up to now there have been no signs of such an 


intent. 





Numerous potential advertisers have preferred to stay off the air 
when balked in their efforts to land names. It is possible that they 
might have developed stars of their own had they searched the lower 
talent brackets, but none was willing to take a chance, 





Although radio’s talent quests among the secondary strata have been 
negligible, the few attempts have uncovered considerable meritorious 
talent. The best example of the development of small time stage talent 
nto radio star calibre is Amos 'n’ Andy. Other acts that rated no better 
than moderately as stage names before radio grabbed them are Burns 
and Allen, Bing Crosby, Kate Smith, Jane Froman, Ray Perkins, Block 
and Sully, Fred Allen, Gertrude Niesen, James Melton, Mills Bros., Wayne 
King, Rubinoff, Arthur Tracy, Walter O’Keefe, Guy Lombardo, Sam 


Hearn and Myrtle Vail. 





Meanwhile the name-craze records show that radio has missed more 
eften that it has hit. The radio public is pretty hard boiled in its talent 
tastes; it will reject the biggest star as quickly as the smallest actor, 
ence the star proves unworthy. 

There is no evidence to show that sponsors won't find as many poten- 
tial ether stars among the unknowns as among the names. With this 
in mind, there are several hundred first rate players in vaudeville and 
legit marking time till that ether opportunity comes along. 

STAN HUBBARD J. Leslie Fox May Also Join Pub’s 
Organization 
SIGNS WITH Chicago, Feb. 19. 
Hearst radio is grabbing topnotch 
Billings of KSTP, Minneapolis-St. 
Paul. He goes to WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh as G.M. Pete Peterson, of 
—“ other passing into the Hearst 
broadcast fold. He will serve out 
of New York as sales stirrer-upper 
Also in prospect for a Hearst con- 
nection is J. Leslie Fox, until last 
week commercial manager’ of 


executives. Latest recruit is Ford 
NBC 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert is an- 

and station contact. 

WGAR, Cleveland. Fox has been 





FORD BILLINGS TO HEARST 








St. Paul, Feb. 19. 


Stanley Hubbard of station KSTP 
signed the new compensation 
ntract offered by NBC. Hubbard 
— acceptance, but declines to 
vulge any information beyond 


fiving his okay to the pact. 
Niles Trammel from Chicago con- 
tacted KSTP. 





Kansas City, Feb. 19. 
Kansas City Star station, WDAF, 
reported okaying the NBC 20- 
0% sliding scale contract offered 
by NBC. 
Bing Smith for station WREN, 
@ other local NBC affiliate, has 
so signatured the new terms, 





Clipp of NBC at WFIL 


Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 
Roger W. Clipp of the NBC sta- 
tion relations department moves 
ere to WFIL this week as office 
oe. Appointment was made 
ugh Don Withycomb, studio 
ef, who was associated with 
Pp at Radio City until he came 
ere recently himself. 
As Withyoomb’s assistant in New 
ork Clipp supervised operations of 
KA, Pittsburgh; WBZ, Boston; 
AM, Springfield; WRC, Wash- 





ington, ang K en He be- 
aing qeily 074 i a 


huddling in Chicago with Hearst 
execs, Edward Aleshire, former 
agency radio exec and more re- 
cently with the Storer chain, is on 
the Hearst maybe roster, 

Although Ford Billings’ contract 
with KSTP had until July, 1935, to 
run, Stan Hubbard released him to 
allow him to answer opportunity’s 
knock. 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 

Ford Billings coming in from 
KSTP, Minneapolis, sends Chester 
Thomas back to WINS, New York, 
as assistant general manager and 
program director. 

It’s the fourth chief WCAE has 
had since Jesse L. Kaufman left a 
year ago to head the Hearst radio 
enterprises, Other two were Fred 
Weston and Jack Stewart. 





Conquest Names Canizares 
Havana, Feb. 11. 
Conquest Alliance Co. of New 
York has extended ite activities to 
Cuba. Has appointed Rene Caniz- 
ares as its general representative. 
Also contemplating establishing a 
branch office here. 





EE STALLING 
ON 40 CASES 


Congressional Suspicion . of 
Federal Communications 
Commission Reported as 
Complicating the Prob- 
lems of Wavelengths 





BIG BIZ SLANT 





Washington, Feb. 19. 


Weeks of additional delay by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion in declaring the future Amer- 
ican policy on clear channels is 
looked for in industry circles here 
as result of Congressional suspicion 
of radio rulers, 

Watchers are reconciled to long- 
drawn-out pondering by Commish 
before the issue is settled in the 
640 case involving KFI’s right to 
exclusive use of this frequency. 
Congressional pressure enlisted by 
defenders and attackers of clear- 
channel principle is complicating 
the matter and has the Commish on 
a plenty warm spot. 

Possibility that decision will be 
held back until legislators clean up 
their desks and go back to the 
sticks is seen in the leisurely man- 
ner which the KFI case has been 
handled. 

Whether Commish is stalling de- 
liberately or conscientiously en- 
deavoring to wind up the proceed- 
ing, watchers feel that there will be 
serious repercussions no matter 
how the matter ig settled. Court 
challenges are regarded as inevit- 
able regardless of the way the 
Commish leans, 

‘Leniency Charge 

Congressional criticism of the 
Commish’s leniency toward big 
stations and networks has given 
rise to a fear that KFI may take it 
on the chin so that members can 
improve their standing at the 
Capitol. Also reported that Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee is 
on the verge of making its own 
study of the principle of maintain- 
ing certain frequencies for exclu- 
sive use of various broadcasters 
and will look into charges of 
favoritism in handing out valuable 
assignments. 

Whole clear-channel principle is 
at stake and number of demands 
for abandonment of the policy is in- 
creasing rapidly. With pressure 
for break-down of channels coming 
from within and outside the indus- 
try, and with the whole Commish 
more or less on probation, some 
watchers do not see much ground 
for hoping that policy will be main- 
tained. 

Current field surveys by Commish 
are interpreted in some quarters as 
a disguised attemp to dig up tech- 
nical evidence which would justify 
abandonment of the policy. Other 
observers read exactly the opposite 
meaning into the studies. 

Delay is believed in some quarters 
to be caused by a desire of the 
Commish to settle both the 640 and 
830 ke cases at one stroke, although 
the KFI case is much farther 
ahead on the Commish list. Also 
it is suggested that Commish 1s 
waiting to see whether anticipated 
fight for further breaking up of 
970 channel will materialize. 


PALEY OFFERS CUBA 
13 FREE PROGRAMS 


Havana, Feb. 11. 


Cuban government will have 13 
weekly broadcasts to stimulate 
tourist trade if it takes advantage of 
the offer made by William 8S. Paley, 
CBS prex, while vacationing here 
with his wife. 

CBS will carry the 13 weekly pro- 
grams over its network free of 
charge if the Cuban government 
pays for the talent and for the wire 
charges from Havana to Miami. 

No action taken yet. 














Reason for Sale 





St. Paul, Feb. 19. 

Haskell’s Punchbowl, likker 
program airing nightly over 
KSTP, is currently plugging a 
‘big money-raising sale’ of wet 
goods. 

Benny Haskell, program's 
recently paid a $5,000 fine in 
Federal court*for a $2,300 in- 
come tax violation. 


RADIO AUTHOR 
IS A GAMBLER 
SEZ COURT 


Upholding the agency’s conten- 
tion that the words ‘per acceptance’ 
in an order implied no obligation 
if the work were rejected, Municipal 
Court Judge Toni last week decided 
against the suit brought by Helen 
Meinardi against the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency. Miss Meinardi had 
asked the court to award her $350 
for some scripts that she claimed 
the agency had ordered for a Life 
Buoy soap series. 

Scriptist’s counsel had argued 
that the order which the agency 
gave her constituted a contract, re- 
gardless of the ‘per acceptance’ 
clause, and that the agency was 
obligated to pay for the completed 
job or allow Miss Meinardi an op- 
portunity to ma’ 2 the ordered work 
acceptable. Ruthrauff & Ryan's 
lawyer informed the court at the 
trial that the advertising trade had 
always construed the words ‘per 
acceptance’ as implying that the 
job was speculative and that both 
approval and payment strictly de- 
pended under such circumstances 
upon the discretion of the agency 
or client, or both. 

Order in controversy involved a 
series of 10 scripts for five minutes 
transcriptions, which the agency 
figured to make for the soap brand. 
Of the two scripts she had previ- 
ously submitted Ruthrauff & Ryan 
had accepted one. 


MANNIE SACKS GETS 
BART McHUGH POST 


Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 

Following the death several weeks 
ago of Bart McHugh, former prexy 
of the Universal Artists Bureau, op- 
erating for WCAU, berth went to 
Mannie Sacks by directors’ vote last 
week. He had been with the Levy 
organization since 1929, becoming 
v.-p. of the bureau under McHugh 
early last year. 

Current plans calling for heavy 
expansion brings in Tom Martin, 
band booker of the Columbia Artists 
Service, as Sacks’ assistant in direct 
charge of all firm’s ork units. Mar- 
tin, who commenced Philly duties 
on Saturday (16), had been an indie 
booker in this area before going 

















with the CBS outfit In New York 
last fall. 
Understood that Sacks’ hypo of 


the bureau will take the form of 
wide expansions into other book- 
ings besides those directly related 
to WCAU and the local niteries now 
being handled. He had been re- 
sponsible for the move into night 
clubs last year, with the firm now 
holding a corner on most of the 
pick-up hereabouts. 





Alexander Breathing Deep 

Turned into a whispering bari- 
tone by six weeks of broadcasting 
tle Hauptmann trial, A. L. Alex- 
ander has gone to Atlantic City to 
get back his voice and his bloom of 
youth. 

Resumes next 
New York, 





week at WMCA, 


| Advertising Agencies $9,000,000 
From 15% Radio Commish in 1934 


+ 





Figures collected to date indicate 
that during 1934 radio accounted for 
over 15% of the advertising agency 
trades’ payroll. Segment represents 
a jump of around 5% over the pre- 
vious year. Data also reveals the 
idea of the program consultant has 
made little progress in the business 


and that the tendency is to maintain 
an inside staff of radio experts, ex- 
panding or reducing it as the de- 
partmental exigencies require. 
It is estimated that $60,000,000 of 
the accumulative amount grossed 
from the sale of time last year was 
cleared through ad agencies, with 
the usual 15% discount or rebate 
allowing the latter a total of $9,000,- 
000. With the personnel cost of 
operating a radio department figured 
as averaging 20%, the agency 
verein’s payroll outlay for 1934 
comes to around $1,800,000. 
Practically all the major agencies 
in radio also collect a commission 
on taient costs, with the charge 
applied to the aggregate price for 
the show. Inclusion of the gross 
derived by agencies from talent 
billings would appreciably boost the 
ad agency trade’s estimated $9,000,- 
000 income from radio and, by the 


payroll easily over the $2,000,000 
mark, 


WOR, NEW YORK, 
INVADING 
PHILA. 


With the unveiling of its new 
50,000-watt transmitter Mar. 4, 
WOR, Newark, will go after the 
Philadelphia market. Experiments 
with the station’s new directional 
antenna have disclosed that the 
50,000 watts will produce an excep- 
tionally strong signal in the Philly 
area, with the result that WOR has 
decided to not only stress this angle 
in all national sales promotion ma- 
terial but solicit business from 
Philadelphia merchants. 

WOR is launching a special ad- 
vertising and publicity campaign in 
the Philly territory, with the former 
including the use of scores of bill- 
boards for a month calling atten- 
tion of both merchants and listeners 
to the station. 











No change in the prevailing time 
rate structure is contemplated by 
WOR for three or four months. 


BAKER AVOIDS U.S.A; 
PETITION TOSSED 


Muscatine, Ia., Feb. 19. 


Norman Baker, erstwhile cancer 
institute and radio station opera- 
tor, has lost his chance to open up 
a new station here. Federal Com- 
munications Commission dismissed 
his application for a license when 
he failed to put in an appearance 
at Washington to prosecute the 
case, 

Coincident with the dropping ‘of 
the application, it has been as- 
certained here that Baker intends 
stepping up his XENT, Laredo, 
Texas-Mexico outfit to 150,000 
watts, 








Byron Kauffman at WCAU 
Philadelphia, Feb, 19. 
Newest addition to the WCAU 
staff this week is Byron Kauffman, 
former free lance scripter, who 
comes in to handle production and 
specialize in pending comic mate- 
rial. 
He has been selling wit to Jeg- 
sel and Teddy Bergman for several 
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To Encourage 


Of Stan 


Agents for the copyright owners 
of operetta, operas and symphonies 
have under contemplation the idea 
of substantially reducing the cost 
of production rights to these works 
for broadcasting so as to encourage 
more frequent use of the manu- 
scripts on both commercial and 


sustaining programs. Reps for the 
copyright owners figure that 
quantity production at low licensing 
figures would not only re-stimulate 
sheet sales of the works but bring 
the copyright owner a hefty boost 
in income. 


Grand right, as_ distinguished 
from the small, or performing, right, 
requires &hat the user obtain @ 


special license for each use. Line of 
demarcation between the grand and 
the small right has never been de- 
fined by statute, but the rule of the 
music trade is that the welding to- 
gether of three numbers from a 
work plus the use of dialog and the 
sketching in of a background con- 
stitute a grand or production right. 
In the operetta field the right to 
tabloid production of a work for 
broadcasting brings anywhere from 
$50 to $750 per use. Highest figure 
represents that set for sponsored 
programs by the Victor Herbert 
estate. Other operetta works that 
bring high bracket fees from com- 
mercial users are those of Sigmund 
Romberg, Franz Lehar and Jerome 
Kern. Licensing cost for broadcast- 
ing an opera in tab form rarely ex- 
ceeds $250. 
Among network commercials the 
yuyer of grand rights to operet- 
tas is Palmolive. License price for 
this account’s Tuesday night hour 
on NBC averages $500 a use. Chase 
& Sanborn is a big buyer of heavy 
opera rights. 





Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Trying to slough off as many ex- 
penses as possible, NBC has sent a 
letter to all agencies and sponsors, 
informing them that, beginning 
March 1, the network will charge 
for the clearing of rights on songs, 
acts, plays, novels, operas and such. 
In the past NBC has included this 
in the regular charges for time. 
Agencies are burning at this new 
ruling from NBC and claim that it 
is unjust taxation for a_ service 
which should be included in the net- 
work rate. 

Letter to the agencies listed the 
following charges for broadcast 
rights clearance. Operas and oper- 
ettas, $35; full-length plays, novels, 
parts of full-length plays and adap- 
tations thereof, comic strips, etc., 
$25; one-act plays, short stories, 
adaptations and parts thereof, $10; 
rights for arias, symphonies and 
miscellaneous, $5. This is to go into 
effect on new contracts after March 
1. On contracts signatured prior to 
that date the clearance rights will 
be included in the regular NBC ser- 
vice. * 
We Can Get It Wholesale 

In its message NBC states that 
since the network conducts these 
clearance operations on a wholesale 
scale it can do such negotiations 
more quickly and more cheaply than 
the individual agencies. Also states 
that the agencies may conduct such 
negotiations themselves if they so 
wish, but that the network must 
receive complete guarantee of such 
clearance. 

Agencies are now in a heat decid- 
ing what to do about this situation 
on charges, which they and NBC 
have always assumed to be included 
in the regular legal service offered 
by the web. To the agencies it ap- 
pears petty, in that a web dealing 
in $1,000,000 contracts should ask for 
$5 remuneration on minor items, 
especially in instances where the 
network is receiving top coin for 
time and where the stations them- 
selves get only a small fraction of 
the time coin, 


‘O’F lynn’ Takes Powder 


Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey 
will call it a run for ‘The O'Flynn’, 
Friday night series on CBS, with 
the Mar. 1 broadcast. Latter event 
will account for 13 programs. 

After the Broadway version of 
‘The O'Flynn’ turned out a flop and 
Was on the point of folding, Stand- 
ard Oil issued a statement denying 
that it had angeled the stage show. 
Report in legit circles had been that 
an official of the refining company 
had sunk over $65,000 in the musical. 


<4 





May Cheapen Performing Fees 


Radio Playing 
dard Music Scores 


+ 





Scripts Copyrightable 


———— 


Under proposed new legisa- 

tion pending before Congress 
the copyright laws would be 
amended to include, among 
other changes, protection for 
radio scripts. ‘Programs and 
continuities if they embody the 
original work of an author’ 
are specifically mentioned. 
A more complete story on 
the copyright situation with 
reference to radio, performing 
fees, and ASCAP appears in 
the Music Department of this 
issue of VARIETY. 


$1,123,594 Ran 
Canada’s Radio 
In 1934 Report 


Detroit, Feb. 19. 

Annual report just released by 
Canadian Radio Commission, gives 
the cost of broadcasting, for the past 
fiscal year, at $1,128,594. Production 
costs rank highest with $344,127. 
Cost of line wires for remote con- 
trols and network facilities repre- 
sented $300,899 and rentals and 
leases, $141,196. 

Salaries for radio executives, tal- 
ent and engineers totaled $129,670, of 
which $74,759 is charged up to head- 
quarters at Ottawa. 


Arnold Hartley Succeeds 
Carol Irwin at KYW, Phila 


Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 

KYW program department under- 
goes a change this week with the 
resignation of its directress, Carol 
Irwin. Gal moved to the post with 
the opening of the Westinghouse 
station last fall, after serving a 
lengthy termer at WCAU as pro- 
gram assistant under Stan Lee 
Broza. Situation occurred then 
when the Levy brothers took over 
the dual-studio operation. 

Understood that Miss Irwin, who 
has been doing free lancing for sev- 
eral N. Y. agencies, will tie up over 
there. 

Replacing is Arnold Hartley, an- 
other WCAU program department 
product, who came to the CBS out- 
let from the production staff of Mu- 
sic Corp. of America in October. 
Hartley will actively supervise pro- 
duction and also bring with him to 
the new station several script shows 
he has been penning for WCAU. 

















Hearst Radio, Inc., has applied to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for permission to build a 
station in Albany, N. Y. Applica- 
tion asks for a 1,000-watt, unlimited 
time, franchise on 970 kilocycles. 

W. R. Hearst publishes in Aiban) 
the Times-Unton. 


20,000 WATT 
STATION IN 
RIO 








tio de Janeiro will have a new 
20,000-watt station in operation May 
1, with the stock control of the ven- 
ture held by RCA. Call letters as- 
signed the new outlet are PRES. 
Transmitter will be located in En- 
gheno de Dentro, five miles from the 
center of Rio, and operate on 1,222 


k.c. 
Indications are that there will be 
three other 20,000-watt stations 


added to the Rio list of commercial 
broadcasting facilities by the end of 
the current year. Also that the two 
outlets now in operation, PRA9 and 
PRC6, will be upped to 25,000 watts 
each. 

Three outfits that have obtained 
permits to build are Radio Jornal de 
Brazil, Radio Tupi and Radio 
Ipanema. 


CBS, NEW YORK, ADDS 
THIRD LEGIT THEATRE 


CBS takes possession of the Lit- 
tle, Times Square legit house, this 
week, making it three former legit 
spots that the web is using for stu- 
dios in the same sector. Other two 
houses are the Hudson and the 
Avon. 

Network is still negotiating for 
an outside studio to take care of 
excess sustaining programs. 


Byrd to Do Briefie 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 

Although the Admiral Byrd pro- 
gram from the Antarctic fs discon- 
tinued as a half hour commercialer, 
CBS will utilize a broadcast from 
the explorer on the CBS California 
Melodies program from here Sun- 
day nights. 

Byrd material will be on only for 
five minutes. 











Stude Spieler Now G. M. 
Muscle Shoals, Ala., Feb. 19. 

New regima at station WNRA Is 
getting started. Max Williamson, 
who came in as a student an- 
nouncer in 1933, is now G.M. of sta- 
tion. 

Leslie Wright, Paul Hodges ..nd 
Harold Russey on new staff. 








placed as Town Crier 





Buffalo, Feb. 19. 

Roy Albertson, WEBR general 
manager and originator of the sta- 
tion’s most widely known program, 
the Town Crier, is out following fire- 
works with Herbert Howell, the sta- 
tion’s head. 

Station, which bears down on local 
broadcast and appeals chiefly to east 
side listeners, was given a city-wide 
audience through Albertson's Town 
Crier scripts which whammed away 
at city officials, corporations and 
any other municipal punching bag 
that presented itself. 

Although Howell refuses to make 
formal announcement of Albertson 
exit, understood that he was 
scorched by Albertson taking too 
heavy a hand in the station's affairs 
and gaining too much control. Al- 
bertson owns a plece of the plant. 

Howell has signed Joe Edelstein, 
Buffalo Times reporter, for two-year 
tenure. Edelsteln will write future 
Town Crier scripts and also inaugu- 
rate new idea in local radio new 
coverage for WEBR. 

Idea is to put on strictly local 





Albertson Out as WEBR 6. M. 


Buffalo’s Most Picturesque Radio Figure Re- 


by Edelstein of Times 


newspaper of the air twice daily, 
each period to run no longer than 30 
minutes. Edelstein will utilize his 
city hall, county, federal and police 
contacts to keep abreast of news 
breaks. He will have teletype from 
city hall to WEBR studio and send 
in stories as they occur. Howell fig- 
ures that he will be able to get ex- 
clusive news Into the mike as well 
as significant dope stories on politics 
and municipal affairs generally. 
Hoper to beat papers regularly. 
Obits, Too 

News broadcasts may extend to 
obituarles, marriage announcements 
and other features not generally 
covered in radio news flashes. How- 
ell goes heavy for local angles and 
wants his station to be known as 
out-and-out Buffalo affair. He has 
an ABC connection, but the chain is 
not stressed. 

Albertson recently became page 
one news when his Town Crier com- 
ments on the judge handling the 
Niagara Share Co. stockholders’ case 
resulted in hig belng convicted and 
sentenced for contempt of court. He 
appealed and won a reversal 





Hearst Eyes Albany | 
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Improbable Broadcasts 
No. 8—How to Be Charming or Bust 


By Bob Landry 


Sound effect—Mrs. Neverasked 
“d, gurgling her tea. 


Margary Wilson—May I offer you 


a crumpet, Mrs. Neverasked? 
Sound effect—Tea-gurgling with 
pause, 
Mrs. Neverasked—Oh, you mean 
de cookie—gee, tanks, Maggie, 


youse is kind. 

Sound effect—Tear-gurgling with 
crumpet. 

Emily Post—How is your book on 
charm selling these days, Mrs, Wil- 
son? 

Margary Wilson—Splendidly, just 
splendidly. Everybody is perfectly 
mad over charm. And how is the 
etiquette market? 

Emily Post—Not what it used to 
me, Mrs. Wilson. So many people 
rely on their charm nowadays to 
excuse their bad manners, 

Margary Wilson—Ah, but Mrs. 
Post, there can be no compromise 
with the eternal verities of eti- 
quette. It is the very cornerstone 
upon which ultimate charm is built. 


<mily Post—How reassuring to 
hear you say that, Mrs. Wilson. 
Things have changed. Today so 


social life is spent 
the table, 


much of our 
under, rather than at, 
don’t you find? 

Sound effect—Crumpet going 
down Mrs, Neverasked's esophagus. 

Mrs. Neverasked—Gee, how I 
envies you dames. Maggie you so 
full of etiquette and Em you so 
heavy with charm. And me—still 
playing whist 

Margary Wilson—A few simple 
breathing exercises, Mrs. Never- 
asked, perfect relaxation—and poise 
—that’s all.... 

Emily Post—There is no substi- 
tute for the assurance of knowing. 
And so few basic rules are really 
necessary, Mrs. Neverasked. 

Mrs. Neverasked—Gee, why don’t 
youse dames get up a two-act and 
go on the radio. 

Margary Wilson—Shall we tell 
her? 

Emily Post—Mrs. Neverasked, we 
have a surprise for you. We are 
on the radio! 

Mrs. Neverasked—When? 

Emily Post—Right now. We've 
been on ever since you hit B-flat 
with your orange pekoe. 

Mrs. Neverasked—I’m on de air? 
People is listening to me? 

Margary Wilson—You see every 
week we have a surprise guest— 





the guest doesn’t know she’s on the 
air. And in this way we talk about 
charm and etiquette and learn what 
the women of America really are 
thinking about and what worries 
them, 

Mrs, Neverasked—And you mean 
to say the radio campany pays you 
just for that? 

Emily Post—No, dear, you don’t 
understand radio. The radio com- 
pany never pays anybody. We have 
a sponsor, 

Mrs. Neverasked—Yeah, who? 


Margary Wilson—Our sponsor is 
the Sweetie Pie Brassiere Company. 

Mrs. Neverasked — Brassiere, 
what's that? 

Margary Wilson—lI’ll pass that to 
you, Mrs. Post. I defer to your 
more cosmopolitan background 

Emily Post—My dear—you know 

Mrs. Neverasked—Oh, you mean 
a camisole. 

Margary Wilson — Complete 
charm is impossible without a 
Sweetie Pie Brassiere. 

Emily Post—Tell her about the 
amazing announcement of our new 
streamlined type L.B. Sweetie Pie. 

Margary Wilson—Your neighbor- 
hood druggist carries the new 
streamlined L.B, type on his handy- 
andy counter in the middle of the 
store right between the coffee pots 
and @he tennig racquets. 

Smily—Just ask your druggist 
for the L.B. typs in size S for small, 
M for medium or L for large. 

Margary Wilson—We also make 
in-between sizes of Q.L. for Quite 
Little, N.S.L. for Not So Little and 
K.S. for Kinda Sloppy. 

Emily Post—In addition to the 
new streamlined L.B., or low back 





model, try our sporting tweed 
model, our just after swimming 
model, our cocktail delight mode} 


and our mashie niblick model. 

Mrs. Neverasked—Gee, I guess 
you can’t go wrong in a Sweetie 
Pie. 

Emily Post—Charm, Etiquette 
and Sweetie Pies are sweeping the 
country. 

Sound effect—Just an echo from 
the crumpet. 

Announcer—And so another 
Sweetie Pie Surprise Guest pro- 
gram comes to an end. 

Signature song—‘You're a Build- 
er-Upper.’ 





CORMIER AT WIP 


Frank Lamb Quits Radio for Chi- 
cago V.P. Chore 





Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 

A sudden change at WIP brings 
in Albert A, Cormier, former v.p. 
on sales for the American Broad- 
casting System in the same ca- 
pacity here. Cormier replaces 
Franklyn Lamb, whose resignation 
took effect on Saturday (16). Lamb 
leaves to become associated with 
the Reynolds’ Appliance Corp. of 
Chicago as vice-prexy and sales 
manager, 

Lamb is credited here with up- 
ping the program quality of WIP 
and doubling its net profits over 
last year. He had moved into the 
berth after vacating as advertising 
chief of the local Gimbel store 
where the studios are also located. 

Cormier’s activity will include 
sales and promotion under Benedict 
Gimbel, Jr., prexy of WIP. Appoint- 
ment was through Kenneth Collins, 
general ad director of the Gimbel 
New York store, after a conference 
here last Tuesday (12). 





Freshney with Agency 
Cincinnati, Feb. 19. 


Edwin E. Freshney has resigned 
as sales manager of WASI to head 
the radio department of the Procter 
& Collier Co., local ad agency. He 
was with the Crosley smallie for a 
few months. 

Position passes to Robert G. Jen- 
nings, a newcomer from Elmira, 
a A 


WOR News Commercial 


Fischer Baking Co. has under- 
written three of the Transradio 
Press programs on WOR, New 
York. It’s the station’s first sale of 
news bulletins, with the account 
starting March 8, the early a.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
periods. 

Each stanza will run 15 minutes. 








Air Scouts Fine | 
Comb Coast for 
Elusive Talent 


Hollywood, Feb. 19 

Claiming that the two networks 
have about absorbed all of the avail- 
able radio talent in New York, Har- 
old Kemp, of the NBC Artists Bu- 
reau, is here looking over both air 
and picture talent for coming pro- 
grams on that chain. 

Day after he arrived, Lew Frost, 
program director of the San 
Francisco office of NBC, came into 
town, also saying he was looking for 
local talent for northern programs. 

Kemp will audition several pros- 
pects while here. He brought with 
him Marion Talley, who is set for a 
film test by Metro some time during 
the week. 


Another member of the bureau 
also hitting Hollywood at the same 
time was Alexander F. Hass, of the 
concert department, who set several 
deals for next season with L. E. 
Behymer, local concert impresario. 
These deals includ the bringing to 
Los Angeles next year the Monte 
Carlo Ballet, the Schoop Ballet and 
the Moscow Cathedral Choir. 





Winninger Co. Bankrupt 


Winninger, McNamara & Culbert- 
son, Inc., radio program producers, 
filed a petition in bankruptcy with 
the New York Federal Court last 
week. 

Schedule attached to the petition 
gave the liabilities as $14,962 and 
assets, $1,677, 
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‘SPOT BIZ SEES RAIN 


Spot Broadcasting Accounts 


VARIETY WILL COMPILE MONTHLY A CURRENT LIST OF 
ADVERTISERS BUYING TIME ON A SPOT BASIS. NATIONAL 
OR REGIONAL ACCOUNTS USING 
SPONSORING SPOT PROGRAMS EITHER RECORDED OR WITH 
LOCAL LIVE TALENT, ARE INCLUDED. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, OR 








SPONSOR 
A. C. Spark Plugs 
Akron Lamp Co, 
American Oil Co. 
American Writing Machine 
Associated Oil Co. 
Beaumont Laboratories (medicinal) 
Becker Roofing Co. 
Beeman’'s Laboratory (medicinal) 
Bernard Perfumes 
Best Food (Nucoa) 
B. C. Remedy Co. (medicinal) 
Blackstone Products Co. (medicinal) 
Blanat, Inc. 
Bo-Kay Perfume Co. 
Bunte Bros. (candy) 
California Fruit Growers 
Capitol City Products 
Capudine (medicinal) 
Carlton & Hovey (Father John’s 

Medicine) 
Carlsbad Sprudel Salts (medicinal) 
Carter Medicine Co. 
Chesapeake & Ohio (railroad) 
Chrysler Corp. (motors) 
Clark Bros. Teaberry Gum 
Clemens Mineral Springs 
Cole Milling Co. 
Conti Products (cosmetics) 
Consolidated Cigars 
Crazy Water Crystals (medicinal) 
Curtis Candy Co. 
Delta Coal Mining Co, 
Dethol Mfg. Co. (insecticides) 
Detroit White Lead Co. 
(Continued 


AGENCY 
D. P. Brothers, Detroit 
Guenther Bradford, Chicago 
Joseph Katz, Baltimore 
Bayard, N. Y. C. 
Lord & Thomas, San Francisco 


James A. Green, Atlanta 
Helmer Swenson, St. Louis 
Benton & Bowles, N. Y. C., 
Charles W. Hoyt, N. Y. C. 
Redfield-Johnstone, N. Y. C. 


Fred A. Robbins, Chicago 
Lord & Thomas, Los Angeles 
J. Horace Lytle, Dayton, O. 
Jacobs Dillard, N. Y. C. 


John Queen, N. Y. C. 
Kiesewetter, N. Y. C. 

H. H. Good, N. Y. C. 
Campbell-Ewald, N. Y. C. 
Lee Anderson, Detroit 
Edwin Power, Pittsburgh 


Ares, N. F.C. 

Henry S. Howland, N. Y. C. 
Aitken-Kynett, Philadelphia 
Luckey Bowman, N. Y. C, 
McJunkin, Chicago 

Murrel Crump, K. C., Mo. 
Aitken-Kynett, Philadelphia 


on page 38) 





WHOM, Jersey City, Gets 
Renewal Despite Raps 
At Program Service 


Washington, Feb. 19. 
Threatened removal from the air 
of WHOM, Jersey City, was les- 


sened last week with recommenda- 
tion Federal Communications 
Commission by Examiner George 
Hill that station be given requested 
license renewal and_= construction 
permit for improvements in equip- 
ment, 

Criticism upon which investiga- 
tion was based was directed at 
medico, racing and heart-throb pro- 
grams at which government looked 
askance, but Hill pointed out in his 
report that objectionable programs 
have been dropped. Considering en- 
tire record, Hill said he is of the 
opinion that granting of the appli- 
cation would serve public interest, 
etc 


to 


Report rapped broadcasts by Bar- 
bara Toy, which were discontinued 
less than a year ago following warn- 
ing from Commish after complaints 
from listeners. Hill described 
palpitator as ‘psychol gist and 
philosopher with a talent for giv- 
ing help, advice, and consolation 
based upon a knowledge of life and 
constant touch with legal and medi- 
cal opinion’ and concluded that Toy 
programs did not serve public in- 
terest. Further noted that Toy in- 
volved use of broadcasting station 
for delivery of personal messages to 
Private individuals. 

Other programs drawing Com- 
mish fire included racing tips of the 
Tri-Boro Racing Guide, which also 
put a second station in the New 
York area in hot water. Gee-gee 
Selections were not specifically con- 
demned but Hill noted significantly 
that ‘no evidence was introduced to 
show any approval by the Com- 
Munications Commission of this 
program.’ 

Health programs ‘were of doubt- 
ful public value’ and in re- 
‘pects probably involve violation of 


some 


code of medical ethics, examiner 
pined, listing Hill Medical Office, 
Modern Medical Associates and 


Medicated Air Institute programs. 


Lewis Lacey, formerly KTSA, San 
Antonio station manager, has been 
Shifted to Fort Worth where he be- 
comes production head for SBS. 
He's replaced at KTSA by L. L. 
Jacquier, formerly of Indianapolis. 


Wax Works 


David Worrall and A. Basser, rep- 
resentatives of Australian stations, 
| in Hollywood to contract for discs. 
Des 


Stirling Remedy company, 


Moines, Ia., 15-minute program 
service for eight stations. Placed 


through Heath-Seehof, agency, Chi- 
cago. World Broadcasting System. 


Dr. Scholl’s account is waxing 
through an Arthur Tracy series for 
Mutual) chain, Donahue & Coe 
agency handled the disk deal. 
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HIGHER NETWORK 
BATES A HELP? 


Pending Radio Legislation Would 


Curb Loan, Insurance Programs 


4 
4 





Differential Between Net- 
work and Local Time 
Now Thought to Favor 
Increase in Spot Contracts 


OMENS 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Proponents of spot broadcasting 
perceive cause for jubilation in the 
reversal of former rate condition. 
With NEC and CBS now launched 
upon substantially higher rates it 
appears that for many towns and 
stations for the first time local time 
can be bought cheaper than net- 
work clearance. This by obvious 
logic should react to the betterment 
of spot business. In Chicago the 
network rates hop from $425-$480 
to $600. Whereas local rates have 
been around $500. Network outlets 
will probably boost the local charge 
to maybe $580 or even $600, to 
equalize. But independent stations 
are said to be hesitating to hop their 
local charges. 

Station reps, radio disc cutters 
and the others interested in spot 


(Continued on page 38) 


WCKY STRENGTHENS 
LOCAL PROGRAMS 


Cincinnati, Feb. 19. 

Arthur Ainsworth, continuously 
an announcer in Cincinnati for 11 
years, has joined WSKY. Maurice 
Thompson will henceforth devote 
his full time to production and di- 
rection of programs, WCKY is out 
to strengthen its local shows. 

WCRKY, with Ainsworth added, 





After Charlie Chaplin 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

During his stay on the Coast, 
Howard Kemp, head of NBC’s book- 
ing office, will proposition Charles 
Chaplin and the Marx Brothers on 
doing a series of broadcasts. Under- 
stood he has several accounts who 
would like the picture names. 

Groucho and Chico Marx broad- 
east for Standard Oil in the east 
last year. Chaplin has appeared be- 
fore the mike only once, on a charity 
program, and almost did a fade-out 
from mike fright. 


SQUAWK WEEK 
SINGLES OUT 
SPIELERS 


Buffalo, Feb. 19. 
Announcers cause more yelps of 
pain among radio listeners than any 
other class of mike performers, ac- 
cording to an analysis of hundreds 
of letters sent in response to the 








| Buffalo Broadcasting Co.’s first an- 


nual Squawk Week. 

Listeners were urged to make 
their beefs known to executives of 
WGR and WKBW and most of them 
uttered groans of pain over the an- 
nouncers. Most writers unable to 
call the announcer by name, identi- 
fying their targets as the guy who 
talks through his nose and the mugg 
who talks with a mouthful of mush. 

One disguised ‘squawker’ rumbled 
on for three pages complaining bit- 








will have four announcers on duty 
during peak hours. This is part of | 
L. B. Wilson's poliey to have a va- | 
riety of selling voices. Others are 
James §S. Alderman (chief), Sidney 
Ten Eyck and Lee Goldsmith. 


terly that there was no graphology 
on either WGR and 
WKBW. Turned out, by a strange 
coincidence, that he was a graph- 
ology expert and would be glad to 
fill the gap on the air. 


program 








Six Stations Reject It 


Believe Selby Shoe Extra Minute for Local Dealer 
Arrangement Necessitates New Classification— 


—+ 





Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Insertion of an_ entirely new 
clause in the station’s rate sched- 
ules is foreseen in the radio adver- 
tising industry following the situa- 
tion arising out of the Selby Shoe 
company show with Mrs. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt on the Columbia web. 
This new rate setup would establish 
a special charge for spot announce- 
ments included on a network show. 

Plan of the program esiab- 
lished by the Henri, Hurst and Mc- 
Donald agency here calls for only 
14 minutes of the 15-minute show 
being utilized by the network pro- 
eram with the final minute being 
used by the local stations for an- 
nouncements of the Selby shoe 
dealers in the territory of the in- 
| dividual stations. 
| Difficulty in this situation 
lfrom the fact that a number of the 
| stations are insisting on getting full 
| local rates for making this addi- 
ltional announcement despite the 
fact that that minute is included in 
the original 15-minute deal with the 


as 





arises 


network. 

Just six stations out of the 64 out- 
lets on the web taking this show 
are standing pat on this insistence 
of full local charges for the 
spiel. These stations are KMBC in 
Kansas City which is asking for 





| 
} 





| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


local | stations as CKLW 


|by stating that it does not want to 


| tional 


ithat the full local rate is excessive 


$36 for the minute spiel; WNAC in 
Boston asking $40, WGR in Buffalo 
at $20, WHAS in Louisville wants 
$30, KRLD at Dallas seeks $20 and 
KSL in Salt Lake City wants $30. 

Contention of these six stations is 
that they must stick to the local 
rate for these announcements be- 
cause they must not discriminate 
against the local merchants by giv- 
ing the Selby Shoe company the ad- 
vantage of spot broadcasting at the 
network rate. 

Henri, Hurst and McDonald 
agency is answering this argument 


put in the spot announcement at no 
charge whatever, but that they are 
perfectly willing to pay some addi- 
coin to the local station for 
additional service which the 
local announcement entails. But 
they feel that the full local charge 
is excessive. 

Most of the 64 stations 
agreed with the agency and sponsor | 





the 


have | 


in this regard and have given them 
wide concessions. Some 30 stations 
on the network are giving this ad- 
ditional service without any charge 
whatsoever. This includes’ such 
in Detroit, KLZ 
in Denver and of course the CBS 
owned outlets such as WBBM, Chi- | 


SPOT ANNOUNCEMENT RIDING ON TAIL 
OF WEB PROGRAM CREATES PROBLEM 





cago; WCCO, Minneapolis, KMOX, 
St. Louis, WABC, New York. 
Sliced Charges 

Other stations have clipped the 
local announcement charge by half 
or more. WCAO in Baltimore will 
deliver the minute spiel for $10 in- 
stead of the regular $30 rate; WJAS 
in Pittsburgh will announce locally 
for $10 instead of $25. Agency is 
okaying this $10 or $15 charge as 
fair and equitable but can’t see the 
$30 and $40 charges particularly 
when added to the network rate 
over a period of 10 weeks. 

Stations throughout the web have 
already indicated that they consider 
this a situation which will be met 
more often in the future and that 
some specific statement should be 
made in their rate cards. Present 
rate cards do not cover this situa- 
tion. Stations have generally agreed 
that they will take this up at the 
next meeting of their station repre- 
sentatives such as Petry, Free & 
Sleiniger, Blair-Spight for a general 
clarification of the problem. From 
present indications it appears that 
this network spot announcement 
will be regarded as a special court- 


esy spiel and that the charges will 


| be nominal to take care of this ad- 


ditional detail. 


tate cards have established sta- 
tion policies as to local announce- 
ments which precede or follow the} 


| 
| 
' 
| 
' 


network show, but do not cover the | 


instance of local spiels within the 
network time for which the outlets 
are already receiving some remun- 
eration, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Washington, Feb. 19. 

Efforts to restrict loan companies 

charging high rates of interest have 
produced a threat against broad- 
casters in the form of proposed leg- 
islation barring programs sponsored 
by individuals or concerns taking 
more than 15 percent for their 
dough. 
Although the bill apparently has 
little chance of passage in the face 
of concerted opposition by radio, 
newspapers, direct-mail advertisers, 
lenders, and others, observers here 
are keeping close watch on the 
House Post Office Committee in 
order to head off any move to push 
the restrictive legislation. Bill is 
sponsored by Representative Sauth- 
off, Wisconsin Progressive. 

Aimed at loan agencies charging 
usurious rates for risky advances, 
measure by implication attempts to 
take advantage of the interstate 
commerce clause of the Constitution 
in order to hit radio. Under terms 
of Sauthoff’s proposition, no person, 
partnership, association, or corpora- 
tion collecting more than 15% for 
loans could use either the U. S. mails 
or a broadcasting station with a 
range covering more than one state 
for its advertising. Penalties sug- 
gested include a fine of $50 to $2,000 
and imprisonment up to a year. 

So far no attempt has been made 
to bring out the bill and the House 
Post Office group has no plans for 
conducting hearings. 


Baltimore, Feb. 19. 

Bill has been introduced by a 
State Senator into the Maryland 
Legislature which would bar unau- 
thorized insurance companies (i. e., 
firms which have no license to book 
biz in Maryland) from sponsoring 
radio programs within the state. Ac- 
cording to the wording of the bill as 
it was put into the record, the ban, 
if ratified and applied, would pro- 
hibit any possible chain broadcasts 
bankrolled by the restricted firms 
from being carried by Maryland sta- 
tions. 

Also embraced under the _ ban 
would be programs coming in from 
high-powered stations outside the 
state’s boundaries. Though just how 
these wave-lengths could be de- 
flected off the frontiers of Mary- 
land was not disclosed by Senator 
Duncan when he made his proposal. 





WNBO’S OBITUARY 


Telephone Co. Complained to FCC— 
Station Off Air 


Washington, Feb. 19. 


John Brownlee Spriggs, whose 
broadcasting activities have been 


under scrutiny for several months, 
has voluntarily surrendered his 
license to operate WNBEO at Silver- 
haven, Penn. Outlet silences Ma~. 1. 

Commish last week ordered ac- 
ceptance of the surrender of cer- 
tificate and dismissed proceedings 
pending, which involve license re- 
newal and assignment anc con- 
struction permit to move station to 
Elco, Penn. Skedded hearings were 
cancelled and order was issued for 


station to shut down at 3 a.m. 
Mar. 1, 

Proceedings had involved com- 
plaints of telephone company that 
station chiseled on line charges, 
making routine iong-distance calls 


rates rather than 
connections 


at regular toll 
contracting for special 








at broadcast hock-up rates. Squawks 
were aired at drawn-out examiners’ 
hearing at Washington, Penn., last 
fall but report has not been made. 
ee . 
HHK, Haiti, After Com 
HHK, government controlled out 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, has gone 
commercial Move had been pend- 
ing for some time, with the party 
in power waiting until the island 
elections had been disposed of be- 
fore making an official decision 
Conquest Alliance Co. ha een 
appointed the exclusive rep ‘ the 
station in the United States. 
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New York Radio Parade 


By Nellie Revell 





First of the name bands to be hauled on the carpet by the new regime 
at the musicians union will be the Dick Himber ork. Some 40 men who 
have played for Himber in the past have been ordered to appear at union 
headquarters Wednesday (20) morning for questioning. Unton investt- 
gating reports that the ork while playing in the Oval Room of the Ritz- 
Carlton hotel in N. Y. City, broadcast as sustaining as an attraction of 
the hotel after the band had finished its stint in the Oval Room; in other 
words after hours, with Himber paying the boys for this broadcast out 
of his own pocket. And, the contract filed by Himber for this job made 
no mention of this arrangement, 

Investigation will also go into a report that while at the Essex House, 
some time back, the outfit broadcast from hotel as sustaining and at- 
traction of hotel with no one being paid. 





Geared for Speed 

NBC set aside room formerly used by Abe Sheckter for use in flash 
broadcasting. Any time there is an announcement of major importance 
in the offing, a portable broadcasting set-up is moved into the office. 
Reason is that the Press-Radio teletype machine is just across the room. 
Under old arrangement when a flash came in it was run up to regular 
studios and to the announcer on duty. This took about six minutes 
what with long halls and elevator waits. Now copy is edited and aired 
in less than half that time. 





CBSites In Manhattan 

Visitors to CBS, NY: Gordon Willox, general manager and v.p. of 
WDBO in Orlando, Fla.; Dwight Northup, mgr of KWKH in Shreveport, 
Longstate; Spencer Whedon, commercial mgr of WSMK in Dayton, O.; 
S. C. Vinsonhaler, mgr of KLRA in Little Rock, Ark.; Norman Reed, 
new acting mgr of WPG in Atlantic City, N. J.; Edwin Spence, former 
mgr of WPG, who resigned; Burt Squire, commercial mgr of WHK in 
Cleveland, O.; Mordon Buck, announcer of WHEC in Rochester, NY; 
A. L. Chilton, mgr of KRLD in Dallas, Tex.; John Shepard III of the 
Yankee Network; Franklin Doolittle, mgr of WDRC in Hartford, Conn. 





Hard-Working Child 
Lester Jay, a 13-year-old radio emoter, is doing eight commercials 
currently. ‘He is a regular feature on the Paul Whiteman show, the 
‘Gumps’, ‘The Lady Next Door’, ‘Marie, the Little French Princess’, ‘Just 
Plain Bill’, ‘March of Time’, and now Jay is member of cast of the new 
‘Dick Tracy’ show. 





Short Shots 

Ed Pinaud leaves CBS on Feb. 23. May go NBC. Dick Messner ork 
takes the spot until new commercial comes in. Sat. eves at 6...Tower 
Radio Mag is playing host to a group of radio names in Scranton, Pa., 
at a benefit for a local charity. Fred Smith, editor of the mag will 
‘ywehepherd the flock of names on a Pullman special on Monday, Feb. 25... 
Ben Rocke office handling ‘Babs and Her Brothers’, the ex-vocalists of 
the Fred Waring outfit...An all-girl show auditioned at NBC last week. 
All female including the announcer. Agency threatens to have a female 
sound effects operator and female production director if show is sold... 
WMCA special eventer man, Dick Fischell, has a new stunt up his sleeve. 
He will set up a mike in lobby of Hotel New Yorker. Catch folks fresh 
off trains from long distance trips and get their reaction even before 
they check in. Titled ‘Page Mr. Traveler’...Sears-Roebuck will present 
a one-hour amateur show from stage of Fox Bklyn theatre over WMCA. 

Program will air in eves with time not set as yet. 





Scrambled Notes 

Last week Bea Lille tried to borrow a comb from a lady in studio 
watching Bea rehearse. Spectator didn’t have comb. Later Bea had the 
studio cleared of visitors and closed. The spectator without a comb to 
lend was Charlofte Geer, radio editor of the Newark Eve News...Gene 
Marvey, tenor auditioning new type of program for Tastyeast...Al Good- 
man to continue as official producer as well as musical director of the 
Tuesday night Palmolive Hour over NBC. He has complete charge of 
the program...Harry Stockwell, the baritone, is screen testing for Par... 
Nate Schilkret will be guest composer and conductor on WINS at 4:30 
on Feb. 24...William Russell, young baritone from the west, who is do- 
ing a little work about the NBC sustaining spots may be Benton & 
Bowled...Joe Reichman is doubling at the Statler hotel in Boston. For 
dinner his ork plays in the Statler Room. Comes supper the boys play 
in the Salle Moderne from whence they also broadcast...3X Sisters 
postponed Palace theatre opening until March 15. Their Monday and 
Wednesday sustaining shows are currently heard from Chicago...Harry 
Tugend is a poppa. He writes for Fred Allen and the child is a boy... 
Helen Hover, the fan yarn writer, to Havana on a 10-day jaunt...Phil 
Cooke’s Note Book will premiere over WEAF network on Monday at 8 
a.m....Bob Armbrusters ‘Travelers Quartet’ is now vocalizing on the 
Minnevitch show at WOR...WMCA will air the six-day bike race from 
the Garden March 3 to 9...Henry Burbig on Everett Marshall’s Bisodol 
show and the Music Hall of the Air...Juliet Lowell, NBC script writer 
and compiler of ‘Dumb Belles Letters’ shifts her desk to Radio City on 
March 1. 

Stand By 

Pete Dixon staging ‘House Detective’ for the Federal Housing Admin- 
istration at NBC on Thursday...Mary Small’s Bab-O show on NBC 
discarded the guest star idea because fans wrote in asking for more 
than two selections per program by Mary...Sid Gary back from a five- 
day Bermuda cruise resumed his twice weekly broadcasts from WOR... 
Jan Augustoff, who opens with his new ork at the Hotel Warwick with 
a WINS wire, has signed Luella Russ and Ira Katey instrumental and 
vocal specialists...Doris Sharpe of CBS hostess staff in bed a couple of 
days last week with the flu...The new floor show at the Rainbow Room 
may include a group choir. A new high in propriety in a nite club floor 
show...CBS Artists Bureau signed Benay Venuta, of West Coast. Airs 
twice weekly starting March 1...Bob Wilkinson of CBS press to Syra- 
cuse for Mrs. Roosevelt’s radio premiere for Selby Shoes...Jack Berger, 
the maestro, back on the bandstand after a bad fall laid him up last 
week...Harry Stockwell, new baritone on the Paul Whiteman hour, 
signed for opera by Bruno Zirato, mer of Toscanini...Helwig Agency 
threw a party for the gals on the Linit program...Paul White of CBS 
special events to Bermuda for rest...Ansonia Shoe Co. dickering for 
Harlem Amateur Hour which airs WMCA. 


TELLS PUBLIC HOW 
ADVERTISING WORKS 





‘Chandw’ Acting Scripts 
Sold to South America 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 








Dubuque, Ia., Feb. 19. 


Advertising Federation of Amer- 
ica is shooting script through to al- 
most every station in the country 
for release. Deals with the station 
pay angle and how advertising af- 
fects type and character of radio 
programs. 

First in the series is ‘Your Inter- 
est in Advertising,’ on the air Feb. 
17, the second for Feb. 23 on ‘How 
Advertising Serves.’ 


7 


Station in Buenos Aires and 
Puerto Rico have bought scripts of 
the serialized ‘Chandu the Ma- 
gician’ from Earnshaw Productions 
here. 


Plan is to make one acters out 
of each two successive chapters, 
translate into Spanish and broad- 
cast through live talent. 

Scripts are also to be used as 
basis for a 10-cent book to be pub- 





lished by Saalfield Publishing Co. 
of Akron, 








Embarrassing 





San Antonio, Feb. 19. 

Sudden failure of KTSA’s 
power supply was under unus- 
ual circumstances. Col. W. 
B. Tuttle, prexy of utilities 
company which supplies sta- 
tion’s juice, was waiting in the 
studio at the moment to make 
an air spiel. 


Huey Long Pal In on 
KOTN Ownership But 
Rumors Are Denied 














Pine Bluff, Ark., Feb. 19. 

Local broadcasting station KOTN 
has changed hands. Articles of in- 
corporation for the Universal 
Broadcasting Corporation have been 
filed with the secretary of state. 
One of the incorporators and di- 
rectors is James A. Noe, of Monroe, 
La., who is said to be very closely 
associated with Senator Huey P. 
Long. 

A report comes from Monroe that 
Long expects to use this station in 
a campaign against Senator Joe P. 
Robinson, but this is denied at the 
local station, it being claimed that 
Noe’s buying into the local station 
has no political significance. 


JERRY KING ENTERS 
LIBRARY BUSINESS 


Jerry King, gen. mgr, of KFWB, 
Hollywood; last week received a 
sub-agent’s license from the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association. 
Contract allows him to collect for 
relay to the MPPA reyalty fees that 
station clients of King’s disc library 
service obtain when they sell these 
recorded programs to local accounts. 

Company that King has organized 
as a competitive library service to 
NBC and the World Broadcasting 
System will be known as Standard 
Radio Advertising, Inc. Understood 
that Freeman-Lang, Hollywood, is 
also arranging to enter the library 
service fleld. 

King figures on having his serv- 
ice ready by April 1. He is offer- 
ing a daily hour of program service, 
with a library of 300 units at the 
disposal of the client for the start. 


WGN Gets Lyons Show 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Local NBC lost a new Dr. Lyons 
script show, called ‘Backstage Wife,’ 
to WGN, the Chicago Tribune sta- 
tion, when NBC asked additional 
charges for the show on its WENR 
outlet. 

WENR wanted additional coin for 
a sound-effects man and a platter- 
turner while WGN included most of 
this in its regular service. Show 
will start on Feb. 25 for a local test 
before possibly going network on 
the Mutual web. NBC particularly 
burned at this drop because figured 
it a chance of jumping from a local 
WENR test to a blue network gal- 
lop. Deal with handled through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert,. 

















Jack Dempsey on Air 


Jack Dempsey is slated to discuss 
sports and plug his new restaurant 
over WMCA, New York on Friday 
nights. Program to be called Jack 
Dempsey’s Round Table. Sam Taub 
and Angelo Pelange will assist him. 

Opening festivities of the new 
eaterie were carried Sunday (17) 
from 8:30 to 9 p.m. 


Spot Rainbow 





(Continued from page 37) 


business see the new rate structure 
of radio as the most favorable break 
since competition started. For 
years they've been losing the bulk 
of the big coin to networks on ac- 
count of the rate differential, Now 
they expect to get a big chunk of 
the national pie. Stations and spot 
sellers can now point out that it’ll 
be cheaper for clients to cover any 
territory with local shows than by 
network. 





Daggett Ramsdell, cosmetic-mak- 
ing subsid of the Standard Oil Co. 
of New Jersey, is arranging to re- 
turn to the spot broadcasting field 
with a campaign calling for the use 
of local live talent in 14 cities in 
the basic area and San Francisco. 





Spot Broadcasting Account 


(Continued from page 37) 


SPONSOR 

Diamond Crystal Salt 

Digger Indian Wells Water 

J. G. Dodson (Tronized Yeast) 

Dodge Bros (autos) 

Dr. Lyons (toothpaste) 

Dr. Miles Laboratories (Alka 
Seltzer) 

Dr. Scholl (footpads) 

Drezma Inc. (face cream) . 

Drug Trade Products (medicinal) 

Edwin Cigar Co. 

Emerson Drug (medicinal) 

Employers Casualty Co. (insur- 
ance) 

Ex-Lax (medicinal) 

Fels-Naptha Co, (soaps) 

Feltman Curne (shoes) 

Florsheim (shoes) 

Ford Dealers (motors) 

French Lick (Pluto Water) 

Fruit Industries, Ltd. (wines) 

Gardner Nursery Co. 

Garfield- Williams 

yeneral Baking Co. (Bond Bread) 

General Mills (flour) 

General Motors (motors) 

General Petroleum of Cal. (oil) 

Gold Dust (cleanser) 

yolden Peacock (cosmetics) 

Goodrich Co, (tires) 

Hamlin Wizard Oil 

Hartz Mountain Products (canary 
food) 

Hy Grade Sylvania Co. (radio tubes) 

Hohner, Inc. (harmonica) 

Household Finance Corp. (finance) 

Hudson Motors (motors) 

Indo-Vim (medicinal) 

International Hair Scalp 

Kalamazoo Store Co. 

Kellogg Sales Co. (cereal) 

Kolynos (toothpaste) 

Kuppenheimer & Co. (clothiers) 

Knox Co, (cystex) 

Lancaster County Seed Co. (seed) 

Lever Bros. (Lifebuoy) 

La Gerardine 

Maxwell House (coffee) 

McCormach & Co, 

Midland Flour 

Minwater Crystal (medicinal) 

Moon Glow Cosmetics (cosmetics) 

Morton Milling 

M. J. B. Coffee (coffee) 

National Voice 

Northrup, King & Co. 

Norwich Pharmacal (medicinal) 

Nourishine Hair Tonic 

Nujol-Stanco Co. (medicinal) 

Nunn, Bush & Weldon (shoes) 

Nu-Enamel (paints) 

Oakland Chemical (Diogogen 
Cream) 

Oldsmobile 

Orbit Chewing Gum 

Parkelp Lab. (medicinal) 

Pathfinder Magazine Co. 
tion) 

Partola Products 

Pennzoil 

Phileco (radio) 

Phillips Petroleum (oil) 

Pioneer Maple Syrup (syrup) 

Planters Co. (peanut oil) 

Postum (beverage) 

Power Seal Co. (pistons) 

Procter & Gamble (dreft) 

Pure Mills Dairy (Golden Pure 
Cheese) 

Raladam (Marmola) 

Reid, Murdock & Co. (coffee) 

Richfield Oil Co. 

Rokay Talcum Powder 

San Antonio Brewing Assn. (Pearl 
Beer) 

Scott & Bowen (Scott’s Emulsion) 

Sears-Roebuck & Co. (mail order) 

Silver Dust (cleanser) 

Skelly Oil 

Smith Bros, (cough drops) 

Sperry Flour Co. (flour) 

Slingerland Banjo Co. 

Standard Oil of N. J. (oil) 

Studebaker (motors) 


(publica- 


Strasska Laboratories (medicinal) 

Union Starch & Refining (Pennant 
syrup) 

United Publishers (publishers) 

Universal Mills (flour) 

Venita (Reiser Co.) (hairnets) 

Ward Baking Co. (soft bun) 

Watch Tower (religious), 

Watkins Co. (shampoo) 

Way Chemical (chemical) 

Welch Grape Juice Co. (beverage) 

White Sewir Machine 

Willard Battery Service (battery) 

Willard Tablet Co. (medicinal) 

Wyeth Chemical (drugs) 

Zonite (antiseptic) 


AGENCY 
Benton & Bowles, N. Y. C. 


Ruthrauff & Ryan, N. Y. C, 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, N. Y. Cc, 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
Wade, Chicrgo 


Donahue & Co, 


Heath-Seehof, Chicago 
Gelles Agency, N. Y. C, 
J. M. Mathes, N. Y. C. 


Jos. M. Katz, N. Y¥.. C. 
Young & Rubican, N. Y. C. 
Metrop. Adv. Co., N. Y. C. 
Fletcher & Ellis, N Y. C. 
McCann-Erickson, N. Y. C. 
H. W. Kastor, Chicago 
Fletcher & Ellis, N. Y. C. 
Northwest Radio Adv., Seattle 
Metrop. Adv. Co., N. Y C, 
a. 3. D. & Ow Ma Be Ue 
Blackett-Sample, N. Y. C. 
Campbell-Ewald, N. Y. C. 
Smith & Drum, Los Angeles 
2B. 3B. D&G. Nt, VU. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, N. Y. C. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, N. Y. C. 


Cecil, Warwick & Cecil, N. Y. C, 
Atherton & Currier, N. Y. C., 
Frey & Ayevard, Chicago 
Brooke-Smith & French, N. Y. OC, 


Buchanan-Thomas, N. Y. C, 
Palmer, Chicago 

N. W. Ayer, N. Y..C. 
Blackett-Sample-Hummett, N. Y. C. 
Direct 

Dillon-Kirk, Kansas City 

Cc. F. Kern, Phila, 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, N. Y. C. 
H. E. Lesan, N. Y. C. 

Benton & Bowles, N. Y. C. 
Van Sant, Bugdale, N. Y. C, 
Potts-Turnbull, N. Y. C. 


Emil Brisacher, San Francisco 
Erle Racen, N. Y. C. 

Lord & Thomas, San Francisco 
Walter Biddick, Los Angeles 
Olmstead-Hewitt, Minneapolis 
L. C. Gumbinner, N. Y. C. 
Meilar, Los Angeles 
McCann-Erickson, N. Y. C. 
Direct 

Carpenter-Rogers, Dallas 


D. P. Brothers, Detroit 
Stack-Gobel, Chicago 
Rogers-Smith, Chicago 


Churchill Hall, N. Y. C. 

Frankel & Rose, N, Y. C. 

Mayer Co., N. Y. C. 

Hutchins, Philadelphia 

Lambert & Feasley, N. Y. C. 
McCord, Minneapolis 

Badger, Browning & Hershey, N.Y.C. 
Young & Rubican, N. Y. C. 
McCann-Erickson, N. Y, C. 


H. W. Kastor, Chicago 


K, W. Kastor, Chicago 
Fletcher & Ellis, N. Y. C. 
Rogers & Smith, Chicago 


Frey & Ayevard, Chicago 

B, B.D. & O, HN. xz. C. 

Ferry & Hanly, N. Y. C. 

Hommann, Tarcher & Sheldon,N.Y.C, 

Westco, San Francisco 

Direct 

McCann-Erickson, N. Y. C. 

Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham, 
Bm. <,.C. 

Smith & Drum, Los Angeles 


Tracy-Locke-Dawson, Dallas 
Donahue & Coe, N. Y. C. 

Fletcher & Ellis, N. Y. C. 

Royal Snatz, N. Y. C. 
Blackett-Sample-Hammett, N. Y. ¢C. 


H. W. Kastor, Chicago 

H,. W. Kastor, Chicago 

Meldrum & Fewsmith, Cleveland 
First United Broadcasts, Chi. 
John F, Murray, N. Y. C. 
McCann-Erickson, N. Y. 





All details as to programs and time 
setups in the various towns are still 
in process of discussion, with the 
placements slated to be cleared 
through McCann-Erickson. 
Cosmetic firm has already had 
submitted to it by selected stations 
in most of the towns lists of avail- 
able local talent, including prices. 
Agency and the account have yet 
to decide whether the picking of 
the programs will be done by mail 





or through a McCann-Erickson rep 
delegated to visit each of the cities. 





Rochester, Feb. 19. 

Pathfinder magazine is sponsor- 
ing Hank and Herb, Old Timers’ 
program of WHAM, for three weeks’ 
trial with option for a long contract. 

Old timers, Jack Lee and Gene 
Lane, former stage players, are in 
their third year with this program 
over WHAM. 





xy 

















wy 











Wednesday, February 20, 1935 


RADIG 











1000 Words of Spiel Arbitrary 
Limit on Baseball Sponsorship 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 
Local radio stations gave base- 
ball additional promises and favors 
in the new contracts signatured be- 
tween the Chicago Clubs, owned by 
P. K. Wrigley, and the several 
local transmitters. Those stations 
which contracted with the Cubs 
were WBBM, the CBS _ outlet; 
WGN, the Chicago Tribune station 
and WJJD, the Ralph Atlass trans- 
mitter. New deal’ gives the ball 
club almost complete authority over 
the sponsors and the type of com- 

mercials these sponsors may use. 

Brevity Clause 

New contracts limit the amount 
of commercialism on the pick-up. 
Deal clearly states that there must 


be no more than 1,000 words of 
commercial copy in the entire 
broadcast of any one game. And 


that there must be no more than 


eight commercial announcements 
during the game; there may be 
fewer than eight but no more. 


Which means that each announce- 
ment would be limited to about 125 
words to make up the 1,000-word 
total. 

Contract also states the  pro- 
cedure which must be used to in- 
troduce each advertising spiel. An- 
nouncer must give a deep bow and 
flourish to the ball team and _ to 
baseball in general. This fanfare 
would go something like this: ‘This 
game is being brought to you 
through the co-operation of the 
Chicago Cubs, the New York Giants 
and the General Mills Company. 
The game is being brought to you 
in the interest of the national sport 
everywhere; here and in your own 
home town.’ 

That last crack about ‘your own 
home town’ is Wrigley’s own idea 
to bring the outlying towns closer 
to radio since it is in the smaller 
league where the’ resentment 
against baseball is greatest. It is 
expected that during the course of 
the season the announcers will spe- 
cifically mention the various small- 
er towns in this vicinity, the Rock 
Islands, Davenports, Peorias, Du- 
buques, Kalamazoos and tell the 
listeners in those towns to patron- 
ize the home town ball park. 


HEARST STATIONS 
EXCHANGE SCRIPTS 


Hearst radio stations begin an in- 
ter-exchange of program scripts on 
March 6. There will be no line 
charges or direct hookup, as each 
station will use its own staff in pre- 
senting identical programs. Hour 
of broadcast will be 4 p.m., local 
time on each station in spite of the 
different locales. 

First program will 
to KYA, San Francisco. 

WINS, New York, has not selected 
its program as yet, but probably 
will be a dramatic sketch, possibly 
‘The Fall of the House of Ussher.’ 








be credited 


New Faces at WFIL 
Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 
Last minute additions at WFIT 
today (Tuesday) usher in a chief 
announcer and a studio production- 
continuity head. Announcing as- 
signment landed by Al Stevens, for 
four years in this chore at WCAO, 
Baltimore. Claude Morris, ex-pro- 
ducer of KDKA, Pittsburgh, gets 
the other task here. * 
Both began duties at once. 





In and Out at WBAL 
Baltimore, Feb. 19. 

who joined WBAL 
Bales yesterday (Monday), comes 
from commercial managership of 
WMAL, Washington. At one time 
Moore was commercial manager of 
WCAO, Baltimore. 

Garland Tinsley, who has been 
chief salesman of WBAL drops out 
March 1, 


Jerry Moo. 





Coast Pundit Switches 
Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 

G. Allison Phelps, who has been 
conducting a daily philosophy hour 
on KFAC for five years, switches 
to KFWB. 

Phelps is being commercialled by 
the May Co., local department store, 
with program cut to a half hour in 
the new spot. 





Furgason Joins G-B-S 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 
yene Furgason has joined the 
Greig-Blair & Spight station rep 
outfit here. 

Will devote himself exclusively to 
the job of selling accounts for the 
Southwest regional web. Had been 
associated with KTSA, San Antonio, 
KNOW in Austin and KPRC in 
Houston. 


OFF-KEY CREW 
GETS 3RD WEB 
SHOW 


Simon pures take another deci- 
sion over the pros commencing Feb. 
24, when Tastyeast turns over its 
Sunday matinee NBC program over 
to amateurs. Entire present cast, 
excepting Reggie Childs’ orchestra, 
goes off. 

Stack-Gable agency, handling 
Tastyeast, had announced intentions 
of replacing its comedy show headed 
by Sam Hearn with a novelty idea, 
then decided on an amateur affair, 
which through constant usage has 
ceased to be a novelty on the radio. 

In addition to Hearn, those going 
off the show to make way for the 
amateurs include George Beuler, 
Betty Jayne and Alice Frost. 

Tastyeast’s will be the third ma- 
jor network amateur show, others 
being Fred Allen (Bristol-Myers) on 
NBC and Ray Perkins (Health Prod- 
ucts) on CBS. 











Toledo, Feb. 19. 
WSPD Saturday midnight jam- 
boree has gone highbrow from the 
stage of the Rivoli theatre. 
Theatre's 30-piece orchestra di- 
rected by Earle Karg and other 
stage acts substituted for the ama- 
teur groups formerly given a free 
hand in the jamboree programs, 





Providence, Feb. 19. 

Bamby Amateur Radio Show 
sponsored by the New England Bak- 
ery on WPRO, Providence, every 
Saturday night from 9 p. m. to 10 
p. m., before a visible audience still 
remains the bright spot in local 
broadcasting. 

Thousands are turned away from 
the theatre unable to get in. The 
Metropolitan has a seating capacity 
of 3,300. Miss Beatrice Forlier is 
handling the counting of the ballots, 
and talent applications. Increases 
in voting by listening audience 
mount with each broadcast. 

Paul Oury, station director, is 
acting as master of ceremonies with 
William Koster, program director. 





Bridgeport, Feb. 19. 

Amateur show tie-up between 
WICC and three Warner Brothers 
theatres in Norwalk, Danbury and 
Ansonia seems to benefit everybody 
except the radio listeners. Contests 
bring S.R.O. business to the thea- 
tres but by the time the theatre 
winners get to the air the results 
offer little entertainment to dialers. 

Probably a matter of amateurs 
who cop prizes before visible audi- 
ences in theatres not having the 
requisite talent to click on the air. 





Burlington, Vt., Feb. 19. 

Mailla Putnam, vocalist, who has 
just opened a school of music ex- 
pects to have a training ground for 
pupils at station WCAX through an 
amateur program hook-up, 

Station is interested on the tal- 
ent source angle which is a problem 
in Vermont. Desire of WCAX to 
frame an ainateur stanza stems 
from the station’s hunch that it can 
be peddled commercially. 





Montreal, Feb. 19. 


CKAC joined the throng last 
week (14) when inaugurating its 
local amateur program. Phil La- 


londe, station manager, rates stunt 
as clicking. 
Mail response very large. 





Leo Le Sieur organizing Imperial 
Choir in Montreal over CKAC and 
CHLP with 25-piece orchestra, 





Henri Miro conducting. 


Se 


Canada and WLW 


Montreal, Feb. 19. 

Canadians in general appear 
to like the WLW programs in 
preference to the programs of 
Canadian stations. These are 
criticized as poor in quality 
which when combined with 
weak or uneven signals has 
made it possible for the Cin- 
cinnati station to cop away 
listeners. 

As to the merits of the claim 
that WLW affects the signals 
of Canadian stations, that is 
for the engineers. Meanwhile 
it is a fact that Ottawa cannot 
be heard 100 miles away in 
Montreal and Toronto is seri- 
ously affected. Stations fur- 
ther west have been smoth- 
ered, also, it is understood. 

Patriotic motives coupled 
with the loss of commercial 
audience may have prompted 
the Government’s protest to 
the American State Dept. which 
in turn referred the matter to 
the Federal Communications 
Commission.. But whether 
WLW is the cause or not, lis- 
tening conditions in the Do- 
minion are very unsatisfactory 
at present. 

With a change of govern- 
ment possible in Canada late 
this year, it is mentioned that 
the Canadian Radio Commis- 
sion may be abolished. It in- 
dubitably has many enemies 
who would enjoy bringing in a 
death verdict. 


FCC UPHELD: 
WLW MUST CUT 
POWER 

















Washington, Feb. 19. 

Crosley Radio Corp. lost the 
second round of its fight to con- 
tinue using 500,000 watts for night 
operation of WLW Monday (18) 
when District of Columbia Court 
of Appeals dissolved stay order 
blocking Federal Communications 
Commission power-cut decree. 

With its announcement’ today 
(Tuesday) that there would be no 
written decision in the case, appel- 
late tribunal has left the WLW 
lawyers hanging on a limb. With- 
out a decision upon which to base 
their argument, the latter cannot 
see how they can appeal the case 
to the Supreme Court and obtain a 
reversal of the Commish decision 
which was reached after strong 
protests from Canada and under 
pressure from the State Depart- 
ment. Power cut is slated to go 
into effect today (Tuesday). 

Supreme Court appeal would 
have been taken if the appellate 
court had ruled on the merits of 
the case, but the general consensus 
of opinion was that the court would 
take the view that the Commission 
was not bound to grant a hearing 
before revoking the temporary ex- 
perimental authorization. Funda- 
mental issue will come up for thor- 
ough examination, it was noted, 
when the Commish holds its hear- 
ing on WLW’s application for a 
regular license to use 600 kw. in- 
stead of merely an easily-revokable 
special permit. 

Little Chance 

Even if further appeal is sought, 
Crosley stands virtually no chance 
of getting a stay order which will 
permit continued operation with 
500 kw until the final policy is 
established. Pointed out that lack 
of time between date of Commish 
reduction order and time of taking 
next court step makes it impossible 
to block the power cut. Attorneys 
doubted that Supreme Court in any 
event would hand out a temporary 
injunction when the cut back to 
50 kw had become an accomplished 
fact. 


NBC SINGERS BOOKED 
FOR CIVIC EVENTS 


Two NBC singers, Ralph Kirberry 
and Bradley Kincaid are signed for 
midwest municipal shows this 
month. First headlines the enter- 
tainment at the Canton auto show 
on Feb. 26 at $750 for the week. 

Kincaid goes to Akron on Feb. 24 
to sing at the milk fund exhibit for 
$400. Both booked through 





Sam 





Ross. 


If Theatres Shake 


Pennsylvania 





European Radio Fun 





Berlin, Feb. 10. 
Memel-Lithuanian-Germano radio 
war still raging. No casualties, but 
plenty busted ear drums. Lithuania 
set up disturber preventing Ger- 
mans in Memel (under protectorate 
of five powers) hearing’ either 
Kienigsberg or Dantzig stations. 
German amateurs retorted with 
Morse signals and catcalls on Lithu- 
anian sender’s wave length. 


LOCAL COMEDY 
SCARCE IN 
BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 19. 

Balto has probably held a unique 
niche in radio for past two years, 
since during that time there has 
never been a local program of any 
sort, commercial or sustaining, or 
even accidental, that has employed 
the talents of chatter comedians or 
even gag gurglers. Whatever humor 
has been handed out over ether here 


from a local source has been en- 
tirely misinterpreted; if any listener 
got a cackle out of something heard 
on a local program. whatever sup- 
plied the laugh wasn’t meant to 
be funny. 

Reason advanced by local stations 
is that good humor and good comics 
aren’t available here. Can't find ’em 
for sustaining stints, and can’t af- 
ford to pay ’em what they demand 
for commercials. What is available 
has long since been dropped from 
the wave-lengths after tryout pe- 
riods that didn’t seem to particu- 
larly divert listeners—and hence 
were besieged by letters calling for 
the hook. 

Situation, however, will shortly 
get a facial. WBAL, since Hearst 
has encamped on the scene, is going 
to attempt to restore chatter acts 
and gag gushers locally. Priming a 
new program that will air daily 
around lunch hour; will have both 
comedy and musical interludes. 
Tag plastered to program, a sus- 
tainer, in ‘High Noon, High Jinks.’ 


CLEVELAND LOCALS 
SPREADING ON WAX 


Cleveland, Feb. 19. 

‘Slim,’ a reducing compound made 
in Cleveland, will hit the radio discs 
in April with a view to expanding 
its market outside Cleveland. WJAY 
is credited with building ‘Slim’ from 
scratch into a $52,000 gross its first 
year. Product has never used any 
other medium but radio. 

Another Cleveland pharmaceutical 
product scheduled to step from 
WJAY to wider markets through 
waxings is Paracelsus. Sponsor 
credits radio with 100% sales boost. 

















WOR Ceremonies Mar. 4 


WOR, New York, has set March 4 
as the dedicatory date for its new 
50,000 watt transmitter. Celebra- 
tion will consist of a two-and-a- 
half-hour program originating from 
Carnegie Hall. 

Stations allied with WOR in the 
Mutual network will each contribute 
a greeting routine to the broadcast. 
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Blue Laws a 


Radio Fears Loss 


Of Its Big Sunday Audience 


Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 19. 
With open Sundays for Pennsyl- 
vania apparently just around the 
legislative corner, more or less con- 
sternation is reigning among radio 
stations in this section. Program 
re-vamping, added commercial pres- 
sure and changed studio policies are 
all in line before the theatres get 
the nod from the Capitol. 
Sunday is now rated as the best 
listening day for most stations, with 
sponsors selecting it in preference 
to remaining six. It has also been 
established as best possible for dou- 
ble selling on furniture and similar 
heavy commodities where husband 
and wife go into a huddle before 
parting with the potatoes. 
All this, the radio people are 
afraid, will be changed when shows 
open after church is over and start 
pulling out the listeners. Putting a 
purpose in going somewhere Sunday 
will likely cut radio listeners and 
consequently, radio results by one 
third, which is more of a rap than 
the sponsors may be willing to ab- 
sorb. 

Better Programs 
‘We're going to fight to hold the 
business’ said Hines Hatchett, man- 
ager of station WGAL here, ‘al- 
though the outcome of the battle 
may not be everything we expect. 
We realize we’re going to take it on 
the chin as an industry unless we 
can overcome the appeal of other 
forms of Sunday entertainment. 
With this in mind, we're suggesting 


day sponsors and will match their 
reaction with better sustaining pro- 
grams, A drive will be launched to 
sell Sunday up tight.’ 

In addition to attempts to hold 
the Sunday business, which authori- 
ties believe will probably suffer due 
to the novelty of an open Sunday 
and then recover after about six 
months, a series of test programs 
will be aired at various times 
throughout the week aimed at get- 
ting double reaction from homes 
and measuring other periods when 
the family gets together. With data 
gathered from these surveys spon- 
sor switching may be safely tackled 
with the view of bettering mail re- 
ceipts. 


CLUBWOMEN LAUNCH 
WESTCHESTER COWBOYS 


White Plains, Feb. 19. 


Scarsdale Woman’s Club, bent on 
bringing something new to the ra- 
dio for children, has shifted its pro- 
gram from WFAS (local) to CBS 
for a network hearing. Group is 
opposed to the current kid radio 
serials which frequently dip into 
clutching hand tactics. 

Club’s first try at radio was over 
WFAS with a historical playlet, 
essayed by two characters and a 
narrator. All members of the club. 
A bad production held up the pro- 
ceedings. One time a boy’s role 
had to be done by a woman which 
did not lend authenticity to the 
broadcast. Club’s method of gaug- 
ing audience reaction was to circu- 
late printed cards beforehand with 
directions to write in later. 

Following this, the women en- 
deavored to hook-up with WMCA 
for ABS coverage, but had to defer 
its program when that connection 
dissolved. Now it is down to present 
a 15-minute spread over CBS on 
Feb, 19. Program is labeled ‘West- 
chester Cowboys.’ 











Providence Dept. Store 


Providence, Feb. 19. 
Callendar, McAuslan & Troup Co., 
owners of The Boston Store here, is 





. the first commercial sponsor to use 
Grofe Scoring for Armco all radio stations in Providence 
Cincinnati, Feb. 19. simultaneously. Has just renewed 

Ferde Grofe is doing a special ar- | contracts for another month 
rangement each week for the Sun- Program is a 15-minute shopping 
day night broadcasts over WLW by |tour on a thrice wee kly morning 
the Armco band, directed by Frank | spot from 9:45 to 10:00 a.m. (EST), 
Simon. Addition of 10 men increases | WPRO, WEAN, WJAR are the sta- 
personnel of band to 55. tions being used. Dorothy Lovett 
American Bandmasters’ Associa- | of WPRO, who conducts the WPRO 
tion convenes here March 8 to 10. ! Cooking School and Fashion 
On closing night, several of its | Flashes for the station, has been 
prominent members will be guest {loaned to the Boston Store for 

artists on the Armco program. broadcasts. 
. 
- * * BES 2 : 
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Abbreviations: 
Ww (Wednesday); Th (Thursday); F (Friday); S&S: 





AMERCIALS 


WEEK OF FEB. 20-26 





Su (Sunday); 


this Department lists sponsored programs on the NBC, CBS, and 
Mutual neworks arranged alphabetically under the advertiser’s name, 
unless otherwise noted. 
has two or more programs they are listed consecutively. 

An asterisk before name indicates advertising agency handling 


M (Monday); 


Where one advertiser 


Tu (Tuesday); 
(Saturday). 














ACME PAINT 
6:30-Su- WA BC 
McConnell) 
H. & Meb 
A r 
9-M-W EAF 
Harry Horiick 
Frank Parker 
*Pnris & Peart 
AMERICAN 
HOME PRODUCTS 
({Anacin) 
7:30-M-Ta-W- 
WEAF 
Aces’ 
Ace 


Smiling 
*Henri, 


"Easy 
Goodman 
Jane Ace 
*Blackett-S-H 
AM. RADIATOR 
7:30-Su-WEAF 
Segurd Nilssen 
Hardesty Johnson 
Graham McNamee 
*Blaker 
AMERICAN 
ROLLING MILLS 
6:30-Sn-WEAF 
Frank Simon Ore 
Bennett Chapple 
*Gardner-G 
AMERICAN 
TOBACCO 
8:30-Th-WJIZ 
(Hall & Half) 
"Red Trail’ 
®N. W. Ayer 
ARMOUR 
9:30-F-WIZ 
Phil Baker 
Gabrielle De Lay 
Harry McNaughton 
Estelle Jayne 
Leon Belasco Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 
B. T. BABBITT 
1:30 -Su- WEAF 


PRary Small 
Wm. Wirges Orc 
*Peck 
BEECHANUT 
7:30-M-W-F-WJZ 
"Red Davis’ 
Burgess Meredith 
Jack Rosleigh 
Marion Darney 
Elizabeth Ragge 
Johnny Kane 
Eunice Howard 
Jean Southern 
*McCann-E 
BETTER SPEECH 
INSTITUTE 
11:45-Su-WJIZ 
*Your English’ 
®Aauspitz & Lee 
BISODOL 
8:30-W-WABC 
Everett Marshall 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden’s Ore 
*Blackett 


BLUE COAL 
1:15-M-W-F-WEAF 
*Peggy'’s Doctor’ 
Rosaline Green 

6:30-M-W-WABC 
*The Shadow’ 
Frank Readick 
Allyn Jossiyn 
Wm. Johnstone 
Virginia Venable 
Betty Worth 
dean Colbert 
Paul Huber 
Santos Ortego 
Jury Macy 
Wilmer Walter 
Paul Stewart 
Adelaide Klein 
Rita Vale 
Hanley Stafford 
Chester Stratton 
Sylvia Lowy 
Tony Hughes 
Alice Reinhardt 
Milton Herman 
Walter Soderling 
®Ruthrauff-R 
BORDEN 
9-F-WJIZ 
Beatricé Lillie 
Cavalier 4 
Warren Hull 
Lee Perrin Orc 
11:45-W-WEAF 
“Magic Recipes’ 
Bill Bradley 
Jane Ellison 
*Young & Rubicam 
A. 8S. BOYLE 
(Floor Wax) 
2-Su-WABC 
Irving Kaufman 
*Blackett.-S-H 
BREITENBACH 
(Pepto-Mangan) 
3-Su-WIZ 
Anthony Frome 
Alwyn Bach 
®*McCann-Erickson 
BRILLO 
12:30-Su-W ABC 
Tito Guizar 
j#muel Amorosi 
Joseph Gibson 
Lucien Schmidt 
Syivester Gillis 
*}. Presbrey 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
9-W-WEAF 

(Sal Hepatica) 

(Ipana) 
Fred Allen 
Portiand Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Lionel Stander 
Eileen Douglas 
Irwin Delmore 
Minerva Pious 
James Melton 
Lennie Hayton 
*Benton & Bowles 

CAMPANA 

6:30-Su-WJZ 
Aun Seymour 
Don Ameche 


Phil Lord 
Betty Winkler 





10-F-WEA® 
First Nighter’ 
june Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlton Brickert 
‘iff Soubier 
fS Sagerquist Ore 
*Aubrey Wallace 
CAMPBELL 
(Soup) 
9:30-F-WABC 
Hollywood Hote 
Dick Powell 
Louella Parsons 
Ted Fio-Rito Ore 
Frances Langford 
Muzzy Marcellino 
Joy Hodges 
Fredric March 
‘Fr. W. armstrong 
CARLETON 
& HOVEY 
(Fr. John's Med.) 
7:15-Th-WJZ 
Alexander Thiede 
Eva Gingras’ Chor. 
Dwight Meade 
*John W. Queen 
CARLSBAD 
(Salts) 
4:30-Su-WJZ 
7:15-Tu-WJZ 
Morton Downey 
Guy Bates Post 
Ray Sinatri Ore 
*Kiesewetter 
CARNATieow MILK 
10-M-WEAF 
Lullaby Lady 
M L Eastman 
*Erwin, Wasey 


CITIES SERVICE 
8-F-WEAF 
Jessica Dragonette 
Rosario Bourdon Or 

Quartet 
*Lord & Thomas 


COCA COLA 
10:30-F-WEAF 
Frank Black Ore 
Conrad Thibault 
Chorus 
*D’Arcy 
COLGATE-PALM 
10-Tu- WEAF 
(Palmolive Soap) 
‘Great Waltz’ 
Frances White 
John Barclay 
Al Goodman Or, 
9:30-M-WEAF 
(ColgateTooth paste) 
Otto Harbach 
Martha Mears 
Al Goodman Ore 
10:15 a.m.-M to F, 
Inc.-WEAF 
(Super Suds) 
Ciara, Lu ’n’ Em 
*Benton-B 


COOK’S TOURS 
5:30-Su-WJZ 

Travelogs 

Malcolm La Prade 

*L. D. Wertheimer 


CORN PRODUCTS 
8-Th-WABC 
(Linit) 
‘Hour of Charm’ 

Phil Spitalny 
Rosaline Green 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kaye 
Pat Harrington 
Gypsy Cooper 
Mary Rumrill 
Ann De Marco 
Lilyan Perron 
12:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘The Gumps’ 
Wilmer Walter 
Agnes Moorehead 
Lester Jay 
George Graham 
Edith Spencer 
*E. W. Hellwig 


CRAZY WATER 
(Crystals) 
2:30-Su-WEAF 

Gene Arnold 

Commodores 
8:30-M-WJIZ 

Carefree Carnival 

*Direct 

CREAM O’ WHEAT 
j-Su-WABC 


Alexander Woollcott 
R. Armbruster Ore 
*J. W. Thompson 


CRYSTAL CORP. 
(Outdoor Girl) 
7:30-S-WABC 

Gladys Baxter 

Walter Preston 

Victor Arden’s Orc 

Burford Hampden 

Kay Carroll 

Ruth Easton 

Mrg. Bourke-White 

*United Adv 


R. D. DAVIS 
(Cocomalt) 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
‘Buck Rogers’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Adele Ronson 
William Shelley 
Elaine Melchior 
Edgar Stehli 
Dwight Weist 
*Ruthrauff & R 
DELCO 
5:45-Sa-WABC 
Art Dickson 
Charlie Morgan 
*Geyer Co 
EMERSON 
(Bromo Seltzer) 
8 :30-F-WJIZ 
‘Intimate Revue’ 
Al Goodman Ore 





Jane Froman 
*J. M. Mathes 


EX-LAX 

9:30-M-WABO 
Lud Gluskin 
Block & Sully 
Gertrude Niesen 
“Katz 

FIRESTONE 

8:30-M-WEAF 
Nelson Edy 
Vocal Ensemble 
Wm. Daly Orch. 
*Sweeny-James 


FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Wendel! Hall 
*k. W. Ramsey 


FLETCHER’S 
CASTORIA 
8-Sa-WABC 
Roxy & Gang 
Kitty Lewis 
Ruth Carhart 
Aimee Deloro 
Herbert Kingsley 
Vicki Chase 
Darrell Woodyard 
Alfred Seville 
Larry Taylor 
Henrietta Sch’mann 
Lillian Morton 
Leon Rosebrook Or 
*Young & R 
FORD MOTOR 
9-Su-WABC 
Elizabeth Rethberg 
Detroit Symphony 
9:30-Th-WABC 
Fred Waring 
Ted Pearson 
Stella Friend 
Kay Thompson 
*N. W. Ayer 
FORHAN 
(Toothpaste) 
7:15-M-W-F-WEAF 
‘Stories of the 
Black Chamber’ 
*McCann-Erick 


FRIGIDAIRE 
10-W-W ABC 
Jack Pear! 
Cliff Hall 
Leith Stevens 
Patti Chapin 
Freddie Rich Ore 
*Geyer Co. 
GEN. BAKING 
:30-Su-WABC 
Julia Sanderson 
Frank Crumit 
Fred Norworth 
=x &. Da @ & 
GENERAL CIGAR 
(White Owl) 
9:30-W-WABO 
Burns & Allen 
Phil Regan 
Bobby Dolan Ore 
*Thompson 


GEN. ELECTRIC 
12:15-Su-WEAF 


‘What Home Means 
to Me’ 
GENERAL FOODS 
2:30-F-WEAF 
Martha Mears 
Jimmy Wilkinson 
Al & Lee. Reiser 
Warren Hull 
Frances Lee Barton 
*Young & Rubican 
9-Th-WEAF 
(Maxwell) 
Frank McIntyre 
Lanny Ross 
Conrad Thibault 
Muriel Wilson 
‘Molasses ’n’ Jan’ry 
Gus Haenschep 
8:30-W-WJIZ 


(Log Cabin Syrup) 
Lanny Ross 
Harry Salter Ore 
*Benton & B 
1-Su-WJZ 
(Jell-O) 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
Don Bestor Orc 
Frank Parker 
*Young & Rubicam 
GENERAL 
HOUSEHOLD 
(Grunow Refrig.) 
10-Sa-WABC 
Minn. Symphony 
Eugene Normandy 
Anne Campbell 
*Hays MacFarlend 
GENERAL MILLS 
4:45-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WOR 
‘Life of Mary 
Southern’ 
Linda Carlon 
10:45-W-F-WEAF 
Betty Crocker 
Cooking Recipes 
*McCord Co. 
5:30-Daily Ex. 
Su-WABC 
Jack Armstrong 
All American Boy 
4-Daily-WJZ 
‘Betty & Bob’ 
Betty Churchill 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Carl Brickert 
Louis Roen 
*Blackett 
GEN. MOTORS 
9:30-Tu-WABC 
(Chevrolet) 
Grace Hayes 
Isham Jones 
10-Su-WEAF 
(Pontiac) 
Jane Froman 
Modern Choir 
Frank Black Ore 
8-Su-WJZ 
(Institutional) 
Henry Hadley 
Arthur Schabel 
*Campbell-Ewald 


Sa- 





GROVE LAB. 
Bromine-Quinine 
1:45-Su-Ta 
WABC 

Pat Kennedy 
Art Kassel Ore 
*Stack-Goble 
GULF 
7:30-Su-WABC 
Chas Winninger 
Pickens Sis 
Frank Parker 
Revellers 4 
Frank Tours Ore 
"Cecil, W. & C. 
Ss. GUMPERT 
10:05-W-WABC 
‘Voice of Romance’ 
*Rose-Martin 


HEALTH PROD. 


6-Su-WABC 

(Feen-A-Mint) 
‘Amateur Night’ 
Ray Perkins, M.C. 
Arnold Johnson Ore 
*Wm. Esty 
HECKER H-0O 
6:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ 
Bobby Penson 
Neill O'Malley 
Fitrence Hallop 
Billy Halop 
Eddie Wragge 
John Battle 
Detmar Poppen 
Lorraine Pankow 
Joe Wilton 
John Shea 
Peter Dixon 
*Erwin-Wasey 


H. J. HEINZ 
10 a.m.-M-W-F- 
WIZ 


Josephine Gibson 
*Maxon 


HOOVER 
5-Su-WEAF 
Edward Davies 
Schumann-Heink 
Joe Koestner 
*Erwin-Wasey 


EDNA WALLACE 
HOPPER 
2:15 Daily Ex Sa- 
Su-WABC 


‘Romance of Helen 
Trent’ 
Virgina Clark 
Lester Tremayne 
Marie Nelson 
Alice Hill 
Sundra Love 
Gene McMillen 
Jack Doty 
Hazel Dopheide 
*Blackett 
HORLICK 
(Malted Milk) 
7:15-Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WOR 
Lum & Abner 
*Lord & Thomas 


HOUSEHOLD 
FINANCE 
7:30-Tu-WJIZ 

Edgar A. Guest 
Jos Koestner’s Ore 
Charles Sears 
Tom, Dick & Harry 
*c. D. Frey 
HUDSON MOTOR 
8:30-M-WABOC 
Kate Smith 
3 Ambassadors 
William Adams 
Jack Miller Ore 
*Brooke-Smith 
HUMPHREY’S 
(Medicine) 
10:30 a m.-S-M-W 
Peter de Rose 
May Singhi Breen 
Bob Emery 
IRONIZED YEAST} 
7:15-Tu-Th-Sa- 
WEAF 
Whispering Jack 
Smith 
*Ruthrauff-R 
JERGEN 
9:30-Su-WJZ 
Walter Winchell 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
JOHNSON & SON 
(Floor Wax) 
5:30-Su-WEAF 
Tony Wons 
Loretta Poynton 
Hazel Dopheide 
Emery Darcy 
Ginna Vanno 
Ronnie & Van 
Anne Campbell 
*Needham 
KELLOGG 


5:30-Daily Ex. 
Su-WJZ 
‘Singing Lady’ 
Ireene Wicker 
7:45-Th-WJIZ 
Ruth Etting 
Red Nichol’s Ore 
*"N. W. Ayer 
KLEENEX 
12-M to F Inclusive 
-WEAF 
‘Story of Mary 
Marlin’ 
*Lord & Thomas 


KOLYNOS 
7:15-Daily Ex Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 

Arthur Hughes 

Ruth Russell 
James Meighan 
Curtis Arnall 
Jos. Latham 
*Blackett-S-H 
KRAFT-PHENIX 
10-Th-WEAF 
P Whiteman Orc 
Harry Stockwell 
Jack Fulton 


Sa- 


LADY ESTHER 
10-Su-M-WABC 
8:30-Ta-W-WEAF 

Wayne King 
*Stack-Goble 
LAMBERT 
PHARMACAL 
(Listerine) 
1:40-Sa-W EAF-WJIZ 
Metropolitan Opera 
‘La Serva Pardona’ 
‘Don Pasquale’ 
Lucrezia Borl 
Editha Fleischer 
Tito Schipa 
Geraldine Farrar 
*Lambert-Feasley 


LEHN & FINE 
8-Su-WABO 
(Pebeco) 

Eddie Cantor 

Harry Einsteins 

Rubinoff 

Ted Husing 

*Lennen & 
$:30-Su-WABC 
(Hinds Honey & 
Almond Cream) 


‘Club Romance’ 
Lois Bennett 
Conrad Thibault 
lee Patrick 
Ned Wever 
Don Voorhees 
*Blackman 


THOS, LEEMING 
(Baume Bengue) 
8:30-F-WOR 

Norman Cordon 
Lucille Peterson 
Choristers 4 
Lou Katzman Orc 
"Wm. Esty 
LIBBY MeNEILL 
5-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Adventure Hour’ 
Albert Brown 
Patricia Dunlap 
James Andelin 
Jesse Pugh 
Karl Way 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
LIFE SAVERS 
8-M-W-WABC 
‘Diane & Her Life 
Saver’ 
Rhoda Arnold 
Alfred Drake 
Lucille Wall 
John Griggs 
Myer Davis Ore 
*Topping & Lioyd 
LIGGETT 
& MYERS 
9-M-WABO 
Lucrezia Bori 
A Kostelanetz Orc 


9-W-WABC 
Lilly Pons 
A Kostelanetz Orc 
9-Sa-WABC 


Richard Bonellf 
A Kostelanetz Ore 
*Newell-Emmett 


LORILLARD 
(Briggs Tobacco) 
(Muriel Cigars) 


. 6:45-Sa-WEAF 


‘Sports Review 
Thornton Fisher 
Don Wilson 
William Shelley 
Lynn Patrick 
Lester Patrick 
*Lennen & M 


LOUIS PHILLIPPE 
2 Daily Ex. Sa-Su- 
WABC 


‘Marie, Little French 
Princess’ 

Ruth Yorke 

James Meighan 

Paul Stewart 

*Blackett 


LUDEN 
8:15-F-WJIZ 
Quartet 
R. Armbuster Orc, 
8:45-Sa-WABO 
Mary Courtland 
Robt Armbruster 
Jim Stanley 
Paul Parkes 
Carl Mathieu 
Walter Scanlon 
*J. M. Mathes 


GEO. W. LUFT 
(Cosmetics) 
10-W-WJIZ 

Hollywood Gossip 
Jimmy Fidler 
*Cecil, W-C 


LUX 
2:30-Su-WJZ 
Frank Morgan 
‘Nothing But Truth’ 
*J. Walt. Thompson 


LUXOR 
3-Su-WEAF 
‘Sally of Talkies’ 
Bob White 
Basel Loughrane 
Henry Saxe 
Joan Blane 
Marjorie Hannan 
*Lord & Thomas 
MACFADDEN 
8:30-F-WABO 
(True Story) 
‘Court of Human 
Relations’ 
Percy Hemus 
Arnold Johnson's Or 
Elsie Hitz 
Ned Wever 
Howard Smith 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
Paul Stewart 
8:30-Th-WABC 
(Liberty) 
Edwin C. Hill 
Edward Nell 
Fulton Oursler 
Arnold Johnson Orc 
*Erwin-Wasey 
MALTEX 
1-Su-WEAF 
Dale Carnegie 
Leonard Joy Ore 
*Sam C. Croot 
MAYBELLINE 
3:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Penthouse Seren- 
ade’ 
Chas. Gaylord Ore 
*Cramer Kasselt 
MET. LIFE CO. 
6:45-Daily WEAF 
Arthur Bagley 
*Direct 
DR. MILES LAB’S 
(Alka-Seltzer) 
9:30-Sa-WJZ 
WLS Barn Dance 
Ridge Runners 
Uncle Ezra 
Lulu Belle 








Helen Jepson 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 


Maple City 4 


/:45-M-W-F- WEAF 
‘Uncle Ezra,’ Radio 
Station EZRA 
Pat Barrett 
Cliff Soubler 
Carleton Guy 
Cunnees 


Charlies Sorce 
Harry Swan 
*Direct 

MOHAWK 
CARPET MILLS 
12:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 

Su-WABC 
‘5 Star Jones’ 
John Kaul 
Elizabeth Day 
Herbert Rawlinson 
J Anthony Jones 
Florence Malone 
Houston Richards 
Eddie Marr 
*Blackett-S-H. 


MOLLE 
7:30-Th-WEAF 

Al Bernard 
Emil Casper 
Theo. Carle 
Mario Cozzi 
Milt Rettenberg Orc 
*Stack-Goble 


MONTGOMERY 
WARD 
2-Su-WEAF 
‘Stories of The Old 

Testament’ 
Harvey Hays 
*Hays McFarland 


BENJ. MOORE 
(Paints) 


11:30 a. m.-W- 
WABC 


Betty Moore 
Lew White 
*Direct 
JOHN C, 
MORRELL 
2:15-Su-WJZ 
(Dog Food) 
Don Becker 
Dog Chats 
*Henri, H. & 
MUELLER 
10:15 a. m. 
Ex. Sa-Su-WA 
‘Bill & Ginger’ 
Virginia Baker 


Lyn Murray 
*Hellwig 


NATIONAL 
BISCUIT CO. 
10:30-Sa-WEAF 
Kel Murray Orc 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Benny Goodman Or 
Phil Duey 
Frank Luther 
Carmen Castillia 
Connie Gates 
Helen Ward 
Louis Alvarez 
*McCann-Erick 
NORSEC 
(Toothpaste) 
11:45-M-W-F 
WABC 
W Butterworth 
Milton Rettenberg 
Lou Raderman 
Lucien Schmidt 
*Stack-Goble 
NORTHWESTERN 
YEAST 


McD. 
Co. 


8-M-WJIZ 
‘Virginia Lee and 
Sunbeam’ 
Jan Garber 
Dorothy Page 
Bob White 
Elinor Harriott 
Ed Prentess 
Virginia Lee 
*Hays McFarland 
PACIFIC BORAX 
9-Th-WIZ 
‘Death Vall’y Days’ 
Tim Frawley 
Joseph Bell 
W. Whitney 
Lonesome Cowbo 
Joseph Bonime 
*McC.Erick 
PACKARD 
8 :30-Tu-WIZ 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Wilfred Pelletier 
*Young & R 
PEPSODENT 


7-Daily Ex Sat Sun- 
WwdIZ 


Amos ‘n’ Andy 
PINEX CO. 
1:30 Su-W-F-WABC 
Little Jack Little 
*Russell M. Seeds 

HILCO 


re 


7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
Su-WABO 
Boake Carter 
*Hutchins 
PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu- WEAF 
Leo Reisman’s Ore 
Phil Duey 
10:45 a. m.-Sa-WOR 
Graphologist 
Mme, N. Olyanova 
*Biow Co. 
PILLSBURY 
10:30-Daily-WJZ 
‘Today's Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gillman 
Fred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 
11 a.m.-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
Mary Ellis Ames 
*Hutchinson 
PLOUGH, INC. 
10-W-WEAF 
Guy Lombardo 
Ricardo Cortez 
*Lake-Spiro-C 
PINAUD 
6-Sa-WABC 
Arthur Murray 
Earl Oxford 
Leith Stevens 


*Blaker 
PREMIER PABST 
9-Tu-WEAF 


Ben Bernie 
Ginger Rogers 
Morris-W. & E. 
J. L. PRESCOTT 
(Oxol) 

10:30 a.m.-Daily Ex. 

Sa-Su-WABC 
Jack Fulton Ore. 
*B. B. D. & O. 
PRINCESS PAT 

9:30-M-WAZ 
Sketches 





*McJunkin 


P’CT'R & G'MBLE 
3 Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WEAF 
(Crisco) 

"Vie & Sade’ 
Art Van Harvey 
Billy Idelson 
Bernadine Flynn 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
(Ivory Soap) 
‘The Gibson Fam’ 
Conrad Thibault 
Jack & L Clemens 
Lois Bennett 
Don Voorhees Ore 
5:45-M-W-F-WEAF 
Ivory Stamp Club 
Capt. Tim Healey 
*Blackman 
$:15-Dally Except 
Sa & Su-WEAF 
(Oxydol) 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannon 
Karl Hubei 
Will Fornum 
Chas. Eggleston 
*Blackett 
3:15-M-W-Th- 
WEAF 
(Camay) 
‘Dreams Come 
True’ 
Barry McKinley 
Ray Senatra Ore 
*Pedlar & Ryan 
RALSTON 
5:15-M-W-F- WEAF 
(Purina) 
Tom Mix Straight 
Shooters 
Percy Hemus 
10:15-W-WJIZ 
(Ry Krisp) 
Madame Sylvia 
*Gardner 
RCA RADIOTRON 
9-Sa-WJZ 
Frank Munn 
Gabrielle Delys 
Barry McKinley 
*Lord & Thomas 
RCA VICTOR 
2-W-WIZ 
Paul Whiteman 
Ramona 
Kings’ Men 
John Hauser 
Bob Lawrence 
John B. Kennedy 
*Lord & Thomas 
REAL SILK 
9-Sa-WJIZ 
Chas. Previn Orch 
Olga Albani 
*Erwin-Wasey 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 
Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 
Earl Lawrence 
REISER CO. 
(Shampoo, etc.) 
11:15 a. m. Su- 
WEAF 


Jack & Loretta 
Clemens 
*Donahue-Coe 


REMINGTON 


A. Pryor, Jr., 

‘March of Time’ 

Howard Barlow Orc 

*B. B. D. & O 

R. J. REYNOLDS 

(Camel Cigarets) 
10-Tu-WABC 
9-Th-WABC 

Casa Loma Band 

Walter O'Keefe 

Annette Hanshaw 

Alice Frost 

Jack O'Keefe 

Louls Sorin 

Kay Renwick 

Kearny Sargent 

Pee Wee Hunt 


*Wm. Esty 
RITCHIE CO, 
8-Ta-WIZ 
Eno Crime Clues 
8-W-WIZ 
‘Penthouse 
Serenade’ 


Frank Parker 
Mark Hellinger 
Gladys Glad 

Sam Ahearn 

Emile Coleman Orc 
*N. W. Ayer 


SCHOLL CO, 


(Footpads) 
7.30-Tu-Th-Sa-WOR 
‘The Street Singer 
Arthur Tracy 
*Donahue & Coe 
SELBY SHOE 
8-F-W ABC 
Mrs. F. D. Roose- 
velt 
*Henri, Hurst 
SILVER DUST 
7:30-M-W-F- WABC 
‘The O'Neills’ 
Kate McComb 
Jimmy Tansey 
Aee McAlister 
Jack Rubin 
Jane West 
*B.. B.. D. & O. 
SHELL 
6:30-Sa-WABC 
‘Sports Review’ 
Eddie Dooley 
*J. W. Thompson 


SINCLAIR 

9-M-WJZ 
Gene Arnold 
Bill Childs 
Mac McCloud 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federal 


SMITH BROS. 
9-Sa-WEAF 
Rose Bampton 
Scrappy Lambert 
Billy Hillpot 
Nat Shilkret Ore 
*Homman, T. & F. 


SOCONY VACUUM 
7-Sa-W ABC 


‘Soconyland 
Sketches’ 
Chas. Webster 
A. P. Kaye 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
Kate McComb 
Isabel Winlocke 
Robert Strauss 
Edith Spencer 
John Milton 
Ruth Russell 
William Stickles Or 
*J. S. Getchell 
SPARKS 
WITHINGTON 
4-Su-WJIZ 
Jolly Coburn Ore 
H Van Emburgh 
*Edwin Wasey 








SPRATT 
(Dog Foods) 
5:45-Su-WIZ 

A Payson Terhune 
*Paris & Peart 


STAND. BRANDS 
8-Su- WEAF 
(Chase & Sanborn) 

Opera Tabloids 
‘Martha’ 
Richard Crooks 
Josephine Antoine 
Joan Peebbes 
8-W-WEAF 
(Royal Gelatine) 
Mary Picxford witb 
Stock Co 
‘Little Spitfire’ 
8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 
Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn. Yanks 
Eddie Dowling 
Olga Baclanova 
Tom Howard 
Sammy Byrd 
7:30-Su- WJZ 
Joe Penner 
Stefanni Diamond 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
*J. Walt. T’homp. 
STANDARD OLL 
OF NEW JERSEY 
10:30-F-WABO 
‘The O'Flynn’ 
Viola Philo 
Milton Watson 
Ray Collins 
Lucille Wall 
Leigh Lovell 
Jack Smart 
John Griggs 
Nat Shilkret Orch 
*McCenn-Erick 
STERLING PROD. 
8-Tu-W ABC 
(Bayer’s Aspirin) 
Frank Munn 
Bernice Claire 
Gus Haenschen Orc 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
Gus Haenschen Orc 
Frank Munn 
Vivienne Segal 
Ohman & Arden 
Bert Hirsch 
9-F-WEAF 
(Phillips Mag) 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Frank Munn 
Bernice Claire 
8:30-Tu-WABC 
Abe Lyman 
Vivienne Segal 
Oliver Smith 
5:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Skippy’ 
Franklin Adama, Jr 
Francis Smith 
Ray Appleby, Dir. 
*Blackett 
5:45-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 


(Calif. Syrup Figs) 
‘Dick Tracy’ 

Ned Wever 

Lester Jay 

Walter Kinsella 
Charles Slattery 
Rose Keane 

*Stack Goble 


STEW ART- 
WARNER 
(Alemite) 

10:30-Tu-Th- WABC 
Hugh Barrett 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Bob McCoy 

Art Thorsen 
Horace Heidt 
*Blackett-Sample 


STUDEBAKER 
9:30-Sa-W ABO 
8-M-WEAF 
Richard Himber 

Joey Nash 
*Roche-W-C 
SUN OIL 
6:45-Daily Except 
8a-Su-WJIZ 
Lowell Thomas 
*Roche- Williams 


SWIFT 
8-Sa-WEAF 
(Meat Products) 
Sigmund Romberg 
Wm. Lyon Phelps 
Stuart Churchill 

Lella Fisk 
2:30-Su-WEAF 
(Vigoro) 

Mario Chamilee 
*J. Walt Thompson 


TASTYEAST 
12-Su-WJZ 
Sam Hearn 
Betty Jane 
George Bueler 
Alice Frost 
Larry Grant 
Peggy Flynn 
Reggy Childs Ore 
*Stack-Goble 


TEXAS CO. 
9:30-Ta-WEAF 
Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
*Hanff-Metzger 


UNION CENTRAL 
(Insurance) 
5-Su-WJIZ 

‘Roses & Drum®’ 

Helen Claire 

Reed Brown, Jr. 

John Griggs 

Gus Smith 

Wright Kramer 

J. Spurin-Calleta 

forn Carr 

Jve Curtin 

Edward Jerome 

Jack Roslugh 

Morgan Farley 

Porter Hall 

GCuv Bates Psst 

Erwvyn Mutch 

*J. Walt. Thompson 

UNITED DRUG 
4-Su-WEAF 

Rhythm Symphony 

DeWolfe Hopper 

*Street & Finney 

U. Ss. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
9:30-F-WEAF 

‘One Night Stands’ 

Pic Malone 

Pat Padgett 

Josef Bonime 

*McC.-Erick. 

VICK 
7:15-M-W-F-WJZ 

Willard Robison Or 

Quartet 
9-Tu-WJZ 

Grace Moore 

*Cecil, W. C. 
5-Su-WABC 

Freddy Martin Orc 

Vera Van 

Donald Novis 

Warren Hull 

Elmer Feldkamp 

Terry Shand 

Male 8 

*Young & R. 


HERE AND THERE — 





J. O. Maland,. of WHO, Des 
Moines, Ia., has been named a vice- 
president of the Central Broadcast- 
ing company in addition to his 
managerial duties at the station. 





Helen P. Cummins and James 
Achzdon picked by Kate Smith as 
winners in her amateur audition at 
WIJIAS, Pittsburgh. 





Dan and Sylvia, boy-girl script 
act, getting afternoon spot build- 
up for a six-a-week commercial due 
next month on KDKA, Pittsburgh. 


Bob Pritchard, former stock actor, 
has joined WWSW, Pittsburgh, as 
an announcer, 





Nancy Martin of KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, now Mrs. Phillip Schiefer 
after a surprise wedding. 





Ed Schaughency, morning ‘get- 
ter-upper’ on KDKA, Pittsburgh, is 
part owner of a string of gas sta- 
tions. 





Helen Pritchard, in addition to 
her program from WSPD entertains 
regularly at dinner in the Commo- 
dore Perry hotel, Toledo. 





Allen Dailey has left the staff of 
WSPD, Toledo. 


WMAZ, Macon, using WLW re- 
broadcasts occasionally. 


Lou Cagle, guitar and vocal single 
last at KYBO, Lubbock, Tex. is 
now at WMAZ, Macon, 





Charles 8. Roberts, WLAC staff 
announcer, in Methodist hospital, 
Memphis, following an operation. 





Nashville Exchange Club  pre- 
sented Francis Craig, WSM’s dance 
master, a silver service. 





John Lewis, baritone on WSM, 
Nashville, also amateur rifle cham- 
pion of Tennessee, just returned 
from St. Petersburg national rifle 
meet. 





Joe Wolverton, guitarist, former- 
ly at WBBM and KMOX, and Peter 
Brescia, violinist and arranger, are 
new at WSM, Nashville. 





Bert Dodd, back in Akron after 
an absence of five years. Formerly 
on WADC; now over WJW. Has 
been broadcasting from WGAR, 
Cleveland; WGR, WKBW, Buffalo, 
and WSMB, New Orleans. 


Verl K. Thomson is with KSOO, 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak. as program di- 
rector. Formerly with WIBO and 
WGN, Chicago. 





Indianapolis Power and Light 
Company, owners of WFBM, have 
bought the Continental Bank build- 
ing, on Monument Circle. Radio 


(Continued on page 43) 





Billy Batchelor’ 
Ray Knight 
Janet Freeman 
Bobby Jordan 
Emily Vass 
Maurice Elis 
Clarence Straight 
*McKee-Albright 
WOODBURY 
9-Ta-WABC 
Bing Crosby 
Mills Bros. 
Georgie Stoll Orc 
7:45-M-W-F-WJZ 


WANDEB CO. 
(Ovaltine) 
5:45-Dalily-WJZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 

Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Pell 
*Blackett 
CHAS, WARNER 
(Sloan's Linament) 
9-W-W 


Warden Lawes in|: < é 
‘20,000 yrs, Sing er vee 
Sing’ y 
(Vince) Elsie Hitz 
9:30-W-WIZ Nick Dawson 
—. ae | ee *Lennen & M 
*Cecil. ; & 2“ cll = ni 
WASEY PROD'CTS WRIGLEY 
8:15-M-W-F- PHARMA- 
ABC CEUTICAL 
Edwin C. Hill 4:30-Su-WEAF 
12-Daily Ex. Sa-Su-| Harry Reser 
WABC Ray Heatherton 
6:45-Su-WABC Peg La Centra 
Voice of Experience *Jerome B. Gray 
2-Su-WOR » WM. WRIGLEY 


Jacob Tarshish, The 
Lamplighter 

*Erwin Wasey 

G. WASHINGTON 

(Coffee) 

9:45-Su-WJZ 

‘Adventures of Sher- 
lock Holmes’ 

Louis Hector 

Leigh Lovel 

Joseph Bell 


7-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 

‘Myrt ‘'n’ Marge’ 
Myrtle Vall 
Donna Damere}l 
Violet McClare 
Elinor Rella 
Ray Hedge 
Dorothy Day 
Vincent Coleman 
Redge Knorr 


Pierre Le Kreeun 
Raquel de Carlay 
Jerome Mann 
Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Orc 
*Blackett 
WELCH 
(Grape Juice) 
8-F-WIZ 
[rene Rich 
*Kastor 
WESTCLOX 
4:45-Su-WEAF 
‘Big Ben Dream 
Dramas’ 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
*B. B. D. & O. 
WHEATENA 
6:45-Dally except 
Sa-Su-WEAF 





Dramatic Serial 





*Cecil, W. C 
, : - Renee Rodier 
R. L. WATKINS Ray Appleby 
9-Su-WEAF 


6:45- Th-F-S-WABC 
Margaret Brainard 
John Augustine Ore 
*Frances Hooper 


WYETH 
2:30-Su-WABC 
(Hill's. Nose Drops) 
‘Hammerstein's Mu 

sic Hall of the Air 
Ted Hammerstein 
10:45-Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Mrs. Wiggs of 
Cabbage Patch’ 
Betty Garde 
Alice Frost 
Joe Latham 
Andy Donnelly 
Amy Sedelle 
Estelle Levy 
Pat Ryan 
*Blackett-S-H 
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"FCC's Washington Hearings | 




















Washington, Feb, 19. 

Hearings on more than a dozen requests for new stations, power boosts 
and frequency shifts were ordered last week by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. Erection of two new transmitters and increase in 
power for existing station were authorized, 

New stations will be at Milwaukee and Lake Charles, La., both one- 
lungers. Milwaukee Broadcasting Co. will use 1310 channel while Cal- 
easieu Broadcasting Co. in Kingfishland will use 1500. Power boost goes 
to WAGF, Dothan, Ala., which will Jump days from 100 to 250, 

Cases slated for hearing include: 

P. A. McBride, Ironton, O., new station 1500 kc 100 watts; KOL, Seattle, 
Wash., increase day from 2% to 5 kw; KOOS, Marshfield, Ore., change 
frequency from 1200 to 1390 kc; WBCM, Bay City, Mich., increase day 
power from 500 to 1 kw; KVL, Seattle, Wash., change frequency from 
1370 to 1070 kc; KTFI, Twin Falls, Ida. change frequency from 1249 to 
630 kc; KFRC, San Francisco, increase night power from 1 to 5 kw; 
Head of the Lakes Broadcasting Co., Virginia, Minn., new station 1379 ke 
100 watts; WEBC, Superior, Wis., increase power from 1 kw night and 
2% day to 1 kw night and 5 day; WMBG, Richmond, Va., shift fre- 
quency from 1210 to 1350 ke and boost power from 100 night and 250 
day to 500; KPRC, Houston, Tex., special authority to increase night 
power from 1 to 5kw; KMAC, San Antonio, Tex., shift frequency from 
1370 to 940 ke and increase power from 100 to 1 kw; Centennial Broad- 
casting Corp., Dallas, Tex., new station 1200 ke 100 watts; and Harold 
Reith, Goshen, Inc., television station. 

New Applicants 

Raft of new applications filed during week included: 

Morton S. Zaller, Lakewood, O., 1500 ke 100 watts; Florida Capitol 
Broadcasters, Inc., Tallahassee, Fla., 1310 ke 100 watts; Hearst Radio, 
Inc., Albany, N. Y., 970 kc 1 kw; Pampa Daily News, Pampa, Tex., 630 
ke 100 watts; G. D. Goff, Tampa, Fia., 1500 ke 100 watts; Evansville on 
the Air, Inc., Evansville, Ind., 1370 ke 100 watts; Amon G. Carter, Fort 
Worth, Tex., 970 kc 5 kw; A. R. Montgomery, Findlay, O., experimental 
broadcast 1570 ke 1 kw; and Lawrence B, Holzman, Atlanta, Ga., 590 ke 
250 watts night and 500 day. 

Signals Strengthened 

Power increases: WIOD-WMBF, Miami, Fla., from 1 to 5 kw and also 
to shift frequency from 1300 to 970 kc; WRJN, Racine, Wis., day from 
100 to 250 watts; WDGY, Minneapolis, Minn., increase from 1 kw night 
and 2% day to 1 kw night and 5 kw day; KGIX, Las Vegas, Nev., from 
100 to 250; KHQ, Spokane, Wash., from 1 kw night and 2 kw day to 1 
kw night and 5 kw day; KJR, Seattle, Wash., from 5 to 10 kw; and 
WPAX, Thomasville, Ga., from 100 to 250 day. 

Miscellaneous applications included request of WTAX, Springfield, Il, 
for facilities 6f WCBS, Springfield, which simultaneously asked for shift 
from 1210 to 1420. 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


Some 18 months of VAkIETY’s grosses showing Ted Lewis’ box office biz 
in the key cities was submitted as part of the presentation made in 
behalf of Lewis to Goodrich Tire. 

Admittedly expert as a stage snow band, its musical problems were 
offset by Billy Murray of the William Morris agency by showing that 
the (1) his disks sold well, and (2) that a ready-made national audience 
awaited Lewis, as witness the b.o. figures. 











French fans are getting more and more angry over programs being 
announced and never coming through. ‘Temps des Merveilleuses,’ a 
revolutionary operetta, was to have been broadcast last week from 
Radio Paris, and was dropped without explanation. Then the Opera 
Comique announced it was sending ‘Pelleas and Melisande’ from the 
game outlet, but all the listeners could get was a bit of music from 
Vienna. Few days later, Paris P, T. T. announced a program of chamber 
music and broadcast something entirely different. 





Stromberg-Carlson Company, operators of WHAM, Rochester, N. Y,., 
has established an experimental transmitter, W8XAI, to broadcast over 
a wave length of less than 7% meters. While this is out of range of 
most present receiving sets, engineers say it may be the answer to the 





ANYTHING BUT CUSSING 


WBZ Mollifies G.O.P. with $196 
Time Donation 








Boston, Feb. 19. 

Station WBZ will donate $196 
worth of free time to the Repub- 
lican party here every week. This 
is to keep the station on a neutral 
basis and to calm the peevish Re- 
publicans who chafe at radio slaps 
delivered them by Dick Grant, ex- 
radioite and now secretary to Gov- 
ernor James M. Curley. 

New period has been labeled the 
‘Radio Fair Play Forum.’ No edit- 
ing by WBZ. Anything goes except 
cussing. 


CRCW-CKLW AS 
MIKE AND IKE 


Detroit, Feb. 19. 
Canada’s newest radio station and 
the latest link in the chain of the 
Canadian Radio Commission net- 
work, took to the air last Thursday 
(14). New station's call-letters are 


CRCW. Located in Windsor, On- 
tario, across the river from Detroit. 
Wave-length is 606 and will oper- 
ate on 1,000 watts daytime and 500 
watts at night. 

American talent working on in- 
augural program included Roscoe 
Ates, screen comic, Sam Jack Kauf- 
man, me from the Fox theatre, 
Detroit, and talent from WSPD, 
Toledo and WWVA, Wheeling. 

Announcements were made in 
French and English and originated 
in the studio of CKLW (George 
Storer’s station). CRCW-CKLW 
setup is unique. Two stations will 
use the same studios, the same an- 
nouncing staff, the transmitters are 
within a few feet of each other and 
the master controls are assembled 
in the same engineering panel. 

Reason for station is to furnish 
western Ontario with commission 
broadcasts, which are in the main, 
mostly musical, religious and edu- 
cational, with no advertising what- 
soever. Heretofore, CKLW supplied 
this area, through its Columbia pro- 
grams and the Detroit’ station 
WXYZ carried a few of the Com- 
mission broadcasts, which in turn 
were piped out to its affiliate, the 
Michigan Radio network. 











FRANCE IS BACKWARD 


1,630,000 Radio Listeners Smal! Be- 
side Germany 











Paris, Feb. 10. 

Radio census shows only 1,630,000 | 
listeners in France, against 6,143,000 
in Germany and 6,473,000 in Eng- 
land, and the French are disturbed 
over their backwardness. 

Question arises whether reason is 
because good sets cost so much 
more in France than in other coun- 
tries, or because French broadcast- 
ing is so wretched. Defenders of 
local radio say it’s because the busi- 
ness only started to get organized 
in May, 1933, and it’s too soon for it 
to have made as much progress as 
in neighboring countries. Besides, 
France has only three powerful out- 
lets, whereas Germany and England 
have nine each of 60 kw and over. 


$10 Monthly Assessment 
Plus 15% Commish Is 
Chi Sales Rep Idea 


Dubuque, Ia., Feb. 19. 

Bert Horswell Co., Chicago radio 
agency, is trying to tie up a corn 
belt group of stations along lines 
that a Wisconsin outfit now oper- 
ates. Plan as outlined is to assess 
stations seeking representation $10 
per month for overhead plus usual 
15% commission on all time sold, 
standard rates to be maintained for 
single, or group time. Agency would 
use station stationery. 

Is seeking to garner enough Iowa 
accounts to sell the corn belt as a 
group. 











WHN’s Brooklyn Acct. 

WHN, New York, switches its 
Michael Bros. account from the 
main studio to its Brooklyn unit. 
Commercial is a borough firm and 
is the first major sponsored hour to 
be carried regularly from the aux- 
iliary station. 

Mayfair House is the title of the 
once weekly broadcast. 





With Talent Fighting Before Start 
Lewis-Rockwell Show in Uproar 





Ted Lewis withdrew yesterday 
(Tuesday) from the program which 
Goodrich Tire has slated to debut 
March 8 on the NBC blue (WJZ) 
link when the agency on the ac- 
count, Ruthrauff & Ryan, refused 
to agree to his demand that he re- 
ceive to billing in the show's 
newspap advertising. Lewis’ de- 
cision to call all bets off came as 
an anti-climax to weeks of bick- 


ering involving also the question of 
who was to have supreme authority 
over the production’s music and 
whether Leopold Spitalny, who au- 
ditioned the original program, was 
to be retained as the unbill d mu- 
sical director. 

Arrangement as originally sub- 
mitted to the commercia! had the 
billing of the show split equally 
between Lewis and Doc Rockwell. 
After Lewis the week before had 
threatened to quit unless’ the 
agency consented to the elimination 
of Spitalny and the top billing 
proposition, Rockwell asked that 
he be released from the program. 
Rockwell averred that he would 
rather not work on a show where 
it was evident from the start that 
the principals would not get along 
amiably. Agency refused to con- 
sider his request, and insisted that 
he stay. 

Wrangle involving Spitalny de- 
veloped when Lewis declared that 
he wanted some one other than 
Spitalny to take charge of the mu- 
sical preparation of the show. 
Spitalny refused to quit, claiming 
that Lewis had originally agreed to 
pay him $1,000 out of the $4,000 
Lewis was to get for arrangements 
and his concertmeister 
Deal with the account also stipu- 
lated that Lewis take care of his 
orchestra, standby men and a mixed 
chorus out of the $4,000. 


Heated ; 
William Morris. office, which 
booked Tsewis, brought the latter 


and the agency reps together for a 
final discussion of the issues Mon- 
day afternoon (18). Argument at 
one point grew so bitter that Lewis’ 
lawyer and manager, Harold Gumm, 
and a Ruthrauff & Ryan _ rep, 
squared off, but were prevented 
from landing any blows when others 
present intervened. Meeting broke 
up with the understanding that 








WFIL's 18-Man 


Offer Spurned 





Union Surprises Philadelphia by Rejecting 


Lewis would deliver his final de- 
cision today (Tuesday). Through 
the Morris office Lewis informed the 
agency that since he felt that he 
could not be happy on the program 
he had decided that could not un- 
der any circumstances go through 
with the Goodrich connection. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan office was 
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problem of crowded air channels. 


These ultra-high frequencies have 





some of the characteristics of light and can be transmitted in the form 
of a beam in any desired direction. 





Salt Lake City is one of the traditionally Republican cities in the 
United States where efforts are afoot to have new stations under Demo- 
cratic auspices established. Orman Ewing, former Democratic state 
chairman, is seeking licenses for one or two transmitters there. 

Up to now the two existing stations KDYL and KSL seem to have 
successfully argued that the radio service for the Utah metropolis is 
adequate, 





Earl Gluck, manager of WSOC, Charlotte, speaking on ‘The Human 
Side of Radio’ before a Charlotte civic club, told of two production 
tragedies: A patent medicine program carried the song, ‘I Wish You 
Were Dead, you Rascal, You’; and a radio retailer’s program was allowed 
to carry ‘Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen’ sandwiched next to the 
blurb about how good the sets were. 





Baltimore Catholic Review, church news weekly circulated in Balto 
and Washington, will deputize a staff man versed in a couple of foreign 
languages to keep tabs on Church affairs in Europe by tuning in short- 
Wave on the Continental broadcasters. Only events with an ecclesias- 
tical angle will be culled from the short-wave news dispatches and 
translated into the Review's pages. 





Madrid, Spain, in co-operation with EAJ 17, is making a daily 
plea to listeners to tune down sets after 11 p.m. Says the lessening of 
the volume ‘will permit thousands and thousands of Madridites get 
much-needed rest.’ Anti-noise campaign is in connection with a drive 
to silence all motorcar horns from 1 a.m, to 7 a.m, 





Mexican patriotic organization has petitioned its government to estab- 
lish monthly tax of 28 cents on all radio apparatus throughout Mexico 
to raise funds for national defense, Government's considering. 





John McCormack’s salary in radio is $2,500 a broadcast when the con- 
tract involves a commercial series. Last week singer was quoted as 
getting $1,500 for single appearances. Those singles are reliably reported 
as at $3,000. 





Kay Foster’s Personals 

Kay Foster, placed under con- 
tract by NBC as a singer for sus- 
taining programs three times week- 
ly, is being permitted time out for 
stage personals. 

After playing a week at the Met, 
Boston, going off the air for that, 


Heatter’s Double Renewal 

Gabriel Heatter, whose daily com- 
ments on the Hauptmann trial were 
sponsored by two firms over WOR, 
New York, has been extended by 
both, Grove Laboratories keeps 
him until April 1. 

Tastyeast, whose contract expires 





thig week, has re-signed Heatter for 
& period of 52 weeks, This account 
airs at 1:15 daily. 








Miss Foster went back on the air 
waves over WEAF, N. Y., Friday 


(15). 


scouting around yesterday for a 


$70-a-Week Staff Jobs 





Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 
One of the most incongruous situ- 
ations yet recorded in local radio 
here involves the current attempt 


of WFIL to install a minimum 18- 
piece house unit, 

Studio applied to the Philly Mu- 
sicians’ Union several weeks ago, 
voluntarily, to employ the group 
under a reported $70 weekly fig- 
ure, to include both sustaining and 
commercial shows on a 30-hour 
week. Action was unprecedented 
in this territory where the Union's 
major ether task has generally been 
to install any music at all. 

Meanwhile, the Local’s exec com- 
mittee, ruling on the application, 
sent it back to the manager, Don 
Withycomb, with a request for a 
$20 increase. Withycomb flatly re- 
fused any further negotiations and 
decided to build a program sched- 
ule without the use of any studio 
bands. Musicians have been filing 
in and out of Union headquarters 
directing complaints at the Execu- 
tiv body, while other talent are 
fuming because the lack of a stu- 
dio band is preventing a more com- 
prehensive and profitable program 
schedule. 

Incongruity les in the fact that 
house band requirements for WFIL, 
a 1 kw outfit, can be limited to 
eight men at a salary almost half 
of the station’s original offer. 

Action of WFIL in offering to 


guarantee 18 musicians’ salaries 
until Aug. Ist represented an at- 
tempt to properly build its pro- 


gramming. Withycomb pointed out 
that the policy of paying all sus- 
taining talent is being strictly ad- 
hered to, and the Union’s refusal of 
what he terms a ‘purely unrequired’ 





talent of livelihood and local audi- 
ences of quality broadcasting. 
Union's Side 

It is understood the Union’s con- 
tention is that WFIL will use the 
eighteen men as a maximum unit to 
control all commercial broadcast- 
ing, limiting musician’s employment 
there to that number. On the other 
hand, the studio avers that a com- 
plete weekly schedule will require 
much more than this group and that 
further a 30-hour week will not 
suffice. Consequently, overtime on 
an average week will cover the re- 
quested $20 increase. Station 
brands the Union’s ultimatum that 
it use the 18-piece unit as a group 
for all programs as ‘impractical,’ 
nor will it credit split parts of the 
band with work they have not ac- 
tually done. 

Local Union has been endeavor- 
ing for some time to place house 
units in each radio station. Cam- 
paign has only met with a modicum 
of success. Precedent was estab- 
lished last fall when WCAU hired 
a 10-piece crew at scale prices for 
daytime operations, sustaining only, 
and using a single leader, This was 
actuated by the fact that WCAU 
carried chain throughout the night 
making a house band unnecessary 
then. However, the WFIL pattern 
of using a musician's staff at the 
behest of program requirements, as 
done by the networks, raises a situ- 
ation not met by the Union here 
before. 

At this writing no further de- 
cisions on WFIL case are expected 
before March. Singers and actors 
foresee that an acquiescence by the 
Union to the station may eventually 
mean prosperity that never dawned 


proudly 
which he took during the recent 
partial eclipse of the sun. 
in his new Stinson plane at 9:15 
a.m. 
feet, he started grinding his Leica 


substitute band name. Among those 
being considered were Victor Young 
and George Olsen, with Ethel 
Shutta in the latter case included. 


PITTSBURGH GLASS 
SEEKS LOCAL TALENT 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Pittsburgh plate glass and paint 
company will go on the ether on 
March 18 for a wide campaign 
throughout the country. Will use 
discs and local talent on some 25 
stations. Tie-up has been made be- 
tween the N. W. Ayer agency and 
World broadcasting on the record- 
ing and placing of the discs. Wher- 
ever the discs are not spotted the 
account will use live talent. 

In-person shows so far set on 
WCCO, WDAF, WSB, WFAA, 
WTMJ. In general the disc shows 
will be on somewhat smaller sta- 
tions which are not generally tied 








up with exclusive representative 
outfits. 


On all stations it will be a 
five-times-weekly shot and will run 
for eight weeks on a spring clean- _, 
ing and touch-up campaign. Show 
will also be spotted on the Mutual 
system. 

Howard Rose, of the agency, and 
H. B. Alley, of the Pittsburgh paint 
company, are now skipping around 
the country picking the talent for 
the in-person programs. 





Doc Young, WDGY 


trotting out 


owner, is 
36 pictures 


Took off 


Reaching an altitude of 3,500 


Fo Me bir id eat yp horrid ae Fe Diigh 


TC Ge meee oe . 





camera and his Folmer' grafiex 





before, and cannot understand what 





offer is depriving musician’s and 


all the shooting is about. aerial mapping camera, 


e 


9 ; : 











} 
t 
7s ) 
a 
-_ 
ry 











yen ee weal 


eee 


Crs 


ede Be 
in agnoncama aheen 


a 
~ et ere 





VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, February 20, 1935 








os 








RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Stunts, Tie-Ups, Program Novelties) 








Outstanding Stunts 





DOLLAR BILL SURPRISE 
WMAZ, MACON, GA. 





TYDOL-MARANVILLE GAG 
WHEC, ROCHESTER 











Overcoming Lassitude 
Macon, Ga. 
Station WMAZ borrowed a stunt 
from the vaudeville comicality of 
firing off a revolver just to see if 
the audience is paying attention. 
Just to make sure that the 300 
odd persons on the mailing list for 
the station’s weekly bulletin were 
reading it Wilton Cobb inserted 
crisp dollar bills at random into a 
number of the bulletins. When the 
news got around the station got 
100% circulation! 





Tydol-Maranville Stunt 
Rochester. 

Walter (Rabbit) Maranville, vet- 
eran second-baseman who expects 
to return to the baseball wars this 
spring with the Braves after break- 
ing his leg in spring training last 
year, has been appointed a gas sta- 
tion manager as a publicity stunt 
and broadcasts daily for Tydol over 
WHEC. 

He chats of his experiences in his 
long career in the big leagues, 


Deviled Steak Clamor 
Cleveland. 

WJAY copped itself some word- 
of-mouth publicity and took a bow 
when the station interviewed a staff 
member of another station, WHK, 
on a recipe program and got 1,267 
housewife letters. 

Larry Roller of WHK offered a 
recipe for deviled steak over WJAY 
with the response causing him a 
psypostage stamp problem. 





Love’s Blindness 
Dubuque, Ia. 
Screwiest question of an inquir- 
ing reporter: 


‘Why do you close your eyes 
when kissed?’ 

And answers just the same. 
Spotted in the downtown sector 


over WKBB’s transmitter and given 
advance publicity, had a mob 
around the store sponsoring the 
program with practically all the 
goofs trying to get to the mike for 
a whirl. 

Stunt demonstrated that asinine 
questions are hotter for attention 
and advertising than straight legit 
current events, or items of local 
interest. 


Paris Style Trend 
New York City. 

French government places a 
taboo on fashion broadcasts right 
after the spring openings due to 
the keen competition existing be- 
tween the various Parisian style 
centers. Thus broadcast by Carmel 
Snow for U. S. audiences only beat 
the regular press bureaus to a first- 
hand resume of the new trends. 
Carmel Snow is editor of Harper’s 
Bazaar in Paris. Program was 
ballyhooed heavily by NBC with 
department stores and _= smaller 
shops tieing up with the program 
directly. 

Many places arranged their early 
spring fashion reviews in conjunc- 
tion with the talk. This created 
large listening groups and also 
spread the word around. Broadcast 
at 3 p.m., which made it 8 o’clock 
in the evening on the other side. 
Originated from studios of Radio 
Coloniale, Paris, 








Not Helping the Enemy 
Burlington, Vt. 

Burlington Daily News’ WCAX, 
although grantcd permission by the 
City Fathers several weeks ago to 
install a mike in the city hall, is 
delaying action until after the 
March election. 

It is feared that the present oc- 
cupant of the Mayor’s chair might 
get favorable publicity over the air 
-— the News is opposed to his poli- 
cies, 





Parent-Teachers’ Anniversary 

Dubuque, Ia. 
Commemorating the thirty-eighth 
anniversary of the founding of the 
National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, the Iowa _ organization 
“sed radio as its medium this week. 
WkKBB opened its mike to members 
of the Iowa congress, as did KSO, 
Des Moines; KFJB, Marshalltown; 


WMT, Waterloo; WOI, <Ames; 
WSUI, Iowa City; WHO, Des 
Moines; WOC, Davenport; KOIL, 


Council Bluffs, and other stations 
throughout the state. 

Programs were limited to talks 
and music. 


Fishermen’s Advice 
Boston. 
WHDH, Boston, has inaugurated 
additional radio service to fisher- 
men at sea in its 10-minute broad- 
cast of market news direct from 
Fish Pier, Boston, daily (10:50-11). 
Since 1926, when station was 
WPES, fishermen have been getting 
gegular radio reports which include 


‘fish market prices, 


| 4:30-4:45. 


notices of ar- 
rivals in port, birth and death no- 
tices, as well as special messages 
from families to fishermen. 

Other periods are 10:30-10:50 and 
In the summer the boys 
the Banks get an extra ether 

Between mes- 
gives fishermen 
which hill-billy 


on 
service at 9:15 p.m. 
sages the station 
transcriptions, of 
numbers are faves. 





W!P—Ledger Are Pals 
Philadelphia. 

With Philly dailies sans ether 
scribblers and most sheets definite- 
ly adverse to radio yet, WIP has 
tied in with the Public Ledger on 
one of the best space-grabbing 
stunts pulled so far. 

Station, using its kiddies gabber, 
Uncle Wip, has concocted an Eve- 
ning Ledger Comics Party for kids, 


on Washington's Birthday. The 
event is getting quarter-page 
spreads regularly on the paper's 


radio page, which is a miracle in 
itself. 

Idea works around a game called 
‘Funny-Page Detective.’ Sheet’s 
promotion ad advises kids to tune 
in Uncle Wip each night, and he 
will ask them to look for and mark 
a comic character saying or doing 
something special. After the young- 
sters have saved three of the pics, 
they mail the complete set to the 
broadcaster and receive a free in- 
vite to the holiday party. If course 
the ‘clues’ are soft because the kids 
range in the tender age, but the 
ads put the thing so nicely it clicks. 
The party will be exchequered by 
Gimbel Brothers, who also snare 
free publicizing, so it’s a tri tie-up 
with the store, station and paper 
reaping respective harvests. 


Colorful Police Sergeant 
San Antonio. 

Now in its sixth year, KONO 
finds a daily pick-up from police 
headquarters packing plenty of 
listener interest. Program consists 
of the daily report direct from ser- 
geant’s desk. Station’s luck is that 
sergeant who airs the report is 
something of a humorist, coloring 
otherwise routine matter with some 
inside stuff about what went on the 
night before. 





Romance of the Mails 


Cincinnatl. 

Romance of the Mails, new sus- 
tainer on WFBE, is proving a popu- 
lar public feature. Program on Sun- 
days from 1 to 1:15 p.m. Began 
Jan. 27 and runs to March 17. Con- 
tinuity prepared and presented by 
Post Office employees. Separate 
topics: Postal History, Rural De- 
livery, Air Mail, Night Flying, The 
Letter Carrier, Parcel Post, Rates 
and Information, and Future of 
U. S. Postal Service. 


Double Duty 
Holly wood. 

KMTR, which broadcasts. the 
President Roosevelt speeches on a 
piping arrangement with CBS, will 
record all of the future speeches in 
ogder to run them off as dises the 
following day for those who might 
have missed them. 

Station got its permission to wax 
the presidential messages from the 
White House. . 


Disaster in the Fog 


so Philadelphia. 
WIP’s Front Page of the Air show, 








from the Philly dailies 
British freighter rammed and sunk 
a ferry in the Delaware River (8). 

Studio got the flash from the p.a. 
of the Wilson Line, one of whose 
boats later took survivors and in- 
jured. Quick contact with the 
Penna. R. R. secured permish for a 
broadcast from the ferry slip, and 
station was on the air within the 
hour. Broadcast was ‘a thriller, 
since ferry was badly damaged with 
a full cargo of passesgers and auto- 
mobiles aboard. Description was 
made of the rescues, attempt to 
save the ferry, and the ship’s final 
plunge to Davey Jones’ locker. 

Accident occurred on a foggy 
morning, just too late for the sheets 
to make their first editions. WIP 
was on the air for 30 minutes and 
scooped everything around. 


The Little Beaver 


Duluth. 

WEBC, Duluth-Superior, launched 
its new weekly series, ‘The Romance 
of Furs,’ with some sound and 
smart showmanshin. 

“The Little Beaver Leads to the 
Discovery of the Father of Waters’ 
was the title of the program open- 
er, with Norman Jackson, WEBC 
baritone, singing voyageur songs 
Staged against sighing wind and 
rippling water sound effects. Theme 
is faded in and out to give effect 
of voyageur’s approach from a dis- 
tance. 

Notices sent out to superintend- 
ents of the Duluth and Superior 
school systems, suggesting that the 
kiddies could get their history with 
a sugar coating by Hstening to 
‘Romance,’ resulted in bulletins 
from the supes’ offices to the vari- 
ous principals and teachers, asking 








kids to listen. Despite fact that the 


its new series, took another scoop 
when a 








Station Portrait 


—— --- 


WGE-WKBW, Buffalo 


In Buffalo WGR and WK BW 
spell Lounsberry and Louns- 
berry spells Buffalo Broadcast- 
ing Corporation. This boy from 
Lockport is the mainspring and 
motive power of the organiza- 
tion and everything in it re- 
flects his personality. 

Ten years ago, Lounsberry, 
an engineer with Johns-Man- 
ville, was banished to the 
sticks of Lockport by that or- 
ganization to conduct experi- 
mental sound work at the 
Norton Laboratories. Playing 
around with technical sound 
stuff, Lounsberry established 
station WMAK, then a purely 
local and technical experiment. 
Al Beckerich, manager of 
Loew's, Buffalo, wanted a 
hookup and he, together with 
Murray Whiteman, who was 
looking for music publicity, 
were instrumental in bringing 
WMAK into Buffalo. First sta- 
tion was located in the cellar 
of the Lafayette Hotel. 

At the same time, a suburban 
crowd of experimenters in Ken- 
more had set up WKEN, util- 
ized largely by H. M. Addison 
then managing the Great Lakes 
(Fox). The two stations finally 
got together, both their popu- 
larity and their combination 
being chiefly due to the back- 
ing and interest of theatrical 
groups here. 

Then came the Rev. Church- 
ill, Buffalo’s super-salesman of 
religion with his WKBW. 
Churchill’s high powered ap- 
paratus about blasted every- 
thing else off the air until the 
government intervened. Then 
Lounsberry had his big idea. 
Going to the Marine Trust 
Company, he sold them the 
idea of a combination of sta- 
tions and BBC was formed 
taking in Lounsberry, Church- 
ill and the old WGR (formerly 
the Federal Telephone Com- 
pany), backed by the most 
potent financial group in this 
part of the country. Subse- 
quently Churchill dropped out 
and today, though the Marine 
Trust Company owns BBC, the 
ammunition continues to be 
provided by Lounsberry who 
takes care of the shooting on 
all fronts. 











stint is a commersh, the schools are 
now solidly behind it. 

For contrast and listener-atten- 
tion, two announcers close the ses- 
sion with a punch. In staccato, 
snappy questions and answers, they 
conduct brief ‘Fur Facts,’ giving 
odd bits of info about furs and fur- 
bearing animals. 

So good so far that station is 
thinking about sending out regu- 
lar bulletins to the school heads 
apprising ’em what the station has 
to offer ‘from time to time along 
educational lines. 


NBC’s ‘Giant-Grams’ 
New York City. 

Giant-Grams concocted in the 
form of huge telegrams were sent 
out by the hundreds from NBC fol- 
lowing Kirsten Flagstad’s operatic 
debut. Excerpts of the press no- 
tices and other timely bits included 
in the running copy. Agencies and 
clients received these large sheets. 

Edward De Salisbury drew up the 
reading copy. Actual size was 
22 by 18 inches. First time that 
this chain has used this form of 
attention gatherer. It will not be 
used for a long time, as figured all 
value would be lost if repeated too 
soon. Mme. Flagstad, newest of the 
classic warblers to rate special at- 
tention from the artists’ bureau. A 
total of 1,500 grams were put in the 
mail, 








Head Cop Broadcasts 


Peoria, M1. 
WMBD, Peoria, recently efiected 
a tie-up with city police for a series 
of morning broadcasts direct from 
the office of the chief of police. 
Chief Walter Williams is heard 
for five minutes each morning at 
10:40, broadcasting news of missing 
persons, descriptions of wanted 
criminals, warnings against fake 
solicitors, and educational ideas for 
traffic control, 





Enlarged Snapshot as Prize 


Schenectady, N. Y. 

Procter & Gamble is using a new 
type of ‘free offer’ to thread dialers 
and to needle sales of Camay Soap, 
plugged on a thrice-weekly after- 
noon swing over the NBC red web, 
with Barry McKinley, baritone; and 
Ray Sinatra’s orchestra. It is a 
proposition to enlarge a snapshot of 
the listener, one of the family or a 
friend. 

Company does the job and frames 
the photo, in return for 25 cents and 
three Camay wrappers. Women are 
asked to obtain Camay gift certifi- 
cates in stores, but, if these are not 





available, they are instructed to 
send the miniature to P. & G., at 
200 E. 42d street, room 400, New 
York city, with information on tint- 
ing desired for color of hair and 
eyes. 





Nitery’s Amateurs 
Dubuadue, Ia. 

Mel’s Tavern, turned City Club, 
swank spot of the city, tied in with 
time over WKBB to spurt business. 
Featuring a name ork from 9 to 9:15 
every nite, the management puts on 
a play for the non-dancers in a 
short half hour of talent, an ap- 
plause machine pegging the most 
popular of the acts. These are then 
given a tryout on a main Saturday 
night. Best act gets a chance to go 
on the air for a certain length of 
time on the club’s hookup. 

Radio air is given to the tryouts 
through a public address system 
that is used in the large hall. So far 
the idea has clicked with the man- 
agement at but little cost, most of 
the amateurs craving work before 
crowds, rather than the awe inspir- 
ing aspect of the mike. 

Air Plugs From Pulpit 
Los Angeles. 

KFVD has inaugurated a six-day 
a week program, ‘Chimes of Chris- 
tendom’, purely as a means of build- 
ing good will and listening audience 
among church people. Station has 
donated a half hour daily to the Lo- 
cal Federation of Churches, com- 
prising all protestant groups. Pro- 
gram handled by the station con- 
sists of group singing by a chorus 
chosen from the choirs of the sev- 
eral churches, scripture reading, in- 
strumental music and a sermon of 
an undenominational nature. 

Station’s only provision for the 
donation of the time is that. the 
churches make an announcement of 
the programs each Sunday from the 
pulpit. 





What They Laugh At 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Grady Cole, WBT commentator, 
is asking listeners to send in their 
favorite jokes and is selecting the 
best joke of the week, all as a 
build-up for his radio column, 

A tabulation to date reveals a 
vast majority of those submitted 
concern cows, chickens, turkeys, 
farmers and all manner of things 
rustic. This isn’t strange, how- 
ever in view of the fact that the 
Carolinas are agricultural states and 
the station’s listeners are largely 
rural or semi-rural residents. 

Religion and Crime 
Philadelphia. 

Tieing up the Philly School of 
Dramatic Art with the local Chris- 
tian Welfare Institute, WDAS is 
now airing thrice weekly dramati- 
zations of life in the tenderloin dis- 
tricts. 

Religious group is a mission so- 
ciety doing welfare work in those 
sections of the city which border 
the underworld. Purpose of the 
series is to clearly show the civic 
necessity for cleansing the stag- 
nant areas so that children may 
have proper environment for judi- 
cious growth. 

Dramatizations are directed by 
Rev. A. C. Palmer of the Institute, 
with scripts penned by Dr. John R. 
Reeves. Programs are arousing a 
bit of comment, and may portend 
a newspaper drive for better hous- 
ing in Philly’s more needy districts. 





Guitar School Program 
Dubuque, Ia. 
WKBB has a commercial deal 
with the Loeffelholz studios for 13 
weeks of broadcasts (15 minutes). 
Studio teaches Hawaiian guitar, 
etc. Program has been arranged 
with finished professionals inter- 
spersed with students. Various 
stages of instruction are illustrated 





in this manner. 
Stogies as Prizes 
Schenectady, N. Y. 
On Thornton Fisher's ‘Sports 


Parade’ Saturday supper-hour shot 
over the NBC red web, P. Lorillard 
is now passing around 50 boxes of 
Muriels for the 50 best letters on 
‘Why I Like Muriels.’ Accompany- 
ing the epistles must be five bands, 
or facsimiles, of the nickel heater, 
the sale of which naturally is hy- 
podermiced by this requirement. 
The consolation award for non-win- 
ning letter writers is a copy of car- 
toon by Fisher of the sports celeb- 
rity he has interviewed the previous 
week. 

Muriels are now getting the main 
plug on the program, Briggs’ Tobac- 
co, the product spiel when the fea- 
ture was put on the air in the fall 
as a football program, drawing sec- 
ondary mention, 





Guessing the Winners 
Peoria, Il. 
WMBD, Peoria, Ill, has turned 
political prognosticator. 

Both political candidates and the 
daily press are watching the results 
of a straw vote taken on a scientific 
basis by the WMBD sstaff, under 
Gomer Bath, local commentator. 
For the first four weeks of six pre- 
ceding a heated primary campaign, 
the station canvassed each of the 
city’s wards, getting a six and two- 
thirds percentage of the average 
voting strength of that ward based 
on population figures. The last two 
weeks a three and one-third aver- 
age is taken, giving a ten per cent 
average vote of the entire city. Re- 





sults are broadcast in a special pro- 
gram each week. 

The reason that some of the local 
politicians are squirming in their 
boots is that last year the WMBD 


straw vote predicted the entire 
ticket, in order, and socked every 
one on the nose. 
Ban Phrase ‘Flash!’ 
4 atu. N. 

Manager Bill Sechud of WBT, 
has banned the words ‘Flash!’ of 
‘News Flash!’ save in presenting a 
genuine piece of important news 
He argues too much use will mean 
that the significance of the word 
will be lost. 

In no respect can it be used in 
connection with a commercial an- 
nouncement as a means of vetting 
the immediate attention of listen- 
ers. 

Pre-Naming Contest 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

Procter & Gamble is now con- 
ducting a contest to needle sales 
of Crisco and to stimulate interest 


in the ’Vic and Sade’ broadcast, one 
of three afternoon shots which the 
company fires over the NBC red 
web. It’s a ‘pie naming’ affair, ad- 
vertised in women’s magazines and 
in grocery stores, as well as on the 
air. 

Dialers are advised to check 
printed copy in mags. or stores, or 
to write P. & G., P. O. Box 28, Cin- 
cinnati, for a description of the pie. 
To enter the contest, for which 34 
cash prizes, including a first of 
$1,000, are offered, a wrapper from 
a three-pound (large size) can of 
Crisco must be sent. Can suggest 
as many names as wished, women 
being advised to bake the pie and 


to ask members of the family for 
suitable tags. 
In addition to the do re mi, P. & 


G. 
servers to minor winners, 
closes March 10. 


will present 1,000 silver-plated 
Contest 





Radio Dealer Tie-In 
Denver. 

KFEL makes a direct bid for the 
favor of manufacturers and radio 
dealers by keeping one each of four 
mikes at the station, and occasion- 
ally over the air inviting listeners 
to stop in at the station when down 
town and hear the four sets in com- 
petition with each other. 

Station tells listeners to hear the 
new high fidelity sets, compare with 
the old sets at home, and see if they 
don't need a new radio. Makes kept 
on display include Zenith, Atwater 
Kent, Philco and Stromberg-Carl- 
son. 





Long Wave Plugs Short 
Denver. 
*KLZ is making a bid for the 
goodwill and listening hours of 
short wave fans. Every Friday 
night at 11:30 Wm. J. Vette, writer 
and short wave engineer, broad- 
casts news and items of interest for 
short wave fans only. 
Program is called 
twister.’ 


‘The Dial- 





Luncheon Club Quiz 
San Antonio. 

KTSA has found a f. tile terri- 
tory for man-on-the-street broad- 
casts among the luncheon clubs. 
Kiwanis Club was the initial airer. 
Rotary, Lions and others to follow. 

Station airs the groups during 
their regular weekly luncheon meet- 
ings. Aside from giving the clubs 
a new type of program away from 
the dry lecture type it’s figured as 
a good willer in that close contact 
with radio will give some of the 
merchant members acuriosity about 
radio advertising which can be fol- 
lowed up. 


3-Way Tie-Up 
3altimore. 


Three-ply trade deal drawn up 
last week among WEBR, Loew's 
vaud-film Century and Home- 


News, a weekly sheet published by 
Howard Burman. Each Friday 
night a quarter-hour program, with 
the earm&rks of a commercial will 
be broadcast over WEBR; talent 
used will come from the vaude re- 
tinue current each week on the 
Century stage and the Home-News 
will be billed as the presenter of 
the programs—all plugging inserted 
during the periods being boosts for 
the rag. 

Reciprocally, the paper will give 
large spreads to the Century and 
the station in each of its weekly 
issues, 





Humane Society Sponsored 
Salt Lake City. 

Humane Society approached 
KDYL and asked for free time to 
carry on its work. At first station 
donated its time but listener re- 
sponse to program was so heavy 
that it was a simple matter to sell 
program to Bailey & Sons, old-time 
feed and animal store. Program in- 
cludes transcriptions and question 
and answers at end of program. 
Leading veterinarians of the city 
alternate in answering questions 
sent in. Mrs. Alice Merrill of the 
society reads em. 

Feed store signed up for 26 weeks, 
15-minute programs. 


And Profitable, Too 
Dayton, O. 

Station WHIO’s launching was 
saluted by the Dayton News (same 
ownership) with a special adver- 
tising and news section. Ran 16 
pages. 

Nice splurge 
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Radio Barn Dances Easy to Sell as 


Attractions at Middle Western F alt 





Chicago, Feb. 19. 
County fairs are reported keen for 
radio attractions this summer and 
fall. Notably the rural bazaars are 
partial to barn dances or hillbilly 
entertainments that have built up 


established followings. 

Illustrative of the trend is Earl 
Kurtze’s experience at WLS, Chi- 
caro. Booking manager of this 
farmer outlet has sealed 42 contracts 
for fair dates already and antici- 
pates that as many as 150 play- 
dates may be secured. Last sum- 
mer and fall WLS copped 63 fair 
engagements for various segments 
of its barn dance aggregation. 

WLS is going as far east as New 
York and. Pennsylvania this year. 
Guarantees reported to call for $500 
with a split starting when gross 
goes above $1,000. WHO, Des 
Moines, is entering the competition 
with its own barn dance units, but 
in leu of its own booking organi- 
zation jis utilizing the Barnes and 
Carruthers agency, Chicago. 











UNCLE EZRA 


(Pat Barrett) 


Featured Comedian 
Sponsored by 


ALKA SELTZER 


BLANKETING THE KEY CITIES 
OF U.S.A. NOW DOUBLING ON 2 


NETWORKS! BOTH NBC AND 
MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM. 


DeWOLF 
HOPPER 


With 
RHYTHM SYMPHONY 
SPONSORED BY 


UNITED DRUG CO. 


Sunday, 3 P.M., CST 
BC 


N 
COAST-TO-COAST 
Personal Management 


H. C. HOWARD 


Fine Arts Building 
Phone Harrison 3209 


CHICAGO 























THE ULTIMATE IN 
NOVELTY PROGRAMS 


BORRAH 
MINEVITCH 


WOR, 8-8:30 P. M. 
Every Tuesday 


REID'S ICE CREAM 








IcHICAGO SYMPH ON 


MUTUAL THROUGH WEN 





Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Chicago symphony will go on a 
fortnightly ride over the Mutual 
system for a 60-minute gallop every 
other Saturday night. WGN, local 
MBS outlet, has been carrying the 
symphony for several months. 

Mutual spread for the Chicago or- 
chestra will start on March 9. Be- 
sides the symphony WGN will sup- 
ply the network with a regular line- 
up of dance bands including Wayne 
King, Jan Garber, Ted Weems and 
Kay Kyser. 





Sponsors--Agencies 





Stanco, Inc., is putting on an ex- 
tensive campaign for Flit insecti- 
cide in Brazil. For 1935 it will use 
42 quarter-hours each on PRA3, 
Rio de Janeiro and PRF3, Sao 
Paulo, and 25 quarter-hours on 
PRC2, Porto Alegre, Account booked 
through Foreign Advertising and 
Service Bureau, Inc., and Conquest 
Alliance Co, 





Mar-O Oil Shampoo starts over 
the NBC blue web this week for a 
twice-weekly afternoon program. 
Talent, booked through Paul Kapp, 
is comprised of Arthur Beddoes as 
solo vocalist and the Five Cali- 
fornians, singing-musical aggrega- 
tion out of the Palmer house’s Em- 
pire Room. 

Betty McLean is on the show as 
femme spieler. 





Phillips-Jones Corp. (Van Heusen 
collars) has taken a 45-minute niche 
on NBC's red link Sunday nights, 
starting March 31, for a musical 
idea, Peck is the agency. 





Pittsburgh Plate Glass joins the 
Mutual network March 18 on the 
basis of five a.m. quarter-hours a 
week. Don Carlos’ marimba unit 
will provide the entertainment. 
Agency is N. W. Ayer. 





Pau! Menton, sports editor of the 
Balto Eve Sun, goes radio April 15 
on WFBR sponsored by Gunther 
Beer, Baltimore. 





King Midas 
may use radio. 


Mills, Minneapolis, 





Chet Crank, Inc., of Los Angeles, 
is agency for Balboa Beer which 
uses radio in Pacific zone, 





Auspitz and Lee, Chicago, placing 
time for Better Speech Institute. 





Crazy Water Crystals signed for 
52 weeks of full-hour Saturday 


night programs on _ Southwest 
Broadcasting System, using five 
Texas stations of the net. Program 


handled by Marshall Pope from 
lobby of Crazy Hotel in Mineral 
Wells, Texas. Program will be 
piped to KTAT, Fort Worth SBS 
key station, and on to San Antonio, 
Houston, Waco, Austin and Dallas. 





U. 8. Tobacco (Dill’s Mixture) 
starts its ‘One Night Stands’ on the 
NBC red (WEAF) Friday nights 
on the second year with the March 
8 broadcast. McCann-Erickson is 
the agency. 





B. T. Babbitt (Bab-O) has re- 
newed for its Sunday matinee 
stanza on the NBC red (WEAF) 
until May. Peck agency handling. 





Gospel Singer: Fred Gentry (a 
tombstone and monument dealer 
sponsors him) got his sharpest 
criticism on WSPA, Spartanburg, 
S. C., by a female fan who wrote, 
‘Sing ’em faster.’ 








the 


As Franz, the International 





CHARLES PREMMAC 
TENOR 


As Pierre Brugnon: 80 weeks Master of Ceremonies for Bourjois, 
Evening in Paris, Radio Program, Singing 
latest hits of Broadway and Paris. 


Chef: 
Foods, Inc., Singing Songs of All Nations. 


Personal Kepresentative, JESSE 8. BUTCHER, 400 Madison Ave., N. ¥, Os 


150 Broadcasts for Best 





| handling 





WHAW’S hadtoren 


Resiinatee. Feb. 19. 

WHAM has remodéled. the audi- 
torium on the sixth. floor of the 

tochester Gas & Electric Corpora- 
tion building for broadcasting pur- 
tion 1 Place seats 350 and gives 
WHAM more adequate facilities for 
crowds who want to see 
the broadcasts. 

Auditorium is used regularly for 
the larger local programs. Main 
studios are in the Sagamore Hotel 
nearby. 


B. B. C.S TALENT 
BUILD-UPS IN 
ENGLAND 


London, Feb. 10. 

Ever since British Broadcasting 
Corporation started, it has had diffi- 
culty securing talent. Contracts of 
one or more of the big vaudeville 
circuits generally carry a prohibi- 
tion against broadcasting. B. B. C. 
is thus compelled to develop its own 
talent. 

Has already lined up quite a num- 
ber of acts which includes Alex- 
ander and Mose, who have taken on 
a new lease of life since they be- 
came popular on the air; Haver 
and Lee, former half being Clay 
Keyes the juggler, mostly opening 
bills in his vaudeville career; Les 
Allen, crooner with the Henry Hall 
band, and now getting $600 as a 
single in vaudeville, and who is un- 
der a long term contract with Gau- 
mont-British for picture work; Elsie 
Carlisle and Sam Brown who start- 
ed crooning with Ambrose’s band 
and now demanding $750 a week as 
a team; Western Brothers; Elsie 
and Doris Waters, whom the vaude- 
ville people would not have at any 
price until they made their repu- 
tations on the ether; Phyllis Robins 
and Eve Beck. 

Such acts as Carlyle Cousins and 
Clapham and Dwyer, are now in 
greater demand in vaudeville since 
their reputations have been en- 
hanced through broadcasting. 

















Baker and Bernie Again 


Phil Baker and Ben Bernie, who 
were a standard team in vaudeville 
15 years ago, are resuming where 
the bookers asked them to leave 
off, but for one night only. 

It happens March 12, when Baker 
goes on Bernie Pabst program 
(NBC) as guest star. Bernie’s 
brother Dave is booking the weekly 
names on the Blue Ribbon show. 


Fox Out at WGAR 


Cleveland, Feb. 19. 
J. Leslie Fox, former sales and 
exploitation manager of WGAR, has 
been let out as part of what is 





called an ‘economy program’, Fox 
is going to Chicago. 
Ellis Van der Pyl, sportscaster, 


and John Patt, WGAR’s manager, 
will jointly take oyer sales. 


HERE AND THERE | 


(Contrnuea from page 40) 
studios and offices are slated to oc- 
cupy entire top floor when present 
renovation plans are completed. 
Move, however, will not be for a 
couple of years as studios recently 
moved into new quarters’. in 
Meridian Life building. 








Paul Berlenbach, former light 
heavyweight champ, now airing 
over WBNX with his Platzl orches- 
tra direct from fighter’s Yorkville 
club. 





Robert Wilbur, formerly of the 
staff of the St. Lawrence University 
station, Canton, N. Y., has joined 
the announcing staff of WCAX, 
Burlington, Vt. Wilbur is also a 
tenor, 




















William Schudt, Jr., manager of 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., is back from 
a week and a half in New York 
City, 





Henrik de Leew, who last year did 





a series on tribal customs for 
WEVD, New York, is back from a | 
stay in Dutch Guiana, { 


| 





Easy Aces signatured for three | 
years by American Home Products | 
(Anacin.) 

icine 


Grady Cote, just signed by Chat- 


Hans Albers on Radio in Berlin 
Leads to Belief He's Back in Pix 





Berlin, Feb. 10. 


Radio apparently has answered 


the 
Hans Albers, ace German film star, | 
would be allowed to work here. 

Albers led a collection of film and 
nitery stars on a program here filled 
with plenty of laughs and tuneful | 
ditties. 

The Hamburg star, because he 
disregarded orders to split up with 
his frau, who is Jewish, had been 
reported several times as banned { 
from German pix. He broke away 
from UFA, went to Bavaria and 
turned out the best performance of 
his career in Ibsen's ‘Peer Gynt.’ 

B.O. success of the film started 
talk that he’d be permitted to con- 
tinue filming, but the government 
was silent. However, it needs the 
b.o, taxes, hence a tacit permission 


mooted question of whether | 





three programs a week on WBT, 
Charlotte, is now the station’s most 
extensively sponsored individual. 
Also does daily programs for Stew- 
art-Warner radios and BC head- 
ache remedy. 





Martin Stopera and his Polish or- 
chestra has returned to WBBC, 
Brooklyn. 





A. J. Flanter in Atlantic City over 
Washington's birthday, 





Dizzy Dean recently made a series | 
of World disks for Rice-Stitz Dry 
Goods company. 





Frank Luther making some Edu- 
cational shorts this week. 





James Melton playing Detroit and 
Chicago, 














Arthur Boran opens Friday in| 
Waterbury, Conn, at Warners’ 
State theatre. 





Larry Taytor recuperating from 
illness, 





Polly Sharkless, secretary of Doc 
Levy, WCAU, Philadelphia, slated 
for the ‘I do’ ritual next month. 





time ordinarily reserved for 


is seen in okaying Albers’ airing. 
Incidentally, program was some- 
what of a substantiation of the new 
policy of permitting entertainment 
instead of propaganda. Program 
|'was on 8 to 9:30 in the evening, 
propa- 
ganda speeches, 
With Albers on 


this program 


| were: 


Lotte Werkmeister, master mimic 
of Berlin dialect; Adele Sandrock, 
grand old lady of German stages 
(she’s over 70); the nonpareil clown, 
Grock; Clara Waldorf, Willi Fritz, 
Carl Hoerbiger and a fine quartet 
called the ‘Kardosch singers.’ Lud- 
wig Manfred Lommel played three 
or four parts in his silly sketch 
from ‘his own station’ cutting in 
and out with noises resembling 
Bronx cheers. Karl Grabe and 
Heinz Pauck wrote the scripts. 











RKO PALACE, N. Y. 


Box Office Results 
Week of Feb. 1st—$7,000 


Week of Feb. 8th— 
HEADLINING 


E/ L HINES 


And His 
Grand Terrace Orchestra 


featuring 


KATHRYN PERRY 


3 Rhythm Kings 3 Palmer Bros. 


Grossed Over $16,000 


Direction 


Management 
HARRY D. SQUIRES 


ED. FOX 


Feb. 15—Albee, Brooklyn. Feb. 22 
to March 7, College Proms, 
Dances and Recordings 


























FOR THE NEW 


Broadc 


Friday, 9:30 
ARMOUR, 











Thanks to YERMIE STERN, 
LOU BROWN, HARRY AKST 


Direction 


HERMAN 
1619 Broadway, 


‘* Casino De Paree’’ 


With PHIL BAKER 


Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
COAST-TO-COAST 


Leon 
Belasco 


And His ORCHESTRA 


Re-Engaged 


PRODUCTION 


asting 


to 10 P. M. 
WJZ-NBC 


BERNIE 
New York City 























ELAINE 


DIALECT CO 





ham Blanket and niga gy Rg, 
pany, Winston-Salem, for 


Week Feb. 15, FOX, DETROIT 
On the Air with PHIL BAKER, March 8 
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New Business 





NEWPORT NEWS, VA. 
People's Service Drug Stores, one- 
half hour organ broadcast daily, one 


year. Direct WGH. 

Crazy Crystals Company, one- 
quarter hour transcript.on broadcast 
daily, one year. Direct. WGH, 

Royal Pilsen Beer, two announce- 
ments daily, 26 weeks. Direct. 
WGH 

Sears Roebuck Company, one an- 
nouncement daily, 138 weeks, Direct. 
WGH. 

Automobile Show, Chamberlain 
Hotel, Old Point Comfort, 100 an- 


nouncements in period of 10 days. 
Direct WGH. 

Ford Automobiles, local dealer, 100 
announcenients, in period of 10 days. 
Direct. WGH. 

Chevrolet Automobiles, local deal- 
ers, 100 announcements, in period of 
10 days. Direct. WGH. 

Hudgin’s-Luhring, Dodge - Plym- 
outh dealers, Norfolk, two announce- 
ments daily, one year. Direct. 
WGH. 

Empire Company, loans, Norfolk, 





ARTHUR 
TRACY 


“THE STREET SINGER” 
DR. SCHOLL’S PRODUCTS 
a Evenings, 7:30-7:45 E.S.T. 


Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 
WOR-WLW-WGN-WXYZ 








Direction 


Rocke Productions 


RKO Bidg., New York City 
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* 12 Noon, Sunday, WJZ ® 
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Management Rocke Productions 
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| Jack an Loretta] 


WEAF 
11:15 to 11:30 A.M. Sundays 


VENIDA 
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9:30-10:30 P.M. Saturdays 


iVORY SOAP 
WEAF 


Direction 
NBC Artist Bureau and 


Rocke Productions 








GEORGE 


BEULER 


BARITONE 
FEATURED SOLOIST TASTYEAST 
Sundays, 12-12:30 P.M., WIZ 
CALIFORNIA PERFUME PROGRAM 
Starting March 5 and 
Twice Weekly Thereafter 
Personal Management 
NELSON 8. HESSE 
125 East 56th St., New York City 
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(Phillips Milk) 
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two announcements daily, one year. 
Direct. WGH. 

Broadway Department Store, Fash- 
ion Program, daily, one year, Direct. 
WGH. 

Automobile 


Finance Company, 


Norfolk, one announcement daily, 
one year. Direct. WGH. 
Sealey é& Silk, Frigidaire, RCA- 


Victor Philco dealers, 15 minute pro- | 
gram, transcriptions, daily, one year. 


Direct. WGH. 
CHICAGO 
Crazy Water Crystals Company, 


Chicago; six 15-minute shows week- 
ly. Goodman Agency, Paducah, Ky. 
WLS. 

Delta Coal Mining Company, four 
weeks of 50-word announcements 
three times weekly. Murrel Crump 
Agency, Kansas City. WLS, 

Kalamazoo Stove Company, four 
weeks of 15-minute programs three 


times weekly. Palmer Agency, Chi- 
cago. WLS. 
Parkelp Laboratories (sea_ salt), 


Chicago, four weeks of 25-word an- 
nouncements four times weekly. 
Rogers and Smith Agency, Chicago. 
WLS. 

John Puhl products, 15-minute 
programs by disc three times week- 
ly for 13 weeks. Charles Silver 
Agency, Chicago. WGN. 

Alka Seltzer (Miles Laboratories), 
15-minute disc program three times 
weekly for 13 weeks. Wade Agency, 
Chicago. WGN. 

Mandel Bros., Chicago; 15-minute 
program twice weekly. WGN. 


FORT WAYNE 


Dr. Miles Lab., thrice weekly, 
starting March 15 for an indefinite 
period of weeks. WOWO. 

Nevah, renewal on its twice week- 
ly program, for an indefinite period. 
Placed through Haven Advertising 
Agency. WOWO. 

Indo-Vin, series of daily quarter 
hour programs, presenting Pie Plant 
Pete, for 26 weeks. WOWO. 

Gettles Optical Shop, twice weekly, 
for an indefinite period, presenting 
Norm Carroll. WOWO. 

Carter Medicine, thrice weekly, 
spot announcementts, for an indefi- 
nite period. WOWO. 

Champagne Velvet Beer, present- 
ing Golden Glove tourney with Gun- 
nar Elliott at the microphone. WOWO 
and WGL. 








LINCOLN 

State Tire Co., two announcements 
daily for a year. KFOR. 

Dr. Earl F. Riggs, two announce- 
ments daily for a year. KFOR. 

First National Bank, half hour 
program Sunday afternoons for 52 
weeks. KFOR. 

Williams Nursery, daily announce- 
ments for three months. KFOR. 

World-Herald, two announcements 
daily for 13 days. KFOR; 16 daily 
announcements over KFAB. 

Kinsey Tire Co., daily announce- 
ments for one year. KFOR. 

Lincoln Hatchery, 20-minute daily 
early morning program except Sun- 
days to run for five months. KFAB. 

Hamlin Wizard Oil, three an- 
nouncements daily for a year. KFAB. 

Kester Solder, 52 daily announce- 


ments. KFAB. 
Spohn Medical, 13 daily announce- 
ments. KFAB., 


Nacor Medicine, three months of 
daily announcements. KFAB. 
Rusk ne Farm, daily an- 
nouncements for’ thre hs. 
ran é€e months 
Schmoeller & Mueller Music Co., 
seven half-hour programs, one a 
week. KFAB. 


Sendol, daily announcements for 





three months. KFAB. 

Bee-News, 13 daily announce- 
ments. KFAB. 

Carter Medicine, 150 daily an- 
nouncements. KFAB. 

MACON, GA. 

P ours Clothing Company, series of 
ally announcements, 52 a 
WMAZ. 7 


Darling Shops, series of announce- 
ments, 52 weeks. WMAZ. 

Collins Bakery, series of spot an- 
nouncements, 52 weeks. WMAZ. 

Marilyn Shoe Shop, using a daily 
series of programs, 13 weeks. WMAZ. 

Hays’ Clothing Company, series of 
disk programs, for an indefinite pe- 
riod. WMAZ. 

J. N. Neel Co., Man on the Street 
program, 52 weeks. WMAZ. 

Economy Auto Stores, series of 
spot announcements, 52 #£4weeks. 
WMAZ., 





PHILADELPHIA 


John B. Stetson Company, two spot 
announcements’ weekly. Placed 
through N. W. Ayer. WFIL and 
WIP. 

National Gold Buying, one 15-min- 
ute disc weekly for 13 weeks, Broad- 
smith Agency. Also six five-minute 
electrical transcriptions for 13 weeks, 
running weekly. WFEFIL. 

Hill Shoe Company, six spot an- 
nouncements per week on indefinite 
contract. Placed direct. WFIL. 

Freihofer’s Baking Co., contract 
renewal until June, Sunday evening 


minstrel shows, 6:30-7 p.m, Placed 
through’ Richard Foley Agency. 
WEIL. 


American 





|nouncements, for 13 


Tobacco Company, 35 
transcriptions, spot an- 
weeks. Law- 
rence Gumbinner Agency. WFIL. 

Curtiss Candy Co. (Baby Ruth), 


electrical 


52 weeks’ contract. McJunkin 
Agency. WIP. 

J. Stromever & Co. (table syrups), 
participation Homemakers Club 


three times weekly, indefinite con- 


tract. Placed direct. WIP. 

Watch Tower, one hour religious 
program. Placed through RKoyal 
Spatz. WIP. 


East Ko Kol Co. (health foods), 
three announcements weekly. Placed 
through Jerome B. Grey Agency. 
WIP. 

Jacob Singer Corset Co., one five- 


minute talk weekly, on indefinite 
contract. Placed direct. WIP. 
Abe lL. Greenberg (uniforms), 


three spot announcements weekly on 
indefinite contract. Placed direct. 
WIP. 

Bell Shoe Shop, 300 spot announce- 
ments to be used within ome year. 
Placed direct. WHIP. 

Kahn Store (furniture) 100 spot 
announcements, to be used within 
one year. Placed direct. WIP. 


LOS ANGELES 


Continental Bread Co., Mon., Wed., 
Fri., 10:15-10:30 p.m., Charles Hamp, 
tenor. Placed direct. KFI. 

Pittsburg Glass Co., Mon., Wed., 
Fri, 3:45-4 p.m., starting April 1, 
script show ‘Mr. and Mrs.,’ featur- 
ing Georgia Fifield and Richard Le 
Frand, 36 programs. Columbia Don 
Lee network, 12 Coast stations from 
KHJ. 

Sussman & Wormser, Tues. and 
Fri., 5:30-5:45, Jack Major, singing, 
whistling and yodeling. Columbia 
Don Lee network, 12 stations from 
KHJ. 

Ironized Yeast Co., five minute 
discs, Fri. and Tues., for three 
months, Placed by Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. KNX, 








BOSTON 


Cushman Baking Company, Tues- 
days at 2:45-3:00, using Meddlers’ 
Club, Placed direct. WEEI. 

Bay State Paint Company, 102 an- 
nouncements, Mon., Wed., Fri., 6:40- 
6:45; transcription, World Broad- 
casting Company. Agent: McCann- 
Erickson, Inc. WEEI. 

Croft Ale (renewal), New England 
Network, Saturday 7:00-7:15, head- 
lines, Neal O’Hara. McCann-Erick- 
son, Inc., agency. WEEI, 

Dodge Automobile, 20 one-minute 
announcements 6:00 (Tattler pro- 
gram) and 7:30 (After Dinner Revue 
program), WEEI. 


SALT LAKE CITY 

Bailey & Sons, 26 15-minute elec- 
trical transcriptions. KDYL. 

W. T. Grant Company, 13 30-min- 
ute disc programs by World Broad- 
casting Transcriptions, KDYL. 

Pennzoil Company, one minute 


night announcements set for 26 
weeks. Placed through Mayer Com- 
pany... KDYL. 


Curtis Candy Company, daily an- 


nouncement for 52 weeks on the 
Kangaroo Club (kiddies hour). 
Placed through McJunkin Agency. 
KDYL. 


10 one-minute 
Ruth- 


Chrysler Motors. 
announcements. Placed by 
rauff & Ryan. KDYL. 

Schubach Optical Company, half- 
hour weekly spots, featuring ‘writ- 
ten-in’ request numbers, for 52 
weeks. KSL. 

Excelsis Beauty Products Co., two 
quarter hours weekly, with piano 
team vocalist and male trio, for 13 


weeks. KSL. 

Harmony Method, five quarter 
hours weekly to plug easy piano 
method, for 13 weeks. KSL. 

Hudson Motors, 10 spots, night- 
time. Through Koehler __ Inter- 
mountain Hudson-Terraplane_ dis- 
tributor. KSL. 


Amaizo Syrup, nighttime spot an- 
nouncements for 30 days. KSL. 

Smith Brothers cough drops, 30 
spot announcements on nighttime 
schedules, for 30 days. KSL. 

Sterling Toothpaste, one quarter- 
hour weekly, on Saturday night, 
features a ‘Buckaroo’ show. KSL. 

Basic Foods, two quarter hours 
weekly, old time melodies with or- 
gan and voice for 26 weeks. KSL. 

Christian Science Service, one 
quarter hour weekly, religious talk, 
set for 10 weeks. KSL 

Cystex, one quarter hour weekly, 
electrical transcriptions for 13 weeks. 
ga through Edward Petry & Co. 

Husler Flour Mills, one-half hour 
weekly, light concert music, with vo- 
cal and instrumental offerings. 
Placed through L. S. Gillham 
Agency, for 13 weeks. KSL. 

Logan Garment Company, one- 
half hour weekly, with the KSL 
Players in The Little Theatre idea, 
for 10 weeks. KSL. 

Dodge Motor Car Company, two 
quarter hour weekly electrical tran- 
scriptions, for 13 weeks. Placed 
through KHJ and Don Lee Brond- 
casting System. KSL. 

Lois LeMar, two quarter hours 
weekly, organ meditations spliced 
with cosmetic lingo, set for 13 weeks. 
KSL. 

Sego Milk Company, five quarter 
hours weekly, musical pot pourri, for 
52 weeks. Placed through L. S. Gill- 
ham Agency. KSI. 

Salt Lake Milk Producers one 
quarter hour weekly of musical va- 
rieties set for 13 weeks. KSI. 


SAN ANTONIO 


Virginia Nesbitt Multigraphing 
Service, spot announcements, one 
week, placed direct. KTSA. 


Christian 
Company, 
lecturer in 
KTSA. 

Club Royale, night club, two 15- 


Science Publishing 
three 15-minute periods, 
studio, Placed direct. 





|}25 spot announcements weekly for 


minute remote pick-ups weekly for 





one year, and spot announcements, 
twice weekly, for one year, Placed 


direct. KTSA, 
Nisley Shoe Company, spot an- 
nouncements, running indefinitely. 


KTSA. 
Wallpaper Com- 


Placed direct. 
Alamo Pairt € 


pany, spot announcements, six 
months, KTSA. 
Ezell Auto Parts Company, spot 


announcements, running indefinite- 
ly. Placed direct. KTSA. 

Fomby Clothing Company, spot 
announcements, running definitely. 
Placed direct, KTSA. 

Watchtower Bible & Tract Society, 
one-hour period on SBS. Placed di- 


rect. KTSA. 

McGaugh Hosiery Mills, Dallas, 
spot announcements to run one 
year. Johnson Agency, Dallas. 
KTSA, 


San Antonio Buick Company, 300 
one-minute transcriptions. Placed 
direct. KTSA. 

Malt-O-Meal, 
three weekly for one year. 


5-minute programs, 
Placed 


direct. KTSA. 

Ike T. Sidebottom religious pro- 
grams, -half-hour Sunday for one 
year. Placed direct. KTSA. 


Stevens Hotel, Chicago, 100-word 
announcements running indefinite- 


ly. KTSA. 

Hilmer Swenson Company, per- 
fumers, spot announcements, run- 
ning indefinitely, Placed direct. 
KTSA. 


Sugarman Bros., general merchan- 
dising, 25-word announcements to 
run indefinitely. Placed direct. 
KTSA, 

Gulf Brewing Company, 50-word 
announcements, 300 times. Rogers 
Gano Agency, Houston. KTSA. 

Owl Radiator 4 Body Works, spot 
announcements, running indefinite- 
ly. Placed direct. KTSA. 

Stowers Furniture Company 
(Frigidaire), spot announcements, 
to run five months. Placed direct. 
KTSA, 

Parisian Beauty Shop, 50-word an- 
nouncements, running indefinitely. 
Placed direct. KTSA. 

Finck Cigar Company, 52 30-min- 
ute broadcasts, ringside fight pick- 
ups and spot announcements, daily 
except Sunday, to run one year. 
Placed direct. KTSA. 

Marwat Medicine Company, spot 
announcements, to run indefinitely. 
Placed direct. KTSA. 

Hicks Rubber Company, 300 15- 
minute programs, five weekly, and 
spot announcements to run indefi- 
nitely. Placed direct. KTSA. 

Steves Sash & Door Company, 
daily weather reports, running for 
one year. Placed direct. KTSA. 

William C. King Flower Shop, spot 
announcements, running one year. 
Placed direct. KTSA. 

Bell Taxi Company, spot announce- 
ments, running indefinitely. Placed 
direct. KTSA. 





NEW YORK CITY 
Curtis Candy Company, five time 
announcements daily, for period of 
52 weeks. Placed through McJunkin 

Advertising Agency. WINS. 
Sterling Company, series of eight 
announcements daily, for period of 
13 weeks. Placed through Heath- 
Seehof Advertising Agency. WINS. 
Federal Enameling and Stamping 
Company, series of Wednesday 
mornings programs, for period of 13 


weeks. Placed through Albert P. 
Hill, Inc. WINS. 
Cosmopolitan Magazine, series of 


dramatic sketches on Monday after- 
noons, for a period of 13 weeks. 
WINS. 

Barney’s Clothes, Inc., daily series, 
presenting a harmony duo, on a 13 
week renewal contract. Placed 
through Bess & Schillin, Inc. WINS. 

Planter’s Edible Oil, regular Sun- 
day hour program, presenting Vin- 
cent Sorey’s orchestra and concert 
soloists, on a 13 week renewal con- 
tract. WINS. 

Youth Publishing Company, pre- 
senting Young America disk series 
for an indefinite period, on six times 
weekly. WHN. 

Falcon Service Bureau, series of 
Wednesday night programs, present- 
ing Dr. George Cohan in a talk on 
dogs, for a period of 52 weeks. 
Placed through Brown Advertising 
Agency. WMCA. 

Mme. Lena, Inc., twice daily, pre- 
senting talks on character analysis, 
for a period of 52 weeks. WMCA. 

Midtown Bus Terminal, five 25 an- 
nouncements daily, for an indefinite 
period. Placed through Bess & 
Schillin, Inc. WNEW. 

Charm Tea, series of five 15-min- 
ute periods weekly, presenting 
Charming Moments, for a period of 
52 weeks. Placed: through Empire 
Advertising Service. WNEW., 

Pittsburgh Plate Glass, five times 
weekly, presenting Don Carlos and 
his marimba band, for a period of 
eight weeks. starting March 18. 
Placed through N. W Ayer Agency. 
WOR. 

Consolidated Cigar Company, 
thrice weekly, presenting a variety 
hour, for 14 weeks over Mutual net- 
work. Placed through Aitkin- 
Kynett Company. WOR. 

Tastyeast, extending Gabriel Heat- 
ter’s news comments for 52 weeks. 
WOR. 


Stanton Street Merchants’ Asso- 
ciation, renewal on twice weekly pro- 
gram, for an_ indefinite period. 
WARD. 


Dr. Luenfeld, renewal on 15-min- 
ute program twice weekly, for an 
indefinite period. WARD. 

Roumanian Paradise Restaurant, 
half hour program twice weekly by 
remote control, for an indefinite pe- 
riod. WARD, 


Wolozhin Religious Oompany, 


Tuesday quarter hour program foe 
an indefinite period. WARD. 

Brodsky Bros., quarter hour og 
Thursday evenings, presenting muse 
sic, for an indefinite period. WARD, 

Stuhmer’s Baking Company, series 
of spot announcements for an ine 
definite period. WARD. 

Second Avenue Baths, series of 
spot announcements, for an indefile 
nite period. WARD. 

Rappaport Department Sto Te 
series of Friday afternoon programy 
for an indefinite period. WARD, 


ST. PAUL-MINNEAPOLIS 


B. F. Nelson Roofing Co., Minnee 
apolis, Sunday evening, 15-minute 
sessions for 13 weeks beginning Feh, 
17, using station talent. Erwine 
Wasey Co., Mpls., agented. WCCO. 

Dr. Miles Laboratory, Elkhart, 
Ind., plugging Alka-Seltzer, thrice 
weekly, 15-minute ‘Comedy Stars of 
Hollywood’ transcriptions, for 18 
weeks beginning Feb. 5. Deal through 
Wade Adv. Agency, Chicago. WCCO, 








Primo Carnera will be Benny 
Leonard's guest over WHN. New 
York, Monday 25) broadcasting 


from St. Nicholas arena. 











BOB 
HOPE 


BROMO-SELTZER 
Every Friday—8:30 P. M. 
WJZ—NBC 
Direction 


LOUIS SHURR 
AL MELNICK 








GEORGE 
GIVOT 


THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD WILL 


TOURING 
DELUXE THEATRES 


Personal Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 


CHARLES PREVIN 


CONDUCTOR 


REALSILK’S SILKEN 
STRING CONCERT 


N.B.C.—SUNDAYS 
8- 8:30 P.M., CST 
9- 9:30 P.M., PCT 
10-10:30 P.M., MT 


Personal Representative 
W. BIGGIE LEVIN 


612 No. Michigan Ave. 
CHICAGO 




















ROY FOX 


AND HIS 


BAND 
ON TOUR 


B.B.C. NETWORK 


LEITH 
STEVENS 


CONDUCTOR 


PINAUD PROGRAM 


Every Saturday Evening at 6 
WABC 


Exclusive Management Columbia 
Broadcasting System 


























"KUZNETZOFF 


WMCA—10 P. M. EVERY TUES. 
“JOLLY RUSSIANS” 
Russian Kretchma Nightly 


Sole Direction 
Herman Bernie, 1619 B’way, N. ¥. C. 











~~ 


+ 





is 








+ A eee a 


sarnr 3 8 


Peres #0#eFf Ot e¢ 


Ras 


- a cm 


+ 


pL ROMO A 2 ROAR AN ae EO 


ws Ogres ath 








Wednesday, February 20, 1935 








VARIETY 45 











———— 
=—_——- 


Radio Chatter 





Cuba 


UCMCW has been leased to Pinero- 
Bas for a year and it is now broad- 
éasting 17% hours. 

CMBS has raised its power to 500 
watts. 

CMW moving from its present lo- 
cation on top of Diario de la Marina 
to the house next door and will have 
the largest studios and offices of 
any station locally. Tentative plans 
for the inaugural of the new locale 
placed around April } * 

All radio stations must have cry- 
stal control by February 28 or else. 

A local station owner received the 


visit of two Radio Commission In-: 


gpectors who were about to check 
the wave and equipment of the sta- 
tion. Suddenly he got mad think- 
ing they were going to close him 
down and pulling his gun started 
shooting. No casualties, except the 
inspectors instruments which were 
dropped and spoiled. Revolutionary 
Cuba! 
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LITTLE 


JACK 
LITTLE 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


APPEARING NIGHTLY 
IN THE SILVER GRILL 
HOTEL LEXINGTON, NEW YORK CITY 
And on Columbia Records 
C.B.S. Coast-to-Coast Network 
Thurs, Sat. e Sun. 
11 P.M, 5 P.M, 11 P.M. 


PINEX PROGRAM 





cOLUMBIA 
BROADCASTING 
ss zreTt Ss 





Cc. B. S. Network 
| Wed., Fri. Sun. 
At 1:30 P. M. 
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RADIO'S NEWEST, LOVELIEST VOICE 


BERNICE 
CLAIRE 


“Abe L man’s Waltz 


me 
(PHILLIP’S MILK OF 
NESIA) 


“Lavender and Old 
Lace’’ 


(BAYER ASPIRIN) 


WABC, Every Tues. 
8-8:30 P.M. verter te.” 
Coast-to-Coast Coast-to-Coast 
Direction, LESTER LEE, RKO BLDG., N. Y. 








AAY NOE 


and his ORCHESTRA 
WEAF NBC, COAST-TO-COAST 


* WEDNESDAYS ® 


2:00-3:00 P.M. 











LE 


EST 10:30-11 P.M. 

















VICTOR COTY 
XAVIER 


CUGAT 


Opening Friday, Feb. 22nd 
PARAMOUNT 


NEW YORK 
7 


‘Let’s Dance’ Program 
WALDORF-ASTORIA—NBC 








Gas 





HERB 


KINGSLEY ~~ 


VICKI 


CHASE 


WABC 


Saturday Nites at Eight 


ROXY REVUE 


Special Arrangements and Material 
Exclusively by 


JEAN PAUREL 














Direction, WM. MORRIS 
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New York 


WGR, Buffalo,” -usical Clock cele- 
brates third anniversary on the air 
Saturday (23) with Clinton Buehl- 
man as m.c. 

Eddie Barry back from Florida to 
resume tenor soloing with WGR 
and WKBW, Buffalo. 

Herb Straub and His Ensigns, on 
CBS weekly from Buffalo, working 
on a program to program basis. 
Outfit moves into Chez Ami, town’s 
class nitery. 

Dave Cheskin, former musical di- 
rector at WGR and WKBW, Buffalo, 
back to take charge of two pro- 
grams, “Tango Hour’ and ‘Crazy 
Fiddlers.’ 

Rod Reed, Buffalo Radio Editor, 
calls Eddie Cantor straight man for 
Parkyakakas. 

Jim Corbett’s Nine o’Clock show 
on WBEN, Buffalo, drew a fan let- 
ter saying Corbett should correct 
his mistake in saying that David 
Copperfield was written by Charles 
Dickens. Everybody knows, listener 
said, that James M. Barrie was the 


Utah 


S. S. Fox, KDYL pres. and gen’l 
mgr, returned from Washington and 
New York biz confabs. 

State legislators on the air daily 
for five minutes, on KDYL. Dis- 
cussing major problems up before 
them. 

Floyd Farr, being groomed at 
KDYL. Formerly handled mike 
with KLO, Ogden, 

Dave Simmons did a nice job in- 
terviewing Kathleen Burke over 
KDYL. An ad-lib affair that was 
different. 

George Snell, ‘Unclé Ben’ on 
KDYL kiddies’ hour, has written a 
book on Utah history. It’s his third 








volume, 
Feud ended between radio sta- 
tions and newspapers. Complete 


program listings appear daily in all 
of the three sheets. 

KSL Junior Review, broadcasts a 
weekly half-hour program from 
Orpheum stage. Juveniles do their 
stuff before the mike, followed by 
a show screening. 

Richard Evans, KSL production 
mgr, is a papa. A boy. 

Earl J. Glade, managing director 
of KSL, back from a business trip 
in Washington and New York. 

Mary Scott, pianist with Dick 
Forscutt’s band, will soon realize a 
long ambition. Studying classics 
for an ambitious concert in Kings- 
bury Hall. 

L. A. Loeb is the latest acquisi- 
tion to the KDYL staff as an exec- 
utive. Hails from St. Louis, 





Minnesota 


Stan Hubbard's Irish setter came 
through a ‘reserve winner’ in the 
St. Paul Kennel club’s bench show 
last week. 

<arl Gammons back on his gams 
after a brief tussle with flu. 

Corinne Jordan, KSTP’s program 
director, entered two collies which 
collected blue ribbons in both the 
St. Paul and Minneapolis dog 
shows. 

George Jacobson, WDGY’s chief 
engineer, working all night on his 
station’s new 5,000-watt transmitter. 
Recently upped from 2,500. 

Steve Robertson, formerly with 
KGDY (Huron, S. D.) and later with 
WRHM (now WTCN), is currently 
enunciating his P’s and Q’s for 
wbey. 

George Putnam, youngest full- 
time announcer in the northwest, 
goes In as WDGY studio mer., re- 
placing Neil Searles, who's out. 

WCCO's Triple Threat group, male 
trio with accompanist, start war- 
bling Tuesday (19) over that eta- 
tion as the Fels Naptha quartet. 

KSTP studio remodeling 
completed. 

The Ervin (WEBC) Kults brag- 
ging about their new gal, 8% pounds. 

Crnest Lachmund, head of the 
Lakes composer, heard his latest 
brainchild, ‘Lullaby Dreams,’ pre- 
miered by the Mischa Bregmann 
ensemble over WEBC, Sunday (3). 

WEBC’s Superior (Wis.) studios 
all upset and torn apart in the 
throes of remodeling and enlarge- 
ment. 

KSTP’s girls volleyball team still 
at the top in St. Paul’s Class A 
volleyball league, with 24 wins and 
only 3 losses. 

George Putnam and Steve Robert- 
son, WDGY announcers, taking 
their early morning canters despite 
sloppy bridle paths caused by the 
current February thaws. 

Earl Gammons away for 10 days 
in Gotham, with a Detroit stopover 
on his return. 

WDGY’s ‘White Heat’ transcrip- 
tion program (only hot numbers) 
drawing 30 letters a day for the past 
two months, 


now 


WDGY installing automatic chimes | 


which offer different chime effects 
with each station break. 

Only ‘Slim Jim’ Iverson at WDGY, 
standing 6 ft. 4 in., tops Roy Waters, 


announcer, who’s one-inch shy. 





eS 





station’s continulty man and staff 


‘Rome Roberts’ on KSTP’s ‘Min- 
nesota Merry-Go-Round’ program, 
is really Stanley McGovern, public 
relations for the Minnesota Dept. of 
Agriculture. 

Lynn Smeby, KSTP’s chief en- 
gineer, has handed his gal a spark- 
ler for that third finger. 

Charley Senjer, who handles the 
Marselm program over WDGY, 
known hereabouts as ‘the laughing 
announcer.’ 

Max Karle, WCCO announcer, oke 
again after a severe bout with 
laryngitis. 

WCCO's Triple Threat group 
started warbling yesterday (19) on 
a twice-weekly stint for 18 weeks, 
as the Fels Naptha quartet. 

La Ferrier Sisters are now trill- 
ing nightly with the Paradise Is- 
landers, Hawaiian guitar group, 
over WDGY. 





Pennsylvania 





Cameron King leaving WIP. 

Horace Hustler organing 
WPEN. 

Paul Mason mentioned as leader 
of new WIP house band. 

WCAU tieing up amateur night 
shows with Warner theatres as 
talent outlets. 

Phil Bakers ‘Beetle,” Hank Ladd, 
in Philly visiting the missus, Fran- 
cetta Malloy at the Pennsylvania. 

Nat Hamburger, ex-merch man- 
ager of Blum Department Store 
here, now associate with WIP sales 
department. 

Leo Zollo’s Ben Franklin hostelry 
band and the Tell Sisters trio set 
for an NBC net show out of WFIL 
soon. 

Jan Savitt’s WCAU house unit 
subbing for Eddy Duchin at the 
Arcadia on Tuesdays while Duchin 
does the Ed Wynn show. 

WDAS is due for a general over- 
hauling after the new transmitter 
is erected at Woodside Park. Pro- 
gram will perk. 

Ted Hale, WIP staff pianist, 
leaves the studio to make a vaude- 
ville tour with Jack Griffiin’s band. 

Jack Benny, Mary Livingston, 
Phil Harris and Leah Ray nite 
clubbing with Leon Levy, WCAU 
prexy, all last week. 

Virginia Davis, former vaude 
trouper and for the past two years 
artist on WGAL, Lancaster, as- 
signed skippership of WGAL Studio 
Players Group. Gal acts as director 
and caster for the outfit. Selects 
scripts, spots players and directs the 
show as well as carrying one of lead 
roles in each of them. Group now 
has membership of 15. 

John Crego, ‘Old School Master,’ 
of WKJC, Lancaster, received town’s 
biggest valentine. Postman couldn't 
get it in station elevator so Crego 
had to come down three floors to 
open it. 

Helen Barnes, blues warbler of 
WSJS, Winston-Salem, N. C., and 
WBIG, Greensboro, N. C. guesting 
on WGAL, Lancaster. 

Blackstone, airing his magic chat- 
ter over WGAL, neaster, while 
doing local engagement. 

‘Future Farmers of America’ re- 
turn to WGAL with a series of 9 
programs to run weekly. 

Earnie Stanziola, music director 
of WGAL, Lancaster, heading Capi- 
tol Theatre pit ork, and having 
plenty of trouble hitting dead lines 
at both ends. Rushes three blocks 
from station to theatre to do shows 
and then rushes back to station to 
make airings. 

While making a personal appear- 
ance in Reading, Charles Correll 
(Amos 'n’ Andy) renewed acquaint- 
ance with Harry Lacey, former co- 
median, now an {insurance sales- 
man. They were together in the 
home talent producing biz back in 
1920, 

Joe Penner’s date at the Embassy, 
Reading, prompted manager Paul 
Glaso to tie-in the duck with local 
Dollar Day. 


New England 


Waiter E. Myers, New England 
sales representative for NBC, will 
deliver a spiel before the Providence 
Engineering Society Feb. 20. 

WBZ (Boston) crew planning a 
stag weekend ‘skey’ party in the 
White Mountains. ‘Governor’ Harry 
D. Goodwin heads the committee on 
arrangements, which includes Nor- 
man Whittaker, Gordon V. Norris 
and Robert G. Duffield, 

Marguerite Morrow, formerly in 
the office of Arthur T. Lyman, Com- 
missioner of Correction in Massa- 
chusetts, joins the WBZ (Boston) 
staff as secretary to Cleon B. White, 
artists’ service manager. 

‘Air Way to Sales,’ monthly house 
organ for NBC in New England, and 
directed to prospects and advertis- 
ing agencies, made itg initial ap- 
pearance last week. Edited by 
George A. Harder, director of gales 
promotion for WBZ, Boston. 

Bob Ide, Yankee Web auditor, jit- 
tery last week when first three nags 
in four-horse parley ran in the} 
dough. 

Don VanWart, WNAC-WAAB |! 
(Boston) pianist, not feeling so hot 
since his car was accordion-pleated 
in recent skiddy weather. 

Harry (Nick Parkyakakas) Ein- 


at 








Beantown to join Cantor. 

Ann Ryan, Yankee Net secretary, 
and Frank Reiley of Boston, to ae 
blended March 8. 

Duncan Sisters and Jimmy Savo 
among those recently interviewed 
over WNAC, Boston. 

Beau Bernstein with a Providence 
advertising agency concocts com- 
mercial program stunts and then 
airs them over WEAN 

Phil Saltman inaugurates a new 
Saturday series of ‘Modern Jazz | 
Piano Lessons’ over WEEI, Boston, 
on the 23d Heard weekly at 5:30 
New period aimed at business peo- 
ple otherwise unable to participate 
in this combined educational-enter- 
tainment effort. 

Middlebury College Glee club 
makes its annual WEEI, Boston, 
radio appearance March 1. 

Bob Freeman, formerly in produc- 
tion dept. of WEETI, Boston, now 
toils in program director's office. 

Vie Whitman's ‘Whittlin’ Club’ 
script unloosed on ageney ears re- 
cently: may be aired soon over 
WEEI, Boston. 

Dot Franklin of WEET, Boston, 
played hostess to gang Valentine 
eve. 

Son of Ed Gisburne of WEEI, 
Boston, a member of the winning 


well tribute to him when he left; ham Life Insurance Company, was 


established in 1926. 
watts power. J. R. 
is president of the station, Richard 
H, Mason, station manager; Royal 
E. Penner, sales manager, and Gra- 
ham B. Payner, production manager, 
Texas 

Harry McMahan, of the Tracy- 
Locke-Dawson agency, Dallas, burn- 
ing up the mill on scrip for a new 
Texas Quality Group program to hit 
the air in April. 

Identity of author for Greyhound 
bus lines program on TQG is being 
kept secret. 

Barney Richards ork airs twice 
daily now from St. Anthony Hotel's 
Cocoanut Grove via KONO. 

Charlie Caspar and Brooks Con- 
nally do the spieling on the new 
ringside fight broadcasts for KTSA, 
San Antonio, 


It has 5,000 
Weatherspoon 








Plenty of ‘Steamboat Bills’ in 
southwest. Each station of SBS is 
airing a ‘Steamboat Bill’ stint for 


Malt-O-Meal but spot is produced 
locally in each instance. 

Ideal Waltz Time spot on WFAA, 
Dallas, stretched to 15 mins. and 
now hits the air six times weekly 








freshman relay team of New Hamp- 
shire State at the B.A.A. track meet. 

‘The Home Makers’ Council,’ bet- 
ter known as Marjorie Mills, ex- 
pands its schedule. 
hour broadcasts at 9:15 a.m., Tues- 
days and Thursdays, over NE. Net- 
work outlets—WEEI, WTAG, 
WCSH and WJAR. 

Caroline Cabot of WEEI, Boston, 
very active in ‘little theatre’ move- 
ments in Hub. 

‘EBEE’ Rideout, WEEI weather- 
man, goes long distance and hazards 
a prediction that next summer will 
be cool around Boston. 

Sunday ‘Open House’ revue at 
Jungle club, Hotel Stratfield, Bridge- 
port, such a click that WICC has 
installed the ticket-admission sys- 
tem. 

Jud La Haye and whatever an- 
nouncer is on at the time teamed in 
new three-a-week matutinal (7:45 
a.m.) at WICC, Bridgeport. 

Gus Meyers, jr., formerly fiddler 
with Barney Rapp and Don Bestor 
and now pit chief at Globe, Bridge- 
port, and Anne Halica, runner-up to 
Miss Connecticut, 1934, have an- 
nounced the betrothal. 

Eric Peterson’s ork of Bridge- 
port ends long stand at Edgewood 
Inn, Albany, and returns to home 
grounds to open Saturday (23) at 
Seven Gables Inn, Milford. 

Ruth Ferry, contralto, and Belle 
Slater, pianist, both of New Haven, 
added to WICC lists. 

Roger Doulens, radio ed South 
Norwalk Sentinel, handling Joe 
Williams, singing champ of recent 
Fred Allen amateurer. 

Laura DeForge and Carleton Gar- 
roy’, vocalisis, doing old-time song 
numbers over WCAX, Burlington, 
Vermont, 

Paul Tanier now doing sports re- 
view and interviews over WCAX, 
Burlington, Vt. 

Reggie Fields, free-lance an- 
nouncer, is now doing a ‘Man About 
Town’ program on WCAX, Burling- 
ton, Vt., and WDEV, Waterbury, 
Vt. He is also doing the airing for 
Montgomery Ward over WGY. For- 
merly connected with Montreal's 


North Carolina 





Hod Williams and his orchestra, 
playing the Hotel Charlotte, is car- 
ried on a WBT line nightly. 

WWNC, Asheville, is advertising 
in newspaper space in that city that 
85% of all the station's clients are 
renewal contracts. 

Daily Mail, published at Anderson, 
S. C., near the line, has been given 
a permit by FCC to build a station. 
Winton E. Hall, publisher, is head of 
the enterprise. 

Three new seven-day-a-week ad- 
ditions at WBT, each with a 15- 
minute show, are Beeman’s tablets, 
Peruna and Calonite. 

J. J. Belougny has joined WBT as 
chief engineer, replacing Paul Rose- 
krans, resigned. Mr. Belougny 
served WPG as chief engineer for a 
year, 
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Under the direction of Woodfin ; 
Mitchell, Burlington, N. C., business | 
man, that town has organized a/| 
community body to eliminate radio 
interference. Co-operating are the 
Chamber of Commerce, the South- 
Co., Southern | 


ern Bell Telephone 
Public Utilities Co., and the retail 
radio dealers. WBIG, Greensboro; | 
WPTF, Raleigh, and WBT, Char- | 
lotte, have been represented by | 
proxy at meetings so far. 
WRBT, Charlotte, program board | 
now passes on all sustaining and 
commercial talent. Board consists | 
of W. A. Schudt, ZJr., Charles | 
Crutchfield, Holly Smith and Clair | 


Shadwell, 
For the second time this winter | 
influenza threatened to cripple radio | 





stein presented with a cigar humi- 


dor during the Yankee Web's fare- 


station WBT. Clair Shadwell, an- | 
nouncer and producer of the sta- | 
tion’s daily Musical Clock, Charles | 
Crutchfield, program director; Ar-} 
chie Grinalds, announcer; and Holly ; 
Smith, production manager, were all 
out at one time. All are now back 
in harness, 

WPTF, Raleigh, has completed 
the construction of a new trans- 
mitter five miles from the station's | 
studios. Station owned by the Du 


—HOTEL ST. REGIS ROOF— 


JOHNNY 


GREEN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
With MARJORY LOGAN 
and JIMMY FARRELL 
WABC—Coast-to-Coast *® 
Tues. and Sat., 11.30 P.M. E.S.T. 


Columbla Broadcasting System 
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LUIS ALVAREZ 


TENOR 
“Let's Dance’ Program 
WALDORF-ASTORIA 


N.B.C. 
VICTOR RECORDING ARTIST 


Direction, MARY SHANK 
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fircny in Colonial Pastures Is 
Clubwomen’s Own Idea of Kid Show 





+ 
vr 


Scarsdale Woman's club is out 
to show how a juvenile program 
should be _ scripted, directed and 
produced. They showed how over 
WABC, New York, Tuesday (19), 
at 5 p.m. Station WFAS, White 
Plains, got a peek at stunt first. 
But the club wanted a_i wider 
listening public, so contacted the 
major outlets. CBS gave in. Pro- 


gram is called ‘Westchester Cow- 
boys.’ 
Group thinks that what pleases 


adults should satisfy young listen- 
ers. Room for considerable debate 
on this item. Up in Westchester, 
the suburbanites take their history 
very seriously. Topic for dramatiz- 
ation here concerned cattle rustling. 
Not the wide-open spaces species, 
but as done in hide and seek fashion 


during the Revolutionary War. 
Sound effects for this flash-back 
included hoof beats, hen cackles 
and a few hey heys. A narrator 
handed out the main thread and 


faded in and out about three times. 

Voices a mixture of Park avenue, 
Swarthmore and _ Vassar. Only 
rugged touch was actual mention of 
a musket, Production off-key like 
this throughout. Toward the end 
doors flew open and slammed shut 
rapidly, and George Washington’s 
name was mentioned as a fitting 
send-off. Tepid in comparison with 
the more fantastic and red-blooded 
serials which are built. for children. 
But the club group is down on these 
thrillers anyway, which _ really 
prompted them to take a fling at 
air program construction. Result is 
not bad, and no good. Just another 
quarter hour of mild chit-chat. Little 
Willie probably had his skates on 
and was down by the riverbend, be- 
fore the closing gong was sounded. 





GILBERT LINVILLE 


’"Songs 


~ theatre 


maturally, 
a . 


15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady. 

A new voice was introduced to 
WGY listeners with the presenta- 
tion, as guest soloist, of this tenor 
on an afternoon broadcast. Linville 
at once stamped himself a singer 
above the average for a local, both 
in the quality of his vocalizing and 
in the range of his numbers. AS a 
matter of fact, the layout, with its 
two operatic arias, appeared to be 
a bit over-ambitious for the young 
man; breath control on several top 
notes near the finish was a trifle 
ragged. 

Linville has a high tenor, clear 
and sweet in tone. He does not 
seem to possess great volume, nor 
does he command as much dramatic 
fire as one usually expects to find 
in a tenor ariaing in Italian. For 
this reason, his singing of such 
numbers, while impressive for a 
vocalist on a regional program, is 
hardly Big Time. 


His interpretation of standard 
ballads’ was high class, although 
for some reason, perhaps the ar- 


rangement, Linville did not click so 
strongly with ‘I Know a Lovely 
Garden.’ Closer, ‘Song of Songs,’ 
took him away up the scale and he 
topped it with a showy high note. 
Incidentally, in this and the previ- 


ous sclection, Linville showed mo- 

mentary signs of vocal tiredness. 

He clinched some of his numbers 

with a duleent falsetto, Jaco, 

‘A BIT O’ THIS AND A BIT O’ 
THAT’ 

Hodge-Podge. 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 


WEEI, Boston 

This daily participating program 
from WEEI (12:45-1:15 p.m.) is 
just what the tag implies, with com- 
mercial plugs sprinkled lightly 
throughout. On day caught (14), 
highlight of the half-hour was a 
15-minute teaser dramatization of 
the film ‘The Right to Live.’ No 
theatre plug, but the pic finished 
first-run the day before. 

Dramatic period is understood to 
be a plug for the Paramount thea- 


tre; but on this program it was 
valueless to the theatre opening 
same day with a different show. 


Theatre not even mentioned in fact. 
Possibility that the pic script, fur- 
nished direct from studio, was not 
available for Par’s feature ‘Woman 
in Red’ (FN). Even though the 
lost out, the condensed 
scenes from ‘Right to Live’ were a 
definite asset to the program. Com- 
mendable work by dramatic staff of 
the station under direction of Rob- 
yr Burlen. Called ‘Matinee of the 
Air.’ 

First half of program consists of 
one or two-minute plugs for a 
shampoo, perfume, old gold, and a 
longer spiel by an optometrist on 
‘Save Your Vision Week.’ Between 
these are organ selections by staff 
organist, referred to as ‘Del.’ Also 
lends atmosphere between episodes 
of the dramatic portion of the pro- 
gram. 

Caroline Cabot, acting as m.c., 
lets her delivery frequently fall into 
the affectatious groove; but in her 
role in ‘Right to Live,’ delivers more 
Fou. 





BRUNO HAUPTMANN VERDICT 
News Bulletins, Comment 
Sustaining 
WOR, WEAF, WMCA, WABC, New 

York 

Fluke flash that the Associated 
Press sent out on the outcome of 
the Bruno Hauptmann trial pro- 
vided an opportunity for self-back- 
slapping and chortling to Transradio 
Press and the stations taking that 
organization's news service. In the 
metropolitan area the honors for 
turning out the best job on the clos- 
ing moments of the Flemington 
event last Wednesday night (13) 
went to WOR. Even without the 
edge given it by the AP bull, the 
latter outlet did a smart and effec- 
tive piece of coverage. It not only 
had the exclusive call locally on 
Transradio bulletins, but there was 
a WOR announcer operating from 
either the inside or the outside of 
the courthouse. 
Of the New York stations that 
depended for their verdict info on 
the Press-Radio Bureau, WMCA 
likely suffered the most embarrass- 
ment. That station had shown a 
decided bit of enterprise by bringing 
in Max Steuer, New York’s well- 
known criminal lawyer, to broadcast 
an analysis of the evidence adduced 
during the Hauptmann trial. Steuer 
had been on for almost two hours 
when he was handed the AP flash, 
as cleared through the Press-Radio 
Bureau, which stated that the Ger- 
man carpenter had been found 
guilty of murder with a recom- 
mendation of mercy. Steuer had 
been contending through his analy- 
sis that justice would have been 
best served had Hauptmann been 
tried on the extortion charge in the 
Bronx. After reading the mercy 
flash, Steuer remarked that the life 
sentence provided for in this verdict 
tended to bear out his opinion. 
Steuer stayed to continue his com- 
ments and was on hand to read the 
corrected verdict when it came 
through. 


NBC and Columbia, along with 
WMCA, put on the fluke verdict at 
10:29 p. m., with the correction be- 
ing made at 10:40 p.m. WOR opened 
its broadcast from Flemington when 
Transradio flashed that the jury box 
was being cleared of hangers-on by 
court attaches. A WOR announcer 
stationed in the sheriff's room of 
the courthouse picked up relays of 
what was happening in the court- 
room, while another announcer de- 
scribed the scenes taking place on 
the outside. At 10:35 came the 
Transradio flash that Hauptmann 
had been found guilty of murder in 
the first degree. Ten minutes later 
WOR reported that a poll of the 
jury had confirmed the verdict, and 
at 10:45 there followed the Trans- 
radio bulletin that the death sen- 
tence had been imposed. 


Brought out impressively by ihe 
deft and frequent switching of the 
WOR pickup was the gamut of 
emotions that pervaded the scene. 
Events on the inside were described 
as tensely expectant or strained al- 
most to the breaking point, while 
the chatter and other sounds picked 
up from among the milling crowd 
outside the courthouse had all the 


earmarks of a carnival. WOR an- 
nouncers who handled the WOR 
broadcast from Flemington were 


Jeff Sparks and Kenneth Fickett, 
with G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone su- 
pervising the maneuvers. 

Columbia at midnight put Hugh 
Conrad on for a resume of the high- 
lights of the trial and the scene that 
accompanied the rendering of the 
verdict and the imposition of sen- 
tence. His recital was a fine read- 
ing. 

Sentiment prevailing in New York 
broadcast circles the following day 
(Thursday) was that the AP slip 
would result in a strong reaction 
against the press-radio pact among 
station men. Odec. 


PICKARD FAMILY 
Hillbilly Revue 

30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Philadelphia 


If Philly was never hillbilly con- 
scious before, it has become so since 
Dad Pickard and the Family came 
to town. Not only do they air this 
commercial six-a-week stretch on 
KYW for a drug outfit, but they 
also do three sustainers on WFITL 
and top it off with just as many 
discs via WCAU, also commercial. 

This act is the sole talent KYW 
brought along when it moved from 
Chicago last fall. Family remains 
basically the same, churning out the 
typical hillbilly fare in resounding 
style for those who like it. No 
question about the fact that the 
group is one of the best of its kind 
now airing. They have genuinely 
intimate style of delivery. They 
seem to have a good time when 
they whoop it up for radio, and it 
isn’t hard to‘listen to. 

None of the shows is offered for 





visual broadcasting. Gosch. 
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JACK PEARL 
With Cliff Hall, Freddie Rich Orch, 

Leith Stevens Choir, Patti Chapin 
30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

This is a new Jack Pearl. Con- 
sciously, deliberately, intentionally 
new. Not Jack Pearl, the comic, but 
Jack Pearl, the warm-hearted char- 
acter actor. Built into a story and 
a background and playing intermis- 
sion to the music and _ “singing. 
Which is the important part of the 
program. And the good part. 

Peter Pfeiffer replaces the Baron 
Munchausen. The baron told jokes 
and had catch phrases that caught 
the fancy of the public. Now comes 
Peter Pfeiffer. He tells jokes, also, 
But only incidentally. He is the 
proprietor of a hotel full of people 
with hard luck and no cash. And 
Freddie Rich is rehearsing in the 
hotel ballroom for a meeting of 
Frigidaire dealers and wants Pearl 
to act as emcee. 

So between attending to little ex- 
igencies of tavern-keeping, gagging 
with Cliff Hall, loaning $20 to an 
impecunious pair of newlyweds and 
philosophizing about neighborliness 
and the best way to find happiness, 
all Peter Pfeiffer has to do is read 
the commercials for the ice box, 
conduct singing lessons with Leith 
Stevens choir, and fadoodle about 
with the orchestra. 

Net result of all this activity is 
confusion and dullness. Program is 
neither funny when trying to be nor 
plausible in its endeavors to capture 
the humanities. Pearl is a comic 
with a formula. He is not (so far 
as installment one established to 
the contrary) a serious radio actor 
capable of making people believe in 
his pathos. 

Pearl as a makeshift David War- 
field, a pseudo-Cap’n Henry, a syn- 
thetic Seth Parker, a made-to-order 
Tony Wons, is a poor substitute for 
Baron Munchausen. Regardless of 
any criticisms of the quality of the 
humor, Baron Munchausen did get 
laughs. He did amuse people. And 
he didn’t clutter up his mugging 
with incredible sentimentality, 

Ordinarily efforts to get away 
from stale stencils would call for 
commendation. But here’s a case 
where the showmanship is askew 
because the fundamental limitations 
have been ignored. It’s Esquimaux- 
at-the-equator stuff. It just doesn’t 
fit. 

Freddie Rich’s music is good. 
That’s a habit with Freddie Rich, a 
musician with a fine sense of the 
arresting in arrangements. Leith 
Stevens vocal brigade is also agree- 
able, while the solo work of Patti 
Chapin is first rate. Program is 
weak because Jack Pearl is. Even 
Cliff Hall, ranked as a whiz straight 
man, couldn't help him much. Pro- 
gram is heard at the comparatively 
late hour of 10 p. m. on Wednesdays. 
Meaning its audience is_ strictly 
above school age. 4 

Geyer agency’s manner of sticking 
the plugs into the story may have 
seemed pretty cute. It only added 
to the small-timey tone of the show. 

Land. 


WHAT HAPPENED AT THE 

STATE HOUSE TODAY 
Ray Keene 
15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WHDH, Boston 

This looks like a timely commer- 
cial tie-in by a Boston cigar firm 
(R. G. Sullivan, Inec.). Ray Keene, 
a Boston newspaperman, has been 
covering the State House for years 
and knows his stuff. At the present 
time, with a new governor at the 
capitol making political news al- 
most daily, the public is ripe for a 
commentary of this sort. 

Runs five nights a week (Monday 
to Friday) at 6:30 and Keene recaps 
the day’s happenings on Beacon 
Hill, pointing up some of the in- 
tricate political moves as well as 
the most obvious. Incidentally, at 
that time of day, Keene can usually 
nose out the papers with anything 
startling that might come along. 
Commercial plug is light and in- 
offensive giving the commentator 
almost the whole pie of the 15 min- 
utes he’s on. 

Although Keene’s diction is not 
entirely $3.30 it is, nevertheless, 
clear; and his virile, rapid-fire de- 
livery holds attention throughout. 
Material is well-built and sensibiy 
presented, never on the expose or- 
der, but simple, straight reporting. 

On broadcast caught Keene talked 
on the governor's plan to replace the 
police commissioner with a new ap- 
pointee, taxes, budgets, public util- 
ity rates, etc. For. 


SAMMY FALKOW 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WOKO, Albany 

Here’s a 13-year-old school boy 
who has a singing voice worth using 
and who knows how to use it. And 
he has a sponsor, which enables him 
to stay on WOKO., Sammy has pipes 
of a high tenor range of remarkable 
quality for one so young. In ad- 
dition, it has a blues touch that 
heightens his singing of pop num- 
bers, which make up most of his 
programs. However, he can do a 
mighty good job with a ballad as 
well. Shows no trace of nervousness 
and indicates a confidence generally 
found only in more seasoned war- 
blers. 





He is on once a week for a dry 
cleaning company. cliff. 





WALLACE BERRY 
Drama 
60 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 
Wallace Beery made his air debut 
Sunday afternoon (17) for Lux soap 
as Clem Hawley in ‘The Old Soak.’ 
He has everything that radio 
looks for in a name headliner. 
Odeo. 





GREYHOUND TRAVELER 
Music, Drama 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WOAI, San Antonio. 

A tasty stint financed by Grey- 
hound bus lines which hits the air 
weekly via Texas Quality Group to 
plug the advantages of bus travel. 
Drama background deals with vari- 
ous locations touched by the bus 
service. Its success lies in its 
brevity. 

Program caught (12) was second 
in series of 16. Dealt with first 
presidential ball of republic of 
Texas. Just a flash, accompanied 
by good sound effects, to bring out 
a few characteristics of Gen Sam 
Houston. Speaking voices on this 
program are exceptional when 
stacked against the usual produc- 
tion stuff in southwest area. Chap 
who did a negro servant Yaa bit 
stood out on airing caught. 
a? balanced band under Karl 
Lambertz baton did straight num- 
bers at opening and close and in- 
cidental stuff for the drama. Vocal 
quartet worked in to advantage. 
Chap billed as Greyhound traveler 


gives the drama locale and two 
short, pointed commercial plugs. 
All in all, a satisfactory —— 
ant budget. Originates ro 
men ‘ween. 


WFAA, Dallas. 


SPENCER SHOE BASEBALL 

SCHOOL 
With Jack Onslow 
Instruction 
15 Mins. ? 
COMMERCIAL 
WNAC, Boston 

Upwards* of 125 boys jam _ the 
studio at WNAC every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 5 p.m, to 
receive baseball instruction from 
Jack Onslow, recently retired coach 
of the Boston Red Sox. Armed with 
an array of questions that cover 
every phase of America’s most 
popular outdoor sport, the kids 
erowd around Onslow, pop their 
questions over the air, and listen 
to Onslow’s answers. 

Some of the questions tax even 
the phenomenal memory and judg- 
ment of Onslow. Examples — are: 
What pitcher stopped Willie Keeler 
after he had batted safely 44 
straight games? From what club 
and in what year did he retire? 
When did Ruth hit his longest home 
run? When there are two out with 
a runner on first, if the ball is hit 
to the shortstop, which would be 
the better place to throw it? 

Then some youngster of 12 or 14 
gets nawsty, as they say in Boston, 
and wants to know, ‘Would it be 
wise if the Braves traded Wally 
Berger for a couple of good timely 
hitters? 

Onslow started as sustainer in 

December and was snapped up by 
Spencer as a commercial in Janu- 
arv. Kids who write to Onslow are 
given club memberships and lapel 
buttons, plus a chance at such 
prizes as gloves, bats and balls, 
providing they wear Spencer shoes. 
Shoe clubs being formed in Greater 
Boston area, 
’ Kid baseballers are encouraged to 
come to studio on invitation. Plans 
on the fire to form a Spencer 
League this summer, with teams 
formed in towns in which the shoe 
stores are located. Fox. 


JANE JOY 

Funny Paper Lady 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL ? 
WTCN, St. Paul-Minneapolis 

Kiddies can hardly wait till the 
clock spins around to 12:30 on Sun- 
days, so they can spread out their 
Pioneer Press (station co-owner) 
comic section and hear Jane Joy 
and her cast if six enact the funnies 
for ’em. 

All parts are nicely handled, and 
the commercial plug—ballyhoo for 
Sanitary Farm Dairies products— 
is so skillfully woven into the ex- 
traneous chatter that the kiddies 
actually look forward to the sales 
talks, too. Mary Milk Maid and 
Cowboy Bill are two characters 
who are supposedly growing big 
and strong because they absorb 
their full share of milk, butter and 
cheese. A male announcer sticks 
in his oar and recites an oath of 
good behavior and allegiance to 
their parents, which Mary Milk 
Maid and Cowboy Bill devotees are 
supposed to repeat after him. Gets 
little Junior to pondering that 
mebbe Maw and Paw are tops after 
all, if it does nothing else. 

Comic strips themselves are 
faithfully and dramatically read, 
with cast of six supplying ample 
versatility for character voice dif- 
ferences. Program is on for 15 
minutes, 12:30-12:45 every Sunday 
—and so popular is it with juve 
dial twisters that it’s safest for 
parents to postpone the serving of 
dinner till after the session. Stint 
has built up strong good-will 
among parents, too, because it 
saves ’em the irksome job of read- 
ing the bulky comic supplements. 

Raschickh. 
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JACK FULTON’S ORCHESTRA 
Music, Songs 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Romantic tenor, with his own 
ochestra, is used by Oxol to plug 
its wash fluid and keep the house- 
wives interested. Airs at 10:30 a.m, 
EST., through the week. Jack Ful- 
ton a recent Paul Whiteman gradu<- 
ate, strikes out for himself on this 
hour. First a tenor and then a 
musician. Program is filled with 
considerable tinkling string inter- 
ludes. Time, however, will probe 
ably snap it up into a livelier tempo, 

Starts off as straight music, with 
Fulton piping in on a chorus. Re- 
turns later for a complete solo 
rendition. Band will, no doubt, ac- 
quire a following among the housee 
wives in’ the mid-morning niche. 
Some 11 stations carry this on the 
CBS web. 


STANLEY HIGH 
News Commentator 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 

Dr. Stanley High's previous series 
for NBC had to do with a weekend 
review of world religious news 
events. His present assignment, 
which consists of one matinee and 
one late evening period, retains the 
international angle, but it’s with na- 
tions and politics he chiefly con- 
cerns himself. 

Dr. High's approach to a situation 
or problem is neither sensational 
nor incisively original. But the 
qualities that make what he has to 
say arresting are clarity of view 
and expression. His is a knack for 
quickly summarizing the steps that 
led up to an event and’ in terse, 
simple terms sketching what he 
predicts will be the aftermath. An- 
other quality that gives color to his 
comments is a keen grasp of the 
ironic and the underlying motives 
that move men and nations in the 
political merry-go-round, whether 
the scene be Washington or abroad. 

Dr. High takes a peek into 1936 
and, quoting what he describes as 
Republican inner-circle opinion, ale 
lows that the President will win 
hands down if he doesn’t have to 
contend with Huey Long, Father 
Coughlin and H. N. Townsend, ad- 
vocate of a monthly $200 pension 
for everybody over 60 years. Each 
with his clubs or leagues can do 
plenty damage to the Roosevelt 
cause, but there is a possibility that 
by the time the crucial period ar- 
rives the strength of these move- 
ments will be vitiated by internal 
dissension. 

In his analysis of the Italo-Abys- 
sinian situation, Dr. High takes the 
view that Italy is intent on muscl- 
ing in on _ Ethiopia’s economies 
future, with France agreeing to 
look out for Italy’s interests in Eu- 
rope while the African freebooting 
expedition is taking place. 

Before Dr. High took to broad- 
casting he was on the staff of the 
Christian Herald. Prior to that he 
corresponded for the Christian Scie 
ence Monitor in Central Europe 
and Russia. Odec. 





BREAKFAST CLUB 
With Harold Owen 
Songs and Talk 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

A new program {fs being served 
thrice weekly to WGY dealers, with 
their morning coffee, by a male 
singing and comedy duo. Harold 
Owen, who worked with Fred Owen 
in a brother act in vaudeville, and 
who switched to radio over WLS, 
Chicago, in 1925, with advancement 
in 1929 to the network, on the 
‘Farm and Home Hour,’ heads ‘The 
Breakfast Club.’ He draws name 
mention. His partner does not, ex- 
cept as ‘King Toaster.’ 

Voice of the talker, apparently 
Owen, is so much like that of Her- 
ald Goodman, number-introducer of 
The Vagabonds, that listeners 
catching the broadcast for the first 
time probably will believe it to be 
the latter. His singing, in certain 
numbers, also resembles Goodman's, 

Pair do harmony and comedy 
numbers. Some of the seconde 
named are of the ‘nut’ genre, once 
popular with vaudeville duos. Team 
smack ’em over smartly. The har- 
mony is smooth; there might be 
more of it. A tenor solos in capable 
fashion. Vocal range from pop te 
hillbilly, Piano accompaniment. 

Jaco, 


TASTY-LAX AMATEUR NIGHT 
15 Minutes 

COMMERCIAL 

WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 

Tasty-Lax company launched its 
amateur show on WBT for a brief 
trial, using one show a week.* This 
has been increased to three shows @ 
week—a result of popularity with 
which the first amateur offering was 
received in this area. 

Tasty-Lax has a tie-up with drug 
stores whereby application blanks 
to appear on the show must be s5¢= 
cured from a drug store, being 
available nowhere else. There is no 
required purchase. 

A professional stooge mixes in on 
all programs, to sing and play oft 
key and get the brunt of the ‘birds’ 
that might be directed at some of 
the not-so-good amateurs. 

Applicants have been so many 
that pretty fair variety shows have 
been constructed from the available 
material. Tryout are run off one 
afternoon a week, 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





CASINO DE PAREE 


(NEW YORK) 


Going into its second year, the 
Casino de Paree reopened Friday 
night (15), presenting what the 
oldsters present called the most 
lavish American nite club show 
since Ziegfeld’s Midnight Frolic. 

Productiénally, the new Paree re- 
vue, produced by Lew Brown, staged 
by Bob Alton and lighted by Clark 
Robinson, rates with the classiest 
jn the legit revue line. At the open- 
ing much of the ground gained 
through sightliness was lost by 
slowness of pace and a paucity of 
high pressure talent. But both 
faults can be corrected and, if cor- 
rected properly, the Paree can boast 
the standout nite club entertainment 
layout of the country. It has an ad- 
vantageous productional foundation 
to begin with. 

The phase in which the show 
seems most lacking is in the way 
of novelties and comedy. When it 
first opened the Casino was in itself 
a novelty, with or without the show, 
the food and the drinks that ac- 
companied it. But a year has 
dulled that distinction, and now, for 
novelty, the place must rely on out- 
side factors. 


All the elements are necessary 
for the making of an all-around nite 
club success, but it’s the departures 
that cause the talk and bring in the 
business. A small novelty such as 
the girl in the fishbowl! illusion prob- 
ably inspired as much’ word-of- 
mouth advertising for the Casino as 
any other factor last year. This time 
there is but one such novelty, that 
being the Flame Dance. grown is 
making a mistake in burying it too 
early in the show. 

As for talent Brown borrowed 
considerably from his ‘Calling All 
Stars,’ using Mitzi Mayfair, Jack 
Whiting, Ella Logan and the chorus 
out of the show. The other Casino 
principals are the Saxon Sisters, 
Buck and Bubbles, Harry Stockwell, 
Stone and Vernon and Raul and 
Eva Reyes. Orchestras are Leon 
Belasco’s for hoofing and Jerry 
Freedman’s for show. 

Brown's best work was naturally 
in the lyric department. He fash- 
joned some fascinating sets of words 
for the Elsa Maxwell-Harry Akst 
music, at least two of the songs, 
particularly a bell number called 
‘When I Hear My Doorbell,’ sound- 
ing like hits. A possibility is that 
in the long run the songs will be 
responsible in a large measure for 
the Casino’s success. 

Of the specialty turns, two danc- 
ing acts cop the heaviest returns. 
They are the Stone and Vernon 
adagio foursome, which includes 
probably the only tosser in the busi- 
ness sporting a moustache, and the 
rumba team of Raul and Eva Reyes. 
tirl of Stone and Vernon takes a 
20-foot fall from a pedestal to pro- 
vide the show’s most thrilling mo- 
ment. The Reyes, cute couple, offer 
a novel takeoff on shoein’ the mare, 
which might be called crankin’ the 
car. 

Buck and Bubbles are a disap- 
pointment, and a _ surprising one. 
Their talk is meaningless in this 
sort of an auditorium, their, singing 
is lost amidst better singing, and 
Bubbles’ dancing, than which there 
is no better, is nullified because it’s 
all on the floor and can’t be seen 
by more than a small minority of 
the table customers. As routined, 
the boys’ turn was split into two 
sections. They fared all right the 
first time, but in the second half 
the audience had dropped its silent 
attitude and reverted to a tynical 
night club crowd. Buck and Bub- 
bles, as a result, were talking to 
themselves and the first row of 

ables. To see the most consistent 
show-stopper of all vaudeville acts 
fare so poorly here was not so nice, 
but easily understood. A_ sight 
comedy act, rather than a talking 
One, is badly needed. 

Mitzi Mayfair is a natural in her 
two solo dancing chances, but in 
dueting with Jack Whiting she is 
again required to sing, and the re- 
sults are as bad here as they were 
in ‘Stars.’ In her own line of danc- 
ing Miss Mayfair is the best this 
country has to offer. But that still 
is no reason why audiences should 
be asked to sit in on her singing 
lessons. Whiting is the convention- 
al and perennial juve, as always. 

In Ella Logan, Brown found an 
excellent medium of lyrical expres- 
sion. A 1935 model Marie Cahill, 
Miss Logan is a cute singing come- 
dienne with a refreshing manner 
and the best mugg that has shown 
up in a long while. She gained some 
attention in ‘Stars,’ but has more 
Opportunity here, and this should 
make her, 

Rest of the singing is handled by 
Harry Stoc kwell, nice looking boy 
who tenors the number introduc- 
tions, and the Saxon Sisters, who 
reach their peak the first time out 
but lose ground thereafter through 
repetition, They could use a special 





grown lyric themselves and 
one, too, 

Flame Dance is a Chicago im- 
portation, Casino having acquired 
the mechanical rights from the own- 
er, Michael Todd. The Chicago 
flamer’s name is Muriel Page. A 
new girl is doing the number here 
under the nom-de-moth of Alice 
Post. Idea requires a combination 
toe dancer and stripper. Big mo- 
ment arrives when the ‘moth’ dances 
too close to the flame and her cos- 
tume takes fire and burns off. Crew 
jazzed up the mechanical end slight- 
ly opening night, but it was easy 
to see how effective the number 
can be. The later moments of the 
show need something of this order 
badly. 

Costumes and sets are sightly on 


their own, and enhanced no little 
Dy Clark Robinson's lighting. 
Chorus contains 20 dancing girls, 
12 showgirls and 10 boys. tirls of 
both the dancing and walking lines 
are exceptional on looks, and the 


dancing girls excellent on the hoof. 
Alton is obviousy a stager with 
‘ideas.’ His work in this show 
should buy him a ticket to Holly- 
wood. 

Commensurate with its new and 
lavish show, the Casino has been 
brushed up physically. Stage is 
now dressed with a chromium cyke, 
in which the dancers can see them- 
selves legging it, and the balance 
of the interior is as attractive as 
ever, In every respect Yermie Stern 
took the band off the b.r. to put 
this show across, and all that’s 
needed is a little more speed, with 
perhaps another novelty added. 
Show as it stands is impressive to 
the eye, and uses much more than 
average night club restraint in the 
nudity line to accomplish the feat. 

Service and food under John 
Steinberg’s maestroing are still aces. 

Bige. 
LIDO, PARIS 
Paris, Feb. 8. 

Leon Volterra, remodeling the old 
Lido, has made it into a nite spot 
that’s unique for atmosphere. 

This didn’t prevent him from 
making an awful flop of it at first. 
He rushed it through to catch the 
holiday business and fixed up a 
show centered around a troupe of 
mermaids hopping about in the 
swimming pool, and it was terrible. 
Annette Kellerman, who trained the 
girls and was to star, quit after 
three days, but the show dragged 
on, getting the inevitable Christmas 
and New Year's cash, and then div- 
ing deeper than any of the girls 
in it. 

But Volterra is a showman. He 
saw his error, and his second show 
is enormously better than his first. 
If he keeps it up he may be able, 
despite general bad business, to put 
the old place back on the Paris 
nitery map. 

Trouble with the first show was 
that it was in the water. It’s almost 
impossible to find enough artists 
who can swim to keep a show 
going. REither you get swimmers— 
and they get tiresome after the first 
five minutes—or you get artists, and 
they stay away from the pool. he 
you try to combine the two and g 





nothing, which is what hasoaned g 
Volterra. 
A real idea at the Lido for the 


second show: Instead of playing it 
in the pool they play it over it, on 
stage-bridges, and on the edges. 
This keeps the water effect, unique 
in this spot, and at the same time 
allows the cast to stay dry. Only 
one person risks a cold, a male 
dancer who is heaved into the drink 
with his clothes on by a bevy of 
nude girls. 

Volterra’s changes consist chiefly 
in enlarging and brightening up the 
place. Used to be a bit dingy. He 
has put in lights that give it an 
air. He has considerably lengthened 
the swimming pool, and the general 
effect of the new decorations is 
space and gayety. 

French band and a tango orches- 
tra supply good dance music, and 
show starts at 11 with a series of 
ordinary floor numbers. Floor is 
separated from the pool by several 
ranks of tables, and during first 
part of evening pool is mere back- 
ground, with a couple of girls pos- 
ing as customers swimming around 
in it. 

3ig show starts as after-theatre 
crowd arrives. It’s a revue pro- 
duced by Jean Le Seyeu, who has 
been in America. A gauze curtain 
painted in pastel shades is drawn 
all around the poo], which is about 
100 feet long. by girls in peasant 
costumes. When it is withdrawn 
stages have been placed over the 
water in the form of bridges about 
a yard wide, on a level with the 
banks, and in the back is a stair- 
case descending to the main stage, 
just a little wider than the others. 

Show's title is ‘Spring, or Rural 

(Continued on page 48) 
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STATE DEPT. 
BEHIND MOVE 


Amendments Would Drasti- 
cally Modify Status Quo 
on Copyrights — ASCAP 
Affected in Sundry Ways 


ACTION DOUBTFUL 


Washington, Feb. 19. 

Efforts of State Department to 
stampede Congress into joining the 
world copyright union were blocked 
last week by the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee which brought 
to light undercover moves to give 
domestic copyright laws a cumplete 
overhauling. 

Responding to kicks from films, 
radio, publishers, and other inter- 
ests, State Department Friday (15) 
called a series of conferences cpen- 
ing today (Tuesday) at which se- 
cretly-written amendments will be 
pondered. Sessions slated for Wed- 
nesday (today) Thursday (21) and 
Saturday (23). 

Described ag a conscientious at- 
tempt to reconcile differences of 
thought on this important question, 
State departmental proposal would 
result in as complete a revision of 
the existing statutes as the iong- 
pending Vestal-Sirovich measure 
which has been kicking around the 
House for several sessions. Critics 
commented after rapid once-over 
that measure is far less objection- 
able than Vestal bill but still needs 
considerable reworking. 

Prediction of final action in the 
near future on the international 
union convention was made Friday 
(15) by Undersecretary of State 
Phillips, but signs at the Capitol 
were less positive. 

Must Harmonize 

Before U.S. joins the international 
pact, law revision must be accomp- 
lished to remove inconsistencies and 
c.ntradictions between present stat- 
utes and terms of the world agree- 
ment, and any such sweeping pro- 
posal is likely to require consider- 
able time. With more important 
measures piling up in both houses, 
Congress probably will be hard- 
pressed to find room for copyright 
measures this session. 

Ballyhooing world pact, Under- 
secretary Phillips said that pending 
treaty is considered of ‘large im- 
portance’ because adoption would 
‘rreatly strengthen the ability of 
the department to protect the In- 
terests of Americans in other coun- 
tries.’ 

Department proposes straight 56- 
year grant instead of renewable 28 
year title and suggests sadmnetion 
in minimum penalties for infringe- 
ments from $250 to $100. 

Specifically defining reciprocal 
protection privileges for foreign 
citizens, measure would restrict the 
right of foreign authors, composers, 
and artists to bring actions against 
persons in the U.S, lawfully ex- 
ploiting, producing, reproducing, 
circulating, or performing uncopy- 
righted foreign works. 

Sections listing works subject to 
copyright would be revised to cover 
‘title and description with one print 
from each scene or act’ of photo- 
plays, ‘not less than two prints 
taken from different sections’ of 
films not classified as a ‘photoplay,’ 
and works prepared expressly for 
radio use. 

Penalties 

Infringement sections would be 
modified to provide that no tem- 
porary injunction can be issued pre- 
venting publication of a newspaper 
or periodical. Damages may be as- 
sessed on basis of profits gathered 
by infringer, and plaintiff will be 
required to prove only sales, rentals, 
license fees and supplemental 
revenue derived from infringement. 

Punitive clauses provide that! 
statutory damages in the case of 
unauthorized dramatic or picture 
performances or exhibitions or un- | 
authov~ized performances of musical 
works for profit shall not exceed | 
£10,000 or be less than $100 for al! 
infringements by one individual. 








Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air around 
New York, the following is the 
listing of the songs most played 
on the cross-country networks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the approximate 
number of combined plugs on 
WEAF, WJZ and WABC, 

1 Believe in Miracles 

Blue Moon 

Isle of Capri 

Fare Thee Well, Annabelle 
On Good Ship Lollipop 
Tiny Little Fingerprints 
Dancing with My Shadow 
Throwing Stones at Sun 
Clouds 

Love Just Around Corner 
Sweet Music 

You’re the Top 

You and Night and Music 
Continental 

After All 

Going Shopping with You 











Award for newspaper misuse of 
copyrighted photographs is limited 
to $200 and in other cases the maxi- 
mum is $5,000. Damages in cases 
where defendant was duped or 
acted in good faith are limited to 
$2,500, but restriction does not apply 
to dramatic or dramatico-musical 
work, other than a motion picture, 
if the work has had a first-class 
production for at least one week in 
a city of 100,000 population. 


Concerning infringement of musi- 
cal works, departmental bill stipu- 
lates that royalties may be collected 
for unauthorized manufacture, use, 
or sale of disks, rolls, bands, or 
cylinders for mechanical reproduc- 
ing apparatus but that no criminal 
action may be instituted. Whenever 
any person in the absence of a 
license agreement intends to use a 
copyrighted composition under com- 
pulsory license provisions of the 
law, notice must be given to the 
cepyrigat proprietor. 

Existing provisions concerning 
property rights would be modified 
in accordance with the international 
agreement to provide that the au- 
thor even after assignment of his 
cupyright retains the right to object 
to ‘every deformation, mutilation or 
other modification of the said work 
which may be prejudicial to his 
honor or to his reputation.’ Measure 
would prescribe, however, that pri- 
vilege of revising works can be 
gained by contract. 

Figured to put a severe crimp in 
the revenue collecting possibilities 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers is 
the provision of the proposed 
amendment to the copyright law 
which exempts from infringement 
liability all music reproducing 
mechanisms, including radio sets, 
that are used in restaurants, hotels, 
ete. The revised statute would not 
consider such use as a performance 
for profit, unless there is an admis- 
sion fee, or, in the case of restau- 


rants, a cover charge. 
Provisions of the proposed 
amendment were revealed last 


week when Secretary of State Cor- 
dell Hull extended an invitation to 
those concerned with copyright to 
attend a series of conferences slated 
to be held in Washington starting 
this week. Presiding over these con- 
ferences will be the inter-depart- 


mental committee on copyright 
which has at the request of the 


Committee of Foreign Relations of 
the U. S. Senate prepared an 
amendment to the present copy- 
right law which will seek to bring 
this law in harmony with the Berne 
Convention. Amendment will be 
submitted to Congress during the 
current session along with a pro- 
posal that the United States become 
a member of the latter international 
copyright pact. 

Clause which would bar ASCAP 
from collecting a license fee from 
thousands of music-using hotels and 
eating places reads, ‘There shall be 
no liability under this act on the 
part of any person for the follow- 
ing: The reception of any copy- 
righted work by 
receiving, reproducing or distribut- 





the use of a radio} 


GPPOSISH FOR 
UNION'S $3 FEE 


Members of the New York musi- 
cians’ union who are opposed to the 
administration now in power may 
ask the New York Supreme Court 
for an order restraining Local 802 
from enforcing the rule imposing a 
$3 fee for all sustaining broadcasts. 
Injunction proposal was urged at a 
meeting of bandmen held last week 
in Palm Gardens, Manhattan. 

One faction expressed itself as op- 
posed to resorting to legal methods 
at this time, on the ground that the 
$3 rule might be vetoed by the in- 
ternational executive board of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
after the rule goes into effect March 
4. By forcing broadcasting band- 
men to contribute $3 for every pick- 
up program, declares this faction, 
the local will be violating one of its 
own laws which forbids taxing the 
members more than 4% of their 
income. 

New York stations such as WOR, 
WMCA and WNEW aver that if the 
$3 fee per man is passed on to them 
they will ignore all pickup spots in 
New York and bring in bands play- 
ing in other cities, the same as NBC 
and Columbia propose doing. 


CUMMINS AT BILTMORE; 
CAMPO JAM SETTLED 


Ben Cummins opened at the Bilt- 
more, New York, Thursday (14) 
after the hotel had straightened out 
its contract difficulty with Del 
Campo, previous incumbent, and 
Cummins had assented to the New 
York musicians local’s demand that 
he replace six of his instrumental- 
ists with local men. Both issues 
were settled in time for Cummins’ 
unit to make its scheduled opening, 

Hotel claimed it had obtained a 
release of its obligation to Campo 
from the latter’s rep, but the union 
held that before Cummins could 
open the Campo situation would 
have to be ironed out. Campo’s mane 
ager agreed to a cash settlement 

Cummins has two weeks in which 
to replace his six out-of-town union 
members with Local 802 carde 
holders. 














Alina de Silva, South American 
warbler, added to the El Morocco, 
New York, show. Rudy Vallee is 
doubling into this spot from the 
Hollywood restaurant Monday a.m.’s, 





perforated roll of film, manufactured 
by or with the consent of the copy- 
right owner, except where there is 
an admission fee charged to the 
place of operation, or in case of 
restaurants, cover charges, distinct 
from the charges for food, are made, 
Where ASCAP would be hit hard- 
est by this exemptory provision is 
its claim to a fee for the use of 
hotel room loudspeakers where the 
contraption is advertised as part 
of the service. Fee that the Society 
has been trying to get from these 
sources is $1 a year per room loud- 
speaker. In combatting adoption of 
the exemptory provision as far as 
it applied to cafes the Society 
figures that it will have the support 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians, with the latter body take 
ing the view that lifting of the per- 
formance tax from musie reproduc- 
ing contraptions will serve to add 
further to the unemployment of 
musicians, 
Same exemptory provision also 
declares that the copyright owner 
may not collect a fee for ‘the per- 
formance of a copyrighted musical 
work by a recognized charitable, re- 
ligious, fraternal, agricultural or 
educational organization where the 
entire proceeds thereof, after de- 
ducting the reasonable cost of pre- 





senting the same, are devoted ex- 
clusively to charitable, religious or 
educational purposes.’ ASCAP has 


ing apparatus, or the performance /|always excepted religious broad- 
other than by broadcasting of any !casts from its commercial tax, even 
| copyrighted work by a coin-operat-|though the time is paid for. With 
ed machine mechanically and/or|this clause written into the copy- 
electrically operated or its repro-|right law the Society will have no 
duction by means of disc, record, Jalternative. 
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MU SEC-NITE CLUBS 








NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





(Continued from page 47) 


Nudity,’ and it’s just that. Central 
theme is the disnorting of a flock 
of nude girl dancers—Polly Berany, 
Vera 3arlow, Gladys Ronsay, 
Melma, Evanova, Jacqueline Mignac 
and Visirova—around the _ pool, 
teasing the dancer Mel (Melma’'s 
partner), who plays a forest guard. 
They enter via the floor, clothed, 
and strip around the pool, where it 
looks natural, and not indecent. 
Figures are unusually good, par- 
ticularly Jacqueline Mignac, who is 
very young and tall, and Visirova, 


a girl from the Caucasus, whose 
figure is supposed to be on the an- 
cient Greek line. Misses Mignac, 
Evanova and Visirova do singles, 
and Mel and Melma, who are 
trained professional dancers, also 
do a number. All 1n be watched 
as well in the pool, via a quivering 


mirror, as by direct vision. 
Finale is led into by an unusually 
fine adagio number—lLutzy, Grip, 


Serge and Bry—three men and a 
little girl who flies with extraordi- 
nary grace. Narrowness of stage 
makes their work all the more re- 
markable. A trained pigeon act 
tops off the show. Birds flying 
around over the pool add a touch of 
unique beauty to the atmosphere. 

Volterra’s idea is to compete with 
Pierre Sandrini’s Tabarin as the 
popular nite spot. His show is now 
fully the equal of the Tabarin in 
beauty, but lacks the pep of the 
other spot. Certain perfections are 
still to come, in the way of quick 
movement around the pool, for in- 
stance. Also, the main stage will 
be moved to the near end of the 
pool, to help the customers whase 
tables are on the far side of the 
floor. Now they have to stand in 
order to see. 

Next show, produced by Le 
Seyeux and Mme. Volterra, will be 
called ‘Sex Appeal.’ Additional at- 
tractions will be Myrio and Desha, 
American dancers; three American 
Gambarelli dancers left over from 
the Ambassadeurs show of two 
years ago, calling themselves Three 
Ritz Sisters; Viola Dobos, Anglo- 
Hungarian toe dancer; Valma 
Yami, oriental nude dancer; Baby 
Carnay, acrobatic contortionist, and 
maybe Joan Warner, if that Ameri- 
can fanner’s new publicity here 
hasn’t made her too expensive. 
Gino Arbib is booking exclusively, 
and some of the acts are from the 
local Morris office. 

Production is far too expensive to 
do anything but run further into 


the red. This despite the fact that 
business {is improving nightly. Even 
if Volterra gets the vogue he’s play- 
ing for, his only chance for real 
money is to be able to reopen the 
gambling club, which In the past 
was the Lido’s big revenue item and 
which is now closed. Stern, 


ROYAL PALM 


(MIAMI) 
Miami, Feb. 16. 

Only nite spot of its type in the 
downtown sector of this resort, the 
Royal Palm, seating approximately 
1,000, is spotted on the banks of 
Biscayne Bay. Spot ts intended 
primarily as a rendezvous for the 
natives, and is under the manage- 
ment of Arthur Childers, Miami 
Beach city official and former man- 
ager of the Floridian Hotel. Pete 
Loeber, maitre de hotel, also has a 
following, both among natives and 
tourists. Room ts tastefully deco- 
rated and lighted and with any 
break at all should draw good sea- 
sonal trade. 

Opening night had Harry Rich- 
man and Vincent Lopez in as guest 
stars, while the regular show has 
Peter Higgins as its featured artist. 
Higgins, in fine voice, wowed ’em 
with ‘Irish Fyes,* a couple of pop 
tunes and finished with a bang, the 
crowd joining him in tenoring ‘Wild 
Irish Rose,’ in community singing 
style. 

Ten chorines and five showgirls, 
recently at the Ambassador, which 
folded, fill in nicely here with their 
set routines produced bv Flo Kelly. 
Brian McDonald, m.c., does the 
tenor vocalizing for the girl num- 
bers and handles both his assign- 
ments with neatness and dispatch. 

The Maxellos with their fine acro- 
batic turn deliver in first rate fash- 
ion and get plenty of help from the 
more daring fems in the audience 
for laff results. Chic Scoggins’ or- 
chestra plays for the show and for 
dancing. Lopez band due in next. 

Emily Von Loesen, toe dancer; 
Lynn Lewis, dancer, and Virginia 
Harvey, doing taps, all fit in nicely 
and round out a well paced, beau- 
tifully costumed and neatly lighted 
floor show. 

Location, big capacity and the 
light dinner tap should react in 
favor of the Royal Palm. Most of 
the nite clubs heretofore situated in 
Miami proper have been located far 
out in the sticks and as a result 
have had hard sledding. That ob- 





stacle does not 2pply here. 








years.” 


DEAR WALTER: 


‘Pardon 


WALTER WINCHELL Says— 


“Wonder who wrote ‘If the Moon Turns Green? 
... It’s one of the swelegant tunes and lyrics in 


‘lf The Moon Turns Green’ 


Was written by Paul Cates and Bernard Hani- 
-ghen and is published by Irving Berlin, Inc. 


In addition (for your records) we publish 


‘So Red The Rose’ 


Which we believe are also swelegant tunes. 


My Love’ 





From 
“Pinky” 
(Object of My Affection) Tomlin 
We Have 


‘What’s The Reason 


(I’m Not Pleasin’ You)’ 


- From M-G-M's “Times Square Lady” 





799 Seventh Avenue 





Spina and Burke of “Beat of My Heart” and “Annie 
Doesn’t Live Here Anymore” fame, offer 


‘Love Dropped In For Tea’ 


We think they rate orchids, we hope you'll like ’em 


IRVING BERLIN, 


Inc. 
New York 


STORK CLUB 


(NEW YORK) 

Sherman Billingsley’s new Stork 
Club, like so many evolutionary sur- 
vivors of the pre-repeal era, has 
kept apace with the times only so 
far as the open-door idea is con- 
cerned. The same high cuisine and 
vintage standards still obtain, sup- 
plemented only by a bit more elab- 
orate floor entertainment. That's 
the most marked change. Under the 
former whisper-low idea, such com- 
fortable retreats as the Stork were 
primarily patterned as oases rather 
than cabarets. 

Now with Hayward Powers head- 
ing a nice dance combo (there’s also 
an alternating band), and Vi Brad- 
ley, Vercelle Sisters and Gay Adams 
with singing and dancing specialties, 
it’s quite a little show. It justifies 
the $1 couvert although the linger- 
ers after 10 p.m. (from the $2.50 
table d’hote) are exempt from the 
supplementary tariff. Drinks mod- 
erate and good. Bobby La Branche 
comes in this week as socialtie en- 
tertainer. 

Miss Bradley, making such good 
impression at the ill-fated Surf 
Club, repeats with her smart ditties 
at the ivories to self-accomp, not- 
ably ‘Temporarily’ among others. 
Vercelle Sisters are the same nice 
looking terp blondes. Miss Adams 
vocalizes choruses with the Hay- 
ward Powers band. Abel. 


Hollywood Country Club 


(HOLLYWOOD, FLA.) 
Hollywood, Fla., Feb. 15. 

Spotted 20 miles from Miami 
Beach, the Country Club, starring 
Sophie Tucker, rates among the 
best of the nite spots operating 
along the Florida coast this season. 
Biz has been consistently good un- 
der the management of Jack Huff, 
former operator of Chicago’s Chez 
Paree. No interference here with 
the game room since the season’s 
start, the investigations and in- 
dictments under way in Dade 
County not applying, Hollywood be- 
ing in Broward County. In fact the 
Hollywood C.C. does not hesitate to 
advertise in the Miami rags that 
its ‘salle-de-jeux’ ig open every 
afternoon and evening. 

A rolling roof permits dancing 
under the moon and the stars, which 
is a decided advantage. 

Sophie Tucker, gorgeously gowned 
and looking as well as ever, is an 
unquestionable draw. Special ma- 
terial and expert salesmanship keep 
La Tucker in a class by herself. 
Soph goes in for some dandy piano 
interpolations and comedy banter 
with Ted Shapiro at the baby grand, 
besides the songs. She left them 
after about 20 minutes clamoring 
for more. 

Balance of the show is rounded 
out by Nitza Verneille and Don 
Donaldson, ballroom dancers; Nina 
Olivette with Murray and King, 
comedy and dancing turn; D’Espy 
Trio, in a somewhat different adagio 
routine; Ramon and Lucinda, Ar- 
gentine hoofers; Sonia Dante, toe 
dancer; Countess Alabassi, interpre- 
tative dancer who leads the chorus 
routines, Ernest McChesney, tenor. 
Show is nicely paced and mounted. 
Ten girls flashing epidermis are 
swell lookers and their three rou- 
tines show enough nudity. Roy 
Maxon orchestra plays the show 
and provides dansapation that fol- 
lows in satisfactory manner. 





Agnew Band Precedes 
Jarrett in Chi Inn 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Charlie Agnew band will follow 
reorge Olsen in the College Inn 
next week when Olsen starts a 
vaude tour. 

Agnew band will stick for three 
or four weeks and then be replaced 
by the Art Jarrett band now at the 
Blackhawk. Understood that Al 
Roth’s squawk against Jarrett’s go- 
ing immediately into the College 
Inn on Feb. 23 right out of the 
Blackhawk brought about the 
spotting of Agnew to put some 
spread into the hop of Jarrett from 
one loop club to the other. 

Eleanor Holm (Mra. Art Jarrett), 
will also be at the Inn as a singer. 
Reported her salary is $350, with 
the Jarrett band in at $2,000. 


Whidden Renewed 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 

Jay Whidden combo, which opened 
at the Young hotel in Honolulu dur- 
ing the holidays, is continued for 
eight weeks to April 15. 

Dick Jurgens combo, after tilting 
grosses at the Paloma ballroom here, 
is being continued at the acini until 
June 1, 

Next MCA import to the const will 
be the Henry Busse band, following 
Guy Lombardo, who hag just opened 
a brief run at the Cocoanut Grove 
here. 








-_— 


Lewis and Dody have been re- 
tained in the new Barrel of Fun, 
New York, show. Revised bill in- 
cludes Percy Stoner, Robert Cul- 











bertson, Mae aaa Gertrude 
Dwyer and Marion Kelly, 


BOOZE CHARGES 


Oriole and Manhattan Clubs, 
troit, Get Liquor Raps 


De- 





Detroit, Feb. 19. 

Two of the town’s best known 
niteries face closing this week, by 
the State Liquor Control Commis- 
sion, if charges are upheld. Clubs 
are the New Oriole Terrace and 
Manhattan Club. 

Charge is that both spots have 
been selling liquor after the 2 a. m. 
deadline and on Sundays, when sale 
of weer is taboo. 


BUCK; BUBBLES OUT 
OF CASINO DE PAREE 


Buck and Bubbles, colored com- 
édy team, were out of the new 
Casino de Paree, N. Y., show with- 
in 24 hours after it opened Friday 
night (15) because of difference be- 
tween Nat Nazarro, their manager, 
and Lew Brown, producer for the 
Casino. Squabble was over Brown's 
request that Buck and Bubbles 
change their costumes. 

Nazarro, who was watching a re- 
hearsal of the show on Saturday 
(16), objected to the changes Brown 
asked for and was told to leave. 





Later Buck and Bubbles’ were 
yanked. 
Jack Powell, blackface trick 


drummer, replaced the team. 





Femme Imps Jam Up 
Milwaukee Nut House 


Milwaukee, Feb, 19. 

Revocation of license is being 
sought by police for the ‘Nut House,’ 
Harild Ishem’s nitery, for alleged 
violation of the city morality code. 

Nitery recently billed a show as 
‘Pansies on Parade.’ Show con- 
sisted of femme impersonators. 


Nab Balto ’Leggers 


Baltimore, Feb. 19. 

Two boys picked off downtown 
streets Friday (15) and docketed 
in the Western Police _ station, 
charged with peddling sheet music 
lyrics for a jitney a copy. First 
time in couple of years anyone has 
been arrested here by police for 
pirating the lyrics, though the loop 
district is at times clogged with 
such peddlers. 

Boys are charged with disorderly 
conduct and failure to have ped- 
dlers’ licenses. 





Ellington to Europe 


Duke Ellington orchestra shoves 
off March 8 to open March 12 in 
Copenhagen on the first lap of a 
10-12 weeks’ European itinerary em- 
bracing Denmark and the Scandi- 
navian countries, Holland, France 
and England, winding up in that 
sequence. 

Irving Mills, Ellington’s manager, 
accompanies. Foster agency set the 
route. 








Chi Pluggers’ Ass’n 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Local music reps are going ahead 
on the organization of a Chicago 
branch of the Song Pluggers’ club. 
At first thought they might form 
their own association, but then de- 
cided to start off affillated with the 
New York group. 

Membership committee is com- 
posed of Willie Horowitz, Joel Stool 
and Chester Cohn. 


MAX COHEN, CANDIDATE 
Baltimore, Feb. 19. 

Max Cohen, operator of the loop 
nitery, Oasis, has entered the open 
fight being staged by a slew of 
candidates for election to post of 
president of the city council. Public 
will poll the matter on April 15. 

Cohen is the first showman 
around here that has ever aspired 
to so high a political office. Num: 
ber of local theatrical prominents 
and some newspapermen are back- 
ing him and publicizing his candi- 
dacy. 








RUM RAPS CLOSE TWO 
LARGE OHIO NITERIES 


Warren, O., Feb. 19. 

Hollyhock Gardens and Carrioca, 
two ace night clubs of eastern Ohio, 
are dark as the result of having 
their liquor permits revoked by the 
state liquor commission at Colum. 
bus. Both spots prior to folding 
were attracting patronage from all 
over eastern Ohio, including Cleve« 
land. 

For several weeks the two clubs 
competed against each other with 
radio and stage headliners, salaried 
up to $1,500 a week, in addition to 
supporting bills of five and stx acts 
and name dance bands. 

Hollyhock, the ‘more ritzy of the 
two, was first to get in a jam with 
the state booze agents when it was 
accused of selling liquor after hours 
and on Sunday and permitting 
gambling. Carrioca permit was 
lifted when state agents found evi- 
dence of selling after hours and on 
Sundays. 

Merry-Go-Round at Akron re- 
gains its place as the big niterie in 
these parts with the two local clubs 
out of the picture. 


Fields, McHugh Wanted 
By MG for Team Tuner 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Metro is dickering with Dorothy 
Fields and Jimmy McHugh to write 
the tunes for the Joan Crawford- 
Clifton Webb musical scheduled for 
summer production. 

Pair currently at work on Walter 
Wanger’s musical, ‘Every Night at 
Eight.’ 











9 Mos. Run 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 

After a nine months’ stay at the 
William Penn hotel, interrupted 
only by an absence of a few weeks 
last summer, Paul Pendarvis pulls 
out tomorrow (20) for St. Paul, but 
returns in May to reopen hostelry’s 
summer Urban Room. 

Replacing Pendarvis here is 
Eddie Lane, following a long stay 
at the DeWitt Clinton in Albany. 
Femme soloist with Lane is Andrea 
Marsh, 


BUSSE HURRIES TO L. A. 
Chicago, Feb. 19. 
Opening of the Henry Busse band 
at the Cocoanut Grove in Los An- 
geles has been pushed ur a couple 
of months with Busse getting under 
way on the Coast on March 28. 
Orchestra now playing a route of 
vaude dates. 


O’HARE IN OMAHA 
Omaha, Feb. 19. 

Fontenelle hotel, content thus far 
this season with temporary engage- 
ment of orchestras and only week- 
end and holiday music in the dining 
room, has signed Husk O’Hare for 
the rest of the season. 

O'Hare will play daily. 


“Elegant’’ music— 


That's really the only way te 
descri 


DICK HIMBER 


and his Orchestra 

the Studebaker Champions, play- 
ing’ at the Ritz Carlton Hotel 
and via NBC. Thrilling tempos 
played by a masterly crew. For 
example: 

“WHEN !| GROW TOO OLD 

TO DREAM” 











“CLOUDS” 
“BLUE MOON” 
“| WAS LUCKY” 
“SINGING A HAPPY SONQ” 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 


BIIl “22 New voux +> IIE 


JAY SEILER 


THIS MONTH 
PALMER HOUSE, CHICAGO, III. 


MARCH 1, FOX, DETROIT 


Personal Management 


HARRY BESTRY 












































World Famous Dancing Stars 


MAURINE s NORVA 


CURRENTLY 


CENTRAL PARK CASINO, New York 


MISS NORVA appeared in M.G.M. “VIVA VILLA” 


REP., WALTER BROOKS ENTERPRISES 
A. HUGHES MORTON, Gen. Mer. 
2005 Paramount Bldg., New York 
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RKO on Name-Buying Spree Books 
$37,500 in Acts with One Agency: 





RKO last week went on a heavy 
name buying spree to an extent that 
hasn’t been ventured by that cir- 
cuit in a couple of years. In three 
booking days the bookers bought 
from one agency alone five attrac- 
tions whose aggregate weekly sal- 
aries amount to $37,500. 

Agency chiefly involved in the 


RKO name bender was the Simon 
office. Turns booked, along with 
their salaries, included the Chicago 
‘Folies Bergeres’ floor show from 
the Chi French Casino at $8,500 and 
percentage; Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ 
and the Ben Bernie and George 
Olsen bands at $7,500 each and Gus 
Arnheim's orchestra at $6,500. 

‘Folies’ starts March 1 in Chicago, 
Arnheim May 10 in Chicago, Bernie 
April 26 in Chicago, Olsen March 
8 in Cleveland and ‘Vanities’ March 
22 in Boston. 

With exception of ‘Folies’ the at- 
traction are the same booked with 
Loew by the William Morris office, 
with Simon representing the Mor- 
ris acts on the RKO floor. 

Last week’s RKO name booking 
stretched the list of big coin names 
already set by RKO, including Joe 
Penner, Phil Baker, Paul Whiteman 
and the ‘Casino de Paree’ unit with 
Milton Berle. Latter deal, involv- 
ing $10,000, had been the largest 
financial booking on record for a 
nite club show in vaudeville until 
the ‘Folies’ arrangement was con- 
summated last week. ‘Folies’ gets 
a guarantee of $8,500, net, but the 
circult pays all transportation and 
baggage costs, plus_ percentage, 
which may boost the figure to 
around $12,500 a week. 

Also First ‘Folies’ 

Opening date for the new ‘Folies’ 
is March 1 at the Palace, Chicago, 
for a two weeks’ run and an option 
for another two if it can hold. Fol- 
lowing Chicago it goes to Clevel- 
land, Detroit and then to _ the 
Memorial, Boston, on the same basis 
as in Chicago, two weeks and an 
option for two, RKO is privileged 
to sell the show off to the other cir- 
cuits in the event it cannot meet 
the 10 weeks’ commitment. 

l‘ollowing the run of the second 
‘Folies,’ the first version, current at 
the French Casion in N. Y., will tour 
the RKO houses on a similar 10- 
week deal, probably opening in the 
east in Boston. Contract for this 
show holds the starting date open, 
RKO being able to get the show on 
two weeks’ notice. Before coming 
to N. Y., first ‘Folfes’ played the 
Palace, Chi, for two weeks and will 
repeat there, 

As with the first ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
the second version carries no names, 
the high nut going into production 
expenses and a cast of 75. Only 
American act in the show is A. 
Robins. First ‘Folies’ is headed by 
Emile Boreo. 


WASH. CHILD LABOR 
LAW IN TEST CASE 


Washington, Feb. 19. 
Decision in court test of D. C.’s 
child labor law and its application 
to kid actors and musicians is due 
tomorrow (Wednesday) in case 
brought by District officials against 
Mrs. Dorothy Hodgkin Dorsey and 


involving Ruth Slencyznski, 10- 
year-old piano prodigy. 
Arguments in the case were 


heard Saturday (18) before Juvenile 
Court Judge Fay Bentley. Defense 
said no violation occurred because 
Mrs. Dorsey did not profit from the 
child pianist’s local performance, 
while prosecution insisted the 
youthful ivory-tickler was engaged 
in a gainful occupation in defiance 
of local regulations. 





Perkins’ J. C. Run 


Loew’s booking office has taken 
up an eight weeks’ option on Johnny 
Perkins as house m.c. at Loew’s Jer- 
sey City, N. J. Additional time will 
give Perkins a 10 weeks’ run at the 
spot, 

Comedian came to Jersey City 
after a 16 weeks’ session at the Al- 





vin, Pittsburgh. 


Folies 10 Weeks at $8500 Plus 





What It Takes 


Week before last Joe Laurie, 
Jr., got an SOS from the War- 
ner office, which was stuck for 
a headliner, to do his single at 
the Earle, Philadelphia. Laurie 
accepted, though he hadn't 
taken the solo turn out of 
mothballs for two years. 

After working Philly, he 
rejoined his old timer’s unit 
for a week in Washington. 

Now Laurie is rehearsing 
with a harmony trio and learn- 
ing juggling on the side, figur- 
ing that by doing four different 
kinds of acts he may be able 
to work steady. 


SUBMIT H'MANN 
JURY AT $3,800 











Jury of elght men and four 
women, which last week convicted 
Bruno Richard Hauptmann in first 
degree murder for the kidnap and 
killing of the Lindbergh baby, is 
being submitted to vaude bookers 
at $3,800. So far there’s been no 
takers. Agent is Irving Tishman. 
Salary is computed at the rate of 
$500 a week for the foreman and 
$300 for the others. 

American Federation of Actors 
has written to the booking offices, 
prominent clerics and laymen de- 
erying the booking of attractions 
built on notoriety. Letter was 
signed by Ralph Whitehead. It was 


also sent to Cardinal Patrick 
Hayes, Rev. John Haynes Holmes, 
Rabbi Stephen Wise, Mayor 


LaGuardia of N. Y. and Heywood 
Broun, asking them to use their 
influence in preventing the booking 
of the jurors, 

So far no takers among the book- 
ing offices, with bookers mentioning 
the fear of possible complications. 
Jury was tentatively booked for 
Fay’s Providence, but pulled by Joe 
Feinberg, booker, 


Par Building a Tab 


‘Continental Varieties’ 


Paramount is building a tab ver- 
sion of ‘Continental Varieties,’ using 
Margo as the feature instead of the 
Lucien Boyer’s legit version. 
Opening is set for the week of 
March 8 at the Metropolitan, Bos- 
ton. 

Carlo Medini, foreign casting act 
new to this country and not in the 
original ‘Varieties’ version, will also 
be in the condensed revue. 

DeRose, magician, and Rafael, 
violinist, features of the show pro- 
duced on Broadway by Harold B. 
Franklin and Arch Selwyn, will 
make up the rest of the cast in the 
Hub. 











RAND PRESENTS 


Dancer Presenting Serious 
Terpser In N,. Y. Recital 


Fan 





Sally Rand turns impresario on 
March 10 when presenting a seri- 
ous dancer, Kohana, in a recital at 
the Guild theatre. 

Fan dancer herself is currently 
holding over at the Fox, Brooklyn. 


Mitzi in Unit 

Mitzi Green has been added to 
the cast of the outside produced 
‘Live, Laugh and Love’ unit by 
Paramount in the circuit’s houses. 
Jack McLallen and Collete Lyons 
are the unit’s features elsewhere. 

Minnie revue opens for Par at the 
Metropolitan, Boston, Friday (22). 





WB Sloughs A. C. Vode 


Atlantic City, Feb. 19. 
After a month of weekend shows, 
the Earle (WB) has given up vauds 
and house is shuttered again. 


This leaves weekend vaude at the | 


Hollywood and the Steel Pier. 


Both have pix in addition. 


BOREO BANKRUPT 


His Liabilities At §14,772, 
With No Assete 





Lists 





Emil Boreo filed a petition in 
bankruptcy with the New York 
Federal Court last week. Schedule 
attached to his plea for a financial 
bath gave his liabilities as $14,772 
and assets, none. 

Boreo is currently in ‘Folies 
Bergere’ at the French Casino on 
Broadway. 


RKO Nabe Vaude 
Dwindles; Blame 
Talent Shortage 


RKO’s nabe vaude splurge of last 
fall, involving eight theatres in 
Greater New York, has dwindled 
down to three, with these in a 
problematical state. Most recent 
dropout is the Franklin, Bronx, 
where the nabe experiment was be- 
gun and which relinquished vaude 
Saturday (16). 

Only houses left on the RKO, 
N. Y., nabe book now are the Coli- 
seum, playing vaude four days on 
first-halves only; Tilyou, Brooklyn, 
three days, and Madison, Brooklyn, 
two days, Stage shows in the Ford- 
ham and Chester, Bronx; Prospect, 
Brooklyn, and Richmond Hill, 
Queens, were yanked some weeks 
ago. 

Nabe vaude started in healthy 
fashion on just above code budgets, 
but then dwindled. RKO attributes 
the letdown to scarcity of playable 
acts at the salaries which the low- 
scaled theatres could meet, 


Harriett Hilhard to 
Be Placid Ice Queen 


Saranac Lake, Feb. 19. 
Harriett Hilliard, featured with 
Ozzie Nelson’s orchestra, will act 


as queen of the Winter Ice Carni- 
val at Lake Placid. Crowning will 
take place at the local arena Friday 
(22). 

Lowell Thomas, radio commenta- 
tor, will act as mec. He was 
crowned king last season. 

Marilyn Miller was a first choice, 
but business arrangements’ will 
keep her away. 

















DENIZON VICE BOWMAN 


Helene Denizon replaced Patricia 
Bowman Friday (15) as featured 
danseuse in the Capitol, N. Y., hold- 
over show with the fifth week of 
‘David Copperfield’s’ run. 

Miss Bowman goes to the Coast 


- 





Billing the Cooers 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Yarn going local rounds is 
about a chap who had a pigeon 
act and laid off for a long 
time around here finally get- 
ting a job at the Golden Gate, 
San Francisco, Not having 
transportation means he went 
to the birds and told them to 
meet him a wepk hence at the 
stage door of the theatre as 
he would hitch hike. 

When arrived seven days 
later he saw the birds at the 
stage door with a hangdog 
look. Cliff Work then greeted 
him and said, ‘Sorry but you are 
cancelled!’ The actor queried 
why, with the manager re- 
plying, ‘Your birds played 
Sacramento three days with- 
out you.’ 


RKO KEEPING 
BOSTON VAUDE 


Boston, Feb, 19. 

Instead of switching the Keith 
Memorial to straight pictures en- 
tirely after the month (February) 
of big stage shows in celebration of 
B. F. Keith’s 52d anniversary, RKO 
will continue the name shows on a 
now ’n’ then basis. Plan is to play 
vaude four weeks at a clip every 
few months, with the house other- 
wise in straight pictures. 

At the RKO Boston, where locally 
produced units were dropped when 
the stage shows went into the 
Memorial, independently produced 
units are being booked to play this 
town as the second of two-week 
tour with Providence, Current unit 
is ‘Bowery Hall.’ Others to follow 
are Rae Samueis in ‘Cocktail Hour’; 
‘Platinum Blondes,’ Blackstone, and 
Ken Murray in tab version of 
‘Vanities.’ 


2 BALTO KIDS LAND 
Baltimore, Feb. 19. 

Pair of local performers found 
wedges into vaude last week. Helen 
Meeks, warbler who has been play- 
ing amateur shows and niteries, has 
been given a week by Loew’s, with 
options. Opened at Loew’s Jersey 
City, Friday (15). 

Other localite receiving a break 
is Joe Bennett, who has been chant- 
ing on the air for some time. Tried 
out by Benny Davis, who was in 
town last week, he was given a 
three-year contract with Davis’ 




















for four weeks at the Paramount, 
L. A., previously contracted. 


revue. Lad won't start with the 
show till next autumn, however. 





AFA’s Squawk for 


Code Pigeon-Holed by NRA Execs 


Changes in Vode 





Washington, Feb. 19. 

Criticlsm of vode clauses of the 
film code by the American Federa- 
tion of Actors has not received con- 
sideration so far by the National 
Recovery Administration and signs 
point to pigeonholing of the long 
brief filed by Ralph Whitehead. 

With revisions suggested by the 
code authority all set, execs Mon- 
day (18) indicated the government's 
reply to the A.F.A. bleat will be a 
request to wait and see how the 
new clauses work before taking up 
any further alterations. Whitehead 
is satisfied with the revisions now 
in the mill but has urged the N.R.A. 
|}to go much farther toward giving | 
| hoofers and warblers a better break. 

As the brief was formally sub- 
mitted to the Industrial Recovery 





|order reopening of the vode clauses 
on Whitehead’s account when it an- 
nounced before the hearings that no 
detailed complaints would be re- 





|; Board in connection with the cur- 
irent study of all labor policies, 
| Deputy Administrator William P 
| Farnsworth has taken no steps to 
|ward sounding out advisers and | 
|codists on the suggested modifica- | 
tion. Farnsie is waiting for march- | 
ing orders from the front office be- | 


fore mixing into a matter which so 


far is strictly in the hands of his 
bosses. 
Just how much _ consideration 


Whitehead will get from the board 
is problematical. Bales of almost 
identical squawks were filed during 
and following the January policy 


talkfests and it is manifestly im- 
possible for board members to give 
thorough consideration to each de- 


mand for changes. Board 
precluded a possibility that it will 


specific 


ceived and that evidence must be 


Friedman, of Loew's, and Walters, 
Of RKO, Will Talk for Agents in 
Albany Against License Measure 


Agents will not find it necessary 
to bankroll a fight on the latest em- 
ployment agency bill, introduced in 
the New York State Assembly by 
State Senator Cuvillier, which in its 
present form would hog-tie their 
business. With the bill also a threat 
to the present operation of vaude- 
ville booking offices and the NBC 
and CBS artists bureaus, the law- 
yers for these will handle the mat- 
ter for their respective firms and 
include the agents’ side at the same 
time. 

Johnny Hyde, head of the Loew 
agents’ association, and Maurice 
Rose, prexy of the RKO reps, have 
been assured by Henry Walters of 
RKO and Leo Friedman, counsel 
for the Loew circuit, that the agents 
will be fully protected by them. 

Walters is writing amendments 
to Cuvillier’s bill for submission to 
the State. Senator to exclude all 
agents as well as the booking offices, 
which are already licensed as em- 
ployment agencies. Cuvillier’s bill 
is an amendment to the New York 
employment agency law presently in 
force, 

Meeting Off 

With the word that the Loew and 
RKO circuits would defend, a joint 
meeting of the RKO and Loew 
franchised agents, scheduled for last 
week, was called off. Agents last 
summer put up $1,000 to contest an 
attempt by N. Y. License Commis- 
sioner Paul Moss to license them as 
employment agencies, engaging 
Maurice Goodman and Harold Gold- 
blatt and beating the charge in 
General Sessions. Since then Moss 
has persistently stated that some 
day the agents would be forced to 
submit to licensing. 

According to the Cuvillier amend- 
ment, booking offices could not give 
employment in affiliated theatres; 
minors could not be employed any- 
where in New York for any reason: 
agents could not split commissions 
and would have to file a schedule of 
fees with a specially appointed In- 
dustrial Commissioner; nor could 
they accept anything over what the 
schedule calls for; licensing fee 
would be $100, plus the posting of 
a $3,000 cash bond. 

Besides all this, the Industrial 
Commissioner would have the arbi- 
trary power of revoking a Ncense 
with or without a complaint, which 
the agents claim would enmesh 
their business in politics. 


Pitt’s Name Competish 
Is One-Sided; Loew 
Gets ‘Em, but Not WB 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 

Quick repeat for Ted Lewis, who 
returns to the Penn Friday (22). 
Ork played here only four months 
ago in opposition to Dick Powell’s 
personal at rival Stanley. Thig 
time Lewis will have field to him- 
self, Stanley deciding to chance it 
on Rudy Vallee’s flicker alone, 
‘Sweet Music.’ 

WB finding it tough to garner 
stage names for Stanley, while 
Penn has a flock of headliners on 
the way. George Jessel follows 
Lewis, with Cab Calloway, Dave 
Appollon, George Olsen - Ethel 
Shutta and Eddie Cantor-Dave 
Rubinoff due to follow. 











Remodeling Old Majestic, 
Milwaukee, Into Stores 


Milwaukee, Feb. 19. 





confined to broad questions of | 


fundamental policies, 


In the normal course of N.R.A. 
procedure it is expected that the 
Whitehead brief will be passed] 
down the line to Farnsie with a re- 
quest for his comments, but even 
this 7 \ take wee con 
plet I nsie has received a co 
for rr on, but » f I 
h id ] ttl si 0) ilf i to 
ment and has not conferred w 
the A.F.A. head about his ideas. i 
RS é e 


Majestic, former Orpheum and 
| Western wheel house here, lately 
dark, with a necktie store in its 
lobby, is to remodeled. Schlitz 
brewing company, owner of the 
site, one of the most valuabl pieces 
|}of downtown property here, has let 
contracts to remodel it into a store 
| and offices, 

Housed in the Majestic building, 
l2-story structure and one of the 
towr f ] crapers,’ the in- 
terior of the theatre will be rebuilt 
to house a variety store on the main 

* and six stories will be built 
out of the old baleony an@ gallery, 
All firnishings and furniture, being 
antiquated, are being junked, 
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UNIT REVIEWS 





35 CRAZY PEOPLE 


(ORPHEUM, MINN.) 
Minneapolis, Feb. 15. 

This new 70-minute Olsen and 
Johnson revue, which will be ex- 
panded into a two-and-a-half hour 
one-night stand touring attraction, 
sizes up as the best of the 
bang comics’ recent offerings. The 
talent is improved and the enter- 
tainment more diversified. While O. 

J.’s routines do not wander far 
away from the patterns which have 
been standing them in good stead 
these many years, juggling, magic 
and fire-eating contributions com- 
bined with slapstick, rough-and- 
ready nonsense, song and dance 
make for an even spicier and livelier 
conglomeration than usual. 

Revue really is in two parts, with 


slam- 


the first mostly a noisy slapstick 
hodge podge of comedy = business 
resurrected from past Olsen and 
Johnson shows and- the _ second 


largely of specialty numbers in front 
of Charlie Strong’s 12 Admirals’ 
stage band which works in the pit 
during the initial half-hour. Show 
gets off to a wild, loony, ear-split- 
ting start when crazy stooges and 
maniacs run across the stage and 
through the auditorium shooting off 
revolvers and exercising their lungs. 
It’s no place for timid folks. 

A parade of the entire company 
led by a noisy drum corps up and 
down the aisles continues the com- 
motion and racket. When the en- 





TOMMY 
MARTIN 


A Young Man to Be Watched 


fe es) 

















This Week (Feb. 22) 


MICHIGAN THEATRE 
DETROIT 


Week March 1 
CHICAGO THEATRE 
CHICAGO 


Direction 
WILIJAM MORRIS OFFICE 














DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St., New York City 
Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
in Boxed Assortments, 15 exclusive 
and original cards to the box, $1.00. 
Special discount on large quantities, 
Write for Particulars 





drums and 
and bugles, goes 
through a series of march forma- 
tions on the stage there’s a tiny 
midget to twirl the baton. 

During the first part the funsters 
repeat brief skits that they’ve done 
here before one or more times, in- 
cluding the gag business with the 
dog, the Paul Revere burlesque, the 
Wall Street slam and the Daniel 
Boone episode from ‘Take a Chance,’ 
all of them more or less laugh pro- 
vocative. They’re still untroubled 
by compunctions over blueness and 
refuse to disappoint their admirers 
by going delicate or refined, 

There are a large number of spe- 
cialty performers, and in a fast- 
moving 70 minutes, they can only 
disport themselves briefly. Working 
in the first part and in front of the 
band are the good-looking Caron 
Sisters, who dance; Rush McCann, 
who mouths lighted matches and 
other burning goods; Shirley Ross, 
clever buck and winger; a magician 
who performs several feats; a trio 
of women. crooners; an outstanding 
eccentric male dancer; a young 
woman singer; Leif Ericsson, a 
youth who warbles from a stage box, 
and a juggler, Olsen and Johnson 
feed all the acts and intersperse the 
proceedings with comedy bits. 

With Gene Austin and some more 
talent and girls added, this. should 
be a corking two-and-a-half hour 
show at $1.10 top for the sticks. Cer- 
tainly, it will be the noisiest enter- 
tainment ever to hit the one-night- 
ers and undoubtedly will send the 
customers away ina happy frame of 
mind. 

Show brought ’em in here. 
good at the performance caught. 
Rees. 


tire company, beating 


playing  fifes 


Biz 


International Varieties 


(SHEA’S, TORONTO) 
Toronto, Feb. 15. 

Dave Apollon has another wow 
this season in his new ‘International 
Varieties.’ Unit has youth and 
tempo and sufficient novelties to 
hold up for 64 minutes. Will have 
to be cut, but its going to be a task 
to eliminate laugh sequences in a 
64-minute spasm that has the audi- 
ence clamoring for more after each 
specialty. 

Apollon proves that a show can 
be a consistent laugh-puller and yet 
be spotless. Show is brand-new and 
looks so. Variety and talent are 
predominant. Simple full-stage set 
used throughout. As is, ‘Interna- 
tional Varieties’ needs no revision. 
However, the Russian lad plans to 
work ina 12-girl line and Stetson, 
the hat-juggler, when unit arrives 
in Washington after another week’s 
rehearsals in New York. As caught, 
Apollon doesn’t need the girls. With 
some trimming, ‘Varieties’ has a 
wealth of material to go on. 

The 10-piece Filipino orchestra is 
still retained, with Harold Aloma 
doing the warbling step-outs. 
Danzi Goodell is another hold-over 
with her eccentric dancing. New 
are Luba Melina, gypsy singer; 
Evelyn Poe, comedy warbler; and 
Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley, bur- 
lesque adagio trio. 

Despite Apollon’s prowess at the 
piano, plus his balalaika and his 
Russian dance routines, the lad is 
generous and never forces. With 
most of his artists scoring show- 
stopping records here on the first 
night, unit gallops along to a fast 
finish. ‘Varieties’ is reminiscent of 
England's ‘crazy week’ shows, with- 
out the slapstick. 

Band is on for opening in full, 
with Don Morell in second spot for 
an acrobatic dance. Mignon, half- 











pint brunet, trails for two vo- 
cals. Lass has everything and goes 
Over socko. P.a. system used 
throughout. McStay. 

















BERLIN 


“Not only with their rhythmic 


Hit of the bill.” 


Personal 


THE FOUR FRANKS 


A HIT IN EUROPE 


Scala Theatre 


able joint wrenching acrobatics astound and delight the audiences. 


NOW UFA PALACE, HAMBURG 


SIMON AGENCY 


PRESS— 


dancing but with their unbeliev- 


Direction 











Management 
SAM H. STEIFEL 





All Previous Box-Office Records Smashed by 


BLANCHE CALLOWAY 


AND HER ORCHESTRA 
AT LOEW’S GATES, BROOKLYN (FEB. 15-18) 


HER INITIAL LOEW APPEARANCE 


NOW (FEB. 19-21) LOEW’S ORPHEUM, NEW YORK 
FEB. 22-25—LOEW’S BOULEVARD, NEW YORK 


Direction 
HARRY D. SQUIRES 


New Acts 


JERRY BAKER 
Tenor 

7 Mins.; One 
Academy, N. Y. 

Rather hard to pass on this hear- 
ing, as new act was inserted s0 
casually into stage offering that it 
did not stand out much one way or 
the other. Another performer took 
over the reins of m.c. and began 
introducing people right and left. 
Following two numbers, the tenor 
was escorted from the stage ab- 
ruptly by this announcer. 

Jerry Baker’s air reputation is 
built on hig long-running Sally's 
Fur studio commercial. Audience 
aware of this and gave him a nice 
reception, Themer is ‘You Are So 
Beautiful.’ Two numbers given in 
entirety were ‘College Rhythm’ and 
‘Isle of Capri.’ Then the quick. exit. 
Radio singer in good voice, but 
could stand’ more definite routining 
when before the footlights. 








BOB HOWARD 

Pianist, Singing 

8 Mins.; One 

Academy, N. Y. ’ 

Colored pianist and scat singer is 
a regular broadcaster over WINS, 
N. Y. Claims to never have taken 
a piano lesson, but apparently has 
enough rhythm in his fingers to 
pour out a foot-tapping tune. His 
singing, though, is smoother than 
his playing. 

Personality is his long shot, hav- 
ing an infectious smile and consid- 
erable casual banter, Comes out 
with a cigar in his mouth and, after 
some slight remarks, tosses it aside 
for serious pianology. Songs all 
carry the Harlem stamp and stomp. 
Poor microphone set-up marred the 
best results here, though. 

With a little classier dressing, 
Howard can come right along. Tal- 
ent, such as it is, is sold well. 


HACKETT and TREISAULT (3) 
Dances, Accordion 

13 Mins.; One and full (Special) 
Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 

Jeanette Hackett this time offers 
as her closing number the ‘Dance 
Savage,’ which, with her partner, 
she performs to the tunes of an 
accordion played by a lad in tuxedo 
who rests against the proscenium 
wall. Duo opening number in mod- 
ern evening dress presumably is in- 
terpretive of a honeymoon night. 
Both are okay and Miss Hackett is 
costumed attractively as usual. 

The accordionist trots out for a 
solo -in one following the opening 
number, which is done in full in an 
apparent penthouse _ setting, or 
maybe just a cafe room. 

Opened when caught on a four- 
act layout and pleased. Simple 
lighting, okay. Shan. 


BILLY AND BEVERLY BEMIS, 
Dancing, 
10 Mins.; Full, 

Golden Gate, San Francisco 

Dancing sister and brother have 
all the makings. Still in their teens 
they prance in the modern manner, 
using their own routines as well as 
doing one or two numbers adapted 
from the screen, Team won a hold- 
over week here. Pair were featured 
in ‘College Rhythm’ (Par) and 
never appeared in public before this 
screen work. 

Youngsters open with girl in 
evening frock and boy in black tie. 
Offer fast mixture of tap and ball- 
room, switch to a hot interpretation 
and close with their own version of 
‘Cucuracha.’ Also a comedy item, 
in trick college rigout. 

Youngsters have a sense of timing, 
girl is a looker and kids ought to 
go places. In fact, they’re on their 
way to London. 


St. Paul Revival 


St. Paul, Feb. 19. 

Paramount brings back vaude on 
a three-days-a-week basis, begin- 
ning either Friday (22) or March 1. 
House, during November and 
December, used four weeks of units, 
each playing a full week, but diffi- 
culties with St. Paul Musicians’ 
local, anent stand-by orks, caused 
their yanking. 

Across - the - street Orpheum 
brought vaude back to this town 
last September, using acts three 
days and playing straight flickers 
the other four days. Paramount's 
plan is to re-install flesh and play 
it the same three days as the Orph. 


Scollay Sq. Drops Vode 


Boston, Feb. 19. 

Scollay Square theatre went to 
straight pix Friday, Feb. 15, drop- 
ping the seven-act stage shows. 
Vaude was booked through William 
Morris agency in N. Y. 

New policy is double feature films, 
first and second runs. 


Fetchit’s Vaude — 


Stepin Fetchit {gs coming east for 
vaudeville, on a Fox studio leave, 
opening for RKO in Chicago 




















Colored comic is salaried at $2,000 
net. 





Arms Readying Second 
Unit for Cushman Swing 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 

Bill Arms, general booking man- 
ager for the Wilbur Cushman cir- 
cuit, has returned here to stage a 
second unit, to be labelled ‘Arabian 
Nights.’ 

Arms’ first unit, ‘Rio Nights,’ 
opened on the Cuehman time three 
weeks ago. 

. 
Traveling Amateurs 
Rochester, Feb. 19. 

Amateur shows at the RKO 
Temple have been developed now 
to the point where Ray Fagan, m.c. 
and former Keith circuit band 
leader, builds up a unit show with 
the Temple talent and gives’ the 
‘artists’ dates in three nabes and 
one Batavia theatre. 

Fagan gives the talent a bit of 
training and some do-re-mi for 
their efforts, with each theatre 
kicking. in a set amount for each 
show. Several of the amateurs 


have graduated into pro ranks as a 
result. 


Tyros’ Added Time 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 

Success of weekly Thursday night 
amateur show at Alvin has persuad- 
ed management to extend the idea 
and it'll be held two nights weekly 
from now on. Latest show open 
to the hopefuls is the Sunday mid- 
night performance, figured a natural 
for the hammer-and-tongs crew 
that usually takes in these Sunday 
at 12 affairs. 

Winner gets a week's engagement 
with salary at the Alvin. 





Bierbauer Moves Up 

Charles Bierbauer, recently man- 
ager of Wilmer & Vincent houses in 
Pennsylvania, has been appointed 
district manager for the entire cir- 
cuit. 

He will make his headquarters at 
the State theatre, Harrisburg. 


SCHENCK’S VACASH 

Marvin Schenck of Loew's goes to 
Hot Springs, Ark., Saturdayv (23) 
for a three weeks’ vacash. J. H. 
Lubin returns the early part of 
next week from Miami. 

Mrs. Schenck, Joe Phillips agd 
Sammy Lewis will make up the rest 
of the Hot Springs party. 





GYPSY NINA TO LONDON 

Gypsy Nina sails Saturday (23) 
for London to open an engagement 
at the Palladium. From there she 
will go to the Club Casanova in 
Paris, returning to England later 
for a repeat date. 

Tour will cover about ten weeks. 


RKO PUTTING UNITS 
INTO SHUBERT, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Feb, 19. 


Shubert theatre, leased by RKO, 
opens under new management 
March 1 with unit shows and pix 
at 35-40c scale. First stage show 


will be Marcus’ ‘Revue Continental.’ 
Bookings will be by RKO 
and New York offices 

Transfer deal was closed in New 
York. The theatre and the adjoin- 
ing Cox, a 1,200-seat house, have 
been in receivership for some time. 
Cox will be future home of Shubert 
dramatic shows and Shubert mu- 
sicals, if and when, will be pre- 
sented in the Taft auditorium lo- 
caled in the Masonic Temple. Shu- 
bert seats 2,200. 

Cliff Boyd will likely ‘be trans- 
ferred by. RKO from the Albee to 
manage the Shubert. Shubert is 
seventh downtown house for RKO, 
which also operates the Paramount, 
Cincy's only suburban deluxer. 

Nelson. G. Trowbridge, resident 
manager for the Shuberts’ since 
1925, will continue in that capacity, 


Chicago 








DIAMOND BROTHERS 


The Era, 





London, on March 7, 1934, 
said: “The Three Diamonds are, I 
consider, the cleverest comedy act 
which America has sent us for a long, 
long time."’ 

* 


“Variety,”’ Feb. 12, 
orial, Boston, said: 
upon the 
heaven." 
Direction, Arthur Fisher, 1560 B’way 


reviewing Mem- 
“Diamonds came 
audience like manna from 











PAULINE COOKE 


Presents 


JOHNNY PERKINS 
Third Week 
LOEW'S JERSEY CITY 


COOKE & OZ 














TRACY and VINETTE 


Now Filming in Jugo-Slavia 


CONCORDIA FILMS 
LONDON 
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Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGEN 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"S8T-: 
NEW YORK CITY 





J. H. LUBIN 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Feb. 22) 
THIS WEEK (Feb. 15) 


Numerals in connection with bills pelow inaicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week 

















RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 

Palace (22) 
Stan Kavanagh 
Carl Shaw 
Slim Timblin 
(Two to fill) 

(15) 

Robbins 3 
Zelaya 
Radio Ramblers 
Cass Mack O & T 
Moscow Varieties 


Academy 

ist half (22-25) 
Edier & Reed Bros 
Ralph Rogers 
Reis & Dunn 
Joe Morris Co 
Great Yacopis 

2a half (26-28) 
4 Vespers 
Foley & La Tour 





Owen McGivney 
Johnny Burke 


Benny Ross 
Gene Raymond 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
(15) 
DeCardos 
Tim & Irene 
James Melton 
Stepin Fetchit 
Irene Vermillion 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (22) 
Anatole's Affairs '35 
ETROI 


Fox (15) 
Jean Sargent 
Ed Lowry 
Lamberti 
Elaine Arden 
Mr & Mrs. Dionne 
4 Flash Devils 
Frankie Connors 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (22) 








MUSIC 





RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 


2nd WEEK 


PAUL HAAKON 
Placed by LEDDY & SMITH 


HALL 














Grace Du Faye Co 
2d half (19-21) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Coliseum 
ist half (22-25) 

Sizzlers 
(Others to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (22) 
Radio Rubes 
Roscoe Ates 
Barto & Mann 
(Two to fill) 
(15) 
Large & Morgner 
4 Albee Sis 
Carl Shaw 
Stan Kavanagh 
Earl Hines Orc 


Madison 
ist half (22-24) 
Bibyl Bowan 
Harrg Savoy 
(Two to fill) 


you 
Ist half (22-24) 
Keep Moving 
(Others to fill) 
BOSTON 


Boston (22) 
3 Rhythm Kings 
Bert Walton 
Blackstone 


(15) 
Bowery M H Follies 
Memorial (22) 
Vic Oliver 
Irene Beasley 
Cass Mack O & T 
Eddie South Orc 
(One to fill) 
(15) 
Casine de Paree Rev 
Milton Berle 
Cardini 
CHICAGO 





Palace (22) 
Pritchard & Goldie 





Folies de Paree 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (22) 
Harris 2 & L 
Pat Henning Co 
3 X Sis 
Medley & Dupree 
Gruber’s Oddities 
15 


Virginia Bacon Co 
Geo Dormonde Co 
Buster Shaver Co 
Al Norman 
Martha Ray 
PROVIDENCE 
Kelith’s (22) 
Bowery M H Follies 
(15) 
Chung Yee Wahs 
Nash & Fately 
Keller Sis & L 
George Beatty 
Vernon Rathburn Co 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s 
Ist half (22-24) 
Paul Whiteman Orc 
(15) 

WLS Barn Dance 
TRENTON 
Capital 
Ist half (22-25) 
Baby Rose Marie 
O'Donnell & Blair 

(Two to fill) 
TROY 
Keith’s 

Ist half (22-25) 

Al Loyal’s Stallions 

Barney Grant Co 

Ray & Sunshine 

Johnny Burke 

Harmony Co-eds 

UNION CITY 
Keith's 
Ist half (22-24) 
Broadway Vanities 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (22) 
asino de Paree 
ilton Berle 
Boulevard 
Ist half (22-26) 
Homer Romaine 
Ruth Petty 
Lester Allan Co 
Ollins & Paterso 
lanch Calloway Or 
Orpheum 
ist half (22-26) 
geek Fulton 
Voltaires 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (26-28) 
Ruth Petty 
Gracella & Theo Co 





(Three to fill) 


Alex Hyde Ore 
Valencia (22) 
Capitol Singing Ens 

Capitol Ballet 
Igor Gorin 
Doris Daniels 
Rosemary Deering 
BALTIMORE 
Century (22) 
Janet & May 
Lorraine & Digby 
Harry Kahne 
Jimmy Durante 
Frances Wills Rev 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (22) 
T & B Waters 
Frances & Wally 
Stanley Smith 
Jay C. Flippen 





—_—— 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


This Week: 


BOBBY CLARK - HARRY SHORT 








Paradise (22) 
Willie Mauss 
ae Usher 
uster West 
Lucille Page 
Pappy Zeke E & E 
Don Costello Rev 
State (22) 
Jansleys 
ussell Marconi & J 
ertrude Neissen 
eo Givot 
erry Lawlor 
ROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
ist half (22-25) 
Trance & LaPell 
Fredricks Co 
ills Kirk & H 
acella & Theo Co 
One to fill) 
Metropolitan (22) 
aximo 
anita Gould 
DeRoze 
Stuart & Lash 





Jimmy Hadress Rev 


BRIDGEPORT 
Glohe (22) 
B’way Jamboree 


JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (22) 
Johnny Periins 
Crace Apdrews 
3 Fonzalls 


NEW ARK 
State (22) 
3 R's 
Sugar Cane 
Vera Gordon Co 
Wills & Davis 
Ching Ling Foo Jr 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (22) 
Ted Lewis 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (22) 
Honey Fam 
Gordon Reed & K 
Frank Parker 
Harry Howard 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 

Paramount (22) 
{avier Cugat 
Margo 


BOSTON 
igs Green (”) 
NT rahe BD 





Harriet Hayes 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (22) 

Thurston 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (22) 

Geo Olsen Bd 

Ethel Shutta 

(15) 

Carroll Vanities 

Ken Murray 

Samuel Bros 

Milton Charleton 

Helen Charleton 

Donald Burr 

Rosie Moran 

Claire Curry 
Marbro (15) 

Roy Smeck 





Red Donohue 
Barr & Estes 
Ted Cook 

Joaquin Garay 


Oriental (15) 


Henry Busse Ore 
Paul Mall 
Allen & Kent 
Kay Picture 
4 Camerons 
Pickering Ens 
DETROIT 
Michigan (22) 
5 Gay Boys 
Tommy Martin 
Lamb & Bellet 
Muriel Page 
Joaquin Garay 





Warner 





LANCASTER 
Capitol 
2d half (24-27) 
Bert Smith Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (22) 
‘Parisian Scandals’ 
(15 


15) 
Hal Menken Co 
Grace Doro 
Tommy Mack Co 
Salicci Puppetts 
Roxy-Mastbaum 


Fortunello & C 
(Others to fill) 
(15) 
F & J Hubert 
Sorel & Vilan 
(Others to fill) 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (15) 
Harris & Ray 
F ‘Pansy’ Sanborn 
Lew Duthers Co 
DING 
Astor (22) 
Reynolds & White 
Hickey Bros 





‘Keep Moving’ 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Merman & B Rev 
Willie Solar 
Proski's Tigers 
(Two to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (22) 
2 Valors 
Joe & J McKenna 
Peggy Taylor Co 
Carmila Ponselle 
(15) 


Jack Benny 

Mary Livingston 
3 Chicken Sis 
Danwills 

Sizzlers 

Bryant Rains & Y 


WILMINGTON 


Queen 
Ist half (21-23) 
Manny's King U 
YORK 
Strand 
( Ist half (21-28) 
Bert Smith U 





Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (16) 
Tom Emmerson Co 

Goss & Barrows 

Dan White 
Talent & Merit 
Hatt & Herman 
Ray & Harry 
Vern Buck 
LONG BEACH 
Strand (15) 
3 Hong Kong Boys 
Dugan & Glutz 
Burnette & Allen 
Chief E Feathers 





LeRoy Sis 


LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (138) 
Westerland & N 
Lockett & Love 
Bennett & Richards 
t Black Birds 
3 Walton Bros 
3 Radio Rogues 
United Artists (18 
Nelson & Knight 
Yaconelli & Morro 
L’ber Legs Edwards 
Ruth Baldwin 
Orange Grove 3 
D & L Jameison 
Ramsdell Ens 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (22) 
Proske’s Tiger's 
Stetson 
Foster Ens 
Freddy Mack 
Roxy Rhythm Ore 
(Others to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (14) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
24 Fanchonettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Paramount G Club 
Moore & Revel 
Pressman & Russell 
Harriet Hilliard 
Prima Ballerina 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (22) 
Al Bernie 
Helene Denizon Co 
Stone & Lee 
6 Sakuras 
(Others to fill) 
Oxford 
Ist half (22-26) 
Singer’s Midget 
Revue of 1935 





PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (22) 
Pettet & Douglas 
France & La Pell 

Cuby & Smith 
Centinental Ens 
(Others to fill) 


ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (22) 
Paul Ash 
David & H Murray 
Ray Sax 
Joyce Reimer 
Ginger Pearson 
(Others to fill) 


WORCESTER 
Plymouth 

ist half (21-24) 
Lomas Tr 
Swan Lucille & H 
Tarzan 
Joe Williams 
Sig Franz & Violet 
(Others to fill) 

24 half (25-27) 
Balabanow 65 
Dick Remy Co 
(Others to fill) 





Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Consuelo Flowerton 


Bal Musette 


Arden & Duncan 
Geo Marechal 
Millard & Anita 
M Ferri 
Geovignetti 
Pietro 


Barrel of Fun 
Jack Sheldon 
Annette Lacy 
Andy's Aces 
Lewis & Dody 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Kathryn Parsons 
Bigelow & Lee 
Jerry White 


Beaux des Arts 


Nina Allen 
Justine Jai Tal 


Boeuf Sur Le Toit 


Billy Arnold Ore 
Rocky Twins 
Ann Courtney 
Helen Grey 
Murray & Alles 
Bruno 


George Thorne 
Angelita Loya 
Fox & Ballister 
Ralph Navelie Ore 


Cafe International 
Inez Elvirg 
Lita Santos 


Las! nijl 


reda 





El Chicorrito 
Don Casanova 
Rudy Hernandez Or 
Cantina Barra 
Raym'nd & Lucinda 
Gilberto & Jose 
Briceno 
Don Jose Ore 
Casino de Paree 
Harry Stockwell 
Roul & Reyes 
Central Pk. Casino 
Ethel Merman 
U & B Ebsen 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
D’Ivons 
Hartmans, G & P 
Chateau Moderne 
Murlal Roger 
Antonto Morchin 
Royal Cuban Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Senorita Leona 
Club New Yorker 
Lois Elliman 
Comfort & Reilly 
Jack Meyer Orc 
Club Richman 
Wheeler, M & W 
Cocoanut Grove 
Lloyd Garret 
dairn Richards 
urellg Ajexande! 


Scott Fisher 
Congress 
Tom Nip Rev 
Thais 
Edna Strong 
Beatrice Lane 
Frank Parrish 
Chas Davis Ore 
Paul Rogers Ore 


Cotton Club 
C C Rev 
Mears & Mears 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Opheia & Pimiento 
John Henry 
Swan & Lee 
Lena Horn 
Bill Bailey 
Jessie Scott 
Dynamite Hooker 
Cora La Redd 
Cab Calloway 


Coq Rouge 
La Porte Ore 


Cubanacan 
Rigo & Carmencita 
Miguel Di Grandy 
Juanita 
Don Raphael 
Cordoba Bis 


Delmonico’s 


Byrnes & Swanson 
Ray Goss 

Bebe Moffie 

Elsie Gilbert 
Jerry Baker 
Eddie Court 
Durso Orc 


Dubonett 
Josk De Barby Orc 


El Chico 
Wences 
Paco Cansino 
Mignon Dallet 
Rosita Rios 
Francisco Ramos 
Emilio de-Torre 


El Morocco 
Irving Rose’s Ore 
Nano Rodrego Bd 
Alina de Silva 


El Toreador 


D J Escarpinter Or 
Trini Varela 
Dinorah Arguden 
Juanita 

Ferium & Mara 


Essex House 
Glen Gray Orc 


Firenze 


Sandino & Fairchild 
Dick Mansfield Ore 


Flying Trapese 
Hazel Williams 
Freddy Berrens Orc 

French Casiny 
Gloria Gilbert 
Maria Desty 
Harald & Lola 
Olympe Bradna 
Les Manginis 
Lelime Trio 
Drena 
Witman 
Delso 
Roberts 
Juan 
Guittar 
Emile Boreo 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Carl Hoff Ore 


Gypsy Tavern 
Nika 
Sally Stark 
Jenya Plobedina 
Kaufman Sis 
Emil’s Orc 


H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Ore 
Eloise Martin 
Sammy White 
Pierce & Harris 
Vera Nizas 

4 Diplomats 
Edith Roark 
Terry Lawlor 
Barbara Blane 
Mills & Kover 
Virginia Vaughan 
Eileen O'Connor 
Jack Star 

Marion Martin 
Pedro Via Cubans 


Hotel Astor 
Jack Berger Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Jack Denny Ore 
Carlos & Marchen 
Dan Richards Orc 
Barry Devine 
Hotel Commodore 
Archie Bleyer Ore 
Hotel Delmonico 
Julie Gilespie 
Alex Fogarty 
Harry Tuker Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Bert King Orc 
Jerry Blanchard 
H & M Kane 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Mishel Gorner Orc 
Horacio Zito Ore 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Anthony Trini Orc 
Hotel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orch 
Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Ore 
M Schuster Orc 
Hotel McAlpin 
Joe Haymes Orc 
Bob Barker 
Agnes Anderson 
Hotel Montclair 
Leon Janney 
Leota Lane 
Rosita Ortega 
Franco & Francine 
Ruth Urban 
Marti Michel Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriett Hilliard 
Florence & Alvarez 
Hotel Novarro 
Gay Adams 
Thelma Leeds 
Billy Milton 
Maurice St. Clair 
Jloria Day 
Vic Rodrignes Orc 
Neil Litt Ore 
Hotel Park Lane 
Max Bergere Orc 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Hal Kemp Oreo 
Hotel Pierre 


Joe 


Hotel Plaza 


Emil Coleman Orc 
Medrano & Donna 


Hotel Ritz-Carlton 


Rich’d Himber Orc 
Joey Nash 
Arman Vecsey Ore 


Hotel Rooscvett 


Del Campo Ore 
Bernice Parks 
Pomeroy Rev 

Sarita 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Vivian Vance 
Fowler & Tamara 
Leon Navara Orc 


Hotel St. Regis 
Johnny Green Ore 
Marjory Logan 
Gertrude Neisen 
Hotel Vanderbiit 
Joe Moss Orc 


Hotel Weylin 


Rosaleen & Seville 
Raoul & Reyes 
Milton Douglas 
Larry Siry Orc 
Hernandez Bros 


Hotel Wyndham 
Kathleen Karr 


Jimmy Kelly’s 
Danny Higgins 
John Rockwood 
3 Riviera Boys 
Joan Miller 
Sterling Sis 
Midgie Parks 
D'Andre & Tonelli 
Jean McCauley 
Alma Halsey 
Lou Lewis 
Peggy De La Plante 
Chas Albert Orc 


La Rue 
Walker O’Neils Orc 
Le Bijou 

Grace Morgan 
Elise Lord 

Peter Marshall 
Mario Di Palo Ore 


Leon & Eddie's 


Del Pozo Ore 
Ron Perry Orch 
Maison LaFitte 
Max Dolin Ore 
Maison Voyant 
A Valentino Ore 
Spivy 
Rita Belle 
Mayfair Yacht Club 
Walker O'Neil Ore 
Mon Paris 
Gene Fosdicks Orc 
Lucien La Riviere 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Arnold & Hawkins 
Herrerra Orc 


Number One Club 
Mimi Muriel 
Paradise 
NTG Rev 
Sally Rand 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Elenore Woods 
Raye Maye 
Rosezell Roland 
Bernice Lee 
Jayne Manners 
Ching Ling Foo Jr 
Reis & Dunn 


Park Lane 
Max Bergere’s Ore 
Place Piquale 
Harry Rosenthal Or 

Jeanette Carlay 


Rainbow Room 
Lydia & Joresco 
Beatrice Lillie 
Jolly Coburn Ore 


Reno Merry-Go- 
Round 
Vivien Field 
Red Rock 
Reno Dudes 
Starr West Jones 
Val Olman Orc 


Ritz Tower 
Nat Harris Ore 
Savoy-Plaza 
Bob Grant Orc 


G & C Herbert 
Jos Zatour Ore 
Sherry’s 

Maurice & Cordoba 

Alice Dawn 

Al Ross 

Jos Smith Ore 
Stork Club 


Bobby La Branche 
Gay Adams 
Vi Bradley 
Vercelle Sis 
Hayward Powers Or 


Taft Grill 


Geo Hall Ore 
Loretta Lee 


Thomashefsky’s 


Boris Thomaskefsy 
Regina Zuckerberg 
Sammy Colton 
Harry Littman Orc 
Florence Klug 
Mme. Charova 

Irv Bercowitz 
Gertie Bullman 
Ches Doherty Rev 


Trouville 
Jim Miller Orc 
Ubangi Club 


Gladys Bently 
Allen Drew 
Bill Bally 
Teddy Hill 
Versailles 
Jos C Smith Ore 
Rodriguez Orc 
Eugenie Woodruff 
James Struthers 
Dolores Reade 
Billy Roy 


Village Barn 


Jerry Blanchard 
Sammy Walsh 

8 Boston Girls 
Eddie Gale 
Accent & Jenesco 
Julie Wintz Ore 
Josh Medders 


Village Nut Club 


Jack Fagan 
Sheer Bros 

Beebe Moffet 
Aileen Cooke 
Val Vestoff 
Floria Vestoff 
Milton Mann Ors 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Consuelo 

Carmen Castillo 
Sheila Barrett 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Henry King Ore 
Beauvel & Tova 








Ruth Willfamb 


Skep Fields Ore 








Alamac Ira’s Club 
BBB Yacht Club Boys 
Auby’s Lagoon bony ri saggy 
’ ° Ter > snep “1elas ‘ 
—, a Miami Biltmore 
Muriel Parker J. Harold Murray 
Carmen Anne Robbins 
Irving Fields eg oa - = —- 
4 yo t | os iO i re 
Beach & Teanie Club |Kolomoku Hawai'ns 


Harry Richman 


Marion Chase Chet Brownagle Ore 


Palm Island Club 


Bob Grant Orc Rosits “ress 
Beautiful Deauville | 05't& Force coe 
Helen Morgan Arrens & Broderick 
Ritz Bros Duffin & Draper 
Clifford Newdahl Abella & John Tio 
Stanley 2 Betty Alle n 
Northway & Danilo ney a ae 

> s J é 4 il) 

Paul Sabin Orc Sam habe 


Embassy Club 


: Sylvia Manon Co 
Lucienne Boyer 


Earl Carroll Rev 


Gali Gali Harold Stern Ore 
D & L Brooks Roney Plaza 
Embassy Orc Edward Jordon 
Frolics Pearl Twins 
Buddy Walker Georges & Jalna 
Renee & Lora Florence Herbert 
Nemo Mary Danis 
Alma & Roland Siboney Sextet 
Lily Lido Enoch Light Orc 


Royal Palm Club 
Peter Higgins 
Emily Von Loesen 
Brian McDonald 
Maxellos 
Lynn Lewis 
Virginia Harvey 
Chie Scoggins Ore 
Silver Slipper 
Don Lanning 
Harvey Bell 
Roberta Sherwood 
Ann & Jack Starnes 
Suzanne 
Anne Sherwood 
‘Red’ Early Ore 
Villa Venice 
Mildred & Maurice 
Joyce Coles 
Dille & Kelly 
Dolly Arden 
Grisha 
Cameo 3 
Duano & Duanola 
Frankie Quartell Or 


Medisca & Michael 
Etzi Covato Orc 


Hanger 

Cross & Dunn 
Nancy Kelly 

La Mae & Louise 
Harl Smith Orc 
H’wood Co’ntry Club 
Sophie Tucker 

Ted Shapiro 

Nina Olivette 
Murray & King 
Verneille & D'n'lds'n 
Ernest McChesney 
D’espy 3 

Ramon & Lucinda 
Countess Alabassi 
Sonia Dante 

Roy Maxon Ore 


H’wood Yatch Club 
Ann Greenway 

A & N Selby 
Brandt Fowler & C 
Yacht Club Ore 





15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





Marcus Loew announced that if 
the Orpheum went to three a day 
for its smaller spots he would go 
on the warpath. He was interested 
in the Ackerman & Harris theatres 
on the coast. 


Eugene O'’Neill’s ‘Beyond § the 
Horizon’ playing mats at the Moros- 
co, where ‘For the Defense’ was the 
regular attraction. Doing big biz 
four afternoons a week. 

Federal Trade Commission's 21- 
month survey of vaudeville draw- 
ing to a close. Lawyers were sum- 
ming up. 





Sam Kahl, who had been running 
the Western Vaude Ass’n with a 
high hand, told to be a good boy or 
stay home. Said he would be good. 


Columbia Burley wheel was look- 
ing for a synonym for burley. 
Wanted something to suggest high- 
er class. Look what it got. 


Latest ticket speculator sugges- 
tion was McBride, United, Tyson 
and Bascom in one big company. 


New ruling on stage hand crews 
brought the threat that 100 shows 
would be closed. Not a labor move, 
but a jam between house and pro- 
ducer as to who should pay. 


Battle between Eastman and the 
DuPonts over raw stock in the 
offing. 


Story around to the effect the 
DuPonts were arranging to back 
300 major and 8,000 minor picture 
houses west of the Mississippi. 


Shuberts paid $2,100,000 to take 
the Century theatre, N. Y., from 
Morris Gest. House always a white 
elephant, 


Shuberts extended to Boston the 
idea of a central office countup. All 
ticket boxes taken to the office and 
counted up the next morning. Sev- 
eral resignations. 


Another worry for what was left 
of the road. Hotels were closing 
in many towns because they could 
not run without a bar. 


Haymarket, long an unsavory 
night spot, sold. To be replaced by 
a commercial structure. Originally 


a bath house, it was turned into a 
dance hall, occupied by Worth’s 
museum and again reverted to 
dancing. 


Louis Mann, speaking in Buffalo, 
called it the ‘Inquiry Association.’ 
Insisted Equity could not last. 





Shuberts bought 1989 
N. Y., for a theatre site. 
built. 


B’way, 
Never 


Bowery Burlesquers, a Hurtig & 
Semon show, did $12,973 in 12 per- 
formances at the Columbia.  In- 





eluded Lincoln’s birthday. 


‘Union’s Yanking Has 


Colored Unit in Jam 


Seattle, Feb. 19. 

Looks like ‘Harlem Rhapsody,’ 
colored unit, is twixt devil and deep 
sea for nearby future dates in this 
state, owing to mixup at the May- 
fair. Company is now playing Ca- 
nadian dates and may have to jump 
across Washington into Oregon, 
bookings running up against threat 
by Sam Saxe, of the Mayfair, that 
he will enjoin show if attempting to 
play in this state owing to alleged 
breach of contract, 

Curtis Mosby band is with the 
unit, also Frank Rogers, Jazz-Lips 
Richardson and Corrine Morrow. 

Trouble grew out of union pulling 
the Mosby band during first show 
on opening day at Mayfair, with 
house packed and Saxe having to 
hand back a flock of coin.. Union 
wanted to have Saxe put a union 
band in pit, in accordance with re- 
cent ruling. Saxe claims he had 
contract for the troupe and figures 
they had no legal right to walk, 


Fetciias Wisk: 


Dick Henry (Curtis & Allen) has 
set a flock of American acts for 
European dates, including several in 
Germany, for the next few months. 

Included are Cass, Mack, Owen 
and Fopsy, opening July 29 at the 
Palladium, London, for four weeks, 
then going to the Scala, Berlin. An- 
other Scala booking involves DeVito 
and Denny, starting in March. 

Raymond Baird opens March 18 
at the Palladium, with Holborn- 
Empire booked to follow. Enrico 
and Novelle go over for a resort 
date at the Sporting Club in Monte 
Carlo, commencing March 20, 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








Neil Burgess rapped in Cincin- 
nati on a 10-year-old board bill for 
$70. 


Rose Etynge and her co. traveled 
by stage from Leadville to Aspen to 
give a performance, Aspen had 
guaranteed the performance. Jump 
was 60 miles, 





Frank Jones, of a musical act, had 
a cornet with ‘two bagpipe attach- 
ments, an oboe racket, a mocking 
bird fake, a canary note and a long 
distance echo combination. Pretty 
good cornet, too. 





‘Dorothy,’ operetta by Alfred Cele 
lier, just produced in England. 
Lillian Russell played the name- 
part over here the following sea- 
son. 





Paris theatres in a slump. Opera 
house notified artists of a 50% cut 
for the next season. Bernhardt was 
getting money in ‘Theodora,’ how- 
ever, 





Boston Theatre Co., touring in 
‘Zanita,’ hopped from Baltimore to 
Chicago. Made the run in 24 hours, 
Fast for those days. 





‘A Prisoner for Life,’ 50-year-old 
play, in at the Union Sq. All it had 
was an avalanche _ scene. Not 
enough to save it, though realistic, 





‘Ixion,’ which had been a hit with 
Lydia Thompson in ’68, trotted out 
to meet the new idea of all-women 
troupes. They had to put in one 
male comedian and still the piece 
was too slow. 


Henry Irving announced in fare- 
well appearances in Phila. He 
meant farewell until next time. 


Lyceum theatre, about to open, 
leased to Daniel Frohman for $12,- 
000 annually for the first three of 
a 10-year lease. After that it would 
be $15,000, 





Lawrence Barrett did ‘Browning’s 
‘The Blot on the ’Scutcheon,’ getting 
considerable publicity out of an ar- 
gument as to whether it was ‘in’ or 
‘on.’ By either title it was a crepe 
hanger. 





Academy of Music, following the 
opera season, taken for a spring 
run by William Austin. To put in 
a variety show at a 10-20c scale, 


3en Stern and Ed Bloom had an 
opera co. In ‘Orpheus and Eury- 
dice’ playing around at a dime top. 
Making some coin, too. 
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"Shaberts Phan Outdoor 


Of Musical 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Outdoor legit this summer in 
some half-dozen key cities of the 
country is in the making, with plans 
being drawn up now by the Shu- 
berts, who for years have been di- 
recting the St. Louis open-air 
summer seasons, 

Plans for this expansion to other 
cities follow the report that the 
Shuberts will no longer be asso- 
ciated with the St. Louis municipal 
shows and that the direction is going 
to be taken over this summer by 
Laurence Schwab. No reason given 
for this split-up between the St. 
Louis muny authorities and the 
Shuberts. 

Shuberts are now working on 
plans to produce similar open air 
shows this summer in Detroit, To- 
ledo, Cleveland and _ Pittsburgh. 
Each town would have a 10 to 12 
week season starting early in June. 
Each operetta or musical show 
would stick for two to three weeks, 
depending on its individual click. 


Song Fests 


All shows will be musical, as 
were the productions at the Forest 
Park open air theatre in St. Louis. 

In Detroit the Shuberts are dick- 
ering for Nevin Park, the American 
League baseball park. May use 
ballparks in other towns also, due to 
their seating capacity. In Detroit 
the regular picture theatres are 
putting up a yowl at the municipal 
enterprise, claiming that it’s unfair 
competish for the city to compete 
with local enterprises which have 
their own money invested and pay 
huge taxes to the city treasury. 
Believed likely these objections will 
be overruled. 

Shuberts will follow the St. 
Louis system of using regular pro- 
fessional leads but augmenting the 
chorus with local girls. In St. Louis 
the municipal opera, as it is called, 
uses from 100 to 150 local girls to 
strengthen the dancing and vocal 
chorus. Has been found that the 
relatives aid plenty at the box-of- 
fice. Though employed for only 
these 12 weeks the girls all join 
Equity to make.it a completely pro- 
fessional enterprise and to remove 
every taint of amateurishness. 


Legit Routes 


Shuberts are figuring on using at 
least the four towns in order to 
guarantee a 10 to 12 week route for 
each show, moving them from De- 
troit to Toledo to Cleveland and to 
Pittsburgh intact, except for the 
local chorus. 

With the 20,000 capacity arenas 
the plan is to hold the tariff down 
to get complete co-operation from 
the local authorities and societies 
with a likely top of $1.50 and run- 
ning down to 50c. for the lowest 
priced seats. 

A season of light operas has been 
set for Los Angeles this spring by 
Edwin Lester, who is now in New 
York seeking players. The operas 
will be presented in the Philhar- 
monic Auditorium, starting the 
week of April 29. 








Frank Gillmore in Equity’s month- 
ty house organ outlines a plan for 
the road along lines which he es- 
poused before. He chastises ‘pro- 
ducers, opportunists and individual- 
ists’ for not supporting the idea, 
saying it should have been tried 11 
years ago when pictures and radio 
were making inroads into the 
amusement field. 

Pian calls for a series of rotary 
stocks, three companies to each 
series or unit. Each would open 
the same night in each of three 
cities, moving at the end of the 
week. After playing the other 
stands the troupes would return to 
the starting town, having rehearsed 
another play in the meantime. 
About twenty such circuits are sug- 
gested, giving employment to 750 
actors and 350 stagehands and mu- 
sicians 

Equity head complains that man- 
agers could have pooled interests 
and kept the road alive. 
tion was made of the proposal earl- 
fer in the season of a one dollar top 
circuit, managers proposing to start 
with 10 companies and guaranteeing 
19 weeks. Equity was asked to re- 
gard such a project as stock but as 
the plan sought a 12 performance 
week Equity turned it down. Stock 
rules call for a maximum of 10 per- 
formances. Managers named a com- 
mittee to devise a compromise plan, 
but the committee has not func- 
tioned, 


7 straw hat troupers has the Bal- 


No men-} 





Family Censorship 


Circuit 
Shows in 12 Cities 





Baltimore, Feb. 19. 
Censors are not alone in 
squeamishness. A local stock 
troupe composed of summer 





to stock rights to ‘Sailor Be- 
ware’ and waits to open at 
Cehman’s Hall tonight (Tues- 
day). During rehearsals three 
of the cast dropped out, ex- 
plaining their parents objected 
to them appearing in the play. 


MAE WEST'S 
LEGIT PROD. 


Holly wood, Feb. 19. 
James Timony and Boris Petroff, 
with Mae West as a silent partner, 
are going little theatre and have 
leased the Hollywood, an 80-seater, 
which is being remodelled to seat 


around 225. Pair are also enlarg- 
ing the stage to a 36x29 foot affair. 
Timony’s plan is to produce 
around four new shows a year with 
the hope of getting Broadway mate- 
rial. Casts will be wholly profes- 
Denver, Feb. 19. sional. Little theatre was formerly 
Arnold B. Gurtler, manager of the|q barn and has been operated off 
Elitch theatre, will go to New York and on by Mrs. Lela Rogers, mother 
in March to pick the stock company | of Ginger Rogers. House will open 
and plays for the ten weeks’ season | after remodeling process, expected 
in the Elitch theatre this year, His to take about three weeks. First 
principal interest is in the selection] play will be ‘Thunders of Silence,’ 
of an outstanding leading woman. a dramatization of a story by Fred 
Fred Speers, dramatic critic on|Stanley, of Variery’s Hollywood 
the Post, has picked the following | ctary. 
now running in New York as possi- 
ilities for Elitch’s: ‘The Petrified 
Forest,’ ‘Escape Me Never,’ ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance,’ ‘Valley Forge,’ 
‘Accent on Youth’ and ‘Rain from 
Heaven.’ Says these don’t stand a 
chance: ‘Point Valaine’ (unless al- 
tered so much as to appear unrec- 
ognizable), ‘“Tohacco Road’ and 
‘The Children’s Hour.’ 


Inside Stuff—Legit | 


Frank Wead, who authored ‘Ceiling Hero,’ which will be produced by 
Brock Pemberton and Antoinette Perry as soon as acript revision is 
completed, was a flier during the war, having the rank of commander. 
Uninjured in the war, he later suffered a broken neck by falling down 
a flight of three steps. Accident left him a virtual cripple below the 
hips. 

Wead is free lancing film scenarios in Hollywood but planed to Chi- 
cago last week to meet the legit producers to talk over the rewriting. 

‘I Want a Policeman,’ by Rufus King and Milton Lazarus, was also 
accepted by Pemberton last week with presentation dated for next 
autumn, 


FINALLY PAID OFF 


Cast of 1932 Frisco Show Collects 
Its Coin 





Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Cast of ‘Berkeley Square,’ legiter 
done in San Francisco in 1932, has 
finally received a week's salary in 
lieu of notice, after three years of 
arbitration and litigation. 
Check was received last week by 
Charles Miller, local Equity rep, and 
Attorney I. B. Kornblum, for $1,050 
in settlement of judgment granted 
in the ’Frisco courts. 
Belated payment automatically 
lifts the producer, Ralph Pincus, 
from Equity’s delinquent managers’ 
list. 


N.Y. PLAYS AND 
DENVER TASTE 























Dorothy Hall’s Trip 


Dorothy Hall leaves today 
(Wednesday) for the Coast to visit 
with her mother and spend two or 
three weeks out there. 

Not after a film contract—pos!- 
tively. 














There was doubt whether ‘Field of Ermine,’ play adapted from the 
Spanish, would go on at the Mansfield, N. YY, Monday (11), although 
it had opened the previous Friday. Gross first full week was only around 
$1,000, the reason for its shelving Saturday (16). Crosby Gaige pre- 
sented his drama, but the coin was supplied by John Garrett Underhill, 
who adapted it from Jacinto Benavente’s original. 

Underhill, reputedly wealthy, is keenly interested in Spanish Hterature, 
which explains his desire to have this play reach the American stage. 





Prague group of Moscow Art Theatre left Paris for the New York 
engagement almost in secret. Reason for the hush-hush was that Sol 
Hurok, impresario, sent a last-minute telegram from New York order- 
ing Basil Rasumny, one of the male stars of the troupe, not to come. 
Understood reason is fear that complications would arise from fact 
that Rasumny once was closely connected with @ household in Russia 
which since has got in bad with the ruling powers. He came, anyway. 





William Anthony McGuire and Max Gordon met at the Santa Anita 
track on the Coast and latter queried the author as to when he would 
write a play for him. McGuire replied pretty quick if Gordon would 
produce anything he gave him. 

Gordon said ‘Yes,’ they shook hands and McGuire says he will have 
the manuscript ready within three weeks. He had no basic idea in mind 
at the time the deal was made, 





Arthur Imperato, member of one of the quartets tn ‘Anything Goes,’ 
Alvin, N, Y., suffered a heart attack in his dressing room at the Lincoln's 
birthday matinee. While putting on makeup the singer complained of 
illness and a physician was summoned, 

John Walsh replaced him in the cuartet. Imperato is a church choir 
singer in addition to his stage work. 





John Mulholland, who appeared in the Lambs’ Gambol at the club 
Sunday (10), is a professional trickster but has rarely, if ever, appeared 
in a theatre. He is booked for the platform as a lecturer but performs 
as a magician and manipulator. His torn card trick has the respect of 
other magicians. 

Mulholland edits Sphinx, a magazine devoted to magie, 





Three-year-old son of Clarence Curry, colored superintendent of the 
Mansfield theatre, N. Y., dled of pneumonia Friday (15). Prominent 
physicians sought to save the child by transfusions, 

Curry was formerly in the office of Billy Grady when the latter was 
an agent, 





‘Bitter Oleander,’ at the Lyceum, N. Y., marks the 20th anniversary of 
the Neighborhood Playhouse, rather inactive for several seasons. This 
Village group is headed and financed by Irene Lewishon whom the play- 





ers called Iranchek, the Russian pronunciation of Irene 





| 





Theatre Union's Plays with Left 


Tendencies Cause B'way Chatter 





VOCAL TROUBLES 
John ie nctnasts Gondele, and Mary 
McCormick Fails to Show 


_——— 


Oakland, Feb. 19. 
John McCormack cancelled his 


local recital last night (Monday) 
when advance sale showed only 
$1,000. Decision follows John 


Charles Thomas recital being pre- 
viously cancelled on a claim of ill- 
ness. 

Mary McCormick's non-appear- 
ance with the San Carlo troupe in 
Fresno, also last night, has locals 
checking report she won't play hick 
towns, and that she named Fresno 
and Sacramento. 


SUNDAY LEGIT 
HEARING TODAY 


Albany, Feb. 19. 

Representatives of Actors Equity 
Association, musicians, stagehands 
and other theatre employees will 
come to grips over Sunday legit 
shows at a hearing in the State 
Capitol tomorrow (Wednesday) at 
2 p.m. on the Berg-Neustein bills 
designed to permit drama and mu- 
sical performances on the Sabbath. 

Equity has announced its opposi- 
tion to the proposal, which is sup- 
ported by the New York State Fed- 
eration of Labor, stagehands, mu- 
sicians and others. 

Bill is sponsored by Senator 
Julius S. Berg and Assemblyman 
Irving D. Neustein, both of New 
York City. In a statement, they 
said: 

‘We know of little or no opposi- 
tion to this legislation except that 
voiced by the Actors’ Equity and it 
is our belief that such opposition is 
predicated upon a misunderstand- 
ing. Most of the artists are in 
favor of the bill, especially since a 
provision is made for one day of 
rest in seven. We have received 
thousands of letters from indi- 
viduals and organizations through- 
out the state favoring this legisla- 
tion, but despite their overwhelm- 
ing approval we nevertheless want 
to give the minority in opposition a 
chance to be heard.’ 

Hearing will take place before the 
Joint Assembly and Senate Com- 
mittees on Labor and Industry. 

For the first time labor and the 
managers are combined on an issue, 
representatives of the stage hands 
and musicians going to Albany 
along with other unionists and the 
show crowd to favor the passage of 
the Sunday bills. 

Strongest managerial representa- 
tion yet sent to the state capital for 
the purpose is made up of William 
A. Brady, Lee Shubert, Brock Pem- 
berton, Henry Moskowitz, Warren 
Munsell, Helen Arthur, Leonard 
Bergman and Milton Weinberger. 
Union delegation consists of James 
Brennan, head of local number one, 
stagehands; Richard F. Walsh, I. A. 
T. S. E., and Thomas Murtha; Fred 
Marshall, scenic artists; Theodore 
Mitchell, agents and company man- 
agers. Names of the musicians’ 
union party were not definite, nor 
those of state labor organizations. 

Equity delegation to Albany op- 
posed to Sunday performances was 
headed by Frank Gillmore and Paul 
N. Turner, accompanied by Selena 
Royle, Florence Reed and Madge 
Kennedy. 


Stall Gallo Chi Stock 


Chicago, Feb. 19. 

After months of negotiations, the 
plan of Fortune Gallo to install mu- 
sical stock into the mammoth 
Auditorium has been postponed for 
this season. However, it looks as 
if the Gallo musical stock show will 
start with the new fall season. 

Gallo is still negotiating in Eng- 
land for the rights to ‘Decameron 
Nights,’ which he plans as his open- 
ing production. 


Ind. Civic Doing Well 


Indianapolis, Feb, 19. 

Civic theatre, under Frederick 
Burleigh, new director in his first 
year locally, 1g hitting the high 
spots in box office attendance. 

Twentieth anniversary production 
was ‘Meet My Sister.’ Finished a 
nine day run with the best b.o. rec- 
ord in history of the house 
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Activities in the Theatre Union in 
presenting dramas with radical ten- 
dencies at the Civic Repertory the- 
atre on 14th street, N. Y., are pro- 
voking controversy among profes- 
sionals. So far the shows have been 
regarded as propaganda plays. 

Easy enough to get into an argu- 
ment and playgoers not enthusiastic 
about the shows are asked why they 
are in the house. Some uptowners, 
aware of the radical nature of the 
audiences, refrain from making re- 
marks while in attendance, 

Curious angle to the Union's 
drama activities is the fact that 
tickets are exempt from the govern- 
ment admissions tax. Exception was 
ruled last year on the ground that 
the plays are educational, also that 
the Theatre Union is claimed to be 
a non-profit organization. 

Last season group's best effort 
was a drama protesting against war, 
‘Peace on Earth.’ Current ‘Sailors 
of Cattaro’ tells about the Austrian 
revolution. Next play by the Union 
is ‘The Pit’ (re-titled ‘Joe Kovor- 
sky’) said to be a protest against 
the low dage of miners. Other 
dramas listed are ‘Strikes’ and 
‘Dollars.’ 

Group theatre, which originated as 
the Theatre Guild’s Studio, and 
which presented several plays with 
Guild backing, is radically minded 
only within its organization and is 
said not to be interested in any out- 
side left or rlght movements. How- 
ever, the Group presented ‘Waiting 
for Lefty’ at the Belasco, N. Y., Sun- 
day (10) last week. Play dealt with 
New York's taxicab strike of last 
year. Nearest to a radical play pre- 
viously was ‘1931,’ which mostly had 
to do with unemployment. 

Plays presented by the Union and 
other downtown groups are gen- 
erally by authors who are frankly 
radical. 

One of the most recent groups to 
have been formed along Theatre 
Union lines is called the Theatre of 


Action. Executive board, as an- 
nounced, includes John Howard 
Lawso, Lee Strassberg Erskine 


Caldwell and Moss Hart. Latter’s 
name caused some surprise. 


ALBANY BILL TO STOP 
BENEFIT RACKETEERING 


Albany, Feb. 19. 

Aseemblyman Albert D. Schanzer, 
Brooklyn Democrat, has introduced 
in the legislature a bill aimed at 
stopping racketeering in the sale of 
tickets for bynefit performances. 

It would put teeth in the law te 
give district attorneys and police 
more authority in curbing what 
Schanzer describes as the shady 
practice, injtrious to legitimate and 
honest charitable enterprises, of 
selling tickets for theatrical per- 
formances that ‘never arrive, while 
the promoters pocket the proceeds.” 


Minelli to Shuberts 


Vincent Minelll has left the Radio 
City Music Hall, New York, and 
joined the Shuberts. Understood he 
has a two-year arrangement with 
the latter to stage al] their musie 
cals. 

Minelli started at the Music Hall 
as a scenic designer, but was elevate 
ed to staging and producing shows, 
some months back. 


Toledo’s Guild Duo 


Toledo, Feb. 19. 

Two New York Theatre Guil@ 
successes will play in Toledo {9 
March. They are ‘Ah Wilderness,’ 
booked at the Paramount for March 
4 and ‘Mary of Scotland’ at the 
same house March 18. Both are 
being brought here by Flora Ward 
Hineline. Patrons will be urged to 
reserve the same seat for both plays 
with the opening of the box offics 
today (20). 


Coast ‘Miracle’ Folds 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

‘Small Miracle’ closes at the Ei 
Capitan Saturday (23). 

Henry Duffy undecided whether 
‘Farmer Takes a Wife’ or ‘Page 
Miss Glory’ will follow, having dif- 
ficulty lining up a cast for ‘Farmer’, 
but will decide early this week 80 
show can go into quick rehearsal 
and open about middle of next 
week, 


























a 


a ee 











Gis le, 





- 2 2 ee ee ee 6. 8 kk A 


ana eelrmelCMmelC lO etl lUCUlU Ul 


in ne a ee an | 








a nnn 








aan I! CO EEL AI Nb. «3 Si lat Et ELON SIE ET sata IPM i i iT Lg Re 


Wednesday, February 20, 


1935 





VARIETY 53 





LEGITIMATE 





Federal Trade Commish Will Duck 


Responsibility in Free Show Tiff 


Washington, Feb. 19. 

Federal Trade Commission will 
duck responsibility in free show 
warfare between pictures, legit, and 
broadcaster, according to all avail- 
able signs. 

First denying and then retracting, 
Commish admitted last week receiv- 
ing resolution from legit codists 
urging investigation of alleged un- 
fair competition by broadcasters, 
but attaches indicated nothing will 
happen. Excuse is that no offense 
against interstate commerce is in- 
volved and that commish is not au- 
thorized ‘to consider competition be- 
tween industries. 

Resolution, submitted more than a 
month ago, has been referred to legal 
experts for study, according to offi- 
cial explanation, because of doubt 
whether the condition complained of 
falls within the scope of the com- 
mish powers. Blackstones have not 
reported their conclusions, but it is 
extremely doubtful if they will ad- 
vise that further action be taken. 


Up to N. R. A. 

Unexpressed Trade Commish at- 
titude is that the free show issue 
is a matter to be settled through the 
N.R.A. rather than fit subject for 
formal investigation and possible is- 
euance of cease-and-desist order. 
Old sensitiveness and jealousy in 
N.R.A.-F.T.C. relations is evident. 
Since resolution was received, trade 
group has failed to consult N.R.A. 
and has given no indication it will 
follow such a course, 

Trade Commish has confined its 
investigations throughout the most 
of its existence to complaints with- 
in a single industry, involving indi- 
vidual units accused of unfair com- 
petition, and seldom if ever has at- 
tempted to keep one industry out of 
another’s territory. Likewise, most 
of its attention is directed at the 
consumer end in efforts to prevent 
gypping and duping, which the com- 
mish regards as a particularly vi- 
cious type of unfair competish, 


A.T.S. FUTURE IN PITT 
DOUBTFUL; WEAK PLAYS 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 

Increased flood of protests from 
subscribers is putting the American 
Theatre Society in a spot locally 
and the organization’s chances for 
next season look extremely doubtful. 
Objections were loud and long again 
last week when another weak. try- 
out, ‘Bishop Misbehaves,’ third in a 
row, was presented under the so- 
ciety’s auspices. 

Subscribers claim the ATS hasn’t 
lived up, even remotely, to its pros- 
pectus, insisting they're getting, in- 
stead of the promised true-and-tried 
successes, feeble tryouts, about 
which they can do nothing since 
their coin is in the till in advance. 
‘Bishop Misbehaves’ was the third of 
the ATS 34-35 series. The other 
two were ‘Valley Forge,’ which last- 
éd only six weeks on Broadway, and 
‘On to Fortune,’ which expired in a 
week, 

Outlook is further darkened by the 
fact that the Nixon hasn't a thing 
in sight to offer the subscribers for 
their already paid-in remaining 
three plays. Fourth was to have 
been Eva Le Gallienne’s L’Aiglon’ 
week of March 4, but that has been 
cancelled. Third play, before 
‘Bishop Misbehaves’ booking, was 
‘Gather Ye Rosebuds,’ which closed 
the week before it reached here, giv- 
ing the protesting groups even more 
ammunition to use in their bom- 
bardment. 

Protests have become so numer- 
©us that the Nixon may not even 
try to sell subscription strips next 
season, figuring it would be of little 
use anyway. This has been the 
weakest legit year in history around 
here, only the big musicals showing 
& profit. It’s generally agreed that 
Without subscription backing, the 
three ATS shows would have all 
died badly at the b.o.’s, since there 
Was little window sale for any of 
them. 











Akron’s First 


Akron, Feb. 19. 

Colonial here will have its first 
legit of the season on Feb. 26 with 
@ one-night presentation of ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies.’ 

George M. Cohan in “Ah Wilder- 
ness’ comes to the same house 
March 6, 








BEST PORTLAND CRITIC 


Fred White Wins Trophy, 1st Since 
1931 





Portland, Ore., Feb. 19. 

The Guy Bates Post trophy for 
the Portland dramatic reviewer 
maintaining the best column on the 
spoken drama will be awarded this 
year to Fred White, of the Oregon- 
ian staff, on the basis of his work 
during the past year. Selection was 
made by a committee of the Port- 
land Press Club, custodian of the 
trophy. 

Award of the trophy will be the 
first since 1931. Presentation was 
interrupted when it was felt that 
Portland hed suffered a dearth of 
stage presentations. Visits of road 
companies in 1934, headed by Wal- 
ter Hampden, Katharine Cornell and 
Eva Legallieni, were occasions for 
renewing it. 


R.E. Jones Turning 
Scribbler for Next 
Central City Show 


Denver, Feb. 19. 

Robert Edmond Jones, who will 
also direct, will write the play to 
be used at the fourth annual Cen- 
tral City opera house play festival. 
It will be written around the early 
history of Central City. Jones has 
been gathering material from ori- 
ginal sources during his three sum- 
mers at the close-to-dead mining 
camp. Title has not been picked. 

Frank St. Leger, director of the 
Houston Symphony Orchestra, will 
direct the orch, and music will be 
an integral part of the production. 
Music was used the first two years 
but dispensed with last year, 

Reason for the historical angle 
is laid to several huge conventions 
scheduled in Denver at the same 
time. Expected 10,000 teachers at- 
tending Nat. Educational meet and 
3,000 at American Library associa- 
tion. Play ran one week first year, 
two the second and third, and may 
run three weeks this year. 

Local papers received wires from 
Hollywood, where Jones is, that 
Anne Shirley and Junior Durkin 
had been signed for Central City 
in ‘Growing Pains’ as this year’s 
play. News printed the story, page 
one, with cuts, but the Post did 
some querying and got the facts. 











ACQUIT AGENCY CLERK 
ON FORGERY CHARGE 


A jury brought in a verdict of not 
guilty late Monday (18) night on 
the charge of second degree forgery 
brought against Jack Pasternack by 
Sam Beckhardat’s ticket agency, New 
York. Defendant’s bail, however, 
was continued, there being another 
charge, that of larceny. 

Samuel Bloom, secretary of the 
Beckhardt agency, claimed that the 
clerk had endorsed checks for $32 
sent by a customer, using the money 
for his personal use. Pasternack 
contended that Bloom and Beck- 
hardt had authorized him to endorse 
checks received in the morning mail 
and make bank deposits. 


Macloon ‘Powder’ Tiff 
Before Equity Feb. 28 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

Equity arbitration of the Ryman 
Productions- Reginald jarlow tiff 
has been pencilled in tentatively for 
Feb. 28. Three judgers are Harry 
Sokolov, attorney for the producer; 
Robert Emmett O’Conner, selected 
by Barlow, and Edwin Maxwell, the 
arbiter, 

Case involves squawk of Louis O. 
Macloon, g. m. of the legit produc- 
ing setup, that Barlow powdered 
from ‘Blood on the Moon’ at the 
Mayan last fall, causing the show to 
fold. Barlow counters with a claim 
that Macloon told him to scram 
pronto. 








| good 


GEO. SHARP’S LUCK 


| Pittsburgh Rebbit’s Foot Town for 
Showman—‘Stew’ Clicks 








Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 


Pittsburgh continues to be the 
luck city for George Sharp, 
veteran showman, as his ‘Drunkard’ 
goes into its 24th week at the Fort 
Pitt hotel, playing almost nightly to 
capacity. 

About 10 years ago Sharp brought 
an ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ troupe here 
and remained 42 weeks, longest run 
ever achieved by a legit locally. Five 
years later, he started a stock ven- 
ture at the Pitt after a number of 
showmen had flopped dismally with 
repertory and stayed around for 
three successive years, 





Too Cumbersome, 
Tour of ‘Merrily 


Off After 1 Wk. 


Perhaps for the first time in legit 
records a definite Broadway hit was 
withdrawn from the road after only 
one week. Show is ‘Merrily We 
Roll Along’ which was brought back 
in after its first week away from 
New York. Show opened in Phila- 
delphia Monday (11) last week and 
stopped Saturday. 


Decision to end the tour came 
almost immediately after the Philly 
premiere at the Chestnut. By 
Wednesday it was figured the show 
would not gross more than $9,000, 
a figure under the lowest gross in 
New York at the Music Box, where 
the early season standout played 
approximately five months (19 
weeks). 

Sam H. Harris, who produced the 
George S. Kaufman-Moss' Hart 
drama, telegraphed from Palm 
Beach and ordered the show pulled 
off. Manager was opposed to tour- 
ing ‘Merrily’ because of its high op- 
erating cost. Picture rights had 
been sold fer $75,000 and on actual 
expenditure it was $30,000 ahead on 
Harris’s books because of the film 
coin. During its Broadway run 
‘Merrily’ did not really earn back 
its original cost through operation, 
picture coin putting it ahead. 

Because of the mechanical re- 
quirements, ‘Merrily’ was not tried 
out of town and for the same rea- 
son Harris did not believe a road 
tour feasible. Production took three 
baggage cars to haul. Several weeks 
prior to the Broadway closing the 
company was cut from 91 to 75 
players and 11 men were dismissed 
from the stage crew after the set- 
tings were revised. 

Even then ‘Merrily’ called for 
grosses which approached the even 
money mark for musical shows. 
After its Philly opening Harris was 
informed that for succeeding dates 
it would be necessary to pass up 
Mondays and open on Tuesdays, be- 
cause a full stage crew rehearsal 
was necessary. That was the finish- 
ing straw for the producer. It had 
been booked for two weeks in 
Philadelphia. 

Picture rights were sold with a 
release date for next fall. Closing 
of ‘Merrily’ voids that stipulation. 

All of ‘Merrily’s’ settings except 
that used in the opening scene were 
left in Philly and will be destroyed. 
Show started with three baggage 
cars and came back with one, that 
principally used for the many props 
and electrical equipment. 





Macloon on Prowl 


—_ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 19. 
Production yen has Louis O. Mac- 
loon shopping around for a theatre. 
Has Trixie Friganza and an un- 
titled stage piece in mind. 





Beckwith in Texas 


San Antonio, Feb. 19. 


Frank Beckwith has stepped out 
of the Hedgerow theatre group to 
take over reins of a local little the- 
atre. Touring Hedgerow players re- 


which time Beckwith was contacted. 

With him 1s his wife, Frances 
Torchiana, who ig aiding in produc- 
tion, though not officially. Beckwith 
is now readying ‘Lilliom’ and ‘Ani- 
mal Kingdom,’ 





eently did a series of plays here, at | 





LEBLANG’S UPTOWN 


Advance Priced Ticket Sale for 
Branch; Cut-rate Sale Remains 





Leblang’s will establish a branch 
office at the s.w. corner of Broadway 
and 62nd street, branch to operate 
with advance price tickets (Postal- 
while cut-rates, as at 


present, will remain In the 43rd 
street headquarters. Branch was 
decided on by the agency to keep 
pace with the trend of legit shows 
further northward from 42nd street, 
now virtually dead for legits. 
Branch will have quarters in a 
store operated as a ‘playland’ con- 
sisting of marble games and other 
gadgets. It will open April 1. 


Schnozzola Due 
For Hipp Circus; 
Opening in May 


Jimmy Durante is practically set 
for one of the leads in ‘Jumbo,’ 
circus musical, which Billy Rose is 
preparing for production, skeded to 
open by May at the Hippodrome, 
N. Y., for a summer run. Doesn't 
want to give an absolute yes until 
finds out what Metro will do about 


his contract, which expires May 26. 

Play with music revolves around 
a circus idea. Inside of the Hipp 
is to be rebuilt, according to Rose’s 
idea, with a tent top, benches, and 
a sawdust ring in which action takes 
place. Book is by Ben Hecht and 
Charles MacArthur, music by Kern- 
Hammerstein. 

Rose wants to further continue 
the circus atmosphere by having an 
array of animals in the basement, 
which Frank Buck will be nominally 
in charge of. Also, there will be a 
Ripley exhibit of oddities. Both 
these will be sideshows, although 
not certain whether separate admis- 
sions is to be asked. 

Idea of a Warner musical version 
of ‘White Horse Tavern,’ starring 
Al Jolson, for the Hipp is now off. 
Was practically set, but rights to 
the play for the U. S. became highly 
involved and caused the difficulty. 
When straightened out, understood 
Jolson is still interested. 


HOUSEMAN-ZATKIN’S 
TRAGEDY IN VERSE 


‘Panic,’ a tragedy in verse, is be- 
ing prepared for presentation on 
Broadway by the Phoenix Theatre 
group for two performances only. 
Drama was written by Archibald 
McLeish, last year’s Pulitzer prize 
winning poet. ‘Panic’ is a non-com- 
mercial project, to be offered to the 
intelligentsia. : 

Nathan Zatkin and Jack House- 
man head the group. Former ap- 
peared before Equity’s Council last 
week and, although the association 
is not concerned with ventures of 
the kind, it was ruled that ‘Panic’ 
must not be played on Sunday as 
originally planned. Players must be 
paid not less than one week's mini- 
mum salary—$25 for juniors and $40 
for others, because it was ruled that 
the show could have three weeks in 
which to rehearse. Principals will 
rehearse three or four hours daily, 
because of a Greek dancing chorus 
background. 

Zatkin and Houseman was the 
stager of ‘Four Saints in Three 
Acts,’ presented originally in Hart- 
ford for a local society called 
‘Friends and Enemies of Modern 
Music.’ It was later presented com- 
mercially by Harry Moses, with Zat- 
kin as press agent. Should 
appeal to some commercial manager 
after it opens it is okay with Zat- 
kin and Houseman, although it is 
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not their intention to Bo present the 


‘ tragedy. 





Reported Ducat Committee Will 
Recommend Dropping of Control 
Clause from Code as Unworkable 


+ 


Word along Broadway early this 
week was to the effect that the spe- 
cial ticket committee appointed by 
William  P. 
would 


code administrator 


Farnsworth some time ago 


recommend the ticket control sys- 


} tem be removed from the legit code 


on the grounds that it is unwork- 
able if not inequitable. 

Although members of the 
Authority were Ioath to discuss the 
report, as was Philip Wittenberg, 
C. A. counsel, it is reported that the 
majority of the committeemen com- 
prising the C. A. have already come 
to the same conclusion. 

Awaiting the report of the special 
committee, deadline for which has 
been set back several times, the CA 
made no mention of the ticket situ- 
ation last week, but several develop- 
ments are due next week. Several 
manager-members of the CA being 
in Albany on the Sunday show leg- 
islation there will be no CA session 
this week. 

If the report about the recom- 
mendation is correct, it is claimed 
that those who framed the ticket 
rules outsmarted themselves. Stated 
several weeks ago that some of the 
Authority members were of the 
opinion that ticket control should 
not be part of the code but that the 
Theatre League is more properly 
constituted to handle the situation. 
At one time it was intimated that 
Washington would be asked to de- 
lete the rules. 

Court Proceedings 

Since then, court proceedings by 
a group of independent agencies re- 
sulted in a ruling that the code isa 
contract and if the complainants did 
not sign it they have no grounds for 
action because not committed. Wit- 
tenberg, credited with framing the 
ticket provisions along with Farns- 
worth, declared the control system 
was made in the form of a contract 
between the Authority and the 
brokers, so that ticket men could not 
later complain that the rules con- 
stituted price fixing, ruled illegal by 
the New York courts. 

Ticket matter as it now stands 
has some agencies bound to abide 
by the control rules, while others 
are going along as they please. 
Means that those who signed and 
took out CA licenses are at a dis- 
advantage. There appears to be no 
way to force the others to sign 
which, if true, makes the system 
unenforceable. 

Proposal to turn to managers by 
prosecuting any who are doing busi- 
ness with unlicensed agencies 
roused some feeling among the 
showmen, none of whom want to 
take the slap. 

It is further indicated that, while 
part of the special ticket committee 
is in favor of trying to enforce the 
ticket rules, a majority wants the 
rules out of the code, and the report 
to be made will be decided on by a 
majority vote. 


Code 





‘Panic’ | 





Much of the Authority’s time has 
been consumed in talking tickets 
from the very inception. That has 
been a topic of criticism by show- 
men who hoped the code would ad- 
just other mooted matters in the 
business. Revised code was delayed 
in completion, so that the ticket 
system could be made air tight, in 
theory at least. 


WEE-LEVENTHAL GET 
‘SAILOR’ ROAD RIGHTS 


Plans for road-showing ‘Sailor 
Beware’ have virtually been com- 
pleted, Wee and Leventhal getting 
the rights. Bookings for 12 weeks 
have been outlined, with a chance 
the gob comedy will return to 
Broadway late in spring. 

Most of the original cast is ex- 
pected to tour in ‘Sailor. Most of 
the players were on salaries not 
much over the code minimum for 
the latter half of the Broadway run 
and that is about in line with the 
W.&L. policy. 

Deal for the road rights was made 
by the firm with the authors, to 
whom the rights reverted, it is un- 
derstood, because the royalties for 
the final three weeks at the Lyceum, 
N. Y., were not paid by Courtney 
Burr, the presenter, 
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tropics. Somewhere near India|they wouldn't, so it's practically BITTER OLEANDER 
there reside an Oriental man and/|their own fault. 
Pla is on Broadwa woman whom Shaw calls the priest Choosing ‘Revisor’ for their first Drama in three acts and seven scenes 
and the priestess—Pra and Prola.| piece was pretty smart. It's a funny ——— a” Re ges ~- at 
They want to merge the East and comedy and almost actor-proof. The Nance ‘O'Neil “and ‘Stee Lane 
the West as a biological experiment | first night audience loved it and ap- | Written by Federico Garcia Lorca: trans- 
and create an improved new race! plauded loud and long. New York | lated by Jose Weissberger ; staged by Irene 
RAIN NOAH with highly developed. intellectual | has seen this play several times be- en ae See f ter tar npn from 
s =] Sarria production (revival’ Comedy Grama in three acts presented powers. ’ fore. Once John Anderson, the dra- oa Weteamna™ 38.30 eens costumes, 
etarsing Tallulah Bankhead ‘in play by lat the Longacre Feb. 13, '35 by Jerome Pra and Prola are vegetarians matic critic, adapted it and Jed Mother eee eee eeeseeererenens Nance O'Neil 
John Colton and Clemence Randolph, based | Mayer; adapted from French of Andre/ and have no children. Into their | Harris produced it. Once Maurice ones cocccceseces eoocensess Ewes Barrier 
on a short story by w. Somerset aor Obey by Arthur Wilmurt; me ge A i. estate are attracted a young Eng- Schwartz and Paul Muni played it peetoemes> "thes *eeabees Oe a ae ae 
on al Sg iy re sy a wee | a ee Oru "Fresnay lish couple and one verging on mid- jin ¥ iddish. That was at the Garden NO PR eoeee- Genevieve Belasco 
Box, N : mmencing Feb, 12, 1935; | Mama...cccccsesecseees Margaret Arrow| dle-age. After a lapse of 20 years theatre, in the old Madison Square Leonardo. ...ssece sesesehas William Lawson 
$2.75 top (premiere scale $4.40), Originally | Shem... .ccccccceeseeees David Friedkin| there are four grown offspring, but | Garden structure, and the best pro- | Girl peececcece eeceecese -+++++-Rose Lieder 
produced by Harris with ae — »+.-Harry ies | the identity of the parents is not| duction of it that New York ae ee shaeseneess ERLE a ~~ 
a See eee it Semmens tbe reeeeneebysent SPrave” Gilbert made clear, Seger. Even including the current | Novia ‘ = Sine ytaalighe Eugenie aambaviols 
A Native Girl... -.+.+. ee AL E aaaee teeeeces-Cora Burlat Into this presumed Eden comes | aie in the a oo ao Also Dazma Minty, Jane Mavernifi. Dora 
sative Policeman....-. mee a ‘ernando ye "uc ‘lynn . y Pond : . ent ‘ i ‘ lis co % yY plays very ast, | Sor ern, Gertrude Stone, Sana Marti 
i etre Sateen, -+.75 S — A Ra werecsecescescccce ss Gertrude Fives a young British clergyman “ ith a PR he ms ry 7 * = in fon BE “ger a nee 
(Frank De_ Silva | yp, SENT P- Charles Holden nutty story about being put ashore bvi ps oy Bh awe x lavinge Eric Kelton, Yisrol Libman, Beatrice St. 
AMeCECNA......+eeeeee seeeeees Emma Wilcox | phe Lion......ccececeses Richard Spater| by a band of pirates who forced | 0)VZous fun they're having playing Ives, Marian Barnes, Grace Carey, Lud- 
Private Griggs....ceseceesers: Kent Thurber | phe Monkey..... er Milton Feher| him to sail with them for a year as |!t hides from the audience (almost) | mina Toretska. ' 
pet vie: Rab oiibert — ,, Sapa eaeagaaaaas — oils | a masque of respectability. Here is that it's far from a first rate acting nani 7 
Joe Horn...........-se++.-Granville Bates | pya aa a eaten Fleming | Someone to carry on, to propagate | Company, There’s so much relish, Fifteen years or so ago the 
Mrs. Alfred Davidson.......-- Ethel Wilson |pne Wolf...ccccccescesses lane Churchill | the second generation. The clergy- |S0 much zip, so much vitality in the | Neighborhood Playhouse, on the 
Doctor MePhail ih teicdie arg Agi vhe'> Nicholas — > a? | were ee Georgia Graham | man explains that he is weak- | Various performances, that the Ar- outskirts of Greenwich Village, did ! 
ange ae OO oe gy Rag em ~ minded; in fact, when a lad the |mour odor almost escapes. some very interesting and very use- 
Sadie Thomrs sari Tallulah Bankhead Program credit pretentions would] other kids called him idiot and Chekhov, the star, is an interest- | ful work in the theatre. Wow It 
Rev. Alfred Davidson...... Herbert Ranson | jndicate that ‘Noah’ is an important] hence his nickname of Iddie. ing personality. He's some sort of suddenly appears revived in arf up- ' 
ee on contribution to Broadway. It isn't. Regardless, Iddie is it. He has|relative or descendant of the great| town house and makes a new try 
Inevitable that comparisons be/ Despite a few amusing flashes, @/t 9 Joye both the daughters (there| Russian short story writer and/with another out-of-the-ordinary , 
made to a now sainted theatrical one-word impression of the play is are two sons) and is also told that playwright. That makes him au- piece. Maybe the tempo of the 
satellite, the late Jeanne Eagels, tedium. the orders go for the three matrons. ae aay een, seers time has changed and maybe such I 
¢ ° ee . an? oe Piece played several months in Iddie had been fed with the milk | Personality wit ne first studlo ¢ a group doesn’t belong on Broad- ] 
who created ‘Sadie Thompson. 4 little theatre in Paris. It was pre-| of cows who grazed upon grass|the Moscow Art Theatre about 10] way in the first place. Whichever \ 
may as well be recorded at the be-/| ented in London with Pierre Fres-| grown with nitrogen... Pra figures| years ago. He is much better as a] it is, the current attempt is undis- F: 
ginning that Tallulah 3ankhead’s| nay starred, as in the present pre- | that’s just the kind of man the girls | Stager than as an actor, however. tinguished. : 
‘Sadie’ is somewhat different, albeit | sentation, ‘Noah’ -going on there;} need and they should have nitro- In fact, in ‘Revisor’ he is outplayed Bitter Oleander’ may have been t 
we =F z both in English and French as part| genic children. But there is great | by at least one member of the com-jan effective play in the original. s 
thoroughly competent. If perhaps of repertory. Recently Fresnay ap-| disappointment, for after a few]|pany, P. Pavloy, a heavy-set gent] That is hard to say. Version pre- ( 
falling shy of the original impreS- | peared here in ‘Conversation Piece.’| years it becomes definitely estab- | with an ingratiating smile, two gold | sented by the Neighborhood Play- 
sion in 1922, when Sam H. Harris| which didn’t do so well. He played| lished that Iddie is impotent and]teeth and an Emil Jannings stance. | ers is obviously not an adaptation; 1 
“g ned this saga of evangel-|% part originated by Noel Coward. has become a pain in the neck to| Pavlov is the goods. Even without | it’s a translation. What is prob- t 
Bret Gpenen wae ene  # First night impression of Fres- | everybody. understanding a word of Russian|ab'y poetry in Spain turns out s 
ism, Pluvianism and human frail- nay’s ‘Noah was favorable, but that Pra and Prola know they have |one can get a lot of fun out of/ nothing more than a fancy, wordy v 
ties as confined to the Pago Pago goes not lift the play from its small| failed in the experiment but, as she | Watching and listening to him. horse-opera in New York. € 
Island in the South Seas, it’s still] time resemblance to. ‘The Green| tater says, all plans fail on the un- Sets are old-fashioned and unim- Actually very little plot action. v 
highly effective Pastures.’ ‘Noah’ is the French idea | expected isles. Then comes an an- | portant. Scenery is colorful and in- | Novio is a well to do young peasant i 
pa tea Ne ia of an interesting biblical story. It} gel, a fully grown fellow from the | teresting. in love with Novia,-a pretty but 
Playing Sadie a bit more. .brusque-/| i. po ntasy with plenty left to the| skies, riding the winds with the] Croup is in a big house. the Ma- | mogdy peasant girl. ‘She had pre- a 
ly, Miss Bankhead is at times imagination of the audience because| noise of an airplane motor. By|dJestic, and asks nly $2.20 top. viously been courted by Leonardo, E 
vacillating. The virile waif of the} of production limitations. wireless they know that angels | Hopes to stick four weeks and will} but something happened and that c 
have arrived also in England andj probably be able to get away with] something is never explained. Leo- 9 


. > b ocile , : 
world ceapg anh eeoemare soo 4 , clearing and there called to the other lands. He has come because ]it for that length of time. It will} nardo is now married, has one child 
under the Rev. Davidson’s spiel and : it is judgment day. take that long’ for word to get]and another expected: Novio and 


spell of reformation and repentance. 


animals two by two to embark be- 
fore the big rain, according to the 


The point in the play is the au- 


around that they're not the bona- 


his’ mother call on Novia and her 


Not that Herbert Ranson’s David-| story, In the play there is but one|thor’s probable message — that | fide Moscow Art combo. Kauf. father and a wedding is arranged. 
son isn’t vigerous and. forceful|/animal of each specie—bear, lion, judgment day is not the end of the SS . the = — the oe 
enough to perhaps sway. the sim-| monkey, elephant, cow, tiger, wolf | world but that all those who are not D show n. — is ae 4 1e 
ple emotions of this fugitive from | and lamb—and that saves eight sal- | useful will merely evaporate and THE EL EST visitors. I a me 1e1 PB “ ent 
San Francisco. In truth, his per-| aries. But the humans are in pairs | the world will settle down to seri- Seintes ti; thies. ‘aid adnan ie. Os like that Fete t set ms t at wane 
formance pars the star’s in general| —Noah and his wife, then the three | ous things. Ritz, Feb, | by Sam #H. Grisman: “4 —e « ist vied ae ins 7 . re 
impressiveness, excepting that Miss| youths and three maidens. The angel takes off from the] written by Eugenie Courtright; staged by — ee os re A shi Me “ real 
Bankhead’s sympathetic strumpet| After 40 days and 40 nights in the| parapet and soon afterwards the a Sere Helen Clai huspand and another son. ana us 
is too self-reliant, too unyielding | ark, the others are petulant, suspici-| four children simply disappear— | 7}°° , «ni latala ahi te Damian O'Fivne | wedding, Leonardo is there with 
and too forceful from the start to}ous that all is lost, that Noah is| they did not work enough and were Sve Wileea.......... Semeeme Jechees his wife and all is supposedly well. 
make some of what follows ring|nuts and that land will never be] useless. Word from London tells] Mrs. Trent...... cobesceccees Minnie Dupree | At the last minute, Leonardo gets 
true. reached. But the ark grounds on|of the many thousands who have Nancy Janeway............Nancy Sheridan Novia on the side. It seems their 
Stripped of the histrionic com- | Mt. Ararat and soon the lads and|similarly gone hence—only 50 mem- yeaa save ks ceuses TWEE ab ee love isn’t dead after all. She's just 
ponents, there is no question about lassies pair off. Ham and his mate] bers of the House of Lords are left aie + An on lh ae te Wiehesé Sack married another man but it’s Leo- 
‘Rain’ being dated. Missionaries in| start south to what is now Ethiopia,/and none ever attend the sessions, | Photographer.......-.........-.. Paul Clare | Mardo she loves. So he puts her on 
the Far East have as much a task|Shem and his girl to the east as| while practically the entire medical | Photographer.............Charles Lawrence his horse and off they go. A few 
before them in 1935 as in 1922,]seed for the Malay peoples and] profession disappeared en_ bloc. | Samuelson...... seeeesee-Josoph Greenwald | minutes later the guests at the 
Japhet with his consort to the west | There isn’t much more to the story, Mervin Strong....... .-...James Spottswood party find out and go off to chase 


when the American public was first 








introduced to this saga of sin and| to revive the white race. Body | but plenty more words. “ig the couple. In a forest they find 
salvation in the South Seas, so it|shading of the young men, who Nazimova and Romney Brent top Advance reports were reasonably | the miscreants early the next morn- 
isn’t dated from that viewpoint.| wear little more than loin cloths, | the cast and are featured with Mc- | favorable, which may have counted|ing. The two men, Novio and 
What places an indelible mark on/is one detail well carried out. Kay Morris also important. Shaw's | in the disappointment attending the | Leonardo, set to with knives. Both 
any Broadway re-creation of ‘Rain’ How the human race survived and writing brilliance shines through 3 are killed. Back at home the wom- 

+ races started is ’ Broadway premiere. Hard to figure en all gather together to be sad in 


is the undeniable fact that the mass 
mind has been thoroughly familiar- 
ized with the play in two film ver- 
sions, silent and sound, and that, 
secondarily, the public at large has 
long since become attuned to 
themes of this type. 

It becomes essentially, therefore, 
an academic analysis of histrioni- 
cism. ‘Theatre fans will come pri- 
marily because of an allegiance to 
an estimable memory of a star and 
play which ran two seasons on 


how the various 
r_rhaps the most logical part of 
the play. Its humor, while not 
subtle, does not provoke laughter. 
Despite occasional special music 
and weird dancing, it is a long, 
quiet evening. That particularly 
goes for the third act. 

Long speeches are by Fresnay, 
with his curious make-up and be- 
curled, gray wig. Program credits 
state that Cleon Throckmorton did 
the settings, with the animal cos- 


amuse the average playgoer. 


now and then, but not enough to 
Tbee. 





REVISOR 


(‘Inspector General’) 
(MOSCOW ART PLAYERS) 
Sol Hurok presents Michel Chekhov and 
Moscow Art Players with V. Pavlov in 
Satiric comedy in four acts by Nikolaf 
Gogol; staged by Chekhov; scenery, Youri 
Annenkov; at Majestic, N. Y., as part of 


‘The Eldest’ as diversion. 
Impressed as a weak play, badly 
acted, if not erroneously directed. 


Topic is repellent, that of a woman 
tried twice for the murder of her 
husband, finally acquitted, but im- 
prisoned six years, Her lover is also 
charged with the same crime and, 
too, is acquitted, but is still her il- 
licit consort. 

Perhaps the sanest line in the 


unison about the sins of the world. 
It’s so slow, so actionless, and 
yet so pretty scenically and from a 
costume standpoint that one almost 
gets the impression it’s a film house 
prolog leading up to the bolero. 
The acting, too, is uneven. Two 
professionals, Nance O'Neil and 
Eugenie Leontovitch, head the cast. 
Miss O’Neil, as the mother, is best 
in spite of the monotony of her 
voice and unflagging stiffness of her 


Broadway. The present-generation —— Ld Remo Larmor pa a ments tae cae” on four week engage- play is at the finale when the wom-| performance. Miss Leontovich is 
Bankhead fans, oe ag will a wd ge ea ny Fi Soret MAE .c.ccces Lvesevaessoans eas P. Pavlov | 2" Aurelia Janeway, repeats her| badly miscast. She tries hard to 
have the cinematic formula as a/b ans. sic by OT Tren V. Gretch | declaration of love for Mervin|emote, and looks pretty, but her 
mental background. aad rw —- staged by him and Anna srenr, Cauebtet. .---....M. Krijanowskala | Strong, and the other accused per-| Moscow Art accent doesn’t help 
: ‘ . sithout | Sokolow. School superintendent..........V. Z repli 3 Y 
Fon 5 pt ae = aoe pee my Supporting cast of ‘Noah’ is most- - + Taig nbiasiae a ee N. Tokarskaya pe eg es her too, but — ee ye a ee 
Apart from comparisons, there ly youthful. Doubtless costs little Bobchinsky ...c..... 2.2... 8. Btrenkowake If it was the idea of the author] ing igs foreign, too, to the rest of 
was the additional handicap of] to operate, in line with its indicated | nobchinsky and stager that Aurelia is a psycho-/|the show. It is  calisthenic, ex- 


Ibee. 





sence eeeeeeeeeeeee+M. Rasomov 





following in the role of a de-/| limited appeal. Superitendent of hospitals..B. Krementezky | pathic case, that would explain the | citable ing; rest of the cast 
parted star whom sentiment has et ttereerereesseeecee-A, Zilinsky | actions of the character, but that agg ence yee y= . Louise 
since further accentuated and ele- ‘ His  iectmaatladaae ey hat ae does not enhance its audience ac- | Glover as Leonardo’s wife probably 
vated. Beyond that there was the Simpleton of Unexpected Physician ......,cscccccccceee.Be Alekin | C@Ptance. Evidences of imbecility | actually turns in the best perform- 
element of nervousness attendant to Korobkin ...... tteeeeeeseesss+.-S. Petrov} include entertaining the lover in/ance. She has a lot of stage possi- 
such occasions, and _ particularly Isles Pilet Of PONCe....+00e0e0+4-G. Svoboda| her bedroom despite the hatred | pilities. 

with that very tough ae Policemen ....... eeitemeiceihee. peers which her children express for the} Outstanding are the costumes and 
audience at this particular premiere} Comedy in prolong and two acts presented Merchant ....... pe Naletoff man, whom they believe to have] sets. They're imaginative and 


who, more dressy, expectant and 
show-wise than usual, came not to 


by the Theatre Guild at the Guild theatre 
Feb. 18; written by George Bernard Shaw; 
Nazimova and Romney Brent featured: 







Locksmith’s wife.....seeee...B. Martinova 
Sergeant’s wife... ..ceccsseas.V. Solovieva 
Mishka 





poisoned their father. 
There are three Janeway chil- 


colorful and almost worth looking 
at on their own. The direction is 








Re gay ac htt all staued by Harry Wagstaff Gribble; $3.30 os lina eyioeeaqrenssetet-- ae dren. Pc ye — a a has taken | stilted and uneven, Kauf. 
< " a ee eee a ees eee eee eee eee eens . . E t an mmy, more or quences ee 
ween | Emigration Officer...........Rex O’Malley eo © oo 
la 2 ——. yen ages em UME Skccdsnns adesacetectences Lionel Pape , less of adolescent age. Completing ‘BISHOP’ $7 500 
cera pe ee Aha Young Woman...ss+ee+ +s. Patricia Calvert} Sol Hurok is an impresario with|the family circle is grandma, a 
3 yas a ss Station Master..........Reginald Malcolm g x yhe i y lve Ei 

the customers and Bankhead-Har- | Priest, Pra...... ee eeeeeesees McKay Morris an amazing knack for digging up the — = Ya ae ey —— Walter Connolly’s Film Rep Helps 
ris; whether the present star and | Priestess, Prola...............++: Nazimova |} unusual. Last year he brought to] ° ee . ary. or ee Play in Pitts 

, : i a Lady Tourist...... Viola Roache | ,, act tantrum by Aurelia the old lady . 
oe _y ys their — Charles Farwaters....Lawrence Grossmith | New York the Monte Carlo Ballet expires. Pittsbu b h. Feb. 19 

n instance of this was the salvo | Clergyman..........++-++++. Romney Brent) Russe, which had never been in Mother, with her k sburgh, Feb. 19. 

‘ > ileox WORE T ONO csi cchcceveccsessereness 2 y aoa : is : pagans i 

accorded Emma Wilcox, the very | Janga Leon Janney comes back from the pen and net- Approximately $7,500, fair, for 


obese Ameena, native wife of Joe 
Horn, the trader, who played this 
part in the original cast and whose 
reception almost parred that of the 
star. It was a definite indication 
that they came with their memory 
books. Curiously, Kent Thurber, the 
only other ‘original’ in the cast, was 
unnoticed because his Pvt. Griggs 
assignment is a bit, more or less. 
Cast in toto is more than satis- 
fying save possibly Walter Gilbert’s 
Set. O’Hara, which somehow didn’t 
come up to the original Robert 
Elliott performance. Herbert Ran- 
son’s Davidson is as good as Robert 





Kanchin,..cccccccccsceesss-Franklin Gray 
PERG. cccccocccocccescoccccees Alma Lioyd 
UNE 6 66:6 4.54606-660006060040600405 Rita Vale 
REGGE s ccedccecteccicedescccse Ole Bester 


G. B. Shaw’s new play is more for 
the record and library than for the 
stage. That it will grace the Guild’s 
boards more than the five subscrip- 
tion weeks did not seem likely at 
the premiere performance. 

It has the longest title among 
the Irishman’s plays but curiously 
enough ‘Simpleton’ igs quite com- 
pact, compared to some of Shaw’s 
pieces. That despite the last act, 
which runs more than an hour and 


Monte Carlo and which had nothing 
to do with the ballet russe. Now 


he brings in the Moscow Art Play- 
ers, which have nothing to do with 
either Moscow or art. 

Most of the players in this group 
were at one time actually in Russia 
and some of them really were at 
one time with the Moscow Art The- 
atre. It was a while back, of course; 
outside of Chekhov, the star, none 
in the company has been in Russia 
since 1919. Chekhov is practically 
a modern-day Russian. He’s been 
away from Moscow only a matter 
of 10 years or so. 


tles the youngsters by insisting on 
continuing contact with Strong, al- 
though she has promised to forget 
him. Janet’s engagement with a 
young man is blighted by her 
mother’s notoriety and the _ kid 
takes to drinking. Jimmy rushes 
at Strong when the man comes to 
take Aurelia to a theatre. Realiz- 
ing the only solution is to get 
Strong out of the country, Nancy 
raises some money and offers to 
give it to him if he goes to South 
America indefinitely. Taking half 
the coin, Aurelia and her paramour 
make a getaway. 


‘Bishop Misbehaves’ at the Nixon 
last week, with most of the credit 
for that figure going to the per- 
sonal draw of Walter Connolly, the 
star. Play was presented here un- 
der auspices of ATS, with subscrip- 
tion takings accounting for about 
half that, and remainder a direct 
tribute to Connolly. Downstairs 
was practically empty after the 
opening night, but balcony trade 
was encouraging, filled chiefly with 
film customers to whom Connolly 
has come to mean something in the 
past year. 

Bright outlook for tag end of the 


Kelly's. Ethel Intropidi as the} which is crammed with so many . ~ Nixon season is no more, and looks 
femme _ missionary, spiritually | assorted topics that the polite cus-|_ This company was playing along| Playing the lead 1s Lillian Foster. | like town’s only legit site will limp 


mated and married to the continent 
Rey. Davidson, is an individual 
click. Nicholas Joy’s Dr. McPhail 
is human and intelligent, and Gran- 


tomers welcomed the curtain. 

As usual, Shaw covers a whole 
lot of territory, perhaps more, even, 
in this case, for the script seems to 


peacefully in Prague, Czechoslov- 
akia, when Hurok heard of it and 
decided that what America needed 
was Russian art. Just to make it 


Her Aurelia is a jittery, fluttery 
person. Played differently would 
probably mean little improvement 
because the women is entirely mo- 


badly down the homestretch. Two 
shows, ‘L’Aiglon’ and ‘Merrily We 
Roll Along,’ booked for weeks of 
March 4 and 11, have been can- 


ville Bates as Joe Horn likewise} be a cross country affair. The |S0und a bit better he dug up Chek-|ronic. Nancy, however, is the in-| celled due to poor business on the 
rings the bell. Shavian wisdom fairly spouts from | hov somewhere else (he wasn’t with | telligent, eldest daughter, played| road and there’s nothing at all in 


Set is virtually a duplicate of the 
original, with the incessant rainy 
season beating a realistic staccato 


the mouths of the players at times, 
too much of it to be absorbed from 
a mere recitation. In printed form 





the company a few months ago). 
Then the campaign. And here they 
are in New York. When the real 








well by Nancy Sheridan. 
Somehow, the story is remindful 
of the Snyder-Gray murder case 





sight to substitute. 

Nixon is dark this week, but re- 
lights next Monday (25) with the 
D’Oyly Carte Opera company. Mail 


background to the  surcharged| the material will likely be more ap- | Moscow Art players come over, next | minus the electrocution ending. It 
melodramatic action. preciated. year, they'll be just a little late; | has an atmosphere of trouble and |order sale for Savoyards is tremen- 
Play should get a limited class As with ‘Too True to Be Good,’ |they’ll be a second company. Hurok|is not dramatic enough for the av- | dous, indicating one of biggest ses- 


draw. Abel. 


the author spots his play in the 


wanted them to come this year and 


erage playgoer. Idee. 


sions of the season, 
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Loop Shows Hold Over as Biz Zooms; 


Roberta’ Ups to 1G: L Aiglon’ $13,000 





Chicago, Feb. 19. 

Nothing wrong with legit business 
here these days; about the only 
complaint being heard is that there 
aren’t enough shows to supply the 
demand for tickets. There were only 
three plays going last week and 
all practically capacity. 

Business so good for the Abbey 
Theatre Irish Players that they are 
holding over an additional session 
and look for another walloping 
gross. Laid off last night (Monday) 
and will replace with a matinee on 
Friday (Washington's Birthday). 

Show list rises to five currently 
with the opening of the local pro- 
duction of ‘Sixteen’ on Sunday 
night by Charles K, Freeman and 
last night of the Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner repertoire. Freeman show has 
local society auspices for its first 
week, with a guarantee sufficient to 
get the show going to a flying start. 

‘L’Aiglon’ blew out of town after 
two excellent weeks at the Grand 
and was replaced last night by Ina 
Claire in ‘Ode to Liberty’. 

‘Roberta’ continues packing them 
In at the Erlanger and will stick 
three more weeks to March 4 for a 
splendid nine-week run. Will give 
way on that date to the D’Oyly 
Carte Gilbert and Sullivan players, 
who come in for a fortnight min- 
imum. 

Also in the offing is the third 
date in Chicago for the Monte Carlo 
Ballet Russe at the Auditorium, 
coming in for three days March 8- 
9-10. 

. Estimates for Last Week 

Abbey Theatre Irish Players, 
Harris (1,000; $2.20) (8d week). Will 
call it a stay on Saturday (26), after 
a highly profitable gallop. Last 
week fine $12,000. Holdover of the 
group foreed Cornelia Otis Skinner 
to move to the Selwyn. 

L’Aiglon, Grand (1,200; $2.20). 
Eva LeGallienne play remained for 
its scheduled two weeks and de- 
camped on Saturday (17) after an 
excellent fortnight. Final session 
practically a jam-out on $13,000. 

‘Ode to Liberty,’ Grand (1,200; 
$2.20) (ist week). Ina Claire show 
opened last night (Monday) with 
fine advance for its two-week book- 
ing. 

‘Roberta,’ Erlanger (1,200; $3.30) 
(ith week). Picked up last week 
to $23,000, powerful. Only musical 
in town. Will stick to March 4. 

‘Sixteen,’ Blackstone (1,000; $2.20) 
(ist week). Opened Sunday. Under 
auspices for initial session. Shain- 
del Kalish, who clicked last season 


here in ‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ 
starred. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Selwyn 
(1,000; $2.20) (1st week). Opened 
last night (Monday) with a new 
play, ‘Mansion on the Hudson’, 
added to Miss Skinner's regular 


repertoire of ‘Loves of Charles II’ 
and ‘Empress Eugenie’, 
Other Attractions 

Showboat ‘Dixiana’. New show, 
‘James Boys in Missouri’ getting 
along comfortably. Showboat wait- 
ing out the winter and expects to 
expand into big business again with 


the spring and summer. Will try 
roof-top dancing with balmy 
weather. 


FOLLIES’ SNARES 486 
ON INTERSTATE TIME 


San Antonio, Feb. 19. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ had a nice ten- 
day party in Texas, leaving the 
State Saturday (17) with approxi- 
mately $48,000 from four stops. 

Show played El Paso, San An- 
tonio, Houston and Fort Worth, do- 
ing 10 night shows and three mat- 
inees, all in Interstate houses. The- 
atres took out films when the show 
came along. 

Show plays in Oklahoma, Arkan- 
sas, Tennessee and Kentucky this 
week, 


D'Oyly Carte Gets $24,000 
Out of New Haven Week 


New Haven, Feb. 19. 

D’Oyly Carte Co. closed one of the 
most successful legit stands this 
town has known in years. Brought 
to the Shubert for one week, largely 
through the drag of Prof. Wm. Lyon 
Phelps, it was a case of try and get 
& seat for any of the eight perform- 
ances. Draw included patrons from 
cities throughout the state, and a 
box-office check-up registered ap- 








Proximately $24,000 for the week, 
big money here at $2.75 top. Troupe 
Could easily have stayed another | 
week or more, which would have 
made legit history. Engagement 
drew editorial as well as crictical 
comment. 

Present route of attraction is 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Chicago, 





Detroit, Toronto, Montreal and back 
9 England, due to sail May 3. 








TWO QUIT FRISCO 


Whiteside, $5,800 and ‘Merrily’ $9,000 
Both Weak 








San Francisco, Feb. 19. 

Two shows folded up Saturday in 
Frisco, ‘Merrily We Roll Along’ at 
the Curran and ‘Master of Bal- 
lantree’ at the Columbia, leaving 
stock at Alcazar in full possession 
of the legit fleld. Nothing in sight 
at the other houses until the Abbey 
Irish Players reach there on March 
18. 

Walker Whiteside, generally a 
favorite here, did less than average 
business, and ‘Merrily’ with a big 
nut, was lots of disappointment at 
the boxoffice, too. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Alcazar (Carter and Bindeson)— 
‘Behold the SBridgegroom.’ Per- 
manent stock company doing fair 
business at dollar top, with policy 
of changing shows every two weeks. 

Last week’s take around $4,000. 
Columbia (Erlanger)—'Master of 
Ballantree’ disappointing at $5,800. 
Curran (Curran)—‘Merrily We 
Roll Along’ lucky to hit nut in third 

and closing week with $9,000. 


Miracle’s’ $5,000 
In H'wood Weak; 
‘Pop Out, Trio In 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

‘Small Miracle’ is doing just so- 
so at the El Capitan, despite a pre- 
tentious production given it by 
Henry Duffy. Second week of the 
Norman Krasna play, with Joseph 
Spurin-Calliea and two others of 
the New York company in the cast, 
garnered around $5,000, only fair. 

Only other legit in town function- 
ing last week was ‘Pop Goes the 
Weasel’ at the Mayan, where, with 
the aid of service charge passes, it 
managed to glean around $1,800, to 
exit. 

Three legits got into action here 
last night. ‘Merrily We Roll Along,’ 
produced for the Coast by Homer 
Curran, debutted at the Belasco 
after five healthy weeks in San 
Francisco. At the Biltmore Walker 
Whiteside is back in his old stand- 
by, ‘Master of Ballantree,’ and the 
Scottish Players started a week's 
run at the Philharmonic Audi- 
torium. 


NO SHOWS LAST WEEK, 
BUT BALTO HAS 3 NOW 


Baltimore, Feb. 19. 
No legit last week. The indie 
Maryland had the N. Y. Civic Opera 
Company for a session at a $1.50 top 
and came out plenty happy at just 
under $6,500. Crix termed the group 
the best operatic aggregation to 
tonsil on Balto boards, aside from 
the Met, in years. Notices largely 
helped to nudge up the grosses. 
Currently is the most active week 
of the season here. Ford's has 
‘Hollywood Holiday,’ which opened 
last night (Monday) at $2.75 high. 
Nice advance. The Maryland, at 
$2.20 top, is holding forth with 
‘Green Pastures’; in for last night 
and two performances teday (Tues- 
day). Complete sell-out for all three 
showings. Up at Lehman’s Hall, a 
quasi-amateur stock troupe is debu- 
ting ‘Sailor Beware’ at $1 top to- 
night. Plenty of interest in the 
project being evidenced by the 
townsfolk, and the group may make 
a go of it for a couple of weeks. 
Many Baltimoreans are commut- 
ing over to Washington this week 
to squint at the D’Oyly Carte com- 
pany. Copious comment has been 
made of the engagement at the Na- 
tional, in the Capital, and since this 
is a rabid Gilbert & Sullivan burg, 
which has been passed up by the 
troupe’s bookings, localities have 
decided to travel to the mountain. 
Not much definitely dated for the 
future here. Cancellation of ‘Mer- 
rily We Roll Along,’ which shrouded 
last week in Philly, leaves Ford’s 
facing a blank stanza next week. 
The UBO site has nothing beyond, 
definitely, save ‘L’Aiglon,’ inked in 
for four performances in three days, 
March 11-18. Iliandful of shows now 











en tour are promised, but definite | ; 


dates haven’t been assigned ’em for 
engagements here. 


The Maryland, indie house, hasn't } 
a thing fa the future. Leonard 
McLaughlin general-manager and 
self-booker of house, hikes to New 


York tomorrow (Wednesday) for a 
look-around among the rehearsing 
shows and forthcoming productions. 


‘WILDERNESS’ $9,800 


4 Shows in Cincy Okay; Legit Map 
Changes 








Cincinnati, Feb. 19. 

‘Ah, Wilderness’ grossed approxi- 
mately $9,800 on four performances 
at the Shubert last half of last week. 
Top was $2.20. Upstairs jammed 
every show. 

Theatre does its season’s swan 
song with legit last half of this 
week, presenting ‘L’Aiglon’ at $2.20 
top. RKO leased the house for pop 
stage and screen combo starting 
March 1. Future dramatic shows 
will go to the Cox and musicals to 
the Taft auditorium in the Masonic 
temple. Cox, dark for more than 
a year, had several unsuccessful 
tries with stock companies since 
1925, 


Boston Legit Busy; 
Dodsw th $15,000, 
Distaff Side’ $9,000 


Boston, Feb. 19. 

Walter Huston in ‘Dodsworth’ 
distinguished himself in opening 
stanza as the town’s best b.o. show 
last week. Close to $15,000. Bos- 
tonians like Huston and his vehicle. 

‘Distaff Side,’ starring Sybil 
Thorndike, proved « bit tame for 
Boston legitters and second week 
garnered about the same as opener, 
$9,000. 

‘First Legion’ is here to stay for 
a while, transfering Monday (18) to 
Shubert Boston Opera House at pop 
prices. Fourth week at Plymouth 
at $2.50 top pocketed a nice $11,000. 

Dennis King opened in ‘Petticoat 
Fever’ at the Plymouth Monday (18) 
and will do matinees on Friday and 
Saturday this week. Sanie matinee 
schedule for ‘Deluxe,’ a new play, 
opening at the Shubert tonight (19). 
Cast includes Violet Heming, Mel- 
vyn Douglas, Ann Andrews, Blanche 
Ring, Cora Witherspoon, and Elsa 
Maxwell, latter in her stage debut. 

March 4 brings Bebe Daniels, Ben 
Lyon and Skeets Gallagher to the 
Shubert in ‘Hollywood Party’; and 
Ina Claire opens at the Plymouth 
in ‘Ode to Liberty’ March 18. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Dodsworth’ (Colonial, 1st week). 
Huston clicking in this episodic 
piece and appeals to Hub playgoers. 
Heavy publicity on kusband-wife 
angle associated with Huston and 
Ann Sunderland in cast. Close to 
$15,000. 

‘First Legion’ (Plymouth, 4th 
week). Bert Lytell and company 
take the Jesuit play to the Opera 
house at $1 top this week. Closing 
week at the downtown house a 
healthy $11,000. 

‘The Distaff Side’ (Shubert, 2d 
week). Dame £vbil Thorndike, al- 
though tremendous off-stage as a 
salon and lecture platform attrac- 
tion, drew no more than a comfort- 
able $9,000 in the second and closing 
week of ‘Distaff’ here. Well-acted, 
but lacked ‘what it takes.’ 








LEGETEMATE. 





Holiday Aids Biz; 


Although current week has new 
show possibilities, Broadway ap- 
pears more interested in next week’s 


revival of ‘The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street’ and the return of ‘The Green 
Pastures,’ marking its fifth year, 
than in the new entrants. 

Last week’s arrivals had a slight 
edge over the previous week's pre- 
mieres (all four of which flopped), 
but that means little. ‘Rain’ was 
rather disappointing, and business 
just fair, revival getting around $7,- 
500 the first seven times. ‘Bitter 
Oleander’ was panned, drawing less 
than $5,000 at the Lyceum; ‘The 
Eldest,’ Ritz, and ‘Noah,’ Longacre, 
are also doubtful, despite some high 
praise accorded the acting in the 
latter play. 


. Season reaches a climax this week 
with Washington's Birthday (22). 
Last week, too, saw a rise in the 
business of the leaders, helped by 
Lincoln's Birthday. ‘Petrified For- 
est’ got $24,000 with an added mati- 
nee; ‘Three Men on a Horse’ 
climbed among the leaders with 
$15,500, also in nine performances, 
and an extra show sent ‘Personal 
Appearance’ to $16,500. ‘Escape Me 
Never’ held around the $20,000 mark 
without an added afternoon, but 
‘Point Valaine’ dropped to $14,000. 
‘The Great Waltz’ had its best 
week since the holidays, with a 
gross of $36,000; ‘Anything Goes,’ 
the real musical leader, topped $34,- 
000; ‘Thumbs Up’ was up with $27,- 
000, while ‘Life Begins at 8:40’ was 


comparatively moderate with 
$20,000.. 
‘Juliet’ (Katharine Cornell) is 


ending up to capacity this week, it 
also being the final for ‘Within the 
Gates.” ‘Ode to Liberty,’ Little; 
‘Field of Ermine,’ Mansfield, and 
‘It’s You I Want,’ Cort, were with- 
drawn Saturday (16). 

In addition to ‘Barretts’ at the 
Martin Beck, and ‘Pastures,’ 44th 
Street, next week will also get 
‘Times Have Changed,’ touted fa- 
vorably in Philadelphia. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Accent on Youth,’ Plymouth (9th 
week) (C-1,036-$3.30). At $12,500 
best gross to date registered last 
week; extra matinee (Lincoln's 
Birthday) helped. 4 

Anything Goes,’ Alvin (14th week) 
(M-1,325-$4.40). Although no extra 
performance last week holiday 
matinee with raised scale sent gross 
over $34,000. 

‘Awake and Sing,’ Belasco (ist 
week) (D-1,000;$2.75). Presented by 
the Group Theatre; written by Clif- 
ford Odets; opened Tuesday (19). 

‘Bitter Oleander,’ Lyceum (2d 
week) (D-957-$3.30). Adverse press, 
but business picked up at week- 
end; gross slightly under $5,000. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (14th 
week) (C-922-$4.40). Unusual drama 
commanding excellent attendance; 
last week, with added matinee tak- 
ings, topped $13,000. 

‘Cross Ruff,” Masque (1st week) 





(C-789-$3.30). Presented by Telos 





Philly Gives ‘Mary Fine $20,000: 
$13,000 for ‘Merrily’ Not Enough 





Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 

Philly, after treating its legit 
bookings ususually well for some 
time, fell from grace last week. 

‘Merrily We Roll Along’ was the 
chief victim and folded its tour 
Saturday night, cancelling its sec- 
ond scheduled week at the Chest- 
nut. At that, business was not so 
bad, with between $12,000 and $13,- 
000 reported. But that wasn't 
enough for the heavy production. 
Critics were nearly all highly 
laudatory, but several expressed 
surprise that Sam Harris had ever 
thought of touring this strictly 
‘Broadway type’ of show. Audiences, 
after the opening night here, were 
far from enthusiastic. 

‘Cross Ruff,’ comedy try-out at 
the Walnut, got mixed notices, none 
of them very bad, but no biz. Gross 
on week was around $1,000 and no- 
body wondered when Producer De- 
los Chappell decided to cancel his 
second week. Especially since the 





;at the Forrest, 


show was mechanically ready for 
New York. 

‘Mrs. Moonlight’ did relatively 
the best of the three newcomers, 


although, because of scale and 40% 
pass-tax system, gross Was neces- 


sarily less than ‘Merrily’s.’ Got 
| $6,500 in first week at the Broad 
nd held over, with a possibility of 
'a third stanza. 
‘Mary of Scotland’ still got the 


In its second week 
this Guild show hit 


biz of the town. 


over $20,000, being held down by 
fact that Philadelphia Forum had 
house for first two nights at a re- 
duced scale. ‘Mary’ ought to get 


nearer $25,000 in this, Its third and 





final week, although b. o. sale has 
fallen off considerably, probably 
because people think it is impos- 
sible to get seats. Delay in an- 
nouncigg third week is believed by 
some to have been 2 real mistake. 

This week’s only newcomer is 
‘Times Have Changed,’ another try- 


out. It’s at the Garrick for a single 
week. Next week also finds a sin- 
gle entrant, ‘The Distaff Side,’ at 


the Chestnut. English offering is 
also here for a week only. On 
March 4, ‘Ode to Liberty’ comes to 
the Chestnut and on March 18 same 
house is scheduled to get ‘Holly- 
wood Holiday’ with Bebe Daniels 
and Ben Lyon. ‘Shining Hour’ is 
the next booking at the Broad, with 
date uncertain. ‘Life Begins at 
8:40’ is to come to the Forrest, but 
no date mentioned. 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Merrily We Roll Along’ (Chest- 





nut). Engagement scheduled for 
two weeks cut in half when show 
folded tour. Under $13,000—good 
money ordinarily but spelNing red 
for this one. ‘Distaff Side’ next 
Monday. 

‘Mrs. Moonlight’ (Broad, Ist 
week). Nice notices and some 
real interest shown in this oft- 
promised show; $6,500 and holds. 

‘Cross Ruff’ (Walnut). Engage- 
ment also cut in half. Not over 
$1,000 in single week, despite fairly 
good notices. 

‘Mary of Scotland’ (Forrest, 2d 
week). Beat $20,000, although For- 
um’s occupancy of house two nights | 
held down possible gross. That | 
was close to capacity. One more | © 


week, 


2 Revivals Drawing Bway s Attention; 
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‘Horse’ Hits $15,500 


Chappell; written by Noel Taylor; 
opened Tuesday. 

‘Distant Shore,’ 
week) (D-961-$3.30). Presented by 
Dwight Deere Wiman; wWritten by 
Donald Blackwell and Theodore St. 
John; opens Thursday (21). 

‘Escape Me Never,’ Shubert (ith 
week) (CD-1,387-$4.40). Holds 
around $20,000 mark weekly; slated 
for 12 weeks*and should easily fill 
that date. 

‘Field of Ermine,” Mansfield. With- 
drawn Saturday (16); played one 
week and two nights. 

‘Fly Away Home,’ 48th St. (6th 
week) (C-969-$3.30). May stay for 
while. to modest grosses; . around 
$5,000; costs little to operate. 

‘It’s You | Want,’ Cort. Taken off 
Saturday after playing two weeks. 

‘Laburnum Grove.’ Booth (6th 
week) (CD-708-$3.30). Plugging has 
not improved gross enough; Eng- 
lish comedy around $5,000 last 
week. 

‘Life Begins at 8:40,’ Winter Gar- 
den (26th week) (R-1,489-$4.40). 
Business this week will determine 
whether revue will stick much 
longer; around $20,000, but not 
enough; well out of red on run, 
however. 

‘Old Maid,’ Empire (7th week) 
(CD-1,096-$3.30). Figured to last 
through balance of season; with ex- 
tra matinee gross went to $13,000 
mark. 

‘Noah,’ Longacre (2d week) (D- 
1,019-$3.30). Drew rather good 
press, with some exceptions but 
business chances doubtful; opened 
mid-week. 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Miller (19th 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Holds to 
virtual capacity; extra matinee sent 
comedy leader over $16,500 mark. 

‘Point Valaine,’ Barrymore (6th 
week) (CD-1,090-$3.85). Dropped 
from early pace, just managed to ap- 
proximate $14,000 in nine perform- 
ances. 

‘Post Road,’ Ambassador 
week) (C-1,156-$3.30). Moved here 
from Masque; around: $5,000, with 
cut rate aid} Monday night out and 
Friday matinee (Washington's 
Birthday) added. 

‘Rain From Heaven,’ Golden (9th 
week) (CD-950-$3.30). Moderate 
coin comedy; paced around $10,000; 
figured to stick through snrinc. 

‘Revenge With Music’, New Am- 
stedam (llth week) (0-1,717-; 5.30) 
—Around $16,000 last week, im- 
provement coming on holiday eve; 
okay for hard luck muscal. 

‘Simpleton of Unexpected Isles’, 
Guild (1st week) (CD-914-$3.30)— 
Presented by Theatre Guild; written 
by George Bernard Shaw; opened 
Monday. 

‘The Bishop Misbehaves’, Cort (1st 
week) (C-1,054-$2.75)—Presented by 
John Golden; written™by Frederick 
Jackson; opens tonight. 

‘The Eldest’, Ritz (2nd week) (D- 
918-$3.30)—Drew unfavorable com- 
ment from second stringers; first 
week light; estimated under $4,000. 

‘The Great Waltz’, Center (22nd 
week) (O-3,433-$3.30)—Picked up 
smartly early last weék, with holi- 
day eve credited; around $36,000. 

‘The Petrified Forest’, Broadhurst 
(7th week) (D-1,M6-$3.30)—AIl- 
though agencies reported ticket de- 
mand off, dramatic leader was close 
to $24,000 in nine performances. 

‘Three Men on a Horse’, Playhouse 
(4th week) (C-869-$3.30)—Jumped 
to $15,550 last week» all perform- 
ances except midweek matinee vir- 
tual capacity. 

‘Thumbs Up’, St. James (9th 
week) (R-1,520-$4.40)—Strong ticket 
call for latter part of“week; around 


Morosco (ist 


(11th 


$27,000 quoted; about best figure 
since opening. 

‘Tobacco Road’, Forrest (63rd 
week) (C-1,107-$3.30)—Still indef- 


inite; hooked up t68 operate profit- 
ably at modest grosses; around 
$5,000. 

‘Within the Gates’, National (re- 
peat date) (20th week) (D-1,164- 
$3.30)—Final week of return en- 
gagement; around $7,000 with cut 
rates; will not tour. 

Other Attractions 

‘Rain’, Music Box; drew mixed 
reviews; revival. picked up some- 
what at week-end; around $7,500. 

Katharine Cornell’s ‘Juliet’, Mar- 
tin Beck; final week; ‘The Barretts 


of .Wimpole Street’, revived next 
week, 

‘Sailors of Cattaro’, Civic Rep 
theatre; another week to go, then 
Fe Kovarsky’, first called ‘The 
it 


‘No More Ladies’, Park (Cosmo- 
politan); revival policy at Columbus 
Circle house starts Thursday (21). 
‘Moscow Art Players’, Majestic; 
opened Saturday 


Cohan, $4,000, Ind’polis 
ialtaaeemalie Feb. 19 
Cohan, who cut an 


booking at the 


per- 


original three day 


down to two 





played to packed 
} . ‘Ah. VW il lé Pe 
ness. Left town with an approxi- 
Y 


£) OSs, near house 


wo errr eewnet oe 


haath diiamnealiane niet tae ani meen dane 


one sr 
ad me , 
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Times Have Changed 


Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 
Drama adapted } Louis Bromfield from | 
French by Edouard Bourdet and presented | 
by Edward Rolbein at Garrick, Philadel 
phia, Feb, 18 


Very decidedly among the sea- 
» notable theatrical events 


gs0n'Ss 1 
is the p entation of ‘Times Have 
Changed,’ a play adapted by Louis 
Bromfield, the novelist. from the 
French of Educard Bourdet, dis- 
tinguished dramatist and author of 


‘The Captive.’ 
Philadelphia never saw ‘The Cap- 


tive,’ but many in last night's audi- 
ence appeared to get as great a 
shock out of this new piece as many 
playgeers got from the borderline 
theme oi the earlier work. ‘Times 
Have Changed,’ however, is not 


tragedy in the sense that “The Cap- 


tive’ was and, although it ends with 
a suicide, there is much of it that 
is agreeable, almost gay, comedy. 


Where the shock c:.me was in the 
presentation by the dramatist of a 
marrieave of a sweet, healthy, nor- 
girl to a scion of wealth 


mah youn 4 ‘ 
who, if he is not exactly an idiot, 
is at least a half-wit. First appear- 


ance of this stuttering, shambling- 


paced boy caused some of the 
squeamish to murmur, but when, 
at the end of the second act, his 
suit for the hand of Marianne, the 


gay and hoydenish heroine of the 
piece, is accepted, hesitantly, by 
her parents but eagerly by herself, 
there were increased murmurs. 

It was when the curtain went up 
on the last act, however, that the 
real shock came to those who 
found the theme jolting. It is a 
darkened, luxurious bedroom in the 
home of the rich man of 22 who has 
been compared by his’ doting 
mother to a boy of 10. It is im- 
mediately seen that the marriage 
has gone through and one realizes, 
at once, that Marianne is lying 
there in hysterical dread of her 
crazed spouse, who is pounding on 
the door and crying out disjointed, 
horrible words of love. 

She has become the passion of 
his life and this new, sensual side 
of his nature has accentuated his 
mental deficiencies. She lets him 
in, on his promise to behave, but 
he cannot. She calls her maid and, 
together, they trick him into leav- 
ing. only to have him pound more 
violently on the locked door and 
demand his wife. 

When, just as the girl and the 
audience both think he has gone 
away, he enters by another door. 
‘Times Have Changed’ reaches a 
scene of terrific dramatic (or rather 
melodramatic) power. Any number 
of brutal scenes could have fol- 
lowed, but the playwright chooses 
rather to return to another anvle 
of his theme. Marianne has mar- 
ried the wrecked rich man’s son 
for money and that alone, and at 
the moment of their harrowing 
struggle in the darkened bedroom 
comes the information that all his 
wealth has been swe 't away. 

In the scenes that follow, Mari- 
anne is making plans to earn her 
own livelihood and her husband, 
hearing her and agonized at the 
thought of her leaving him, goes 
into an adjoining room to kill him- 
self. 

sromiield has moved the scene of 
Bourdet’s play from France to New 
England and New York. His adap- 
tation is a masterful and striking 
piece of work, but there is a ques- 
tion as to whether the central theme 
—the money marriage and its dis- 


tasteful side issue of insanity— 
would not have been more believ- 
able in the original locale. There 


is a question, too, whether a more 
indeterminate ending would _ not 
have been preferable to the pistol 
shot which is often a subject for 
sophisticated chuckles over here; 
certainly the other would have been 
in no sense a happy ending inas- 
much as it is obvious that the boy, 
especially under the influence of his 
hopeless passion, will soon be in an 
institution. 

However, Bromfield deserves many 
laurel wreaths. One for the way he 
trimmed a four-act play into three 
and elided the first, undoubtedly 
very talky, into scene 1, which was 
followed in scene 2, so blithesome and 
light hearted that it brought the 
first act curtain down on a high 
note. 

‘Times Have Changed’ is one of 
those family plays with involved 
and numerous relationships: the 


Plays Out 


PEGETEMATE 


but with some trimming it will 
make its introductions and set its 
characters in highly creditable fash- 
lon, 

Outside of the money marriage 
theme, ‘Times Have Changed’ treats 
of the larger aspect of the crash of 
fortunes in America’s recent depres- 
sion. It also treats with no gentle 
hands of the unpleasanter side of 
our so-called aristocracy. The pent- 
lands of this play include a crazy 
woman (never seen), drunkards, 
cheaters, spongers, entire ruthless 
and heartless self-seekers. Only 
Marianne and her family and the 
old grandmother are shown with 
any degree of sympathy. 

One of the finest casts of the year 
helps make ‘Times Have Changed’ 
the interesting evening it is. Cissy 
Loftus is superb as the old grand- 
mother—a role different than those 
she has been playing of late, but 
which she plays just as effectively. 
Moffat Johnston as Marianne’s 
father and Elena Miramova as 
Marianne come as near dominating 
the play as anybody can in a piece 
that contafns many big roles. John- 
ston’s performance is a marvel of 
naturalness: Miss Miramova, hith- 
erto seen in New York only in a re- 
lief role (Leontovitch’s in ‘Grand 
Hotel’), should score a decided sen- 
sation. 

Robert Loraine is admirable as a 
bloodless financier and last night’s 
audience gave an actual ovation to 
Eric Wollencott, who plays well the 
role of the half-wit. Mary Sargent, 
formerly of this city, was both au- 
thoritative and charming as_ the 
boy’s mother, a character that wins 
sympathy at the end despite her 
previous callousness. Fania Mari- 
noff gives her usual good account of 
herself and Owen Davis, Jr., is 
especially good in a part that, some- 


how, should have meant more at 
the end, 
The three settings by Stewart 


Chaney are unusually effective and 
the changes were quick and flawless, 
Auriol Lee’s direction was, on the 
whole, satisfactory. 

Theodore Rolbein, the producer, 
has a potential hit if some changes 
are made in the beginning and end, 
and if the marriage theme is not 
abhorrent to the rank and file of 
theatrgoers, Waters, 


Hollywood Holiday 


Del., Feb. 19. 
Comedy by Kay Kenny and Douglas 
Gilmore’ starring Bebe Daniels, Ben 
Lyon and Skeets Gallagher; staged by 
Thomas Mitchell; set, Donald Oenslager. 
Presented by Mayfair Productions, Inc., 
at the Playhouse, Wilmington, Feb. 15, 
v7. 


Wilmington, 


Judith Fahnstock........ Claire Carleton 





Jofiry Crane..cceccs ‘ened wate Ben Lyon 
i are eseee- Skeets Gallagher 
SOMES PRIUS. cccescesess Bebe Daniels 
Ce VIMOORR 6c ce cweces Douglas Gilmore 
Flsa Raymond.....-....:s-:; Kathryn Givney 
Rossiter Rumplemayer.Louis Jean Heydt 
Mortimer Silverman...... Norman Stuart 
PETE s 0:00. 60% 6000-0:0000% Charles Scott 
PRO, 60004 00 00800 William Leon 
TP MOCORUGDMOR s 006cscnacccrcectss Sy Miller 
eee William McEllhenney 

This custom-made farce is a 


cross between Oliver Hardy and 
Noel Coward. Plenty of horseplay 
for the sticks, but horsepower for 
Broadway is lacking. With Bebe 
Daniels, Ben Lyon and Skeets Gal- 
lagher as draws, it should do busi- 
ness in quarters where  play- 
wrights don’t count. 

These three, admirably supported 
all around, handle the chatter as 
well as possible. Plot is the least 
important thing about the play. It 
serves merely as an excuse for a 


concatenation of gags. 
Unity is lacking. Play skates 


along on the ‘Private Lives’ brand 
of suavity, then suddenly collapses 
into old full-bodied slapstick, only 
to get back in the smoothy vein a 
moment or so later. All the time- 
proven schemes for invoking belly- 
laughs are put to good use. Skeets 
Gallagher even takes off his pants 
once, 

After a laborious first act puts 
down the planking, the laughs are 
dumped on. Then Miss Daniels and 
Lyon actually get them rolling in 
the aisles for a while with sequences 
in which they depict the clash of 
artistic temperament as it is sup- 
posed to beset picture stars in 
married life. 

Jeffry and Sandra (Bebe and 
Ben) have been making a personal 
appearance tour while Gary Vincent 
(Gilmore) does a book on their 





first scene is still a little cloudy on 
some of them, and a little verbose, 


happy married life. In New York, 
Jeffry runs afoul of Judith Fahn- 
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stock, a debutante so dumb she be- 
lieves in screen tests. 

The demon tabloids get busy on 
this set-up just as Jeffry, in his 
heaviest swelter of screen popu- 
larity, is about to have his contract 
renewed. With a true woman's in- 
stinct, Sandra knows what is com- 
ing, but Jeffry doesn't listen. He is 
plenty dumb, The true woman's in- 
stinct tells Sandra there is a 
morality clause and she is right. 
Silverman cancels the contract. 

Jeffry’s butler (Gallagher) is an 
old friend of the family from back 
home in Iowa. He is not a butler 
at heart so he joins in the conversa- 
tion whenever he wants, and even 
takes a chain Also he wants to 
play in pictures. There’s that one 
about him having the yen ever since 
he played in the ‘Four Horsemen,’ 
He is always dressing up in one 
costume or another. As a French 
general he convinces Silverman’s 
son he is over to grab up Jeffry 
for a Parisian producer. This works 
and that’s the tip-off on what kind 
of play it is. 

Young Silverman, played by 
Norman Stuart, is pretty funny as 
the Jewish producer just back from 
London with the wreck of an Eng- 
lish accent. 

Before the butler gets down to 
business, however, Sandra has de- 
cided to find herself a counter-ir- 
ritant to Jeffry’s debutante. She 
picks a chemist who is bent on re- 
forming pictures. Louis Jean Heydt 
provides some splendid comedy in 
this role. Before anything much 
happens along this line, Sandra gets 
really washed up and decides to go 
back to Hollywood, but is deterred 
by news of the contract cancella- 
tion. 

There are several tentative jabs 
at satire on such things as the 
egotism and dumbness of picture 
stars and producers, but it all re- 
solves into a simple illustration of 
the moral: Don't go Hollywood and 
don’t high-hat your producer, 
Miss Daniels gets by with a new 
song, ‘Dream Shadows,’ which 
could click. She plays her own 
piano accompaniment. Her gowns 
are a big item. The two winners 
were a redingote dress and a grey 
chiffon arrangement with an Eton 
effect. Entrancing stuff. 
Oenslager’s single set, a hotel 
suite, is worth the price of ad- 
mission. It’s bright and modern 
with unconventional touches, like 
stairs at the right. 

Both Miss Daniels and Lyon 
played rather impressively. He got 
into trouble occasionally by trying 
to put too much oil into the gags 
and the effect was kind of forced 
in these spots. Gallagher, with his 
weary winsomeness, was good but 
out of place in many _§ scenes. 
Kathryn Givney, as Sandra’s friend, 
was poised and salty. Both she and 
Claire Carleton, as the dumb de- 
butante, did full justice to a scat- 
tering of snappy lines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyon were ad- 
mittedly scared stiff, so Skeets 
handled a brief curtain speech. 
Show moves from here to Balti- 
more, then to Boston. Nothing de- 
finite for New York. Curtin, 


MAGIC SPRING 


Albany, Feb. 19. 
Love, hate and sewers are mingled 
in this play by Donald Blackwell 
and Theodore St. John, which was 


given a one night try-out at the 
Bard theatre of Bard college at 


Annandale-on-the-Hudson. Film 
scouts, New York critics and pro- 
ducers witnessed this presentation 
sponsored by the college for its 
dramatie studenis and with a cast 
composed of them and several pro- 
fessionals. 

Dwight Deere Wiman, New York 
producer, assisted in staging the 
show, as he considered it as a suc- 
cessor to ‘The Distant Shore,’ which 
he is opening Thursday (21) in New 
York. 

The Bard college dramatic class 
is taught by Harvey Fite. 

‘The Magic Sprine’ is a weird 
story of the mad devotion of a 
M. Chivester for his 200-year-old 
home in an English town. He has 
spent his entire life defending it 
against progress. His two wives 
have died lonely deaths after being 
held virtual prisoners. He has two 
daughters, Emily and Lillian, who 
seem caught in the same web of 
fate and hate. One is ill and the 
other an invalid. 

Into the town comes Christopher 
Honeythorne, young architect, who 
discovers the sisters’ lives to 
a modern drainage system. /— 
raged at the architect's interest, ic 
mean old Chivester throws Emily 
out of his home after she tells him 
she is to marry Honeythorne. Be- 
coming aware that a mere kiss was 
not a proposal, she hides her shame 
by disappearing. Overcome with 
anxiety, Lillian, for the first time 
in her life leaves her room to hunt 
her sister. She retu.s with her 
late the same night -° 4 dies as she 
is entreating Emi! to flee from 
their father. 

Oblivious to the fact that her 
father is becoming dangerously in- 
sane, Emily helps him in legal 
battles to block installation of the 
up-to-date drainage system. De- 
feated, he dies the night after work 
is begun. Emily thereupon gives 
Honeythorne the gate and accepts 
the love of her father’s young at- 
torney. 

Character of the mad father is 
overdone. He indicates there is a 





(Continued on page 57) 


4th National Theatre 
Conference at Yale 


New Haven, Feb, 19. 

Yale Drama Department, headed 
by Dean E. V. Meeks and Chairman 
Allardyce Nicoll, plays host to Na- 
tional Theatre Conference this weck 
(22-23) at the Yale theatre. It’s the 
fourth annual meeting of this group 
and program inciudes speakers from 
professional, amaeur, experimental 
and university theatres throughout 
the country. 

Tentative schedule includes talks 

on lighting by Stanley R. McCan- 
dless, sound reproduction by Har- 
old Burris-Meyer, playwrighting by 
Walter Prichard Eaton and Albert 
Maltz, direction by Thomas Wood 
Stevens, college theatre by Prof. 
A. M. Drummond, community play- 
house by Frederic McConnell and 
‘From Student Into Professional’ by 
Lee Simonson. 
Tributes to the late Prof. George 
Pierce Baker will be delivered by 
John Mason Brown and Sidney 
Howard and the conference will 
close Saturday with a production 
of ‘This Fallow Ground’ by Arnold 
Sundgaard, given by Yale Drama 
Dept. and directed by Alexander 
Dean. 


Five More Exit 


Five attractions are on the exit- 
ing list, three having closed Sat- 
urday (16) and two stopping this 
week-end. Closing of ‘Field of Er- 
mine’ and ‘It’s You I Want’ took 
out all four shows which opened 
the week of Feb. 4. 

Katharine Cornell will end an en- 
gagement of nine and one-half 
weeks in ‘Julfet’ at the Martin Beck 
to record grosses for that classic 
but the star revives ‘The Barretts 
of Wimpole Street’ on Monday at 
the same house. 

‘Within the Gates’ will finally 
terminate at the National after a 
total Broadway date of 20 weeks. 
Drama tried the road but upon 
being barred trom Boston returned 
to the National, this portion of the 
date being supported by a cut rate 
deal. 

‘Ode to Liberty’ went to the road 
from the Little after playing nine 
weeks to moderate grosses. Play 
opened at the Lyceum, moving to 
make way for another show (‘Bat- 
tleship Gertie’) which quickly 
flopped. 








‘ODE TO LIBERTY’ 


Opened Dec. 21. Five first- 
stringers were agin’ it, but po- 
litely so, while two no-opin 
ioned the play’s chances and 
the remaining two gave it 
moderate grace. Anderson 
(Journal) was on the credit 
side of ledger with ‘a vivacious 
and pleasant’ session,’ but 
Brown (Post) called it ‘an only 
fairly agreeable bore.’ All, 
however, praised Ina Claire's 
performance. 

‘Variety’ (Ibee) said: 
erate engagement.’ 


*‘Mod- 











‘It’s You I Want’ was withdrawn 
from the Cort after two weeks. 
Farce was considered out-moded. 





IT’S YOU | WANT’ 

Opened Feb. 5. Play judges 
were almost unanimous in 
dubbing this too old-fashioned 
for modern consumption. Those 
who didn’t take cognizance of 
its vintage, panned it along 
with the rest, however. And- 
erson (Journal), in saying it’s 
‘the same old French farce,’ 
expressed the opinions. 

‘Variety’ (lIbee) predicted 
‘brief stay.’ 











‘Field of Ermine’ stopped at the 
Mansfield. Drama from the Span- 


., ish played one week and two days, 
further endangered by the lac’ ct! oT y 


going into the red for plenty on 


' production, 





‘FIELD OF ERMINE’ 

Opened Feb. 8 ‘A _ plush- 
lined bore,’ said Gabriel (Amer- 
ican), and the other first- 
stringers agreed. Anderson 
(Journal) declared it ‘is pretty 
blank.’ 

‘Variety (Ibee) said: 
quiet and uneventful.’ 


‘Too 











Duffy with Baker 


Boston, Feb. 19. 
Al Duffy, press agent for Shubert 
theatres in Boston for the past five 
years, has resigned his position here 





to become personal manager for 
Phil Baker. Goes into effect 
March 2, 


Dixon and Morgan Tour 
Smart Set Revue in West 


Hollywood, Feb, 19 

Henry E. Dixon and Paul G. Mor. 
gan are taking a new edition of the 
Smart Set Revue on tour through 
the west. Company carries 26 play- 
ers and will play one-night stands in 
picture houses. 

With the troupe are Art Lee's 
band, Jean Elyot, Evelyn Terry, Art 
Miner and Marl, fan dancer. 








Columbia, Pa., Starts 


Columbia, Pa., Feb. 19. 

With its venerable theatre sold to 
the rafters a week in advance of its 
initial bow, the Columbia Opera 
House Stock Company figures its 
little stock company movement suc- 
cessfully launched. 

Taking advantage of ancient props 
left in this graveyard of old-time 
road shows, company will depart 
from regular little theatre routine 
by doing two a day for three days 
each month. Will play the old-time 
favorites just as long as the for- 
saken equipment holds out. 


Inde Philly House 


Philadelphia, Feb. 19. 

Louis Isquith is out on a search 
for break-ins and road shows not 
associated with the United Booking 
Office for dates at the Walnut. 
Isquith took over the theatre sev- 
eral months ago, after previous at- 
tempts there met with red ink. 
House has been doing fairly well for 
the past four months. Report is that 
Isquith is offering percentage at 60- 
40 and more to snare shows. 


BRYANT MELLER IN BOST. 
Boston, Feb. 19. 

Copley theatre, Boston, has been 
leased for one year by Lester Bry- 
ant. Opening show is ‘The Drunk- 
ard,’ Feb. 16, for an indefinite run, 
Company brings in the regular road 
troupe which includes Belle Living- 
ston, 

Community singing, coffee, sand- 
wiches and pretzels between the 
acts, followed by dancing on the 
stage after the show; $1.50 top and 
no matinees. 


Future Plays 


‘The Old Adam,’ drama by Tom 
Cushing, now rehearsing under the 
direction of John Cameron, who is 
also producing. Mary Morris has 
the lead. New York premiere sched- 
uled for middle of March. 

‘Cuckoo’s Nest,’ comedy by Tur- 
ner Bullock, now rehearsing at the 
Longacre theatre. Dimitri Ostrov 
is producing and directing. 

















Week Feb. 18 


Abbel Players, Harris, Chicago. 
‘Ah, Wilderness,’ Cass, Detroit. 


‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Parsons 
Hartford, 18-20; Shubert, New 
Haven, 21-23. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Selwyn, 


Chicago, 

‘De Luxe,’ Shubert, Boston. 

‘Dodsworth,’ Colonial, Boston. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, National, 
Washington. 

Eva LeGallienne Repertory, Park- 
way, Madison, Wis., 18; Davidson, 
Milwaukee, 19-20; Shubert, Cincin- 
nati, 21-23. 

‘First Legion,’ Opera House, Boston. 

‘Follies,’ Convention Hall, Tulsa, 
18; Tech High School, Little Rock, 
19; Ryman Auditorium, Nashville, 
20; Tivoli, Chattanooga, 21; Ten- 
nessee, Knoxville, 22; Memorial 
Auditorium, Louisville, 23-24. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Maryland, Baltt- 
more, 18-19, 

‘Hollywood Holiday,’ Ford, Balti- 
more. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Forrest, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Merrily We Roll Along,’ Belasco, 
Los Angeles. 

‘Ode to Liberty,’ 
House, Chicago. 


Grand Opera 


‘Pagan Lady,’ English, Indian- 
apolis, 18-20. 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ Plymouth, 
Boston, 


‘Roberta,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Sailor Beware,’ Lehman's, Balt!i- 
more. 

Scottish Players, 
Los Angeles. 
‘Sixteen,’ Blackstone, Chicago. 


Philharmonia, 


‘Small Miracle,’ El Capitan, Los 
Angeles, 

‘Times Have Changed,’ Garrick, 
Philadelphia. 


Walker Whiteside Repertory, Bilt- 





more, Los Angeles, 
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ISOLA BROS. GET 
PARIS PIGALLE 


Paris, Feb. 10. 

{sola Brothers, leading local pro- 
ducers of music shows, have leased 
Baron de Rothschild’s Theatre Pig- 
alle, which has been idle since hous- 
ing Max Reinhardt’s production last 
year. 

They'll remodel the house, adding 
$00 seats, and change the present 
ultra-modern mahogany and steel 
decorations to a white and gold 
color scheme. 

Brothers are doping up production 
to make full use of elevator stage 
and fancy lighting which Rothschild 
built into theatre. Cecile Sorel is 
being considered for lead, if she 
doesn’t go to Hollywood. Actress 
is now away from Paris finishing 
her memoirs, which are to appear 
at the end of month. 


U. S. REFUSES ENTRY 
TO RUSSIAN PIANIST 


Paris, Feb. 10. 

Clothilde and Alexandre Sakhar- 
off, Russian dancers, came within 
half an inch of sailing for America 
last week without their pianist, 
Szpinalski, on whom they counted 
to accompany them on a Canadian 
and American tour. 

Szpinalski, it is claimed, is really 
a piano soloist. He also plays while 
the Sakharoffs are dancing, how- 
ever, and was put down, when the 
troupe asked for an American visa, 
as an accompanist. 

American consulate refused him 
a visa on the ground that dancers 
might just as well hire an American 
to bang the ivories while they hop. 

Much pleading, including some 
eables from America, finally won 
Szpinalski a transit visa to get him 
into Canada, where the dancers 
commence their tour. Next job will 
be to get him into the United States. 











Charell Changes Mind; 
To Do Musical for Stoll 


London, Feb, 19. 


Erik Charell Is to do a musical 
at the Alhambra in April for Stoll. 


This, despite Charell telling 
friends that after ‘Whitehorse Inn’ 
he would never do another show 
for Stoll. 


FRENCH WANT D. NILES 
TO MOVE BACK TO US. 


Paris, Feb. 10. 


Doris Niles, American dancer who 
has been here for years, may lose 
her home here and the right to live 
in France just because her passport 
reveals that she’s a hoofer. 


Miss Niles crossed the border to 
Spain recently, having neglected 
previously to get a French visa per- 
mitting her to get back to France. 
Ordinary procedure in such cases is 
to get a visa from French officials 
in the other country. 


But France is getting tougher and 
tougher on foreigners, especially 
those who might, by some stretch of 
the imagination, make a little money 
here. So the visa was refused, on 
the theory that she was immigrating 
to France and might compete with 
some French dancer. As a matter 
of fact, she almost never works pro- 
fessionally in this country. 

Now Miss Niles is scrapping to 
get the privilege of living in the 
home she has occupied for years, 
with the authorities ‘investigating.’ 


Folly’ Strictly Enghsh 


oo 


London, Feb. 19. 
‘Barnet’s Folly,’ new comedy at 
the Haymarket, opened Thursday 
night (14), is definitely English and 
with a negligible plot. 
Has considerable humor, however, 
and the first night audience gave it 

















a good reception. 





Plays Out of Town 


(Continued from page 56) 
skeleton in the family closet, a hint 
that never is cleared up, even if 
the authors did intend to convey 
such a thought, 

‘The Magic Spring’ is one of 
those plays that evidently depends 
on the fancies of fickle playgoers. 
It either catches on or else it 


doesn’t. As a film, it has excellent 
possibilities. In fact, it quite re- 
sembles ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street.’ 


BISHOP MISBEHAVES 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 
John Golden presents new comedy in three 
acts by Frederick Jackson, starring Walter 
Connolly and featuring Jane Wyatt. Staged 
by Ira Hards; settings designed by Wood- 


man Thompson. At the Nixon one week; 


$2.75 top. 

SE MS otc soe keueeneeneeuee A. P. Kaye 
Donald Meadows..........ee0% Alan Marshal 
SEOUCOD TUMCMOIE, cen ccsnececces Jane Wyatt 
Sa rrr Reynolds Denniston 
a, RR errr Phyllis Joyce 
Bishop of Broadminster....Walter Connolly 
Lady Emily Lyons........+. Lucy Beaumont 
COTM s 6.0-600.05.600d 56000000060 868 James Jolley 
ch EE EP? Charles Laite 
Ree NC 65 inchs Vekese es Horace Sinclair 


A lightweight entry with little or 
no chance. Marks the second un- 
successful legit fling this season by 
Walter Connolly, a temporary fugi- 
tive from Hollywood. Last Decem- 
ber Connolly tried out in Sidney 
Howard’s and Robert Littel’s ‘Gath- 
er Ye Rosebuds,’ which folded after 
& week each in Philadelphia and 
Washington, and now he turns up in 
a quiet, uneventful comedy by Fred 
Jackson, an American who has lived 
in London for several years. 

‘Bishop Misbehaves’ is a comedy 
mystery that’s too long getting 
started and never gets anywhere 
once it is under way. Plot outline 
is pretty obvious. Each step is tel- 
egraphed minutes before it happens 
and, while fairly amusing in spots, 
the whole thing seems considerably 
less than worth while. May get by 
briefly on strength of Connolly, who 
has developed into something of a 
name because of his cinema work, 
but even that’s doubtful. 

Star’s role is somewhat similar 
to the part he had in his most recent 
flicker, ‘Father Brown, Detective,’ 
(Par), in which he also played a 
cleric with definite leanings toward 
Philo Vance and Sherlock Holmes. 
Here, as the genial and benign 
Bishop of Broadminster, he is an 
avid reader of detective fiction and 
has always wanted an opportunity 
to give his sleuthin® theories a 
workout. 

One foggy night in Surrey he 
drops into a pup to make a phone 
call and discovers three bound-and- 
Sagged victims of a gentleman rob- 


ber. Immediately he takes the situ- 
ation in hand, and, while prowling 
about, discovers the loot in a beer 
mug on the mantelpiece, removes 
the jewels and wallet and leaves his 
ealling card behind. 


Last two acts take place In the 
Bishop’s study, where he is await- 
ing a call from the thieves, since 
he’s sure they’ll turn up in an effort 
to get back their loot. They do, but 
the clergyman is just a little too 
much for them, and when they try 
to overpower him, a light switch 
and an anteroom put him in com- 
mand of the situation again. He 
gets to the bottom of the situation 
and discovers that young Donald 
Meadows, who arranged the holdup, 
is in love with Hester Grantham, 
whose father some time before had 
been swindled by the victim of the 
robbery. Whereupon they had taken 
the law into their own hands. 


In first act Guy Waller offered a 
5,000-pound reward for return of his 
valuables, so the Bishop claims the 
money, at the same time making the 
crooked capitalist sign a document 
by which he agrees to turn over to 
the girl the money he has mulcted 
from her father. With the additional 
coin the Bishop refurnishes his par- 
ish’s poor fund, pays the other mem- 
bers of the gang for their evening’s 
work and goes off to bed. 

Comedy confirms John Golden's 
rep for producing clean plays, but 
that quality will hardly pay off the 
mortgage insofar as “The Bishop 
Misbehaves’ is concerned. Might 
have made pretty fair screen mate- 
rial had it arrived before ‘Father 
Brown, Detective,’ but following the 
Par film, doubtful if Jackson play 
will get as much as a nod from 
Hollywood. 

For Connolly the title role is a 
pushover, and he plays it with all of 
his subtle gifts for light comedy. 
He was a little off on opening night, 
as were most of the players, but by 
the middle of the week the acting 
roughness had almost entirely worn 
off. Star doesn’t put in an appear- 
ance until late in the first act, and 
the opening limps pretty much as a 
result. In second and third sessions 
he’s on constantly, and only regret 
is that there isn’t something more 
substantial for him to do. 

Jane Wyatt gets featured billing. 
She’s plenty attractive, but is sad- 
dled to an unfortunately brief part 
and never has a chance. Lucy Beau- 
mont, as the Bishop’s kindly old 
sister; A. P. Kaye, as the bartender 
mixed up in the robbery, and Horace 
Sinclair, as the cleric’s meek secre- 
tary, impress in Mr. Connolly’s sup- 
port, but otherwise cast is just so-so. 





Cohen. 





VARNA’S CASINO SHOW 
OUTDISTANCES ‘FOLIES’ 


Paris, Feb. 10. 

Tables have turned in current 
competition between France’s two 
leading revues. 

Up to a month or so ago the Ca- 
sino de Paris show was running in 
the red, while, although the Folies 
Bergere was not brilliant, it was 
still doing well enough for Paul Der- 
val, its boss, to think that he had 
Henri Varna, Casino chief, licked for 
the year. 

Then the Folies started falling off 
and the Casino grosses improved. 
Now Casino seems definitely in lead. 

At the same time Varna started 
doing very big with his Alcazar 
show, which is a smutty nudist af- 
fair, and is pulling capacity, 99% 
masculine, audiences twice daily. So 
Varna has dropped the acting part 
he wrote into the Casino show for 
himself, has gone to the south of 
France for a rest, and is using his 
profits to buy the stock in the Ca- 
sino and Alcazar owned by the heirs 
of his late partner, Oscar Dufrenne. 

Derval’s chief consolation is the 
small fixed payments that Clif 
Fischer is sending him for the rights 
to the New York and Chicago Folies 
shows, plus the hope that the sink- 
ing spell is only temporary. 





London Coliseum Starts 


London, Feb. 19. 

The Coliseum adopts a new policy 
March 4, a combination of ballet, 
symphony band and five vaudeville 
acts twice nightly. 

Arnaut Bros. and Ralph Holbein 
are already pencilled for the open- 
ing show. 





Vode for Civic, Sydney 
Sydney, Jan. 24. 
Civic, Sydney, will switch from a 
film policy to vaude-revue within 
the next few weeks. Theatre has 
been leased to Joe Lippman, former 
B.1.P. rep, and will be altered to 
meet the new vaude-revue idea. 
Civic, then known as the Hay- 
market, was a Paramount ace house 
at one time. In recent years the- 
atre was set aside solely for the use 
of locally made pics, but as not 
enough were being produced a 
switch was made to American films. 





ROBESON TO RUSSIA 
Stockholm, Feb. 8. 
Paul Robeson passed through 
Stockholm en route to Moscow. 
Told the newspapers that he has 
negotiated with the opera in Stock- 
j holm to sing here on his return. 


‘Merry Wives’ with 
H. George in Berlin 


Berlin, Feb. 10. 

With Heinrich George as Sir John 
Fallstaff, ‘The Merry Wives of 
Windsor’ ushered in the winter sea- 
son of plays sponsored by ‘Kraft 
durch Freude’ (Strength thru Joy) 
division of Nazi party as forerunner 
to some three hundred planned per- 
formances. 

George had excellent support in 
Shakespeare’s eight scenes, little 
changed through intelligent treat- 
ment by Walther Bruegmann. 

Theatre des Volkes was scene of 
opening, but the term ‘People’s The- 
atre’ seemed a little overdone be- 
cause of the evening-gowned top- 
hatted public. 

After a series of performances 
here the show will be taken to other 
frge German cities. 


PROTECTING 
HOME IND'STRY 


Pa.ris, Feb. 10. 
This is the epie of the Belle 
Epoque, Paris nitery. 
It was opened in November in a 
spot which had gone bust under the 





New Stage Policy Mar. 4 


name of the Montmartre. Business 
in November was terrible, but the 
place kept going, in the hopes of 
getting the Christmas eve trade. It 
did. 

The spot’s management, which has 
the local Morris office as a sort of 
adviser, then had an idea about now 
to keep open a while longer. Hired 
a marimba band of 10 from San 
Salvador and advertised a grand 
gala on Jan. 17 to introduce it to 
gay Paree. 

On the morning of the reopening 
day somebody remembered that the 
marimbists had no permits to work 
in Paris. Moreover, there were cops 
in the offing to see that no one 
played without a permit. So the 
management got the San Salvado- 
rian minister busy, and he used his 
influence with the Quai d’Orsay, 
which allowed the band to play, just 
once, without permits. 

After that the spot struggled 
along without a marimba, and after 
a few weeks the band finally got 
permits. Then the French musi- 
cians’ union put in a kick, and the 
labor ministry ruled that the Belle 
Epoque would have to hire 90 
French musicians to supplement the 
10 foreigners. 

So the management, exhausted, 
fired all the French cooks, waiters, 
checkroom boys and everybody else, 
stopped paying the landlord, hired 
no French musicians at all, paid no 
more taxes and shut up the place 








completely. 





Continue Shows; 


Whitley Leaves Gordon Hotels; Will 


Also Plans a Film 





London, Feb. 10. 

Clifford Whitley, for 13 years 
publicity and advertising manager 
of Gordon Hotels, and close friend 
of Sir Francis Towle, chairman, 
has resigned. 

Whitley has been contemplating 
this step for the last three years, 
remaining at the wish of Sir Fran- 
cis. But, with his interests in show 
business having developed, he feels 
he can no longer concentrate on 
the hotel job; the number of the 
hotels being 14, scattered all over 
Europe. 

He has, however, signed a long- 
term contract with the Dorchester 
hotel, an independent company of 
which Sir Francis Towle is chair- 
man, to operate his American ‘Mid- 
night Follies’ shows, which he 
created over here, for a long pe- 
riod. He will also continue to pro- 
vide the entertainments of the May- 
fair hotel, the only one of the Gor- 
don group he feels he can do jus- 
tice to. 

This was decided at a meeting of 
the Dorchester, where, after a long 
discussion with the heads, includ- 
ing Sir Malcolm McAlpine, Sir 








Francis Tow and Major General 
Downay, Whitley convinced them of 
the advisability of maintaining the 
‘leg show’ policy which has proved 
a big factor in the prosperity of this 
hostelry, once a white elephant. 
Whitley has no® arranged with 


the management to operate his 
shows on a guarantee plus per- 
centage of the profits, Management 


acquiesced to the proposition, and 
has given him carte-blanche as to 
spending. Next ‘Midnight Follies,’ 
slated for March 11, will be bigger 
than ever. 

Whitley’s next venture, after he 
has launched his ‘Stop Press,’ legit 
revue staged by Hassard Short, at 


the Adelphi, is to produce a film 
starring Harry Roy, Mayfair maes- 
tro. Film will be surrounded by 


and will include a 
Hollywood girl line. It will be done 
either in conjunction with Gau- 
mont-British or British Interna- 
tional, and will be done with an eye 
to the American release. 

In September he proposes 
an all-English revue on 
way, and is already in touch 
Bobby Howes to star. 


American talent 


to tol 
Broad- | ‘The 
with |many successful Dutch plays, 
jlife of the poor as background. 


ALL-JEWISH THEATRES IN GERMANY 
SPREAD OUT DESPITE COIN WORRY 


Berlin, Feb. 10. 


Barred from show business, Jews 
in several German Jewish commu- 
nities are still using their own 
‘Culture evenings,’ hiring only non- 
Aryan actors, although they have 


been handicapped by lack of cash. 
Three largest of these organiza- 
tions now are in Cologne, Frank- 
furt-am-Main and here, but groups 
have been founded in several other 
cities where Jewish colonies exist. 
One must sign an affidavit that he 
is non-Aryan before a ticket can be 
sold to him. Government's orders. 


sroups are regularly detached 
from these bigger organizations and 
sent out into every German village 
or hamlet counting as many as 50 
Jews, in order to keep the spirit of 
the theatre going. 


These groups are formed in the 
Jewish communities, each member 
of the community paying about one 
dollar each month, which entiiles 
him to one drama, one opera, one 
lecture and one concert, and the 
huge Berliner theatre, taken over 
for the series here, seldom plays to 
empty seats. 

Most popular 
thus far are Smetana's 
kaufte Braut,’ ‘Fidelo,’ Moliere’s 
‘Gelehrte Frauen,’ Gothe’s ‘Gesch- 
wister’ and Sweig's ‘Jermiah.’ 

Concerts vary each month, as do 
lectures. 

In the Berlin group Fritzi Jackl 
generally sings Smetana’s lead, with 
leher in the tenor role and Susana 
Stein singing Urias. Fritz Wisten, 
Ruth Reimer and Hertner have the 
leads in ‘Geschwister.’ 

For the leads in ‘Gelherte Frauen’ 
Lilly Kann, Ruth Riemer, Brandt 
Lion and Martin Wolffgang gener- 
ally are called. 

Local group has given several 
guest concerts throughout Germany, 
but a Stettin performance was 
siven in the synagogue of that town 
because no theatre owner wanted to 
risk rental of a theatre to the guest 
players. 

Although handicapped by insuf- 
ficient funds, the theatre group 
plans increasing activities through- 
out spring and winter. 


‘BLACKBIRDS’ TO PARIS 
AFTER 26 LONDON WKS. 


London, Feb. 10. 
Lew Leslie ‘Blackbirds’ folds at 
the London Coliseum, March 2, 
Leslie and Foster having given Sir 
Oswald Stoll the quitting notice. 
Show has had a very healthy run, 
26 weeks, with an average daily at- 
tendance of 2,800. Eut it has not 
all been smooth going, as Leslie 
did not like the twice-daily policy, 
finding that the colored show did 
not draw afternoon trade. Stoll in- 
sisted on the two-a-day policy, long 
established at this house. 
Eventually Stoll and Leslie com- 
promised, with the last few weeks 


of presentations 
‘Die Ver- 














matinees being out and_ twice- 
| nightly shows substituted. 

| ‘Blackbirds’ takes to the road, 
| playing key cities for six weeks, 


jand then goes to Paris for a run. 
Paris location not settled, with 
offers from Varna for the Casino 
de Paris, Pathe-Natan for the 
Moulin Rouge, and Haendler for the 
Theatre Pigalle under consideration. 








Cohen’s ‘Glory’ for W. E. 


London, Feb, 10. 

Harry Cohen looking around for 
a theatre in the West-End to stage 
‘Glory Be,’ new Arnold Ridley show 
which was staged at the Arts’ Thea- 
tre Club some time ago. Backer is 
an English solicitor. 

Cohen is an Australian who found 
the ‘Ghost Train,’ also written by 
Ridley, some years ago, which net- 
ted a comfortable fortune for the 
a thor and the promoter. 





Turning Tables 


The Hague, Feb. 10. 

Since the depresston set in, many 
legit houses of Holland have been 
turned into cinemas, As an ex- 
ception this week the Alhambra 
cinema at the Hague turned from 
cinema to legit. 

Has premiere of Bouber’s play, 
Boarder.’ Bouner has written 
with 
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Now European Coverage 

Tom Wilhelm, I.N.S. reporter in 
Berlin recently dropped in a general 
Hearst European shakeup, has 
started Central European Features, 
a syndicate of his own over there. 
Couple of other American re- 
porters joined in with him on the 
project. 

Idea is to sell a_ strictly mail 
service to American papers which 
want their own correspondents in 
Berlin, but can’t afford a full-time 
C.E.F. will supply papers 


service. 
with about six columns of news 
weekly on a $25 to $75 monthly 


proposition and will undertake spe- 
cial assignments on the side for 
anybody. 

A.P. and LN.&. both recently did 
considerable firing of help through- 
out Europe because 0” a cockeyed 
setup. So much foreign news over 
there in the past year or so, @e8s- 
pecially in Central Europe, that the 
lads went berserk on wire and other 
expenses. Papers here gobbled up 
the stuff, but during the past few 
months became conscious of the ex- 


pense involved and, with things 
eesing off somewhat, chopped down 
all around to save the auditing de- 


pariment some headaches. 





Honoring Scven Newspapermen 

Seven newspapermen will be made 
recipients of honorary degrees Feb. 
23 at a ceremonial which will fea- 
ture this vear’s convocation of the 
George Washington University. 
Affair will be held at Constitution 
Hl, Washington, D. C. 

Walter Lippmann, N. Y. Herald 
Tribune columnist,. will deliver the 
special spiel of the evening and will 


' he awarded the honorary degree of 


LL.D. 

Others skedded to be plumed are: 
J. Fred Essary, Washington cor- 
respondent for the Balto Sun; Ulric 
Bell, D. C. rep of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal and who is at pres- 
ent prexy of the Gridiron Club; 
Theodore Wallen, Wash. corre- 


‘ spondent for the N. Y. Herald Trib- 


une; Jay G. Hayden, serving in same 
capacity for the Detroit News; Carl 
‘V. Van Anda, who retired in 1932 
after serving as managing ed for 


. New York Times for 28 consecutive 


years; and Charles G. Ross, editor 
of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 





Editor Lawes’ Next 
Warden Lawes of Sing Sing may 


_ Zurn mag editor if negotiations now 


‘under way are successfully con- 
cluded. Theodore Epstein, who gets 
out a varied group of publications, 


| has an idea for a monthly to be 
i called Prison Stories, 
’ Lawes’ name on it as editor. 


and wants 


Epstein has gone so far as to 
make up a dummy number of the 
' proposed mag to give the penologist 
an idea how the thing will look. 
Lawes reported as favorably im- 
pressed and likely to okay the proj- 
ect. Prison Stories will carry both 
fiction and so-called true stories of 
prison life. 

Warden Lawes not only one of the 
foremost penologists in the country, 
but also one of the most prolific 
scribblers on the subject. If Prison 
Stories materializes Lawes. will 
write for as well as edit the mag. 





Albany Shakeup 

Departure of Arthur J. Littlejohn 
@s managing editor of the Albany 
Knickerbocker Press brought a 
shakeup among the staffs of the 
Press and its afternoon twin, the 
News. 

John Bowen, news editor of the 
News, becomes managing editor of 
the Press. Austin Scannell, News 
city editor, is named as its news 
editor. Henry B. (Barney) Kraft, 
Press slot man for eight years, 
switches to the News in the same 
capacity. Robert R. Reeves was 
appointed photo ed o» the News, 





G & $ Magazine 

Albert O. Bassuk, who has been 
doing very well with those paper- 
bound pocket-size Gilbert and Sul- 
livan librettos which he gets out un- 
der the imprint of Bass Publishers, 
will additionally issue a new mag 
called the Gilbert and Sullivan 
Quarterly. 

Publication will be devoted to ac- 
tivities of both amateur and pro- 
fessional Savoyards throughout the 
country and in Canada. Bassuk has 
a tie-up with the Gilbert and Sulli- 
van Association on the publication 
of the mag. 





Zoty’s ist Ready 

Ed Zoty, former Macfadden exec, 
who recently organized the Zoty 
Publishing Corporation to sponsor a 
group of new mags, has his first 
publication set. Will be a mag for 
femmes to be called The Woman 
Today, with publication monthly. 

Initial number in preparation, to 
appear early in April. Julia Shaw- 
ell editing. 





No A. P. Letouts 





Report in New York news- 
paper circles Monday (18) 
was that the Associated Press 
had over the week-end swung 
the axe among the staff as a 
result of the fluke verdict on 
the Bruno Hauptmann case 
which came out of Flemington. 

Office of Kent Cooper, A.P. 
head, denied there had been 
any letouts over the incident. 











N. Y. News” Exclusive 


Although 51 newspapers in the 
United States use the new Associ- 
ated Press wirephoto service, only 
one New York daily, the News, is 
now receiving it. Makes the News 
exclusive on this coverage in N. Y. 
and the tab is taking advantage of 
it by crediting the wirephotos as 
being exclusive. 

Manner in which the News got 
complete coverage on the Macon 
ecrackup on the Coast is latest point 
in question. Nearly every phase of 
the accident was handled photo- 
graphically by the News in its earli- 
est editions on the stands Wednes- 
day evening. The Mirrcr, which is 
not an A.P. member, had to depend 
on two morgue photos to cover the 
situation. 

The Times and Herald Tribune 
e iployed wire photos, but not re- 
ceived from the A.P.’s service. For- 
mer depended on Wide World and 
Trib on Acme, latter coming over 
the A. T. & T. wires. 

Three Chicago papers, the Chi- 
cago Tribune, Daily Illustrated 
Times and Daily News, receive this 
new A. P. service. Dallas, Texas, 
has two dailies, the News and 
Times-Herald, getting the A.P. wire 
photographic stuff. 

Cost of the service is said to be 
main reason for many New York 
papers holding off. With the Daily 
News in N. Y., the attitude is that 
the expense is repaid by the exclu- 
sive credit line and wide coverage 
possible on big events. 





Stage Buildup 

The Stage, which started as a 
house organ for the Theatre Guild 
as the Theatre Guild Magazine, is 
due to get a further build-up. Raoul 
H. Fleischmann, publisher of The 
New Yorker, has bought in on it and 
will spend some coin. Herbert J. 
Donohue goes in as vice-president of 
the Stage Publishing Co., as Fleisch- 
mann’s representative. 

Aim will be to build up The Stage 
to the position formerly occupied by 
the now defunct Theatre Magazine. 





Prez Stong 
Phil Stong has been elected pres- 
ident of the Authors’ Club, succeed- 
ing Ellis Parker Butler. 

Balance of the ticket elected with 
Stong is as follows: A. J. Barnouw, 
vice-president; Daniel Henderson, 
secretary, and Norbert L. Lederer, 
treasurer. 





Scully Now Playwright 

Deal has been closed between 
Joseph Pollack, N. Y. producer, and 
Frank Scully, author of ‘Fun In 
Bed,’ and Arthur Ripley, Radio 
studio scrib, to write a play around 
the tentative title, ‘Lola.’ Contract 
calls for delivery of script in time 
for fall production on Broadway. 





Cuddihy, Jr., on Coast 

H. Lester Cuddihy, son of Lit- 
erary Digest publisher, arrived on 
the Coast, concluding a two-week 
auto trip across the continent. He 
is sponsor of the Digests ‘Spice of 
Life’ series being produced by Men- 
tone, and distributed by Columbia. 





Troy Dailies Merge 

The 84-year-old Troy, (N. Y.) 
Times, afternoon daily, suspended 
publication Friday (15) to be 
merged with the Record, which 
publishes morning and evening edi- 
tions. 

William H. Anderson, publisher 
of the Times, retiring from the pub- 
lishing fleld, 





Roche, Clark Dead 

Arthur Somers Roche, 51, who 
wrote 23 novels, did in Palm Beach 
Feb. 17 of a heart ailment compli- 
cated by pneumonia. 

Kate Upson Clark died Feb. 17, in 
her Brooklyn home. Friday (22) 
would have been her birthday. 





Holly’d Tome 

New book to be published on 
Hollywood by Max Kneffer carries 
the title of ‘Sodom and Gomorrah.’ 

Author was one of the workers 
for the Epic campaign in the recent 
California state election. Upton 
Sinclair, the defeated Epie candi- 
date, will grace the fly leaf with 
an introduction. 





Pass Up Hollywood 


Latest turn in coast literary af- 
fairs is that Hollywood writers are 
turning elsewhere for locals, Of five 
novels written by picture people, 
only one deals with the home guard. 

First off the press is Tay Gar- 
nett’s ‘Man Laughs Back,’ treating 
with the adventures of 26 collegiates 
and a lone femme in the jungle fast- 
ness of South America, Lone can- 
didate for Hollywood scene is ‘I 
Wasn't Born Yesterday,’ co-au- 
thored by Allen Rivkin and Leonard 
Spigelgass. Other volumes ready to 
hit the book stalls are Eric von 
Stroheim’s ‘Paprika,’ a gypsy yarn 
laid in Hungary; ‘A Lover Would 
Be Nice,’ by Hugh Herbert, and 
Charles Grayson’s adventure tale of 
Old Mexico, ‘Flight South,’ 





Chatter 


Hilaire Belloc here. 
The New Yorker is ten years old. 


Third edition for ‘South of the 
Sun.’ 

Anthony Thorns going to the 
coast, 

‘Grass Grows Green’ postponed to 
April 2, 

Fourth printing for ‘House 
Divided.’ 

Third edition for ‘Partners in 
Plunder.’ 


Robert Graves in Majorca to doa 
new novel, 

John Macrae, Dutton head, back 
from abroad. 

Richard Aldington 
knee in splints. 

Major P. C. Wren off on a trip 
to Syria and Palestine. 

Second printing for 
Klein’s ‘Terror by Night.’ 

Offices of the Magazine Service 
Co., author’s agents, moved. 

Rita Weiman’s novel, ‘What Man- 
ner of Love,’ due next week. 

Frazier Hunt latest of the litera- 
teurs to hear the call of Mexico. 

Felix Riesenberg has gone to the 
West Indies to do his autobiog. 


Charles Ballew, author of “Texas 
Spurs,’ is really Charles Horace 
Snow. 

W. Somerset Maugham is 60, and 
made an officer of the Legion of 
Honor, 

Harold Nicholson in from Eng- 
land to complete his biog of Dwight 
Morrow. 


carrying a 


Norman 


T. Werner Laurie has British 
rights to Carman Barnes’ ‘Young 
Woman.’ 

Zoty Publishing Co., to issue a 


new mag, ‘The Woman Today,’ on 
March 29. 

Mary Kidder Rak got a haircut. 
That’s what she blames her in- 
fluenza on, 

Maxwell Aley going to England to 
pick up some new scripts for Long- 
mans, Green. 

Ruth Blodgett in from Swampscott 
and will remain in town until the 
spring at least. 

Paul Engle, at Oxford, finding it 
hard to do a follow-up to his 
‘American Song.’ 

Gertrude Stein has made a num- 
ber of phonograph record readings 
from her works. 

Babette Deutsch doing a lecture 
course on poetry at the New School 
for Social Research. 

Mary Ellen Chase will go to 
Spain to gather data for a novel 
before coming home. 

Walter Snow and Clinton Simp- 
son now the joint editors with Jack 
Conroy of The Anvil. 

Otis L. Wiese, ‘boy editor’ of Mc- 
Call’s Magazine, has a new swank 
12-room duplex penthouse. 

Arthur Koehler, wood expert who 
testified in the Lindbergh trial, has 
a book on the Whittelesey list. 

John V. A. Weaver's piece in the 
current Esquire, tearing down Kath- 
arine Cornell, is getting a lot of 
chatter, 

J. Middleton Murray here for a 
lecture tour. Will talk about the 
works of his late wife, Katherine 
Mansfield. 

Percy Waxman has given up the 
idea of publishing on his own and 
has joined Cosmopolitan in an edi- 
torial capacity. 

William Soskin, book reviewer on 
the New York American, now also 
holding down the same spot on 
Town & Country. 

Marjorie Barstow Greenbie, author 
of ‘Arts of Leisure,’ due in March, 
is the wife of Sidney Greenbie, ed- 
itor of Leisure, mag. 

Ralph Connor going to Australia, 
and feted by the Canadian Authors’ 
Association, of which he is the 
prexy, before leaving. 

Curtis J. Harrison appointed 
eastern advertising manager of 
Photoplay magazine, succeeding 
Herbert J. Donohue, resigned. 

The Van Loons, father and son, 
recuperating. Son has his arm in 
a sling, while the elder Van Loon 





is suffering from a stomach ailment. 
Meyercourt Press will publish 


— 





‘A House Divided’ 


‘Via Mala’ ($2.50) 
‘Heaven High, Hell Deep’ ($2.50) 
‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ ($1.25) 


‘Why Not Try God’ ($1.00) ...... 
‘While Rome Burns’ ($2.75) 


‘Skin Deep’ ($2.00) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending Feb. 16, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 

Fiction 

‘Heaven's My Destination’ ($2.50) ... 

CEB.BO). once 

‘Forty Days of Musa Dagh’ ($3.00) 





phanesaboaacteceas By James Hilton 
Non-Fiction 

he eke ben eoeseeeeBy Mary Pickford 
aS ike ake By Alexander 
‘American Diplomatic Game’ ($3.00) By Drew Pearson and 


eee ee eee ee eens 


‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) . 
‘Personal History’ ($3.00)........ 


i eahibhseeee bed ton By M. C, Phillips 
-By Arthur Kallet and F. Schlink 
eco ewhwanee eee eee Vincent Sheean 


seeeeeeeeee By Thornton Wilder 
ccccccccccccces- BY Pearl 8. Buck 
-+ee+-By Franz Werfel 
wevyY TY TT err ree By John Knittel 
eseeseeeeese- BY Norman Archibald 


Woolleott 


Constantine Brown 











| Book Reviews 


A Lighter Brown 


Readers who buy Beth Brown's 
‘Lady Hobo’ (Coward-McCann, $2), 
in expectation of another ‘For Men 
Only,’ may be disappointed at the 
absence of steamy passages, but 
they'll get a readable book and 
probably find it worth while. 

New yarn concerns a_ trained 
nurse whose physician-husband is 
a fine surgeon but a careless one. 
He lets a patient die through slow- 
ness to perform a difficult opera- 
tion, and when, on top of this she 
finds he has been two-timing ever 
since their marriass there comes 
a parting of the ways. 

Plenty of color and exciting ad- 
venture. Book is tinged with 
spiritualism, but not to the detri- 
ment of the action. Technically it 
is as much ahgad of ‘Man and 
Wife’ as the latter is above ‘Men 
Only.’ 





On Eliza Jumel 


William Cary Duncan was once 


quite a popular writer of musical 
comedy librettos, having written 
quite a number of shows, some with 
reorge M. Cohan. Now he lives in 
Massachusetts, raises dogs, and 
takes things easy, and in between 
he has managed to write a biog- 
raphy of Eliza Jumel, whom he con- 
siders not to have had a break in 
literature previously. 

The book is entitled, ‘The Amaz- 
ing Madame Jumel’ (Stokes; $3) 
and is not as good a biography as 
it might be, although automatically 
highly interesting because of its 
subject matter. Eliza Jumel was 
an American lady who lived about 
at the same time as did Peggy 
O’Neale, and led, in some respects, 
a similarly hectie life. With little 
regard for morals, she managed to 
maneuver her way up to one of the 
highest spots in society and was, 
towards the end of her life, the 
wife of Aaron Burr. Her career 
was hectic and colorful, but Dun- 
can was just a bit too nice to her 
and too wordy about her to lift 
the book very high. 


Odd Technique 

While Norman Collins has writ- 
ten a drab and sordid story in 
‘Penang Appointment’ (Doubleday- 
Doran, $2); he offers an interesting 
study in that he succeeds in main- 
taining interest and suspense in a 
novel with comparatively little plot 
action and told mostly in conversa- 
tions. All of the events happen on 
a second class liner between Lon- 
don and Penang. 

The three leading figures are a 
down and out Englishman, who has 
gone soft in the _ tropics, his 
daughter just out of an English 
convent, and a caddish fellow who 
falls in love with the girl’s photo 
and brings the father to London so 
that he can take her back to 
Penang and marry her. 

Told in narrative style, story 
slips at the end with an unsatis- 
factory solution, but it holds the 
interest. 





Laird Doyle’s script on ‘Oil for the 
Lamps of China,’ which is being 
filmed at Warners studio on Coast. 

Contents of Ruth Bryan Owen’s 
diary, covering her trip to Green- 
land while U. S. Minister to Den- 
mark, will be published in the 
March Cosmopolitan, 

B. W. Bullock now assistant pub- 
licity head of General Electric, with 
offices in Schenectady. He also be- 
comes assistant manager of broad- 
casting for the company. 

Another one of those mags, to be 
known as The American Gentile, 
will make its appearance soon. 
Sponsor is one, Ernest F. Elmhurst. 





Reputedly will serve as the organ 
for a propaganda organization. 





Plays In Reverse 

There are those people who think 
the test of a good play is in the 
reading. If so, ‘The Petrified Forest.’ 
by Robert Sherwood (Scribners: 
$2), passes all tests, It’s just as 
easy and pleasant as bed-lamp 
drama as it is back of the foot- 
lights, even though Leslie Howard 
isn't there to help out. 

Same thing, in reverse, is true 
of ‘The Jayhawker,’ by Lloyd Levy. is 
and Sinclair Lewis (Doubleday - 
Doran; $2). It didn’t get very far 
on Broadway in spite of the author: 
names and in spite of a strong cast 
headed by Fred Stone. Reading the 
book makes the reason clear. Pliy 
is not finished. It’s a splendid ideo 
that just doesn’t come through. \ 
right-off-your-chest preface by Sin - 
clair Lewis doesn't help. It gives 
the fecling he doesn’t think much 
of the play himself. 


This Fools You 


Consclously or otherwise, Dale 
Sunson lays a neat trap for the 
reader in ‘Homestead’ (Farrar & 
Rinehart, $2.50). It’s a story of 
homesteading in the west, as the 
title suggests, and he lays the per- 
fect groundwork fer the usual 
thing; the fight against the nester 
by the cattle king, whose lands he 
has invaded. 


In this instance Bruce Rollins 
promotes the homesteading with a 
promise to buy the claim after it is 
proved up; thus getting fee to the 
basin in which he has set his ranch. 
John Thurman, after seeing the 
land, decides he'll stick, and the 
stage is all set. There are a few 
minor clashes, then Rollins is shot, 


then Thurman's mother-in-law 
moves into the menace job. 

It’s a worthwhile story of the 
dry-farming section, and _ related 
with power and imagination. 

New Jekyll-Hyde 

Alternating personalities have 


been a. favored theme with English 
writers since Anstey’s ‘Vice Versa.’ 
The newest is ‘John  Lillibud’ 
(Kendall-Sharp, $2), in which F. G. 


Hurrell invents a new sort of 
plastic surgery. 
Lillibud makes an_ unexpected 


fortune from an invention, goes into 
the novelty business and buys from 
an old inventor a composition which 
simulates flesh. With his miss- 
hapen nose built into an imposing 
beak, he develops a new, command- 
ing personality. Thereafter the two 
entities war within the one body. 
Good reading until near the close, 
when the author goes over his head 
in trying to work up a dramatic 
finish. 





Omnibus of Crime 


Margaret and G. D. H. Cole can 
always be depended on to turn out 
at least two books a year. One will 
be a good study of some economic 
problem or trend. Another will be 
a whodunit. Latest Cole piece is in 
the latter class and entitled, ‘Big 
Business Murder’ (Crime Club; $2). 
It’s excitable and actionful. Tells 
of the mysterious doings that sur- 
round the phenomenal rise of & 
stock market manipulator—and his 
fall. Will keep the readers guess- 
ing. Could be filmed. 

Leo Grex is supposed to be the 
pseudonym of a w.k..and popular 
writer. It appears over ‘The Man 
from Manhattan’ (Crime Club; $2) 
for the first time. It might as well 
keep on appearing. He knows how 
to spin these mystery yarns, this 
fellow, Grex. Plenty mystery in- 
volved in this riddle and consid- 
erable skill in both the telling and 
the dialog. Unlikely as film, how 
ever, 
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“VARIETY’S BROADWAY GUIDE 





For show people as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
In New York, first inaugurated here in 1926, is revived and published 
weekly in response to repeated requests, Variery lends the guidance of 
its judgment in the various entertainments denoted. 





No slight is. intended for those unmentioned as text will be switched 
weekly. The lists are of Variery’s compilation only and as a handy | 


reference. It may serve the out-of-towner as a time saver in selection. | 


PLAYS ON BROADWAY 

Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely 
eommented upon weekly in the Legitimate Section. 

In that department, both in the comment and the amount of the gross | 
receipts of each show will be found the necessary information as to the | 
most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 

FILMS ON BROADWAY 

Similarly the new pictures In the Broadway first runs and combina- 
tions are covered weekly in the reviews, the film gross boxoffice story and 
the standing box on Page 6 which indicates the new films for next week 
and the week after. 


| 
listed and | 


HOTCHA NITERIES 


Barrel of Fun, Ubangi in Harlem, Nut Club in the Village, and King’s 
Terrace in Times Sq., are sufficiently heated for the hectic nocturnal 
addicts. Lou Richman’s new 1935 version of the famed Dizzy Club is 
another lively entry. 

Less hectic but equally hilarious, Eddie Davis’ saucy songs at Leon & 
Eddie’s and the mauve-decade gang-singing at Gay 90’s are surefire for 
lively diversion and divertissements. Club Richman, also lively, has a 
new show, away from the ‘nice boys’ idea. : 

Harlem has a number of open-door and hideaway hot spots, but they 
must be guided by insiders, principally professionals. 


Any number of Times Sq. side-street dialecteries are also good diver- 
sion if yearning for ‘different’ type of atmosphere. Mimi’s Faubourg- 
Montmarte and the Bal Musette are in that category; likewise the Cafe 
International, and any number of Italian eateries. Latter have about 
killed off Little Italy, since it’s easier to get everything in that fleld right 
in the Broadway belt without taxi-ing. However, authentic Flamenco 
entertainment like El Chico in the Village, and Havanaese like the 
Cubanacan in the Spanish sector of Harlem, are well worth the trips. 
Boris Thomashefsky’s Old Roumania on the east side is a different type 
of Ghetto-American nocturnal divertissement. 


‘CLASS’ AND ‘POPULAR’ NITERIES 


Smarter east side (mostly) spots include the new Versailles, Reno 
Merry-Go-Round, Colony, El Morocco, House of Lords, Jack and Charlie’s, 
Club New Yorker, the new Stork Club all fave oases. 


Rainbow Room in Rockefeller Center; Johnny Green at the St. Regis 
hotel; Leo Reisman’s music at the C, P. Casino getting a big play, with 
Ethel Merman; the Savoy-Plaza, the Waldorf; Ozzie Nelson at the Hotel 
New Yorker; Peppy’s Chapeau Rouge and the Place Piqualle are among 
the smarter supper hooferies. 


French Casino's ‘Folies Bergeres’ revue {s still the top cabaret money- 
getter (over $50,000 gross weekly) but the new Casino de Paree show 
is an important nitery factor; of the new starters, Jack Dempsey’s new 
chop house will aiso worry the boys. Paradise and Hollywood among 
the outstander mass cabarets, 


RECOMMENDED PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 


(Under Disk Reviews will be found the recorded outstanders regularly 
each week.) 


DEMPSEY’S $5 OPENING 
TRAILS CUFFO PREVIEW 


To newspapermen and “friends 
who gathered at Jack Dempsey’s 


Corner for a preview Monday eve 
(11), over the champ’s signature 
was the greeting: ‘For my part to- 
night is the main event.’ Formal 
opening of New York’s newest chop 
house was! Sunday (17) to first 
nighters at $5 the copy. The pre- 
view was on the house, 

Dempsey’s represents an invest- 
ment of more than $175,000. It seats 
about 450 and is directly across from 
the 50th street end of Madison 
Square Garden on Eighth avenue. 
Building occupies most of the site 





U Cagers Go East 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 

With the A. A. U. championship 
for Southern California tucked into 
its belt, Universal’s basketball team 
leaves today (Tuesday) for five 
weeks’ barnstorming trek as far east 
as Pittsburgh. 

Cagers will finish the swing at 
Denver on March 23 for the national 
A. A. U. meet. 

In 21 games this season they 
scored 903 points. 











MARRIAGES 


Carmela Rodriguez Jarro, non- 
pro, to Rene Canizares, VARIETY’Ss 
Cuba correspondent, in Havana, 
Jan, 31, 


used by the old Morning Telegraph. 
Exterior and interior ig of Colonial 
design. 

Newspaper night saw about 1,000 
in the place, Many women were 
also present. Dempsey, dolled up as 
a chef, helped serve steak over the 
counter. Mrs, Dempsey (Hannah 
Williams) also wore chef's white. 

A cocktail room has a capacity of 
100, and the same for the bar proper, 
total normal capacity approximat- 
ing 700. 


Prior to the completion of the new 
Place Dempsey visited other chop 
houses and asked proprietors if they 
thought his cafe would affect their 
trade. He indicated he didn’t want 
it to work out that way. Replies 
varied. Some said the more the 
merrier; others frankly declared 


they didn’t know. 


As Dempsey is on percentage, 
against a guarantee, he is bound to 
be in evidence most of the time. 
Backing the propect is a group 
headed by Jacob Amrvn, who fs as- 
sociated with Joe Moss in the 
Hollywood (N. Y.) cabaret. 





Millender Divorced 


Pittsburgh, Feb, 19. 
It took Mrs. Norma Millender only 
two days to get a divorce here last 
week from Carl Millender. The two 
of them did a vaude act for 10 years 
after their marfiage in 1918. 
Suit was not contested. 


Shirley Burke to Harry Levine, in 
New York, Feb. 17. Bride is secre- 
tary to board of managers of Thea- 
tre Guild. 

Isabel,.Leighton, playwright and 
author, to Frederic Willis, assistant 
to prexy of Columbia Broadcasting 
Co., in Norwalk, Conn., Feb. 15. 

Bunny Bronson to Charles Sexton 
in Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 8. Bride is 
screen player. Groom is head of a 
Los Angeles radio company. 

Helen Mack to JSnearles C. Irwin, 
Feb. 18, in San Francisco, Bride is 
film actress. Second marriage for 
groom, N. Y. business man. 

Nadje Gordon, daughter of Vera 
Gordon, to Sidney Steinfield, Feb. 
14, in Greenwich, Conn. Bride with 
mother in vaudeville. Groom is N. 
Y. syndicate columnist. 

Bea Green to Eddie Lynn, Feb. 8, 
in Cincinnati, Bridegroom is WLW, 
Cincinnati, announcer; bride sang 
on Chicago stations. 

Jessie Evans to Eddie Diamond, 
Feb. 1, in Brooklyn. Bride is dancer. 


Groom is stage manager for 
‘Thumbs Up,’ current at the St. 
James, N. Y. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Foy, Jr., son, 
Feb. 12, in New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman C. Bam- 
berger, daughter, Springfield, Mass., 
Feb. 6. Father is a M, & P. man- 





ager, 








Did You Know That— 


Horace’ Braham is desert- 
ing the stage for an execu- 
tive spot in the Marinello 
cosmetic company....Irma 
Warner gave a cocktail party 
Monday at the Savoy Plaza.... 
She leaves for Holivwood this 
Friday (22) with Gwen 
Heller and the Harry Warn- 
ers....Regina Crewe surprised 
with an enormous star sapphire 
from the head of her house.... 
Billy Gaxton, too, went for a 
gorgeous string of pearls for 


Madeline Cameron....Mrs. 
Pearl Robbins igs Coast-bound 
with lots of new =-pretty 


things....Lilian Asher’ will 
take a house in Westchester 
for the summer.,..That was 
Laurette Taylor looking so 
lovely while shopping the other 
day....Dorothy Hall leaves to- 
day (Wednesday) for the Coast 
to visit her family, meantime, a 
new wing is being added to 
her Westchester place.... 
Little Hannah Dempsey was so 
cunning in that high chef’s 
cap and apron at the opening 
of Jack’s new restaurant. 


QUEER DOUGH 
FLOODING 
BWAY 


Despite the alertness of box of- 
fice people, the amount of queer 
money being passed has become 
something to worry about on Broad- 
way. Counterfeit bills of all de- 
nominations are in circulation to 
such an extent that heads of the 
intelligence unit of the Treasury 
Department have been assigned to 
the metropolitan area. 

Federal operatives succeeded in 
uncovering three plants where 
phoney money was manufactured— 
two in Coney Island and one in 
Jersey and $90,000 of the queer was 
found. Counterfeiters have not 
stopped at making paper money, but 
even phoney dimes have turned up, 
with plenty of bad halves and 
quarters. 

Bad coins are comparatively easy 
to discern but paper queer is some- 
times so expertly printed that 
often detection is possible only 
by mechanical means. Broadway 
ticket agencies are checking up on 
suspected bills with a small com- 
putating device invented by a bank 
clerk, 

Device, which costs but a few 
dollars, is based on the mathemati- 
cal system used by the mint in 
numbering bills. Top of the gadget 
has an arc-like dial easily operated 
by a pencil point. Repeating the 
bill numbers on the dial, the check 
letter on the left half side of the 
bill will appear in a slit on the de- 
vice. If the wrong check mark is 
tabbed on the machine the money 
is phoney. Checking up does not 
require more than 20 seconds. 

Fact that few box offices are in- 
sured against the queer has put 
theatre treasurers on their mettle, 
especially in light of the fact that 
bank tellers will not return the 
phonies until stamping the bills 
counterfeit. That prevents ticket 
men from the temptation of re- 
passing the queer. Last week, in 
a branch bank in Times Square, 
bills amounting to $90 were yanked 
from deposits. Only one theatre ap- 
pears to have side-stepped the tide 
of bad dough. House uses a sys- 
tem of its own and would be pas- 
sers have been turned over to cops 
for questioning. Generally found 
that such persons obtained the coin 
innocently. 

Understood there fs a plan to unite 
the intelligence unt!ts of the various 
federal departments in order that 
all secret operatives would cope 
with counterfeiting. J. Edgar 
Hoover, who directed the hunt for 
Dillinger and other public enemies, 
is mentioned for the combined 
bureau. 


$2,200 FOR SCARS 
Rochester, Feb. 19. 

Lorraine Kirk, 19, dancer, won & 
$2,200 verdict in her $15,000 suit for 
scars on her knees caused by an 
automobile accident. Defendant 
was Ralph Sweetland and his 
sister, Mary, of Batavia, who were 
giving Miss Kirk a lift home after 
a night club engagement, when the 
ear hit a truck. 

Dancer claimed her career was 
ruined by the sears. 














~ Among the Women 


By The Skirt 





Best dressed woman of the week 
LAURA HOPE CREWS 
(‘Behold My Wife’—Film) 








Roxy’s Good Show 

Roxy theatre has the best show in weeks. Sakuri Troupe in their 
native costumes are picturesquely backed by the Gae Foster girls in 
gold tunics with green sleeves and same colored hats. The Japanese 
girl in the troupe is dressed in a white dress with gold fringe. 

Arthur Murray Dancers consists of three couples. One girl is in white 
satin, one in red and the other in black lace over a nude lining. Foster 
girls are in groups of eight each. The dresses are in three different 
colors, although fashioned the same. Black, red and white, having long 
tulle ends hanging from the wrists. The bodies are bare with long 
sleeved brassieres in flashing sequins. . 

Jane McKenna is in a double frock of blue and yellow. Louise Beavers, 
from pictures, does a bit in a black skirt with metallic bodice. 

The picture, ‘Behold My Wife,’ has Sylvia Sidney as a young Indian. 
The Indian costumes are much befringed, with innumerable bead chains. 
One modern evening frock is elaborate with crystal robe trimmed at the 
neck and hem in sable. 

Laura Hope Crews is beautifully gowned in a mother role. A black 
lace evening gown has a cape caught at the front with a large diamond 
ornament. There is a house gown trimmed down the front in fur. Black 
velvet is another evening gown with many diamond ornaments. Char- 
lotte Granville looks nice in a dotted chiffon gown. Juliette Compton 
as a society woman is dressed fittingly. One metallic gown is very full 
skirted with ‘V’ front and square back. 





Gloomy, But Well Dressed 

A rather gloomy picture is ‘The Right to Love’ at the Rivoli. It serves 
nicely, however, for Josephine Hutchinson. The cast should carry it. 
George Grent, Colin Clive, Henrietta Crossman, Peggy Wood and Aubrey 
Smith couldn’t make an uninteresting picture, 

Miss Hutchinson is forever changing costumes. At her wedding the 
headdress with no veil is a Dutch lace cap. At the opera she’s in a 
dress of large dots with metallic puffed sleeves. The wrap is ermine, 
For traveling she wears a belted coat of checks. There is a dinner dress 
of satin with a chiffon overskirt. A comfortable gown is of a dark chif- 
fon with belt, collar and cuffs of a plaid silk. A jacket of a heavy thread 
material is worn over a white gown. A lace jabot floats in front. A 
square white mousseline tucked collar and cuffs trim another black 
frock. There are suits and riding togs. Altogether a nicely made ward- 
robe. 

Miss Crossman is the elderly mother in gowns made for comfort and 
mostly sequin trimmed. Peggy Wood makes a stunning nurse and is 
seen in a few shots in simple black frocks with the white collars and cuffs, 





Films’ Slight Resemblance 

Plenty of good fun in ‘Carnival’ (film) at the Rialto theatre. It’s al- 
most like watching the Barnum picture as many of the same freaks 
are present and the carnival scenes are not very different. Jimmy 
Durante is excellent, the same going for Lee Tracy. 

Sally Eilers, as Tracy’s assistant with a puppet show, is sweetly 
pretty in several cloth dresses. For the most part they are black with 
collars and cuffs of either plaid or flowered material. One dress of a 
plain material had a plaid yoke and sleeves trimmed with buttons. A 
very small checked dress was frillily trimmed with white pleatings. 
Florence Rice is in nurse costume and showed one tailored suit of white. 





Palace’s Poor Example 
An example of the rut that vaudeville has gotten into is at the Palace 
this week. The bill, consisting of the Robbins Trio, Don Zelaya, Cass, 
Mack, Owen and Topsy, Radio Ramblers, and Col. Fedor Maybaum held 
few laughs. The girls, Owen and Topsy, do a lot of rough and tumble 
work in dresses like those seen on school children. One is brown, the 
other blue with white trimming. Black patent leather pumps with white 
socks are on the feet. Girl of the Robbins Trio does her skating in white 
chiffon with Julliette cap of brilliants. A second change is a skirt of 

orange and pink feathers with pink satin bodice, 
Lillian Fields, with the Russian band of Maybaum, does her acrobatic 
dance in a short blue satin skirt and brassiere. Bandings were of pink. 
Another miss does taps in ballet slippers and a one layer blue chiffon 


frock. 





Ted Lewis’ Girls 

The present show at the State consists entirely of Ted Lewis and his 
band. With Mr. Lewis are the same girls dressed as of yore in their 
flowing chiffon frocks. One girl, for taps, wears a white satin frock with 
an orange coque feather bertha. Even the gloves are trimmed with these 
feathers. A young woman playing the harp in the band is in green 
chiffon with gold trimming. Two girls do a slow rhythm number in 
full-skirted dresses of the inevitable chiffon, white in color. There was 
a touch of yellow in the bodice, 

A gown of white satin made with the high front and long sleeves was 
worn by a young lady doing a number with a male dancer, For the 


finish the girls were in yellow and pink. 





urday (16) following preliminary 
subcommittee meeting to map out 
plans of proc-dure, Committee 
conferred at length with Russell 
Hardy, special assistant to Attorney 
General Cummings ‘and avowed 
enemy of the film code. Hardy was 
a star witness last year for the Dar- 
row Review Board and recently 
managed the anti-trust probe and 
indictments in the St. Louis pro- 
ceeding. 

Admitting receipt of kicks from 
exhibitors all over the country 
against the picture pact, King said 
his committee intends to quizz De- 
partment of Justice officials about 
complaints submitted to them 
against the NRA and the film cod- 
ists, and will seek help of the 
Trade Commission and the Come- 
merce Department in finding out 
whether kicks have any substance 
or justification. Divisional Admin- 
istrator Rosenblatt probably will be 
summoned to appear for examinae 
tion and film codists may be called, 

Criticism of the film code pro- 
duced last year by Clarence Darrow 
and his fellow inquisitors will be 
used as a basis for the Senate com- 
mittee inquiry, while Darrow and 
Lowell Mason, Review Board coun- 
Assurance that the film code wi!l/sel, are likely to be invited to tes- 
come in for searching examination /|tify or at least consult with and 


Onceover on Code 





(Continued from page 7) 
edly and has promised to renew his 
assault. Senator Borah also has 
promised to look out for the inter- 
ests of independent exhibitors. 

To make certain that Congress 
does not overlook the film pact, 
members and bosses of Allied States 
Association last week adopted an- 
other resolution condemning the 
code and sought to line up Congres- 
sional support for their campaign 
to reconstitute the code authority. 
Resolution was put over at annual 
meeting at which indies discussed 
means of pushing their crusade to 
eliminate block booking or bring the 
industry under more stringent Fed- 
eral control. 

Repeat Accusaticns 

Many of the accusations listed in 
the Nye-McCarran resolution are 
much the same as charges fired on 
several occasions by Allied, and are 
virtual duplicates of accusations 
made on the Senate floor last year, 
when Nye took Divisional Adminis- 
trator Sol Rosenblatt and the film 
codists over the coals. 








was given by Senator King on Sat-!advise the committee, 
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Beverly Burns, who came from} 

Eau Claire, Wis., about two years] 

ago to go on the stage and became 

a taxi dancer, killed herself by leap- 

ing from the window of her apart- 


ment on W. 5lst street. 
‘Big Bill’ Dwyer and Lucy Cotton 


Magraw among the 15 indicted fol 
conducting vambling plac q 
Miami Lid slams down in Dade} 
counts Will hurt the resort busi- 
ness, which had been marking time 
to see what the sheriff would do. 
Federal checkup shows half of the 


city’s drink dispensaries to be vio- 
Govt. 


lating state or federal laws. 

to do something about it, though 
most of the violations are minor 
ones. 


George Abbott will probably start 


in on ‘Jane Doe’ when he has shaken 
the Florida sand out of his shoes. 
Formerly tabbed ‘Correspondent 


Unknown.’ 

Equity in conference with other 
branches of show business looking 
to a theatre festival to be held dur- 
ing the summer. Equiiy willing to 
endorse the idea, but will not assume 
finencial responsibility. 

Eugene Sullivan, wanted for ques- 
tioning in the holdup at Loew's Na- 
tional theatre Feb. 2, arrested in 
Chicago last week While attending 
the wake of William Donner, who 
was snot while making his escape. 

U. S. Army detail teaching New 
York cops on the bomb squad to de- 
cipher crytographic messages. 

Annual season of ‘Veronica's Veil, 
Union City (N. J.) passion play, will 
open March 10. 


Luis Angel Firpo in trouble in 
Buenos Aires. Charged with ir- 


regularities in a real estate trans- 
action. In a hospital with neuritis. 

Equity council passes on the 
Phoenix theatre plans. Rules that 
actors may rehearse three weeks for 
one week's pay and can leave at any 
time, regardless of the probationary 
regulations. 

State liquor authority to in- 
augurate a drive to educate citizens 
to drink moderately. 

Park theatre, formerly the Cosmo- 
politan, to open Feb, 21 with stock 
under Chamberlain Brown. ‘No 
Move Ladies’ first try. In for nine 
days. 

Capacity at four 
Lincoln's’ birthday mats. Other 
shows also did well. Brokers were 
hit, the trade going to the box of- 
fices. 

May Etheridge, London chorus 
girl among the first to land a titled 
husband, a suicide near Brighton. 
She married the Duke of Lenister in 
1913 and separated two years later. 

On resumption of hearing in the 
Vallee case Wednesday (13) on mo- 
tion of Vallee’s counsel, judge dis- 
missed the complaint, holding that 
the attorneys for Mrs. Vallee had 
not proven their points. Judge 
specially commented on the fact 
Mrs. Vallee did not take the stand. 

Metropolitan opera directors again 
announce there'll be no opera next 
year unless costs can be cut and 
subscriptions enlarged. 

Arnold Schoenberg to teach har- 
mony and composition in the 
Juilliard school next fall. 

‘Merrily We Roll Along’ closed in 
Phila. Saturday (16). Cost too much 
to take chances with on the road 
with its cast of 91. 

Feagin School of Drama gave ‘The 
Royal Family’ for two performances 
last week. 

Legit Code Authority decides to 
wait report of special committee on 
ticket specs. Dr. Moscowitz will go 
to Washington to discuss free radio 
shows. George Haight invited the 
members to see ‘Post Road’ as his 
guests in order that they might be 
acquainted with it in case it is 
called into the dispute with picture 
producers. 

‘Ah, Wilderness’ to play three days 
fn Brooklyn with one mat. Starts 
March 13. 

Enzo Fiermonte told by Italy to 
stay put. His passport has been 
taken from him. Mussolini thinks 
he’s not a good sample copy. 

Radio Press Bureau slipped on 
the Hauptmann verdict, first send- 
ing out news that jury had recom- 
mended clemency. Corrected after 


B’way spots 


15 mins. 

National Roof Garden in Houston 
street, once the stronghold of 
Minsky burlesque, goes hi-hat. To 


be dedicated to Ibsen and devoted to 
classic presentations. J. L. Smuckler 
fronting. 

Airplane ‘shuttle’ from Bennett 
Field to N. Y. will be opened May 1. 
Stops at Wall Street and East 31st. 

Samuel J. Burger, B’way agent. 
bobbed up in Flemington right after 
the verdict with contracts for Mrs. 


Hauptmann, Verna Snyder, Mrs. 
Rosie Pill. Ethel Stockton and 
Forema Charles Walton, of the 


Hauptman jury, but he got no auto- 
graphs. Planned to play them with 
a bunch of Sourland hillbillies. Mrs. 
Hauptman was to get $25,000 for 10 
weeks. Gang approves, but wants 
other bids. 

League of N. Y. Theatres ap- 
points a committee to confer with 
Equity on smaller salaries for sum- 
mer shows. Also anproves the ex- 
tension of the PWA free shows if 
so conducted as not to hurt the 
regular theatres. 

Equity suggests a series of rotary 
stocks, each covering a tour of 
three weeks, during which time the 
company would get up in the next 
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| News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
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; credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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production. Thinks there’s recom |Cornell production. 

for about 20 such circuits. recalled to Hollywood. 

Legislative hearing on the N. Y. ‘Post Road’ skipped a performance 
state bill to permit Sunday per- | Monday (18) to permit a transfer 
formances to be heard today | from the Masque to the Ambassador. 
(We dnesday) ; Elevator ops in N. Y. biz district 

eee ts a ; on strike again. 

Third folio edition of | Shake- Suit over the estate of the late 
speare, once the property of seunene William Muldoon settled out of 
Kern, and which was stolen trom I, court. His former stenog and 


Byrne Kackett about two years ago, 
returned to the police by mail last 


week and restored to the owner. 
Too tough to sell without a pedi- 
gree. 

Phil Stong elected prez of the 


Authors’ Club, 

Flush, Katharine Cornell’s pooch, 
gets billing on the boards for ‘Bar- 
retts.. Name in as large letters as 
the star on the lobby signs. 

Macy's giving free shows in the 
store as a plug for its artists’ bu- 
reau. 

Henry J. Pain, whose Pain’s Fire- 
works were for many years one of 
the amusement mainstays of Man- 
hattan Beach, died Feb. 14 in Lon- 


don. He was the originator, with 
his father, of pyrotechnical spec- 
tacles. 


Ben Bernie sued by his brother- 
in-law, Charles Mulhauser, for 
alienating the affections of his wife, 
Bernie's sister. Justice Valente 
denied Mulhauser’s application for 
an examination of the leader be- 
fore trial. 

Peppy d'Albrew suing Chrystine 
Maple for a check she ran up at his 
Chateau. She offers in rebuttal 
that d’Albrew told her it was on the 
cuff. Only $139.95. 

Bushar & Tuerk grab ‘The Domi- 
nant Sex’ for U. S. and Canada. 
Met op stars, facing cuts and 
shorter season here, see some 
amelioration in the determination of 
San Francisco to give opera there 
next fall. Arthur Bodanzky dicker- 
ing with the twitterers. 

Sherman Billingsley to take over 
the Palais Royale from Ben Mars- 
den and will reopen it around 
March 1, retaining his Stork Club. 

Willy Von Norden, Hollywood dog 
trainer who says he was Rin-Tin- 
Tin’s dramatic coach, claims he was 
gypped for the bankroll in Balboa. 
Two men bet each other on the size 
of the Von Norden roll, took it to 
count and scrammed with the $540. 

Secret marriage Friday (15), of 
Isabel Leighton, playwright and 
writer to Frederic Willis, assistant 
to president of CBS, revealed. 

New York Central's contribution 
to stream-lined trains made it’s 
debut. First haul from Chi to 
Toledo. 

Seth Parker's tub towed to Pago 
Pago by U. S. Cruiser after being 
disabled. 

Soviet government will adopt 
baseball and try to promote it as 
a national sport. 

Directors of Consolidated Film 
Industries postpone action on April 
1 dividend until March confab. 

Students of Columbia University 
now rehearsing their 42d annual 
show, entitled ‘Flair-Flair, the Idol 
of Paree,’ to be presented at the 
Astor hotel March 12-15. 

With opening of George Bernard 
Shaw’s new play ‘The Simpleton of 
the Unexpected Isles’ Monday (18) 
at the Guild. Shaw celebrated his 
50th anniversary as playwright. 

Reports from London, tinted with 
a little patriotism, state foggy city 
is center of European night life, 
supplanting Paris and Vienna. Slide 
from gold standard and resulting 
low prices are causes given. 

Hedgerow theatre, of Monkan 
Rose Valley, Pa., will give it’s first 
New York performance at White 
Plains, March 1. 

National Federation of Music 
Clubs holds its convention in Phila- 
delphia between April 23 and 
March 1. 

Girl winner in Grand National 
Sweepstake of 1933, which netted 
her $111,000, declared insane by 
court and cannot touch dough. 
Medicos say constant hounding by 
blackmailers and propositioners led 
to girl's condition. 

Roxy theatre held up after the 
Sunday night performance by a lone 
robber who cowed three men and 
made away with $10,200 in paper, 
leaving behind about $5,000 in silver. 
Complained of having been short 
changed, taken to the office and 
bound the trio with picture wire. 

Police issued an appeal. to 
witnesses of an auto accident at 
B'way and 48th street, Wednesday 
(13), about 5:15 p. m. Victim was 
William Morgan, 70, an employee of 
Equity. He died of a fractured skull. 

‘Petticoat Fever’ skeded for 
March 4, will not arrive until the 
18th. 

Theatre Union 
‘The Pit’ becoming ‘Joe Kovarsky. 

Commissioner of Accounts, re- 
porting to the Mayor, finds that the 
Dept. of Water Supply, Gas and 
Electricity has been guilty of selling 
licenses to operate motion picture 
projectors, getting from $100 to 
$200 for each of about 20. Three 
men named as the fixers. Urges 
transfer of licenses to Civil Service. 

Brian Aherne and not Basil Rath- 


switches a title, 





bone will be Robert Browning in the 


adopted daughter, Margaret Farrell 
Muldoon, paid Ernest Jared $21,000 
for his half of the Muldoon health 
farm which Jarrett claimed had 
been given him. 

Cyrena Van Gordon to rejoin the 
Met in Phila. next week. She's 
been out with a dislocated hip, sus- 
tained during a performance, 

Earl Carroll in trouble’ with 
Miami police over a parking row 
in which it is asserted he interfered 
while a policeman+ was arresting 
his companion. 

A. R. Allen named manager of 
Phila orch. He's a N.Y. newspaper 
man. 


Zita Johann bounces out of 
‘Phoenix’. To go into a Priandello 
play. 


George White to produce a spring 
‘Scandals’. 

Roof of the Alhambra theatre, 
Havana, caved in Monday (18). 
Twelve injured. 

It’s a treasury ruling that tour- 
ists can bring in $100 worth of 
liquor duty free. But until the rule 
can be promulgated limit is one 
quart. : 

Philip Merivaie to head a Shakes- 
pearean rep for Crosby Gaige next 
season. 

Peggy Fears lost her appeal 
against the judgment entered 
against her by the trustees of the 
Lucille Gown Shop. She failed to 
file her appeal within the time 
limit. 

Richard Bennett badly hurt by a 
fall from a horse in England. De- 
tails vague. 





Coast 


Juan Larrinaga engaged to repro- 
duce motion picture studio at Pa- 
cific International Exposition, open- 
ing May 29 at San Diego. 

Al Galbinsky, musician, has been 
legally retitled Al Gayle. 


Congress of Rehabilitation appeals 
to L. A. Park Board for use of 
Greek theatre in Griffith Park to 
stage series of pageants, with ad- 
mission restricted to vegetables and 
other commodities. 


Carolyn Nolte granted Reno di- 
vorce from Samuel Feldman, N. Y. 
furrier. 

Joan Redell, beauty contest win- 
ner, jailed in L. A. on grand theft 
charge. 

Mrs. John Barrymore (Dolores 
Costello) and Mrs. Lionel Barry- 
more (Irene Fenwick) in Good Sa- 
maritan hospital, L. A., suffering 
from influenza. 

Erwin Katzer, studio technician, 
received third degree burns when a 
flare light toppled over on him. 

Dog mascots for horses at the 
Santa Anita track taboo following 
rabies case, 


The Harold Lloyds’ celebrated 
their 12th wedding annivesary 
Feb. 10. 

William Ulman, Jr., writer, as- 


cribed attack on him to crusade 
against scenario school racket. 

Alma Ross, touring England with 
Le Roy Prinz dance troupe, to marry 
Bill Stephens, English comedian, in 
London, 

Deportation of Thomas Oliver 
Clark, English film writer, who over- 
stayed a visitor’s permit, recom- 
mended by U. S. immigration offi- 
cials. 

Conrad Nagel denies having mat- 
rimonial designs on Berry Jane 
Harris, Pittsburgh socialite. 

3everly Hills Little Theatre group 
opens drive for new theatre with $25 
a plate dinner, with donors to have 
their names hung in plaques over 
foyer. 

Validity of marriages of Califor- 
nians in Yuma, Ariz., is challenged 
as subterfuge to circumvent the 
law. 

Jacqueline Wells, Wampas babe, 
to marry Walter Brooks, son of Mrs. 
Lionel Atwill. 

Los Angeles court verdict paves 
way for collection of $125,000 dam- 
ages by Mrs. Eric von Stroheim, the 
result of burns received in a beauty 
shop. 

Federal income tax liens slapped 
on Phillips Holmes for $1,018; Lil- 
yan Tashman Lowe (deceased), $2,- 
352; Spencer Tracy, $830; Nacio 
Herb Brown, $396. 

Ruth Roland called off her suit 
against an oil company to recover 
5,000 shares of stock. 

Conspiracy charged by ex-hus- 
band of Dorothy Devore, former film 
player, in suit to set aside property 
settlement and recover $28,000. 

John Philip Sousa, Jr., son of the 
bandmaster, awarded a court judg- 





ment of $4,200 against a San Diego 
dentist, result of a scuffle in 1933 
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Rathbone was/in which Sousa suffered a fractured 


leg. 
Jesse Lasky had L. A. court ap- 
point him guardian of estate of his 


two children, a son, 13, and a 
daughter, 12. 
Government income tax sleuths 


tagged Gloria Swanson for $10,875, 
assertedly owed on her 1931 return. 

Egon Goltzen, German film di- 
rector, filed suit for divorce on the 
ground that his wife inspired a fed- 
eral investigation into his entrance 
to this country. 

Francis ‘Bunny’ Weldon, dance 
director, filed suit in L. A. for re- 
covery of $50,000 from his grand- 
mother, charged with mishandling 
his father's estate. 

John D. Gilliland, 
cian, divorced in L. A. 

Former wife of Reginald Denny 
asks court to settle property dis- 
pute. 

Antone Wachmeister, former ac- 
robat, given probation in L. A. after 
guilty plea in passing spurious $20 
bill. 

Wife of Anson Weeks, orchestra 
leader, granted divorce in Frisco. 

Ern Westmore, studio makeup 
artist, bound over to Superior Court 
on hit-and-run charge. 

Mildred Harris, ex-wife of Charles 
Chaplin, declared she had evidence 
to confirm the report that the come- 
dian and Paulette Goddard are mar- 
ried, 

Confessed slayer of Otto Ellinger, 
police officer at Metro, draws one to 
10 in San Quentin. 

Writers’ Club to stage little the- 
atre tournament late this month. 

Mary Margaret Fairbanks, niece 
of Doug, married to Henry Chap- 
pelet in Los Angeles Feb. 14. 

Probation denied Edward Fried- 
man, sentenced one-to-15 in San 
Quentin for theft of jewels from 
Mae West. 

Gilbert Pratt, film director, filed 
notice in L. A. of intention to wed 
Mrs. Ethel Phillips Lob. 

Alfred Shenberg, Metro studio ex- 
ecutive, sued for divorce. 

Damage suit for $107,000 against 
Wesley Ruggles, result of a traffic 
accident which caused the death of 
a two-year-old boy, settled out of 
court, 

Harry (The Horse) Mattos, Neb 
Elduayan and John Yezierski, St. 
Mary’s football players, dropped be- 
cause of scholastic difficulties, have 
joined the labor gang at Warners. 

Baker Ranch to stage eighth an- 
nual rodeo in the Pasadena Rose 
Bowl March 31. 

Bruno David Ussher, former mu- 
sic critic, named manager of L. A. 
Philharmonic orchestra. 

Father of Isabel Jewell, film ac- 
tress, regains eyesight after 18 
months of total blindness. 

Damages of $50,000 asked in L. A. 
by Hazel Fitzgerald, dancer, from 
brewing company for  assertedly 
using her picture in a beer ad. 


studio techni- 


Z-C Skeds 


(Continued from page 7) 





the steps taken by Flinn, Tyree Dil- 
lard, counsel of the C. A., will be 
ready to draw up the actual legal 
form. 

This T.. A. sked is expected to set 
a precedent in the discussions of 
the other schedules. At least, one 
of the important points which fig- 
ured in a decision on the L. A. line- 
up will be employed in considering 
subsequent clearance set-ups. That 
is the inclusion of the admission 
angle in figuring the availability of 
films. 

But the zoning issue is something 
else again. The C. A. must act on 
the customary number of squawks 
in various zones.in each one of the 
district schedules. 

The status of the 1935 assessment 
sked is only a question of time. This 
assessment line-up is now in Wash- 
ington for final approval. It is ex- 
pected to be okayed shortly, and 
then will go into immediate effect. 

The gross figure on 1935 assess- 
ments is about the same as the pre- 
vious year. But there is a small 
decrease in the lowest brackets af- 
fecting the individual. This means 
that some of the smaller exhibitors 
will be benefitted in a degree by the 
new slate. Despite this decrease in 
lower brackets, the industry must 
fork over nearly $360,000 for C. A. 
operation in the next 12 months. 

Last Thursday’s unexpected ses- 
sion of the C. A. here took up a 
number of cases appealed to the 
board, but decided on only nine 
minor actions. There were 27 cases 
ready for consideration, but action 
was deferred on others discussed. 
Sidney Justin, alternate for George 
J. Schaeffer, of Paramount, was 


— 


Par Peace 





(Continued from page 5) 


counsel to the stockholders’ 


coni- 
mittee and the company, in the 
matter of the presentation of thea 
plan. 


So far as John Hertz’'s position ig 
concerned he appears to stay in the 





picture, although the Szold-Munger 
| committee may voice objections to 
(his nomination for the board, April 
| + when the whole matter again 
gets the attention of Federal Judge 
A. C. Coxe. 
Court’s Order 

At the hearing held last Thurs- 
day (14) Judge Coxe issued an 
order returnable April 4, why he 
should not make preliminary con- 
firmation of the plan, as presented, 
and order it to become immediately 


effective subject, of course, to all 
legal requirements. Meantime, 
Judge Coxe apparently surprised 


various counsel in the situation by 
indicating he would be inclined to 
grant creditors and _ stockholders 
permission to withdraw, without as- 
sessment from any deposit agrec- 
ments, on application to the court. 
He also indicated that he would ap- 


prove the various deposit agrec- 
ments, subject to such a non-as- 
sessment withdrawal privilege. 


Counsel for the various committees 
had requested this approval and the’ 
court indicated that it was up to 
the court to fix the fees of the com- 
mittees involved. 

The plan will go forth with the 
amendments which had been sug- 
gested previously by the _ court. 
Among these is that the rate of in- 
terest is reduced from 6% to 5% 
on the approximate $5,000,000 of 
the new bank debt. Also that the 
new board of directors shall be 
sorted into thre: classes, each 
consisting of not more than six 
members, and that one of these 
classes shall consist of a term of 
three years, another of two years, 
and another of one year. It is pro- 
vided further that at the election 
of directors, to be held in 1938 and 
thereafter, cumulative voting shall 
be in force. 

On April 4 it is expected that the 
court will hear further objections 
to the plan and to the makeup of the 
new board. 

Board Members 

There are only nine duly named 
members of the board at present 
although 16 names are included in 
the plan. Seven must await formal 
stockholder action at a_= special 
stockholders’ meeting yet to be 
called. There is no date set for this 


special stockholders’ meeting, but 
apparently it has to be after 
April 4. 


There is still the chance that the 
new board may consist of 15 mem- 
bers only, but this must be subject 
to agreement of all the parties to 
the plan. The list of 16 include 
Gerald Brooks, Stephen Callaghan, 
Robert K. Cassatt, H. A. Forting- 
ton, William S. Gray, Jr., Duncan 
G. Harris, John D. Hertz, Percy H,. 
Johnston, Henry R. Luce, Charles 
A. McCulloch, Maurice Newton, 
Floyd B. Odlum, Charles E. Richard- 
son, George J. Schaefer, Frank A, 
Vanderlip and Adolph Zukor. 

The Szold-Munger committee 
feels entitled to representation on 
the board and it is possible that 
this committee, through attorneys 
Szold and Brandwen, may make a 
plea to the court along these lines. 

It is said that this committee's 
nominee is R. C. Kremer, a Hahn 
department store official. 


Gangster Cycle 


(Continued from page 5) 
and also on a pvison break yarn. 
Paramount also went for the con 
scram idea, both studios being in- 
spired by the San Quentin break of 
two months ago. 


Other Nibbles 

Metro is hot for the fed angle, and 
United Artists will have Reliance’s 
‘Washington Correspondent,’ also a 
gangster-federal story. Radio 1s 
looking for a story of that type. 

Studios feel that the public's in- 
terest in the Hauptmann trial and 
the fact that newspapers and news- 
reels went the limit in playing up 
the case is justification. Also fig- 
ure that the public is again ready 
for essentially action pictures. 

It is expected that close to a dozen 
pictures having a gangster element 
will reach the screen during the 
next three months, 

First federal- gangster picture 
starts at Warners this week. It 1s 
‘The Farrell Case,’ an original by 
Delmar Daves. William Keighly di- 
rects. James Cagney is in the lead, 
with Jack Holt, borrowed from Co- 





chairman, Dillard acted as senna 
tary. 


dJumbia, featured, 
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Max Fuchs lost his mother last 
week. 

Hobart Bosworth in from the 
Coast. 


Felix Feist yearning for some 
sunshine. 

Damon Runyon 
Miami Beach. 

Bish Lenihan back on job after 
prief illness. 

Gus Eyssell is over that slight ill- 
ness. 

Ted Claire m.c.ing 
fayette cruise. 

Bob Weitman’s daughter had a 
birthday party. 

Burley houses are slashing prices 
for matinee shows. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., one of proud- 
est fathers in show biz. 

Ida Wilder, sec to Harvey Day, 
planning a trip to Cuba. 

James Roosevelt at ‘Escape Me 
Never, Thursday (14) night. 

Joe Zelli out of the Boeuf; Charles 
Braselle managing on his own. 

Looks like Charlie Yates and 
Matty Rosen are divvying up their 
suits. 

Warner Bros. Club played to ca- 
pacity at its annual banquet-ball at 
Waldorf. 

Newest window ballyhoo on the 
Square is a baker for beef roll in 
puff paste. 

Arthur Israel, Par attorney, went 
south to attend funeral of his 
father-in-law, 

Stanley Shufard burning midnight 
oil on advance campaign plans for 
‘Sweet Music.’ 

Harry H. Thomas, First Division 
prexy, back after a swing through 
eastern Canada. 

Amusement stockholders plenty 
cheerful over the way film company 
issues rallied Monday. 

Rocky Twins return for a new 
Paris revue in April; currently at 
the Boeuf sur le Toit. 

Epes Winthrop Sargent celebrated 
25th wedding anniversary yesterday 
(Tuesday) at the press. 

Sunny O'Dea, danseuse, sailed to 
open in Clifford Whitley’s ‘Stop 
Press’ revue in London. 

Neville Fleeson’s lyric, ‘Poor Mrs. 
Van Pelt,’ the hit of the Lambs 
Gambol in club last week. 

John Hay Whitney, whose latest 
interest in the industry is Pioneer 
Pictures, left for the .Coast. 

Dave Palfryman, Hays office rep- 
resentative, on way to New Orleans 
ahead of others heading south. 

Broadway bunch raving about 
those new suntan lamps—keeps the 
Miami once-over very permanent. 

John Flinn due _ back = today 
(Wednesday) from Hollywood, 
where he’s been for the last 10 days. 

Latest slot game on B’way is a 
combination of the old horse race 
with bagatelle. Some skill required. 

Paint makers clap hands for Wal- 
ter Reade, who's using the old As- 
tor sign for his weekly change Dill. 

Dorothy Bryant, Chorus Equity 
head, due out of Mt. Sinai hospital 
this week after second major opera- 
tion, 

Broadway talent entertained at 
St. Valentine party for staff and 
medical school of Polyclinic hos- 
pital. 

Jennie Dolly and Irving Netcher, 
her husband, making the New York 
niteries, particularly those with a 
French flavor. 

Fanny Holzman, attorney, heads 
west Thursday (21) to counsel with 
geome of her Hollywood clients. She's 
going abroad early in the spring. 

Walter Vincent and wife sailed 
for Nassau Saturday (16). He may 
stop off at New Orleans for the 
MPTOA convention on his way 
back. 

Aileen St, John Brenon, in charge 
of fan mags at the Par home of- 
fice, Coastward to contact studio 
on fan matters, to be gone two or 
three weeks. 

Perpetuation of the name Eddie 
Foy was furthered Feb. 12 with the 
birth of a son to Mr. and Mrs. Eddie 
Foy, Jr., in New York. He’ll be 
called Eddie Foy, 3d. Mother is 
the former Anna Marie McKinney. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


scrammed_ to 


the S. S. La- 





Else Mauhs, Dutch actress, cele- 
brated her 50th birthday. 

Latest racket here is to tap gas 
from parked automobiles. 

Carnival season here opened with 
a masked ball in big hall of the loca! 
Zoo. 

Premiere at City Cinema, the 
Hague, of ‘Tarzan and His Mate’ 
(MG) a bad flop. 

Eline Pisuisse, who was very suc- 
cessful on legit stage, now touring 
Holland in cabaret. 

At Amsterdam, premiere of ‘Wind 
and Rain’, London play, in Dutch 
version by Verkade. 

For sole performance this season 
of ‘Butterfly’ the Italian Opera Co. 
engaged Miss Tinay Arellano, Fill- 
Pino singer. 

Central Legit Co. presenting Har- 
wood’s ‘The Old Folks at Home’ and 
Cor Ruys Co. premieres Verneuil’s 
‘L'Ecole des Contribuables,’ both in 
Dutch versions. 

Dutch version of an English play 
written by a writer of Dutch ex- 
traction, John van Druten, ‘The 


Distaff Side’ is billed at the Hague 
this week at the Excelsior Theatre. 
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London 


Tex McLeod suddenly developing 
the m.c. bug. 

Jack White, 
around town. 

Maclean Rogers directing ‘Marry 
the Girl’ for British Lion, 

Belle Baker latest American to get 
the English pantomime bug. 

Sandy Mcpherson, Empire organ- 
ist, on three weeks’ vacation. 


John Murray Anderson blew into 
town, and staying for a while. 

Laddie Cliff got his fourth vaccine 
injection for ptomaine poisoning. 

Tommy Holt anxious to know Will 
Mahoney's lowest for an Australian 
tour. 


Peter Bernard one of the princi- 
pals in filming of ‘So You Won't 
Talk.’ 

George Black on his annual cruise; 
this time it’s six weeks to the West 
Indies. 

Tracy and Hay back from conti- 
nental itinerary to play some Eng- 
lish dates. 

Alfredo and his band the attrac- 
tion at the Olympia jubilee for 
March and April. 

Debroy Somers and band booked 
for Blackpool summer season for 
Lawrence Wright. 

Horace Sheldon, once musical di- 
rector of the London Palladium, 
forming a film company. 

Tomson Brothers trying to get 
Mabel Wayne to do some numbers 
for their prospective revue. 

William Mollison claims he always 
makes money in the show racket, 
which he loses in other ventures. 

Uncle Demnati, owner of the Ara- 
bian troupe in ‘Thumbs Up,’ here 
lining up tumblers for Ringling Cir- 
cus. 

Buddy Rogers delaying his Moroc- 
co trip due to his film for British 
International not being ready in 
time. 

Binnie Barnes rebuked by Alex- 
ander Korda for signing to return 
to Hollywood, claiming a priority 
right. 

Moya Mannering, who replaced 
Laurette Taylor here some years ago 
in ‘Peg O’ My Heart,’ staging a 
come-back. 

Cina Malo here for ‘Toi C’est Mol,’ 
Bouffe Parisienne show, which Lee 
Ephraim is staging here. No the- 
atre set yet. 

Louis Gomez (Gomez and WI- 
nona) hurt his arm during their 
‘Bolero’ dance at Grosvenor house, 
but carrying on. 

A. L. Cranfield, former editor of 
the Daily Mail, now on the direc- 
torate of Associated Newspapers, of 
which the Mail is one. 

Teddy Joyce in trouble with Fos- 
ters’ agency for an alleged breach of 
contract, with action down for hear- 
ing at the High Court. 

Leaving cast of her successful 
play ‘Sweet Aloes,’ Joyce Carey off 
to New York to appear in ‘The Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street’ revival. 

Betty Huntley Wright keeping 
secret of marriage to Claude 
McDonnell, film actor, for three 
months. Off to Paris now for a 
belated honeymoon. 

After 40 years as vaude and re- 
vue comedian, George Robey essay- 
ing his first straight role that of 
Falstaff in ‘King Henry IV’ for 
Sydney Carroll at the Alhambra. 

Steps afoot to commence dormant 
scheme for building of National 
theatre in London to. celebrate 
King’s jubilee. Fund started 26 
years ago has now reached a $750,- 
000, with a further $1,750,000 ap- 
pealed for. 


brother of George, 


Palm Springs 


Chico Marx resting up from the 
races. 

William Seiter and Marion Nixon 
down for a week. 

Conrad Nagel sending dates to his 
New York friends. 

Leo Morrison taking flying in- 
structions from Gus Parrish. 

Alan Dinehart and Mozelle 
Britonne guested bv Eli Mayer. 

Hal Roach and his wife spending 
most of their time at the airport. 

Herb Marshall and Gloria Swan- 
gon still a twosome at the Dunes. 

Mary Pickford showed up at the 
barn dance. Ditto Joan Bennett. 

Helen Wills coming down for the 
Ralph Bellamy-Charles Farrell 
tennis tourney. 

Keith Gledhill, pro at the Bel- 
lamy-Farrell club, goes to Russia 
with Bill Tilden’s circus. 

An auto accident outside of the 
Desert Inn got a laugh out of 
Buster Keaton. That's news. 

New York mob beginning to think 
of home. Exodus will start along 
towards the end of the month. 

Motor scooters popular around 
town. Started as a gag until a 
couple of picture people showed up 
on the main stem piloting the 
things. 

Vanguard of the Lombardo Or- 
chestra, Mrs. Guy and Mrs. Carmen, 
here. Guy and Carmen due here for 
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a week's reat before starting at the 
Cocoanut Grove. 

Walter Hagen best dressed pro at 
the First Annual Palm Springs Golf 
Tourney. Ralph Farnum best 
dressed non-pro. Dick Arlen broke 
his fav driver, which supplied him 
with a number one alibi. 





Paris 


By Bob Stern 





Con Colleano to Riviera. 
Eddie Pilcer and family back. 
Gino Arbib to U. 8. in March. 


Agriculteurs booking ‘Tron Duke’ 
(GB). 

Flying 
d' Hiver. 

Mae Wynn Foursome at the Mou- 
lin Rouge. 

Constant Remy 
Marseilles. 

Bourdet’s ‘Captive’ revived at the 
Michodiere, 

Adolf Osso back with some U. 8. 
pix to peddle. 

Eileen O’Connor 
Tabarin show. 

Mina Horne to sing “Tosc2’ at 
Opera Comique. 

Dorothy Denese (Black Panther) 
signed for Lido. 

Harry 4d’Arrast finally getting 
visa and sailing. 

Kaska, Stanley and Mae, aerial- 
ists, at Medrano. 


Concellos’ at Cirque 


playing in 


here for the 


Barbette, Yank femme imper- 
sonator, at Empire. 
Mistinguett back from south 


looking for a film bid. 

Mackey and Lavallee 
Feb. 12 at Monte Carlo. 

London manager sending a scout 
to look over Cinda Glenn. 

Myrtle Watkins opening at 
Melody’s rue Fontaine nitery. 

Isolas optioning Franz Lehar’s 
‘Lark’s Song’ for the Mogador. 

Marcel Thil, world’s middleweight 
champ, headling at the Empire. 

Sixteen girls from Cotton Club, 
N. Y., for Casido de Paris show. 

France-Actualites readying an 
educational film on Louvre museum. 

Howard Nichols, juggler, per- 
forming for winter sports crowd at 
Pau. 

Bluebell garnering English line 
for Jacques Charles to take to the 
o. &. 

Memory of late Firmin Gemier to 
be honored it a gala Feb. 20 at 
Odeon. 

Andre Berley, back from Holly- 
wood, to go on tour with a song 
number. 

Henry Duvernois reading ‘Rouge’ 
to cast that will play it at Saint 
Georges. 

Rip revue set for Scala, after 
money troubles almost stopped re- 
hearsals. 

‘Little Friend’ (G-B) getting a 
society gala opening at the Studio 
Caumartin. 

‘Femme Libre’ company to tour 
Switzerland, Holland, Belgium and 
North Africa. 

Comedie Francaise accepting 
Pirandello’s ‘Everyone His Own 
Truth’ as part of repertory. 

Jane Brice taking Edith Mera’s 
old part in ‘Hortensia Sisters’ oper- 
etta. She used to be a tragedienne. 

Maurice Dekobra doing an oper- 
etta book based on ‘Sphynx Speaks,’ 
novel, with lyrics by Albert Wille- 
metz. 

Valentine Tessier, recovering 
from illness, to return to stage next 
season In Denys Amiel play at the 
Saint Georges. 

Edna Sedgwick and Estelle and 
Le Roy, dancers, under local 
Morris management, playing the 
Cannes Casino, 

Jacques Copeau reported taking a 
boulevard theatre for next year— 
maybe the Ambigu. Madeleine 
Lambert to be his femme lead. 

Della and Billy Mack, with Flor- 
ence Cope (ex-Marque and 
Marquet), now in Athens, working 
without a break in Europe since 
September, 

Jean Vertex, newspaperman crip- 
pled for life while covering last 
year’s riots, giving 10,000 francs of 
damages that he won from the City 
of Paris to newspapermen’s asso- 


ciation. 
Cuba 


By Rene Canizares 


opening 








Castro Bros, orchestra at the Ca- 
sino. 

Eugenia Zuffoli still at the Prin- 
cipal theatre, 

Lorenzo Pago back in town after 
15 days at Miami with his orches- 


tra, 

Lecuona back in town from 
Mexico with a few Mexican dan- 
cers. 


Casino and the race track again 
working after playing hide and 
seek. 

First pulp magazine appeared 
here. It is a mystery and detective 
proposition. 

Don Azpiazu claiming damages 
through the State Dept. because he 
was not permitted to enter U. S. 
Claims he had a contract with 
Paramount for ‘Rumba,’ 





Berlin 





Kurt Goetz, author-actor, pretty 
sick. 

Koch Wolfram has 
Das Lustspielhaus. 

Renate Mueller left UFA and has 
gone over to Europa. 


Paul Fejos directed ‘Menschen im 
Sturm’ for Hunnia-Phoenix. 


Karl Bauhofer’s ‘Thomas 
Barbara’ tried out in Fuerth. 


Leipzig Opera will be rebuilt, 
costing several million marks. 
Merton Hodges’ ‘Rain and the 
Wind’ is ready for road tryouts. 
Erik Wirl started a guest tour to 
Hannover, Frankfurt and Cologne. 
Ida Wuest and Fritz Odemar have 
the leads in Hauptmann’s ‘Biber- 


taken over 


und 


pelz.’ 
Georg Fraser’s ‘Die Elf Teufel’ 
will premiere at Frankfurt-am- 
Main. 


Gurlitt galleries opened exhibition 
of Gustav Dtess], flicker star who 
etches, 

August Poepeck’s 
liebe’ opened at the 
Kurt Uhlig. 

Rehearsals started for ‘Die Hexe 
von Passau’ by Billinger. Premiere 
in Hamburg. 

Early spring production is skedded 
for Josef Maria Frank’s ‘Die Letzten 
Vier von St. Paul.’ 

‘Die Ledige Witwe,’ with Arthur 
Robison directing, is to go into pro- 
duction in mid February. 

Grace Moore in ‘Das Leuchtende 
Ziel’ (‘One Night of Love’) (Col) to 
premiere at the Marmorhaus. 

Alice Field going to Paris to play 
Klaus Herrmann’s ‘Die Vorstadt- 
tragoedie’ for a five-week run. 

Munich was scene of tryout of 
‘Hauptman Fabian,’ adaptaed from 
Kleist’s ‘Die Marquise von O.’ 

Premiere of Josef Wiessalla’s ‘Die 
Front unter Tage’ postponed be- 
cause of Paul Dahlke’s sickness. 

Fox’s ‘Hallo Marie’ (‘Marie Ga- 
lante’) going strong. Anything 
with a spy angle goes over big here. 

Martha Eggerth crashed through 
with another winner in ‘Ihr Groess- 
ter Erfolg” with Leo Slezak for TK- 
Cine. 

Adolf Tohlbrueck is busy. Lead 
for UFA in the ‘Zigeuenerbaron’ 
and Europa in Teh bin Jack Morti- 
mer.’ 

Following Hepburn’s success in 
‘Little Women,’ German theatres 
excited about ‘Little Minister,’ also 
booked. 

Charlotte Susa, Hans Soehnker, 
Harald Paulsen and Gustav Waldau 
have completed ‘Sle und Die Drei’ 
for Europa. 

Theatre des Westens being util- 
ized for opera by ‘Kraft durch 
Freude,’ free time organization of 
the Nazi party. 

Willy Fritsch, Adele Sandrock and 
Paul Kemp to get leads in UFA’s 
‘Amphitryon,’ which Gustav Stapen- 
horst will direct. 

Fritz Mains, director of Europa 
distributors, named to Academy of 
German Law by Reichs Commissar 
for Justice Frank. 

Theatre am Schiffbauerdamm 
bought Otto Rombach’s ‘Der file- 
gende Schneider von Ulm’ for this 
season’s presentation. 

‘Liebe, Tod und Teufel’ (‘Love, 
Death and the Devil’) pretty weak. 
Didn’t last long in the capital. 
Kaethe von Nagy stars. 

Tony Van Eyck lead in ‘Ultimo,’ 
by Jochen Huth, at Alt theatre in 
Leipzig. Inge Conrad doing it in 
the Lustspielhaus in Berlin. 

UFA’s big program keeps Carl 
Opitz’s p. a. dept. on the rush. Par- 
amount threw a tea to introduce 
Jan Kiepura to the scribblers. 

Deutsches Opernhaus gave Hans 
Wocke, Bielefeld Staatstheatre, a 
three-year contract after his guest 
performance as Luna in ‘Trovatore.’ 

Challapin, concluding a_ Sofia 
concert, couldn't take his money out 
of Bulgaria and had to invest it in 
carpets, which could be taken with 
him. 

‘Maedels, Jetzt {st Damenwahl,’ a 
hit from Gustav Froehlich’s film, 
‘Oberwachtmeister Schwenke,’ is 
one of the newer dance hits, and 
not bad. 

Carl Heinz Klubertanz gathering 
a troupe for German tour with 
‘Zwischen Abend und Morgen,’ by 
Zdenko von Kraft, with Otto Ge- 
buehr fn the lead. 

Emil Jannings smacked another 
role for a loop in ‘Der Alte und der 
junge Koenig,’ NDLS production for 
UFA, based on Frederick the Great’s 
youth. Hans Steinhoff directed the 
book, by Thea von Harbou and Rolf 
Lauckner, 

New production, ‘Journalisten,’ 
opened well in Rosetheatre with 
Friedl Nowak, Lottie von Syrow, 
Traute Rabenhorst, Helmuth Epps, 
Hans Rose, Rudolf Hofbrauer, Kurt 
Milkulski, Frank Alwar and Arno 
Sommerfeld in principal roles. 

F. X. Kappus’ novel, ‘Der Rote 


‘Trompeter- 
Plaza, with 


Hollywood 


Eric Linden in from N. Y. 
Constance Binney a visitor. 

Ted Reed victim of sinus trouble. 
Rosalia Stewart back from N. Y. 


Nick Foran has a new 80-foot 
boat. 


Kay Francis joins the flu battling 
army. 

George Sidney 
the east. 

New contract for Frank Morgan 
at Metro. 

Chester Hale taking up tennis in 
a big way. 

Hal Kemp catching all the local 
orchestras. 

Sig Marcus back after two weeks 
vacationing. 

Sonya Levien back from her N. Y. 
writing jaunt. 

M. M. Van Praag wound up his 
coast invasion. 

E. L. Alperson back to N. Y. after 
two weeks here. 

Bill Tilden hanging around with 
the picture mob. 

Mrs. Jack Robbins en route to 
join her husband. 

Herbert Bayard Swope in town 
greeting old pals. 

Exhib Jack Y. Berman aspires to 
be a city father. 

Thomas Costain prowling around 
Fox lot for a week. 

Manny Seff back at work after a 
three-week flu siege. 

Bette Davis golfing with her 
hubby at Del Monte. 
Henry Herzbrun 
Emanual Cohn’s office. 
Harold Hurley back after three 

week tour of the west. 

That gag of Mrs. Pat Campbell’s 
about Malibu is a pip. 

Harold Ginsberg of Viking Press 
here contacting writers. 

Howard Dietz here on a plane- 
train relay from the east. , 

Cast of ‘Private Worlds’ feted at 
studio by Walter Wanger. 

Dorothy Arzner back from eastern 
testing of talent for Col. 

Radio staged a trade showing of 
‘Roberta’ here Monday (18). 

Adolph Zukor ducked out for a 
week’s rest at Palm Springs. 

Rosaling Russell, Metro contract 
player, eastbound on vacash. 

Willy Pogany will design sets for 
a British International picture, 

Ruby Keeler in hospital to have 
bone growth removed from instep. 

Jack Oakie proud of that beard 
he grew for ‘Call Of The Wild.’ 

George Bricker started work on 
his fight club at Malibu last week. 

Robert Emmett Keane being en- 
tertained by the Herbert Mundins. 

Pat Patterson opening branch of 
Ad-Craft Trailer Service in 'Frisco, 

Roy Del Ruth raced his yacht to 
Panama in record time—so he says. 

Ruth Channing off Metro’s cone 
tract list after a year on the lot. 

Strong wind ripped off a section 
of grandstand at Santa Anita race 
track, 

Harold Hurley back at Parae 
mount after three weeks on the 
desert. 

20th Century’s ‘Call of the Wild’ 
unit back from location to make ine 
teriors, 

Jack Gross spiffy in that new suit 
and topcoat won in an exploitation 
contest, 

J. F. T. O’Connor, comptroller of 
U. §S. Currency, looking over the 
Fox lot. 

RKO’s Tom Walsh from Salt 
Lake, honeymooning here and 
Caliente, 

Harry Rapf out of hospital and 
heading for Palm Springs to re- 
cuperate. 

Louis Friedlander nursing scalp 
stitches after being beaned by a 
lamp at U. 

Grover Jones, with a bandage bee 
low his left eye, making suitable 
explanations. 

Alice Faye east for a three weeks’ 
vacash and a mike appearance with 
Rudy Vallee, 

Andre Beranger back from a year 
in England and into cast of Metro’s 
‘Order Please.’ 

That green light to N. Y. changed 
to red just as Abe Lastfogel headed 
for the rattler. 

Betty Parsons, sec to Norman 
McLeod, on the mend after an ap- 
pendix yanking. 

Mrs. Morrie Riskin and Mrs. G. 
S. Kaufman came west to be with 
hubbies last week. 

Busby Berkeleys celebrated their 
first wedding anniversary with a 
blowout last week. 

Woody Van Dyke spending most 
of his off days at the race track 
with Arthur Loew. 

Gene Raymond doing a week of 
personals in Chicago and Detroit 
with ‘Transient Lady.’ 

Clarence Brown named a special 
state traffic officer, but he hasn't 
bought a motorcycle vet. 

Metro’s ‘Naughty Marietta’ came 
under the wire on 76th anniversary 
of Victor Herbert’s birth. 

Foster Goss checked out of Selz- 
nick-Joyvce to join the Illustrated 
Daily News as picture ed. 





trained in from 


moved into 





Reiter,’ filmed by Phoenix in colors, 
with Camilla Horn, Marieluise, Ivan 
Petrovich and Veit Harlan, due at | 
the Mozartsaal and Titania Palast. | 

E. W. Emo will direct Paul Hoer- 





biger in Alfag’s ‘Die Endstation.’ 


Metro took up its option for an- 
other six months on Nacio Herb 
Brown and Arthur Freed. 

Robert Riskin spent a whole day 
in Col’s gallery heing photographed. 
Plenty of retouching needed, 

Zeppo Marx raving about that 
farm-house office of his, with 
everything rural in the joint. 

Victor Milner, head e:nmeraman 

(Continued on page 62) 
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VARIETY 








OBITUARIES 





HENRY J. PAIN 

Henry J. Pain, 82, who with his 
father, James Pain, originated the 
pyrotechnical spectacle, died in Lon- 
don, Feb. 14. 

The Pains came to New York in 
1877 and the following year they in- 
augurated a fireworks display at 
Manhattan Beach, following the Gil- 
more concerts, a special arena hav- 
ing been erected. This was ‘The 
Last Days of Pompeii,’ which em- 
ployed a large cast of pantomimists 
and dancers in a performance lead- 
ing to the fireworks eruption of 
Vesuvius. This was subsequently 
toured, playing in ball parks and 
similar enclosures. 

This was followed by other spec- 
tacles, each running the entire sum- 
mer season at the beach, each pre- 
senting its superficial pantomime, 
embellished by vaudeville acts, and 
terminating in e blaze of burning 
gunpowder, Perhaps the most am- 
bitious was ‘The Battle in the 
Clouds,’ which was the first depic- 
tion of aerial warfare. Others had 
to do with the Chinese-Russian War, 
mythological subjects, and whatever 
topic would lend itself to a pyro- 
technical finale. The factory was 
located along what is now the right 
of way of the Brighton Beach 
branch of the B. M. T., at about 
Ave. J., then open fields, but now 





ago took charge of the road produc- 
tions of ‘Cocoanuts’ and ‘Animal 
Crackers’ for the Marx Brothers. He 
was a member of the Lambs and of 
the Theatrical Press Representatives 
Assn, 

He is survived by a brother, a 
banker in Columbus, O. 


—-— 


JANE WHEATLEY 

Jane Wheatley, for a third of a 
century on the stage, died in New 
York Feb. 17. She made her first 
appearance with Viola Allen in ‘The 
Christian,’ and had played with 
Faversham and had appeared in nu- 
merous Broadway productions. Her 
last appearances were in 1932 in 
‘The Warrior's Husband’ and ‘Dan- 
gerous Corner.’ 

She is survived by her husband, 
Galway Herbert, and two brothers, 
William and Walter Simpson. 

BETTY COYAN 

3etty Coyan, 34, who appeared in 
pictures for eight years prior to 
her retirement in 1929, died Feb 10 
in Council Bluffs, Ia. Her husband, 
Dr. Harry C. Timberman of Los 
Angeles, survives. 








AUGUST BROHM 
August Brohm, 61, vaude come- 
dian, writer of a number of joke 
books and songs, died at his home 


IN MEMORY 


Jenie Jacobs 


February 21, 1933 





thickly populated. Manhattan Beach 
at that time was owned by the Long 
Island R. R. and was open to the 
public at a price. 

The company also supplied cele- 
brations with fireworks displays and 
set pieces, and at the inaugurations 
of Presidents McKinley, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Wilson and Taft, dis- 
played at the base of the Washing- 
ton monument. It also staged spec- 
tacles at the first Chicago fair, the 
Buffalo exposition, and the Cotton 
States fair, in New Orleans in 1885. 

During the campaign of William 
Randolph Hearst for Mayor of New 
York the company was hired to give 
displays at rallies. At one event, 
in Madison Square, sparks entered 
the storage boxes in some manner 
and the resultant explosion inflict- 
ed many personal injuries. The suits 
for damages amounted to so great 
a sum that the company was vir- 
tually forced out of business, selling 
out to a smaller rival. It marked 
the virtual ending of great fireworks 
displays in this country. 





GEORGINE B. CONOVER 

Mrs. Georgine B. Conover, 57, 
died in New Brunswick, N. J., Feb. 
12. As Georgine Brandon she had 
run the gamut of the theatre from 
Shakespeare to Gilbert and Sullivan. 
She retired in 1919 upor her mar- 
riage to Grover C. Conover. 

Her last stage appearance was in 
‘The Bride Shop.’ She did the 
French Queen in Richard Mans- 
field’s production of ‘Henry V.,’ and 


had played with all three of the 
Pickfords in ‘The Child Wife.’ .She 
was also seen in ‘More Than 


Queen,’ ‘The Conquerors,’ ‘Checkers’ 

and ‘Beau Brummel.’ 
Survived by her 

sisters and a brother. 


husband, two 





ED. S. RIGGINS 

Ed. S. Riggins, 46, general man- 
ager of the four Central California 
radio stations operated by the Mc- 
Clatchey group of newspapers, died 
Feb. 11 at Fresno, Calif., from 
cancer of the throat. 

Riggins, formerly in an editorial 
capacity with the Sacramento Bee, 
took over the operation of KMJ, 
Fresno; KWG, Stockton: KREN, 
Bakersfield and KFBK, Sacramento, 
when his newspapers became allied 
with the air chain. 

He was also business manager of 
the Fresno Bee, a member of the 
McClatchey newspaper group. 

His widow survives. 


WILLIAM E. GORDON 

William E. Gordon, 69, for the past 
five years advanceman for Sam 
Harris, died in Miami Feb. 14. 

He was the road manager for Mrs. 
Patrick Campbell on her first tour 
of the country and handled a tour 
for Viola Allen. 
a member of the 
Klaw & Erlanger, 


advance staff of 
and nine vears 


He was for 15 years | 


“PAULINE” 


in Denver. He had lived in Denver 
since 1882 and was one the vaude 
stage many years. He is survived 
by his wife, Frances, and a brother 
and sister. Funeral services and 
cremation in Denver. 





FRANK COHEN 
Frank Cohen, 46, veteran film 
man, lately with the H.E.R. Labora- 
tories, died Feb. 17 in New York. 
His widow, the former Hattie 
Bates of the stage, survives. 





HUBERT T. MARSH 
Hubert T. Marsh, 56, managing 
director of British & Dominion, died 
suddenly Feb. 14, in London, of 
heart trouble. More detailed story 
on foreign film news page. 





Percy Rogers, 36, died Feb. 10 in 
Los Angeles, when his jugular vein 
was severed in an auto collision. 
Rogers, a projectionist, employed at 
the Trojan theatre, was driving to 
his home in Hollywood after the 
Sunday night performance when 
crashed into by another car. His 
widow survives. 





William Morgan who conducted 
Equity’s addressograph department 
died in the Polyclinic hospital, 
N. Y. Feb. 15 of a fractured skull. 
He was the victim of a hit and run 
motorist. Morgan was at one time 
in the chorus of the Hippodrome 
spectacles, 





Marian De Forest, who made the 
dramatization of ‘Little Women,’ 
died in Buffalo Feb. 17. She also 
wrote ‘Erstwhile Sugan’ for Mrs. 
Fiske. She also collaborated with 
Zona Gale in a series of radio 
sketches for NBC. Up to 1924 she 
had done drama cricicism for the 
Buffalo Express. 





William J. Keller, 72, a member 
of the Grand Opera House orches- 
tra, founder of the Dubuque Mili- 
tary band fifty years ago, died at 
his home, Dubuque, Ia., having been 
ill only five weeks. His widow and 
a son survive. 

Brother (Herman) of Elmer 
Dressman, publicity director for 
WCKY and L. B. Wilson string of 
theatres in Covington, Ky., died Feb. 
13 at his home in that city, follow- 
ing a prolonged illness. Survived 
by widow and two children. 

Mother of Meyer Davis died in 
Washington Feb. 17. Survived by 
three sons, three brothers and three 
sisters. 

John Singer, 35, European author, 
died Feb. 11 in Los Angeles fol- 
lowing an operation. 

David E. Howell, 65, for 20 years 
secretary of the Southern Ohio 





Kisteddfod Association, died Feb. 11 


at his home in Jackson, 0. He had 
been in failing health for six 
months. Burial locally. 





Pearl Sayler Brown, wife of Col- 
vin W. Brown, died in New York 
Feb, 8. 


Coughlin Trend 








(Continued from page 1) 
minute disc, with five minutes left 
open on each program for local an- 
nouncements and the selling of 
Townsend booklets at 25c each. 


Stations which have been con- 
tracted for already are KNX, Los 
Angeles; WHO, Des Moines; WJJD, 
Chicago. Negotiations are now on 
with WHAS in _ Louisville, and 
Keifer is also in the east readying 
time on an Atlantic coast trans- 
mitter. 


Besides the regular layman lec- 
turers the stations are getting a 
flock of ecclesiastical spielers, most 
of whom can't see why they can’t 
do as well as Father Coughlin. And 
the stations are having a little diffi- 
culty in keeping these clergymen cff 
their microphones, because each in- 
dividual preacher comes into the 
studio with the backing of his own 
flock, all of whom believe that their 
particular minister has a message 
which should not be kept from the 
rest of the waiting world. 


We Know Everything 


What is particularly annoying to 
the stations is that the preachers 
won't stick to religion or the Bible 
any more, but are branching out 
into political economy, political sci- 
ence and soclology. They talk about 
the gold standard, the index of com- 
modity prices, the gerrymander sys- 
tem, etc., more than they do about 
Ezekiel or Jonah and the whale. 
Pretty ticklish situation, which is 
causing a sudden epidemic of in- 
somnia among the station chieftains. 
Many stations are starting to try to 
set up policies which ban all relig- 
ious or political speakers from their 
mike, but they are having consider- 
able difficulty in setting up any 
such hard and fast rule. 


Bigger stations are able to get 
away with it by saying that their 
time is completely occupied, and in 
that manner can eliminate a great 
many would-be leaders of the peo- 
ple. But the smaller stations are in 
between the fire and the deep sea. 
When offered money for the time, 


.| they grab at the chance of adding to 


the income, and when some spell- 
binding clergyman asks for free 
time the station without much 
standing in the community hasn't 
the nerve to refuse because of the 
fear of losing additional standing. 


WB Split-up 


(Continued from page 6) 
Leonard Schlesinger over other 
Philly houses, including all subse- 
quents and A. J. Vanni in charge of 
out-of-town districts in Pennsyl- 
vania and southern New Jersey. 
Ted Schlanger will hold title of as- 
sistant g.m. in Philadelphia. 


In testing the decentralization 
scheme in a preliminary way at 
this time, zone managers will do 
all other buying in the field, in- 
cluding supplies, equipment, etc. 
By avoiding the necessity of re- 
quisitioning New York for all these 
supplies, Warners feels that certain 
detail and expense will be elimi- 
nated by this move. At the same 
time responsibility of zone man- 
agers will be increased with their 
operating powers widened. 


It is explained that while New 
York operating authority is not be- 
ing eliminated, it is felt that the va- 
rious field operators have reached 
the point in service with Warners 
that they can assume wider powers 
than in the past. On important de- 
cisions, New York will figure. 


In addition to detail cut out by 
buying from the field and widened 
operating power, Warners plans an 
auditing system within each terri- 
tory under the zone managers. This 
will not be set up overnight but 
gradually, WB at the same time 
studying how it’s working out. 

Advertising for Warner theatres 
will continue to clear through Mort 
Blumenstock at the home office, 
with its close contact in the field 
through frequent trips to territories 
on pictures, campaigns, plans, ete., 
Clayton Bond remains in charge of 
film buying, 











Leonard Keller orchestra opens at 
the Bismarck hotel, Chicago, March 





3, replacing the Art Kassel band, 
which heads on a short tour. 
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(Continued from page 61) 


on De Mille’s ‘Crusades,’ hit by the 
flu, Charles Lang pinchhitting. 

Bud Lollier made a lot of patriotic 
speeches last week as part of na- 
tional defense week observance. 

Bevhills picture houses running 
trailers announcing smoking in 
theatres illegal in that ritzy burg. 

John F. Wharton, v.p. and gen- 
eral counsel for Pioneer Pictures, 
in and out from the east last week. 

Benny Rubin looking for new 
gags. He's m.c.’ing the Warner 
Club banquet at the Biltmore Bowl 
Feb, 22. 

Metro is warming up to ‘Masque- 
rade,’ produced in Vienna by Willy 
Forst, and has ordered an English 
translation. 

J. P. Maxfield, ERPI expert, lec- 
tured Academy technicians on latest 
sound recording and reproduction 
developments. 

Nils Asther lawed for $3,800 by 
his landlord, who claims’ that 
amount of damage to premises dur- 
ing tenancy by actor. 

Paramount did not lift option on 
writing contract of Dale Van Every. 
Henry Myers and Frederic Stephani 
also off Par writing staff. 

Dick Pritchard eastbound to man- 
age Bay Theatre, Green Bay, Wis., 
after two years in Columbia's pub- 
licity and exploitation dept. 

Dorothy Parker and Alan Camp- 
bell entertained Hollywood friends 
and had so many at the house the 
party moved to the sidewalk. 

Walter Wanger huddiing with 
Lyda Roberti for latter to take a 
featured spot in producer's filmusi- 
eal, ‘Every Night At Eight.’ 





Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


Town's first cocktail club opened. 

Wallace Irwin vacationing here 
and filling his note books. 

Don Cossak Chorus warbling at 
Palace of Fine Arts (National The- 


atre). 
Current pic pushovers are ‘The 
Painted Veil’ (MG) and ‘Border- 


town’ (WB). 

Government party formed com- 
mish to develop the Mexican thea- 
tre along nationalistic lines. 

Mexico’s only two femme toreo- 
dores topped the bill at the local 
bull ring on Constitution Day (5) 
and proved a fair draw. 

Rumors of the pronto reopening 
of the A. B. W. Club at Tiajuana, 
which was shut last month in the 
government's anti-gambling drive. 

Japanese scenic pix—travelogs 
and landscapes—exhibited by Japan- 
ese legation at Teatro Hidalgo here. 

Ramon Pereda, Spanish pic actor- 
director-impresario, to New York. 

Three matadors serlously gored 
this season, which is one of the 
worst that way in years. Trio has 
recovered, One male spectator of 
one of the gorings dropped dead of 
heart failure. 

Performers at a radio station op- 
erated by government party have 
asked President Cardenas to order 
payment of two months’ wages, 
which they say station’s manage- 
ment is withholding without justi- 


Shanghai 


Johnny Romero is still playing 
successfully in India, with a long 
stop booked in Calcutta. 

Dick Hamilton recovered from re- 
cent operation and busy again book- 
ing his cabaret and hotel circuit. 

All acts on Hamilton’s string now 
regularly booked to Sagon for 8 
weeks in this French Indo-China 
town. 

Bailey & Cowan at Paramount 
ballroom, in addition to their act, 
with Linn Cowan as director, have 
produced a line of 16 gals for floor 
numbers, 

Earl Whaley’s band at the Santa 
Anna the past six months gets a 
year’s extension from March 1. It’s 
now an eight piece organization. 
Jack Harris, formerly with Buck 
Clayton at Canidrome, now closed, 
has joined up. 








Vienna 


Wien in 





Theatre an der bad 
shape. 

State opera ball is social event 
of season. 

Fritzi Massary 
from U. S., 

Andre Obey’s ‘Noah’ 
the Theatre for 49. 

Albert and Else Basserman to star 
in ‘Gentlemen’ at the Komoedie. 

Smetana’s ‘The Kiss’ presented 
by Czech ensemble in Volksoper. 

Eduard Bourdet’'s ‘Les Temps 


expected back 


featured at 


Difficiles’ gets excellent notices 
here. 

Paul Geraldy’s ‘Do-mi-sol-do’ 
under contract at Josefstadt the- 
atre, 


Stadt theatre in Graz, Styria, an- 


nouncing ‘Men in White’ after 
Vienna run, 
‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ 


CHAT 








TER 


by Edgar Wallace, 
round roasting. 

Hans Woerster from Schauspiel- 
haus, Dresden, replacing Paul Hart- 
mann at the Burg theatre, 

Emil Jannings here discussing a 
talker based on Gerhardt Haupt- 
mann’'s ‘Fuhrmann Henschel.’ 

Oscar Homolka back here for a 
week before starting rehearsals un- 
der Charles B. Cochran, London, in 
new play by Beverly Nichols. 

Composer Leo Ascher back from 
London after conducting for B.B.C, 
and giving successful private au- 
ditions to C. B. Cochran, Sir Oswald 
Stoll, Ralph Neale, Mrs. Chesterton 
and Gilbert Lennox. 











getting an all 





Chi 

Shannon Dean booked {nto the 
Chez Paree. 

Lou Lipstone heading for a Car- 
ibbean cruise. 

Ferdie Simon in the loop for a 
couple of days. 

Jack Kapp planed through on his 
way to the Coast, 

Bill Stein zooming to the Coast 
on more MCA deals. 

Ed Levin and frau off for a couple 
of weeks in the West Indies. 

Nate Platt flipped to Kansas City 
to take a look at the Newman. 

Eric Gibbs in town reporting the 
Dionne tour for the Toronto Star. 

Paul Sanders ahead of the 
Keough-Lasky ‘French Revue’ unit. 


Bill Canham recovering from a 
slugging by a couple of hold-up 
guys. 


Patricia Garrity, with ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies,’ being tested for pix on the 
Coast. 

W. A. S. Douglas turning out fea- 
ture copy for the Herald and Ex- 
aminer. 

Four Camerons, back in vaude 
after a three-year absence, initialed 
at the Oriental. 

‘Flickorna Fran Gamla _ Stan,’ 
Swedish musical flicker, previewed 
at Medinah Club. 

Jim Mullen and Nate Lewis re- 
viving the fight biz around the mid- 
west with bargain fist-fests, 


Fox Appeal 


(Continued from page 5) 
affirmed the lower court action and 
denied a motion for new arguments. 

Fox attorneys complained that 
the Minnesota courts had miscon- 
strued the Sherman law and the 
decision of the U. S. Supreme Court 
as it applied to the standard ex- 
hibition contracts. Contention was 
that when the arbitration provision 
was knocked out, remainder of the 
contract was entirely in keeping 
with the law, a point which the 
Minnesota tribunals refused to 
grant. 

According to the Fox briefs in 
this proceeding, Paramount case de- 
cision by U. S. tribunal established 
that nothing was illegal in the con- 
tracts except the arbitration clauses 
and that the remainder of the 
agreement was not illegal. 


Fox Angle 

Fox lawvers in New York yester- 
day (Monday) said the company is 
going to the U. S. Supreme Court 
again on an appeal from rulings by 
Minnesota courts upholding the 
contention of A. B. Muller, exhibitor, 
that the old standard exhibition 
contract was nullified by arbitration 
provisions. This follows the Su- 
preme Court dismissing Fox’s first 
appeal in favor of the Minnesota 
exhib, who was originally sued by 
Fox for failure to carry out his con- 
tract with that distributor. 

Fox holds that its appeal was lost 
in Washington not on merits but 
due to the fact that a mistake had 
been made in taking the case from 
Minnesota courts to the U. S. Su- 
preme Court on a writ of certiorari! 
and that for technical reasons in 
preparation of the appeal it will be 
necessary to reargue it. This will 
be done, according to Felix Jenkins, 
Fox legal executive, as soon as the 


papers can be prepared. Jenkins 
can't estimate how soon that will 
be. 

The standard exhibition con- 
tract, under which Fox originally 
sued Muller, has since been out- 
lawed, together with arbitration. 
After being sued for failure to 


carry out his contract for film with 
Fox, Muller obtained a favorable 
decision in Minnesota courts In 
view of the Thacher ruling aginst 
the old standard form of contract. 
Judge Thacher handed down that 
decision about five years ago. Since 
then each distributor has been 
using hig own form of exhibition 
contract, 
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San Diego Will Make Big Splash 


With Its $15,000,000 Expo in May 


San Diego, Feb. 19. 

This southernmost American city 
along the Coast will make an im- 
portant bid for tourist trade this 
summer with its $15,000,000 Cali- 
fornia Pacific International Exposi- 
tion. Set to open May 29 on its 
1,400-acre site in Balboa Park, 
promise is made that it will be one 
of the biggest outdoor layouts seen 
on the coast since the world’s fair 
at Frisco. 

Patterned pretty much after the 
Chicago Fair, local setup will lean 
heavily on industrial exhibits. In- 
cluded in this category will be the 
Palace of Science, Palace of Elec- 
tricity, and Varied Industries, Pal- 
ace of Fine Arts, Women’s Palace, 
Children’s Palace, Palace of Travel 
and Transportation, House of Paci- 
fic Relations, Japanese Group, Vil- 
lages of the World, Palace of 
Natural History and a _ score of 
others, 

Midway tricks will be numerous, 
many of them coming from the Chi- 
cago fair. C. C. Pyle will recreate 
Ripley’s Odditorium as the ‘Believe 
It Or Not Show.’ Replica of Golden 
Gulch will be spotted just off the 
midway with all the blatant yipee 
of a °49 mining camp; Stanley 
Graham is bringing the Midget City 
and Midget Farm setup from Chi- 
cago. 

Choicy on Concessions 

Publicity matter sent out by the 
expo quotes Bill Barie, in charge of 
shows and concessions, as saying 
that he has turned down more than 
75% of the applications for loca- 
tions and that only ‘high class stuff’ 
is being considered. He adds that 
90% of the amusement zone is al- 
ready booked. 

Latest to be accepted are the 
units of Lew Dufour and Joe Rogers. 
They include ‘Crime Does Not Pay,’ 
‘Life,’ ‘Freak Animals,’ ‘Darkest 
Africa,’ and the ‘Two-Headed Baby.’ 
Dufour is said to be combing Eu- 
rope for new attractions to bring to 
the expo. 

Heaviest contributor to date is 
Henry Ford, who will construct a 
building to house his exhibits in 
addition to the Ford Bowl, which 
will accommodate 80 musicians for 
daily symphony concerts. Bell Tele- 
phone laboratory exhibit will show 
the workshop of scientists with a 
display of many new gadgets, in- 
cluding the ‘speech invertor,’ the 
‘Magnetic recorder,’ ‘oscilloscope’ 
and ‘voice sight.’ 

Officers of the exposition are G. 
Aubrey Davidson, chairman of the 
board; Frank Belcher, president; 
Zack Farmer, managing director; J. 
David Larson, executive manager, 
and Waldo Tupper, in charge of 
exhibits. 


Hamid Nixes Side Shows 
amid Nixes Side Sh 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 19. 

George Hamid, who holds the 
operating lease for the North Caro- 
lina State Fair, at Raleigh, has just 
attended a mecting of fair officials, 
following which newspapers quoted 
him as telling the officials that he 
favors shows and 
gaming devices from the midway. 
He expressed the opinion that rides, 
exhibits and high-class grandstand 
aitractions are the most desirable 
fair amusement features. 


exclusion of 


New Ops for Denver Park 


Denver, Feb. 19. 

Lakeside amusement park has 
been bought by a new company 
headed by Benjamin Kastner, Lake- 
side Park Co., from the bondholders’ 
protective committee of the Denver 
Park and Amusemen Co, Price was 
not announced, 

Besides Kastner, the company has 
Albert W. Johnson, Robert K. Mul- 
len and John Flohr. All have been 
active in the management of the 
park. Kastner will be manager, 
Johnson superintendent, and Mullen 
publicity director. 

Old company lost the park through 
foreclosure in 1933, and it was oper- 
ated by a receiver until the com- 
mittee took charge. Park contains 
169 acres. Opening on May 25, 

Name bands in El Patio, the ball- 
room, will continue to be the policy, 
and Kastner is in Chicago confer- 
ring with the Music Corporation of 
American on this feature, 


| Bombayo, bounding wire; 





/ 


| Code 


| 





Miller Holds 101 


Oklahoma City, Feb. 19. 

Col. Zack Miller was in active 
command of historic 101 ranch, lo- 
cated near Ponca City, Monday, as 
reports persisted that the trustees 
contemplated an injunction suit to 
keep him from interfering with 
their operations of the ranch. 

Miller took charge of the ranch 





| Saturday, after a bankruptcy hear- 
ing at Ponca City before A. L. 


Maris, conciliation commissioner. 
The creditors, who had the trustees 
named to preserve the assets of the 
ranch, have 60 days to reply to 
Miller’s proposal to pay off his 
$500,000 in debts in ten years at 3 
percent, 


Biz Up in Detroit 


Detroit, Feb. 19. 
All attendance records for annual 
Shrine Circus were shattered when 





its two weeks engagement came to 
a close, Sunday (16) according to 


Tunis E. Stinson, chairman. Fea- 
tures with show this year were Clyde 
Beatty with a new group of lions 
and tigers; yretonas, high-wire; 
Cristiani 
troupe of riders, Firth’s musical 
seals and Mickey King, endurance 
aerialist. 

Show moved intact to Cleveland 
under Grotto auspices, 


Helping Dallas 


Dallas, Feb. 19. 

Major Lenox Lohr and four di- 
vision chiefs of the Century of Prog- 
ress are helping Dallas unsnarl 
kinks in the setup for the 1936 
Texas Centennial exposition. Major 
Lohr, director of the Century of 
Progress, was here all week. The 
four division chiefs who arrived Fri- 
day night were M. Herzog, account- 
ing; Lewis Skidmore, design and 
construction; J. Franklin Bell, ex- 
hibits and concessions; and E. W. 
McConnell, chief engineer. 





Death Calls in Reading 


Reading, Feb. 19. 

‘Jolly Ethel’ Gardner, 41, died in 
a hospital here Feb. 12, of an 
abdominal ailment of les than a 
week’s duration. She weighed 540 
pounds and had been showing here 
with the Austin-Kuntz ‘Palace of 
Wonders’ freaks in a Penn street 
store room, 

Neal Hloward Austin, 47, one of 
the owners and managers of the 
show, was found dead in his bed in 
a hotel Feb. 10 here, after a heart 
attack. 


C. A. Meet 


(Continued trom page 7) 
court order to force the authority 
secretary to supply them. © 

Revolving chairmanship plan, 
with a different chairman at every 
Authority session, was at- 
tacked as being an _ unfortunate 
line-up. It was implied by an irate 


i; member that such an arrangement 





left too much authority to the CA 
secretary. 

Another speaker at the session 
wanted to know who appointed the 
60, 70 or 80 people employed on 
regular salary by the authority. He 
inquired as to who recommended 
their appointment. Where they 
came from? Are they political ap- 
pointees? Are they taken from re- 
lief rolls? 

AS a result of the excitement the 
CA session last week, originally in- 
tended to be a two or three-hour 
confab, was prolonged into a seven- 
hour session. And even then only 
nine of the 27 cases up for decision 
were acted upon. 

Sidney Justine, alternate’ for 
George Schaeffer, was chairman at 
the meeting. Tyree Dillard, counsel 
of the authority, served as secre- 
tary in the absence of Flinn, who 

Some of the Code Authority rep- 
resentatives were also apparently 
irritated at being called into ses- 
sion because, as one pointed out, 
the CA had adjourned Feb. 7 wntil 
Feb. 31. 


TENN. WANTS CIRCUIT 





Three State Fairs Gander Interstate 
Trotting Circuit 





Nashville, Tenn., Feb. 19. 

L. T. MecTeere, of Maryville, 
named president of the Association 
of Tennessee Fairs at the conclu- 
sion of the thirteenth annual ses- 
sion Tuesday, Feb. 5, at the Noel 
hotel. S. F. Houston, of Murfrees- 
boro, Tenn., was elected vice-presi- 
dent for Middle Tennessee; Pat 
Keer, of Lafollette for East Ten- 
nessee, and J. F. Walters of Hunt- 
ingdon for West Tennessee. O. D. 
Massa, of Cookeville, was re- 
elected secretary and treasurer. 

Executive committee appointed 
consists of Rob Roy, of Alexandria; 
H. D. Faust, of Knoxville, and A. C. 
Topmiller, of Murfreesboro. 

A resolution was unanimously 
adopted by the association asking 
that all fairs be exempt from the 
sales tax. 

Tuesday morning plans for in- 
cluding the state fair held in Nash- 
ville and the West Tennessee fair 
at Jackson in a new racing and 
trotting circuit were submitted by 
N. F. O’Hair, who said such an ar- 
rangement would be called the 
‘Western Circuit’ and would include 
Springfield, Ill, Indianapolis, and 
Des Moines. 


MOSSMAN CYCLE RODEO 
BOOKED INTO JAP EXPO 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 
Putt Mossman’s Motorcycle Rodeo 
leaves here Mar. 4 for the Yoko- 
hama Exposition. Bert Fowser sails 
at the same time to handle several 





|other American attractions at the 


fair. 

Eddie Gamble of the Bernard and 
Meiklejohn office is handling the ac- 
count. Several circus acts and a 
wild west show are making the trip. 
Also 20 midget racing autos and 
their drivers. 





Rodeo Man to Die 


Emmetsburg, Ia., Feb. 19. 

Patrick Griffin, rodeo manager 
and performer, has lost his last 
appeal for stay of execution to the 
governor of Iowa, and will go to 
the gallows for his part in the 
death of W. F. Dilworth, deputy 
sheriff of Blackhawk county, Water- 
loo who was killed in 1932. Date 


|of hanging has been set for April 5. 





TRI-STATE FOLDING 
Burlington, Ia., Feb. 19. 

Trail’s enc seems to have been 
reached for the Tri-State Fair As- 
sociation, one of the oldest in this 
section, with the filing of a court 
asking that a receiver be appointed. 

It is allezed that bonds issued to 
finance the organization and to 
earry on are in default. 





Trying It Again 


Youngstown, O., Feb. 19. 

Princess, downtown burlesque 
house dark for some time, again 
open with stock girlesque and 
vaudeville, under the management 
of Ralph Pitzer, former manager. 

Harry Prather is in charge of 
producing the bills which will be 
changed weekly. Policy will be two 
shows daily with an occasional mid- 
night performance. 


Canada Off Races 


Toronto, Feb. 19. 

Government grants to exhibitions 
and fairs will not be curtailed this 
year was the promise given to out- 
door amusement officials holding 
their 35th Fairs and Exhibitions 
conference here. 

They were warned, however, to 
discourage horse-racing in which 
entries were ‘half-fast’ steeds and 
to put the greater part of the gov- 
ernment grants into prizes for live- 
stock breeders, 


Back to the Tanbark 


Des Moines, Feb. 19. 

Mrs. Wm. Hoogewoning of Ot- 
tumwa, Iowa, formerly Nellie Orton 
of circus fame, is planning to hit 
the sawdust trail again. She has 
bought an elephant and three train- 
ed ponies and a truck to convey the 
animals on the circus route next 
summer. Her sister, Grace Orton, 
will have charge of the act and the 
two plan to make a foreign tour 
with the elephant and pony act next 
winter. 

Wm. *"oogewoning, who inherited 
two million dollars about four years 
ago, has been the owner of several 
circuses and is known 
fans as ‘Colonel Hogey.’ 


ASKING DAMAGES 


Chardon, O., Feb. 19. 

Suits for $5,000 each, charging 
serious injuries were suffered by 
them last July 4 when wooden 
benches and chairs collapsed at a 
fire wofks celebration have been 
filed here against the Geauga Lake 
Amusement Co., operators of 
Geauga Lake park, near here. 

Plaintiffs are Helen Garodensky, 
a minor, and Yetts Ziedman, also 
a minor, both of Cleveland. The 
mothers in each instance started 
the action. 














Cole and H-W in Ohio Conflict 
With Contracting Agents Busy 





Canton, O., Feb. 19. 


Contracting agents for several of 
the major railroad shows have been 
playing hide and seek with each 
other in eastern Ohio industrial 
centers for the past month the 
earliest agents have been known to 
contact prospective stands in the 
history of the circus. 


Reason is that the new Cole 
Bros.-Clyde Beatty circus plans a 
hasty trek into the mill districts 
immediately following the Chicago 
engagement of the show in April. 


Ringling-owned shows have had 
representatives out most of the 
winter protecting their major 


stands against the invasion of the 
new competitor before their usual 
time of making eastern Ohio ter- 
ritory which in recent years has 
been the middle of May. 

Ringling agents for several weeks 
have been keeping close tab on the 
larger industrial towns in eastern 
Ohio, where steel mill production is 
at the highest level in many years, 
and in some instances have already 
taken out permits for showing in 
these cities in May, June and July. 
The Cole Bros. advance staff has 
not been idle and also have many 
of the better spots lined up for 
early May showing, which means 
that the new show will likely have 
a run-in with the Hagenbeck-Wal- 





lace outfit in this territory early in 
the spring. At about the same time 











a half dozen motorized shows will 
be heading out of the south and 
making a wild dash for the steel 
centers as was the case last spring, 
when the mud shows beat the rail 
outfits into Ohio by fully a month. 

It is understood that the Cole- 
Beatty show already has most of 
its route for the new season 
definitely laid out and that its 


to circus 





Burlesque Indies Win Fight Vs. 
Mandatory Code Budget; Called 
Trade Association’ by NRA Heads 


Washington, Feb. 19. 
will be compelled to 
enforce its NRA code without an 
assured source of funds for oper- 


Burlesque 


ations as the consequence of a de- 
cision Monday (18) that the man- 
datory $24,000 budget shall be 
scrapped. 

Concluding that the majority of 
functions of the present code au- 
thority are not related to enforce- 
ment of the competition pact, but 
are distinctly of trade association 
character, Deputy Administrator 
William P. Farnsworth and his ad- 
visors officially nixed the plan to 
soak every burley operator $10 a 
week and insure I. H. Herk, head of 
the National Burlesque Association, 
a $10,000-a-year income, 

NRA decision is a win for inde- 
pendent burley managers who 
charged at budget hearings several 
months ago that the National Bur- 
lesque Association was attempting 
to unload an unsuccessful trade as- 
sociation on the entire industry. 
Farnsie would not comment on 
these accusations, but the nature of 
the final decision, after weeks of 
consultation and consideration, was 
regarded as substantiation of the 
indie view. 

No Labor Problem 


Amplifying the bald decision, 
Farnsie noted that the industry has 
virtually nv labor problem since 
actors and stage hands are well or- 
ganized and collective bargaining is 
the generally established practice. 
With labor clauses comprising most 
of the code, government execs saw 
no reason for forcing every oper- 
ator in the country to give up $400 
per annum for support of the C. A, 

Scrapping of the code by the in- 
dustry appears in prospect, but the 
idea did not create much concern 
in government circles. In fact, sev- 
eral Federal officials seemed more or 
less in accord with the idea, since 
they have reached the conclusion 
that burley has little competition 
and at one time were playing with 
the idea of abolishing all except the 
labor provisions. 

Vigorous efforts to obtain sanc- 
tion for the $24,000 sock were made 
by Herk, who enlisted the aid of 
former Republican Boss John Q, 
Tilson. To all claims of beneficial 
work by the codists, the NRA re- 
plied, ‘That’s trade association 
stuff’, 

One of the principal arguments in 
support of the $10,000 salary for 
Herk-.was that he has been of im- 
mense value to the entire industry 
by preventing blue-law persecution 
and by arbitrating intra-industry 
scraps, but the government men 
were unmoved in their contention 
that such work is entirely outside 
the scope of code administration 
and enforcement. 

Formal notice of the government 
decision goes forward to Herk and 
other codists tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). 


JAFFE GIVES PITT TO 
STAFF; STAYING EAST 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 19. 
With his acquisition of the Gayety 











initial tour will take it into most all |in New York, George Jaffe, veteran 


of the regular stops of the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace show. 

The H-W show made Ohio ter- 
ritory late in the summer last sea- 
son and business was far from 
good, the show executives blaming 
it on the absence of Clyde Beatty 
from the big show program. Cole 
Bros. advance is ballying its 
parade, which feature it is under- 
stood will be abandoned by the} 
H-W show this season. 

FAIR ELECTIONS 


Jackson, Miss., Feb. 19. 





South Mississippi Fair Associa- 
tion at Laurel has elected M. H, | 
McRae chairman, and P. A. McLdod, 
secretary. Fair is being resumed | 
after a vacation. 

Newly organized Clay County | 
Fair Association also elected of- | 
ficers, with R. G. Millard, president; 
Sam L. Dexter, vice-president, and | 


John A. Crawford, Jr., secretary- 
treasurer. This one {s he-'f at West | 
Point. 
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a chorus of 20 local gals. 
that Ben Jaffe, who has been mane 


sence, 


j New York. 


burlesque operator, has withdrawn 
from the local field, turning over 
the Variety to musicians and sta7e- 
hands. Union men, who have or- 
ganized as the Mustag Enterprises, 
will operate house for the remainder 
of the season with stock burley and 
have made arrangements with a 
number of stock performers to stay 
on under a cooperative salary ar- 
rangement. 

Once before, last season, Jaffe 
gave the house to the musicians and 
stagehands but took it back after 
only a couple of weeks. 

Eddie Kaplan remains as _ pro- 
ducer and chief comedian for the 
Mustags and resident company will 
include Joe Freed, Joe Moss, Mary 


Jane Penny, Alva Bradley, Bubbles 


Yvonne, Vilma Joszy, Arlene Mil- 
bourne, Syd Burke, George Graffe, 
Chie Hunter, Four Blendoliers and 
t’s likely 


izing the Variety in his father’s abe 
will join the elder Jaffe in 


ge 


ran te onan 
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4 VARIETY Wednesday, February 20, 1935 


2,900.00 
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IN 58 CASH PRIZES 


offered by 
THE QUAKER OATS CO. 


Theatre Managers or Publicity Men 


FOR THE BEST 


EXPLOITATION CAMPAIGN — 


pul Dogs f te 


starring JAMES CAGNEY 


A COSMOPOLITAN PRODUCTION, with 
PAT O’BRIEN and MARGARET LINDSAY 


in which 


QUAKER or MOTHER'S OATS are reasonably mentioned 


OUR NATIONAL NEWSPAPER CAMPAIGN will reach 37,000,000 Readers | 
and our Posters, Streamers and Counter Cards will be in 450,000 Stores. 















For complete details, write to TERRY TURNER, THE QUAKER OATS CO., CHICAGO 
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